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And Bi ter Mourning in Many
Homzs.

——

Fourteen Lives Sac-
rificed

—_——

By Someone’s Blunder or
Someone s Grime.

Frightful Accident to an
tExcursion Train,

Which Eus Into an Oil Train
and Twelva Passsngers
are Barned,

———

Atthe Crossiug of the M. €. R.
and L. & . 8. Railroad
in St. Thomas.

—_—

In Dreadful S¢quence an Explo-
plosion Follows, Killing and
Wouading several Others

—_— -

Aud a Lady Falls In'g the Lak»s st l'.r'
Miawlay, mua i. Orowned

—pia

A calamity fell upon 8t. Thomas last
night, the like of which never ooourred
before in the history of the city—a cal-
amity 80 sudden in its fell destruction,
80

HORRIBJE [N 1TS DETAILS,
no terrible ia ite results, that the pen
falters s it attempta to tell the tales
snd the mind is atcicken h horror a,
it recalls the heart-rendiog incidents ¢
\he oatastrophe, !

At ten minutes pwet seven las! night
» loag exzursion train on the London &
Port Stanley Rsilway, heavily loaded
with home'fetorning exoareionists,

RAN INTO A FREIGHT TRAIN
on the Michigan Uentral railway at the
croasing of the two rosds in this clty,
The ongine of the ‘passenger train
pluoged into two oil osra of the moving
freight, bresking the tank of oneé,
Instantly the oil gushed out in a tor-
rent, swept over the engine, and in an
instaut of] time the flames shot upward
with terrific force, bslching their black
smoke high fato the heavens, and envel*
oping In a golden shroud the cars that
had planged after the engine lnto the
wreck, Covered by that shroud from
mortsl view, their bodies buried deep
among the twisted and broken timbers
and wheels, ten souls took thelr flight t0

heaven.
Oane inetant of

HORROR STRICKEN AMAZEMENT

by oniooker and excursionist. Then
the living stream poured forth from the

excursion cars, from wheoce but a
moment bafore gaily the children had

been flirting their handkerchiefs at the
pedestrisus  upon the streets, and
in snother moment scores of men
jumped to the aid of those in the
burn'ng ocare, impelled in  their
herolo work by the screams of those
who had escaped, and, the grosps of
those within. Windows were torn from
their fastenings, and strong bande
pulled through the casement the lhop
forms of the territied women and child

ren. Within two minutes from the
orash the lsmes had entirely enveloped
the™- engine. baggage ©+ oar  and
adjacent freight ocars, and were
greedily  devouring  the  forward
passenger oar, in whioh were still im-
prisoned men,. women and children.
But their herolo rescuers battled on,
oariog nsught for the flames that
threatened them with o horrible death,
»0 long e the helpless women and their
babes were rescued, At the forward
end of the oar where the fire was greed:
ily oreeplng, several women were im-
prisoned by broken seats. The resou-
ors tore ont the windows and literslly
pulled the prisoners from the very jawe
of death, Those who did this noble ser-
vice say tbat not a soul within that ocar
was loat, If thia be true the victims
must all bave been upon the front plat
form. 1t !s a certalnty, however, that
rome of them were in the oar, as awong
the missing are ones who were seen ait
ting in the front seats.

Up to thia time no one had sny eon-
ception of the true  .mnature of the
teagedy. It was koown. st onee'from
the story of the fireman, who hed- s
caped, thati the eaglrear had died at his
post sd that bie by was noder that
horiibl , loaping walof flame. Other
atories vheia were of loes of life, hut a'l
were only conjscture or idle ramor,
The fearful flamee, fed by the oil snd
wooden oare, effectually prevent:d all
investigations mnd kept the crowd.at a
reapectful distance.

THOSE OF THE INJURED

who had been saccored were promptly
taken icto the housea that abutted on
the scene, vhera their wounds and burns
were attended to by the many physi
oisps presant. To the friends of thete
it waa a positive relief from the horribls
unocrtainty of the honr to koow
at leiat that their Tate was not
that i! instant death within the

FUNERAL FYRE

sround.’ To thowe to whom this mel-
minutpe dragged like hours, and their
horr:
of 8 Norrible dream,
traiq or at the Port, and no word! No
worg to tell whether wife, or husband,
sisfer or brother, mother or father or
;hll-iren were allve or dead Oh, the
“suspense was awful ! And many a
one, rather than face the possibility
of tae seoret belng first disclosed by the
sioking of that towering flame, turned
their face homeward, there to await iv
agony the return of the absent ones, or
the newa that they would neyer agan
oross the, threshold of their homes
Others ran frantically, with streahin,
tears,from man to man,asking piteouely
for news of loved onee.

And suill the fire burpt on.« There
seemed no rest for it—no satiating of
its greed. Never has there been a more
terrific conflagration in 8t, Thomss, At
the polat where the two roads intersect
there is a epace clear of buildings to the
south and west. To the north there
weres number of werehouses snd oosl
sheds, and to the esst a frame house
owned by Mr, John Campbell. The
crossing. in the centre of this space,
wag all this time one vortex of billowy
fire. The oil burned long and fiercely,
sending up a flame {Intensely crimson.
Though the manhole in the top of one
of the tanks poured continuously a
flame, white and fiercer than the
surrcunding fire, creating the appear-
ance of gigantic and vari-colozed fire.
worke. The oara that etlll remained
oa thelr trucke, on both lines of track,
were drawn to a place of safcty at the
earliest possible moment, The passen-
ger oars on the L. & P.SR. were
pushed away from the fire by the main
force of hundreds of hands. The
freight train, which had nearly crossed
the track, when struck, was
drawn out by its engine, and an engine
from the M, C. R yards was/ Guickly
odupled to the few rear freight cars and
drew them away. And still the fire
burnt on, great volumes of flames
sweeplog on the gentle northerly breezs
to the wnrgmlel to the north, and
Campbell’s Bouse to the east, envelop-
ing them so pletely that resist

by the firemen was almost useless, the
streams of water poured upon the fire
sppesring to have no more effect than
80 many penaysquirte. All that could
be done was to Prevent the fire’s spread,
it appearing probable that the Dake
House and Elliott & Reath’s stable
would fall before its  steady advance,
On these and adjscent buildimgs the
firemen played, while. dozens !
men ascended the roofs, and kept the

pail brigades. By half past sevea ware-
houses Nos, one and two, two large coal
sheds and Campbell’s house, were
beyond eaving, Then came
THE DREADFUL SEQUEL
to the holacaunes of haif an hour before,
The fates had not yet worked theip
worst.  Without warning,In the twink~
ling of an eye, the heavens, black unti!
ghat moment with densest smoke, were
illaminated as by o fash of lightoleg =
dull emothered sound smote the ear,and
sll eyes, turning upward at the ominouns
sound, beheld a sight at once
beautiful and horrible. All along the
side of the clond of emoke whioch edged
it llke a_funeral pall rolled upward
a8 an unfolding scroll, or the rlsing
billows of a sea of fire, a flame of saffron
and of crimson, Reachiog its bighest
point, it spread until it appeared to
cover all who looked upon it. But they
wha looked stood only a moment, and
then with one accord, fled for their lives.
Men, women snd children jolned in one
mad race, the one object being to reach
a place where those hellish-looking
flames could not touch: The crowd
instinctively knew that the oll tank had
barst, and dimly comprehended what it
meant to be caught in thst descending
shower of fire, The firet concuesion,
slight although it was in sound, knock=
ed scores of people upon the streets
and broke even the heavy plate
glasses in the windows of the stores on
Talbot street, a fuli block away, Han-
dreds more tumbjed to the ground as
they rushed, terrified and panio-strick-
en from the spot. And then the fiory
stream came down, oarrying with it
death and horrible sufferiog. On the
roof of Elliott & Reath’s livery stable,
stood Herman Ponsford. Him the
flames enveloped as it sped on its v.ay,
and for a moment he stood thers, a
statute of fice. Then his friends
bade him jump, and down he
came, his coat belng torn from
his “back as soon as he reached the
ground, and the flames extinguished,
Horribly burned, s0 as to make the
men siok who looked upon him, he was
yet able to walk, and supported by two
friends, he went to the Dake Houee,
Paseing up Railwsy sirect, inall bis
pain, the poor fellow was still able to
recogofxe hia frlends. and “meeting Mr
Upper he call “‘Good bye Uopper.”
From the Dake House he was conveyed
to his own bhoms on Hughes
street, whese he was attended by
Dr. Kains, At an esarly hour this
morning it was feared that he would
not live, he being almost a maes of
burns, the upper portion of his trusk
especlally belog severely ir jured.
But Ponsford was only one amongst a
host whom the explosion injared. Ite
force was felt most severely north of
the scene of the wreck, and men,
women and children standing between
tho track and Talbot street were
caught by the wave and burnt. As full
a liet of those injured by this means as
can be gsthered at this writing is given
below. It is ngcessarily incomplete,
bat showa the dread(ul nature of the
explosion’s work, The flama from this
oxploslon did nov spread, They spent
their force, aud subsided as quickly ae
they rcse,
MRS. EMITHER

The wife of Mr. J. Smither, dry
goods merchant, was a yonsg lady
with hosts of friends in this city and
Toronte, She was before her marriage
a Miss Birkenshaw, of tho latter
oity, where  she  had hoped
soon toreturn. ,With ter child and hus-
bsnd she had been to the Port. they

church, Mr+ 8mithers waitod
last traip,
accldent until nearly 11 o'clock, when

being no evidence that the G.T\R.
traln,  Mra. Smithers wonld be
probaoly 35 years,

MRS S8 FRAINE,

was a lady of probably 50 years of age

hutband of Mr, Ballah, of South Dor.

\ e

that now lighted the heavens for miles
ancholy saiisfaction waa forbidden, the

will dwell forever as the memory
Loved ones on the

drenched with water handed up by the |

belng actlye members in the Baptist
for the
and had not heard of the
he at once dfove to this city, there
authorities had any idea : of sterting »
aged
wife of Mr. §. Fraine, merchant tallor,

Bhe had been twioe married, her first

chester. She was a prominent member

' of the Baptist church, and had a wide
olrcle of friende.

THE BURNING CARS
the oil and the warehouses were in
large pait consumed by 8 o’clock, and
the fire began to subside. The firemen
then turned their attention to the spot
where the,co ligioa took place,where the
englne and osre, what remaloed ot
them, sy In a piled-up mese. Uader
this, if anywhero, were the hodies of
the unforlunates, and every effort was
directed to so reduce the fJsmes at this
polnt ae to make investigation poesible,
The streams of water were steadily
play ed upon the mass, until the bl.ck-
ened framen and wheels began to peor
from out the glowing  furnace,
sod  then, a few moments after
ward, the dreadful whisper went
sround the expectant crowd,
“THRY CAN SEE PEOPLE IN THE RUINS "
[t was .too true. One by one the
oharred limbs of victims of the fire and
wreck were pulled from the debris,
untll in a ghastly pile there lay upon a
few boards hastily collected, a strong
and ghastly odor, telling all too plainly
how they dled the remains of
SEVER POOR MORTA LS.
These were conveyed to a vacant nplon{
in the vicinity, and decently ocovered
with a sheet, the while the search went
on for other viotims, Three more were
found. Two children and the englneer
of the train, Hesry Donnelly, Nayor,
Midgley ordered all the bodies to b
taken to the fire hall, where they now
ave, awalting, if poseible, that identifi-
cation which cah only be complete
when the roll call is made in the morn-

ng.

But the recovery of these ten bodies
brought uo solace to hundreds, or even
proved that their worst fears were
true. Yesterday was the day on which
the regular bathing traln went to the
Port, “leaviog London about 4, and,
returning, leaving the Port at 9 20. For
it scores of those who went down on
the excursion train would wait, and
the uncertainty regsrding who had
waited dot it, and wito had cast in their
lots with the passengers on the ill-fated
train, made the mental tension on those
with absent friends
STILL MORE TERRIBLE.

In many caeos husband had placed wife
and children on board the first train,
snd stayed himself for a bathe or a fish,
natll the later traln. Families had
parted at the Port, expecting to meet
again in a few houre, Who had come
snd who had not? Which had been
taken, and which Jeft ? © No one
,ooull answer! "Phe wires to the, Port
were dowa, and telegraph communios-
tign was therefore impossible. | Surely
$he $eain would come soon, for were
at the Port not in as great
, once they.had heard. the news

who gathered . around the
in Bf. Thomas? But it came

e o'alock passed; ten—eleven

»-pad fhe misgivings of the
wi @8 suroed into icdignation at
the heartl of the Railway Com.
pany whioh keep them in such
suepense when ghsre existed no necea-
sity for so doidg. One o'clock camfe,
d still no and it was nos unti|
0 o’olock this aing that the long-
looked-for . train{" steamed intoc the
station here,. and the fears of some
were confirmed aud hopes ef others
proved to be wgll foanded.

SCORES OF PEOPLE i
left at the Port had driven ap to town,
but still the train was heavily loaded.
The ecene.as it drew in at the station
bré was heartrending, the station
belog erowded with aoxious friends.
I'HE VICTIMS
The car next to the engine of the
psssenger train was an ordinary hox
oar, used for baggage. Next to it ‘'were
the ordinary passenger cars, At the
time of the collision the first of these
followed the engine and baggage oar
about as far as the track of the M, C
R.; here it tipped partly over, the front
rising off its trucks,and striking against
the end of the baggage car. The rear
end remsined on its trucke. This oar
was mostly filled - with women and
children, and it was among those at the
front end of It that all the fatalities
ocourred, Among those seated at thie
end were Mr* and Mrs. S, G. Zealand,
their son Bert, and {ofant child; Mrs,
J. Smithers and infant, Mrs S Fraine,
and child,Mrs. W, King and Mrs.Cronk,
According to Mrs, King, Mrs. Zasland
and infant, with Mrs. Smithers ani
Mre. Fraine, wdle seated on one side in
the extreme end seat, which ran croes
wise of the car, and Mr, Zsaland and
the baby were In the dpposite seat,
WHEN THE CRASH CAME
the most terrible confuston reigned for
a time, and nothing further was seen of
each othér by the ocoupants until they
met In eafety outeilde. Many were
rercued, but of those In the car who
met a horrible fate it is even yet too
early to epeak with autbority., Prod
ably tho last one to escape was Mrs.
Zoaland, who mansged to crawl
through one of the windows, and fel!
down among the trucks, from where
she was seen to crawl, and was imme
diately taken by kind hends and con-
veyed to the house of Mr., Samuel
Armstrong, brakeman, Centre &trent,
Here she at once found medical attend -
ance, and her wounds weré dressed.
Her leg was broken in two placegand
neck and back barned, and her S}rmn
aod hande very severely burned ’ Me,
Joseph Mickleborough, for whom Mr.
&2sland worked, at once instituted a
search for him, believing that he must
have heen with his wife. The search
proved unavailiog. and in a few hours
it was proved beyond doubt that Mr,
Zonaland was among the lost. When
the remaine of those found in the wreok
had been conveyed to the fire hall, Mr
Hugh Black made a careful search for
objects of identification, and found
A PAIR OF SCISSORS

heside one of the bodier that were
known to have belonged to Mr, Zoa-
land, Inthe meantime, Mrs, Zoaland,
who was quite conto our, was seen by,
Mr. Miokleborough, and to him shg
pa'd: *'Oh, can you find Mr, Zaaland,
snd baby and Bert?" ' Again she sald:

MRS SMITIERS IS RURNT
1 eaw ‘Mre. Smithers burnt,”
was the firat corroboration of the fear
that Mre. J. Smithera and child were
also among the unfortunates—a fear
that reeults have shown to be too well
fonnded,

For ouve more lady  and her ohild
conatant inquiry was being made—Mr s
8. Fralne was known to be on the
train, snd no trace of her ocould ks
fonnd. Mr, Fraioce was at the Port in
dreadful agony of mind, until - the firat
train from the north arrived this
morning at one, when he wae Informol
of the fesr that his wife and ohild were
killed. This aleo, at the present writ.
ing, ls believed to be true, and thus it

This

r

seems that two motbers, n
three bgbes were ameng the
NIKE BODIES FOUND IN THE WRKCK

The piace where a!l the remains,
exoept those of the engineer, were
found, appeared to bo about in the
position where the platform of the firss
passsoger would have rested, and it is
evideus that vither the victims were on
this platform, or at the extreme end of
the ocar.

ARE THEY THE OTHER VICTIMS,

Mr, Uewasld Baynes, of Loodon, sr-
rived in the city on the last train for
the Fort, and wae makiog enquiries for
his son's wife and Ler three children,
Ho bad heard that his eon, Mr. John
Bayuer, Lad been looklng for hia wite
and family and could find no tiace of
them, Mr. Baynes called at tha fire
hall bt could not see the bodies, the
Coroner baving issned an order that no
one shoald see the charred remains un-
til the morning,

THE THREE REMAINING

IDENTIFIED

Mr, Johr Baynes, moulder, of Lon-
don, was seen at 3,30 a. m. by a JoUk-
NAL reporter, and from his statement it
leaves 3o doubt that the remsining vic-

father and

VICTIMS

the Port to London, and the anoual
Sanday school picoic of the Centre
street Baptist church, being held at the
Port tc-day, a large number oame home
by this train. Two eemaphores were
turned sgaiost the train, the one at the
Wellington strest crossing and the one
at the M C R orossing yo-witneasey
of the accident atate that the train
osme down at s very rapld rate of
speed from Welliogton street, the
wheels of the engine gave a whiz and a
whirr as if the lever had been reversed,
snd the engine dashed into the M. C. R,
train and the coal oil took. fire: and
blazed up in &« moment. The M C., R,
train way & west bound freight and two
full oil tanks were on flat cars on the
rais just at the L. & P. 3. crossing,
and it was into one of those that the
engine dashed. Rallroad men on the
train state that they are positive from
the pecalisr motion of the cars that the
engineer applied the sir brake, but it
wou!d not” work. The fireman, H.
Angels, jumped before the orssh, and
escaped unhurt, but Eogineer Donnelly
was buried beneith the wreck, and his
remaine burned to a oinder.  The
d aad fireman of the train both

tims «% his wife and three chlldrq:. He
lost his. wife and four children, but
after a search of many hours found his
eop, 7 years old, fo London, The lad
told his father that & man pnlled, him
out of the first coach window. and as he
Q0§ out be saw some burning timbers
fall upon his sister Eina and/his mother,
Mrs. Baynes being a very large woman,
and one of the oharred trunks being
that of a large adalt, there is not the
slightest doubt but that the thre
hitaerts unidentified viotim¢ are Mra,
Baynes and her three children

THE BURNLD PROPERTY
1t ls impobsible at present writing to
glve a detailed list of the valae of pro-
perty destroyed by the fire, bat the fol
lowing ie a list of the buildings :
Richard Gilbert's, No. 1 warehouse,
in which was stored $4000 worth of
groceries belonging to J H. Price, The
buildiny is probably worth $2000.
The irame building on the corner of
Moore and Centre streets, ocoupied by
Mr. Josn Campbsll, All his facoltars,
etc, was aleo destroyed. The house be~
lopge 4 Mr, L, Campbeil,
F. Griffia’s o0l shed, facing the C.8
R. track and two sheds facing the
Great Western track, in which there
were thirty tons of blacksmiths’ coal.

F. @riffin’s shed, “contalnigg sleighs,
boxes, stc, w
Griffin's No. 2 warehouse was par-
tlally destroyed. It contajned plaster,
salt, osment, oets, oto., and the build:
ing wah valued ab about $2,000
Taere were four oars on the M. C, I’
train oonsumed, the two flat cars on
which were the oil tanks, s box car
loaded with general merchandise aud a
oar loadsd with castings
There were also, besides the engine,
four G{'I'.R. oara burned, the baggsge
oar dcyl first comch of the paesenger
train add two of a number which stood
at the siding, A couple of other cars on
the siding were also badly eoorched.
WHO'S TO BLAME,

On jspmecne’s hesd reste the awfal
rmpuu-;ﬁ:llity for the frightfal loss of
life and Drop:.( - that has taken place,
snd upon whose shoulders that blame
must be placed, cannot be positively
determjhed until after the inquest
True itds that the esmaphore south of
Welliogton etreet crossing was turned
sgainet KEngineer Donnelly, and that
he shou!d have stopped his train until
the semaphore was changed in his favor.
The semaphore at the M. C. R crossing
was aleo turned against him, and the
freight train blocked the track. The
M C.R. freight train and semaphore
there conld be seen from Wellington
street, and the reason why the dead
engineer did not stop his train seems
lncomprehensible unless indeed 1t be
a fact, as stated, that the
alr brakes would not work,and that the
engineer could not handle his train, If
this be true, then the responsibility is
shifted tg other shoulders Then why
did not 2ogineer Donnelly whistle for
hand brakes’ and if he did whistle, why
were not the brakes applied? Theee
are mattors that definite information
could not be obtained about in the
excitement of the calamity. But there
{s another atatement made, and made
boldly too, which if true leaves no
doubt at whose door the awful
responslbility muet be laid. Mr. R
Good #in states positively that he saw
the englaser befoge™ tho traim -started
and that he was manifestly uader the
iofluence pf liquor, .Journal reporters
had the statement of Mr Goodwin cor-
roborated in so far that several ladies
stated that they heard before leaving
the Port {hat the engineer and firemen
had been drinking conslderably. Ii thia
be true thon tbe cauee of the accident ie
plain and fourteen lives and an {m-
men&e amount of property have been
saoriliced to the Demon Drink.

TIUE EXCURSION TRAINS;
That tit> exoursion was run in a, to
say; the least, “most unusual manner,
seems incontrovertible. Mr, Krnest
Skinner, ¢ Ldndon, siates that in con-
versation with Kagineer Donnelly, the
latter ssil to him, “‘Come with me,
Ernie, facd I'll give you a shaking'np,”
Ouve Ilaly maye that she timed the run
from the Port to thiscity, aud that 1t
was made in fittsen minutes, muoh to
her surprigs. Mr., Darby, son of
of J. 7Z Darby, who lives just this side
of the bridge, states that he has been
in the habit of waiting for these trains
and jumping on them when they slacken
for the semaphore. Liast night he was
in waiting,but the tratu rashed over the
bridge without stopping, and passed
him at a rate of speed tbat msde it im-
possible for him to get on. He heard
no whistle blown and observed no ef-
forta made to lesgen speed.

Mr, John Miiligan was ataadiog
on Railway street with his daughter
when he noticed the train passing
at an uoususl rate. He did not
thiok much of that fact, and heard
no whistle. He heard a slight soand,
sodturning roand saw the black smoke
spurt apwird,

Mrs. B, F. Austin was watching the
train from the College ‘windows, and
thought that it was goiog a4 a slow

ACH,

Mr. Joha Gaffaey, G. T R dray-
man, saw the collislon and tho ap
prosching trala, He says it was mov-
ing aboas eight miles an ‘hour, that the
enine wao reversed, that the whistle
was blown for brakes, and that a man
was on top of the forward cars tighten.
ing the brakes,

THE TLL FAVED TRAIN,

Tha i1l fated train consistéd of eight
coaches anl one bagg:ge oar, next to
the engine. It wae in charge of Cindue-
tor Rv - Spettigue, - Eogucer Harry
Donnelly, engine Fireman H
Angelr,

L

-
10%,

It was an exocursion train from

atate that the
AR BRAKES FAILED TO WORK,
and that this fact wae the caure of the
acoldent. The conductor was seen by a
reporter, but decined to tell what he
knew. Fhe faot that the car used for
a baggage car was an ordinary box car,
it iseaid by railrond men, would cause
thy rubber of the. air brake to burst,
and it waa vory Jikely this fact that
osused their failure to work,

INJURED IN THE WRECK,
Miss Cha:lotte Jeffrey of London,
who was io the first c:r wat badly
burned about the legs and arms before
getting out of the wreck.
James Westerfelt of the Forest Clty
business college, London, had hls leg
badly injured in jomping out of the
recond oar.
Mr, A. B. Ramey, jeweller, had his
arm cut and burned by the glass of the
car window while aswstirg the afllicted
people from the first passenger osr,
MRR, W, H, KING INTERVIEWED,
Mrs, W. H. King ~as one of the
passengers on the firat passenger coach,
aud tells about as connected a story of

| the terrible cccurcence as anyone seen,

Bhe says that she hsppened to look ont
of the car window to see if the traln
was going to stop at Welllngton street,
and just & moment after the oara
struck, and the ories of the sffrighted
passengers was something dreadfal.
Bhe hsuded her three children out of
the  window, and helped cut Mrs, Del,
Drake and Mrs. Wegg, the latters
dress being about torn from her hody.
Bhe eaw no one trampled upon. Alr,
A. B. Remey and Mr. Del. Drake
rendered  great assistance towards
resoulng the imprisoned - passengers.
Mrs King says that Mrs. John King
looked at her.watch just before the
orseb, &nd “¥efarked that they were
just fifteen minutes in corring from the
Pd¥t  Bhe noticed that Mrs, James
Smither and her baby; Mrs. S, Fraine
srvd Mra. “iaalend eal fa the listle cross
seat at the very front of the oar, and
Mr, Samuel J Zealand and his little
son sat on the left hand elde opposite
them. The others, she poticed, were
Mrs, Hugh Williame and two children,
Miss Jennie Wilson and Miss Bessie,
but all of the latter escaped.
CLEARING THE WRECK
As soon as the flames had sufficiently
subsided the M. C, R. steam wrecker
wag brought oot and set to work clear
Ing the track. It was but the work of
s few minutes to lift tho oll tanks and
burned care to the side of the tracik,and
a gang of men, hardly before the ground
had got cool, were 2t work laying the
rails, which had been warped and
turned in fantastic shapes by the
collision, and the intense heat. At 10
o'clock one line of rails were lald, and
communication was opened up three
hours -after the accident occurred.- The
gang -of men kept at work, and
about two o'clock the secoad lina
of track was relaid. The Grand Truuk
auxliary was also brought out at once
and the work of relaaing their rails was
completed at 1230, Tho scene pre-
sented was one long to bs remembered
The smoke curllng up from the burniog
raine, scores of busy men working a’
the track, others with lanterns in their
hands direoting operations and arousd
them belng a circle of citizene anxiously
awaiting the arrival of the train from
the Port to find out whether loved
relatives or friends were safe or were
amongst the unrecogn'zable victime.
THE FIREMEN'S BRAVERY,

I'60 much oannot be said in praise of
the fire department. In the face of a
conflagration, the like of which was
never seen before in this city, with
appliances not too well adapted for the
worls, they bravely fought the flamee
in the face of the intense, scorohing
heat, Thelr eflorve were well directed,
and  they descrve, the . thanks
and more than thanks, of the public for
the mnoble way iu which they battled
with the flames. Ilavy of them have

en severely injured in the strugg'c,
but it is a cause for congratulation that
none of them lost thelr livee. They
went to work with a will, did it well,
showed that they were made of good
stuff, and did not flinch from doing
thelr duty, though they oarried their
lives in their handa,
TELEGRARHIC COMMUNICATION CUT OFF

The wires of the M.C,R. and G.T.R,
ware all melted by the heat and twisted
into coils, and telegraphic communiose
tion by the M.C.R. to the vest and G,
T R. to Port Stanley was cat off. The
Great Northweatern Company did nbt
have a wire until late at night, and it
“was impossible to com nunicate in any
way with the Port. Large nuwmbers
drove deéwn to eatisfy thearselves
whether their dear onos were smongst
the viotims ornot. At 11 o'clock the
Great Northwestern got a wire in use,
and a groat mapy anxious hesartse were
made glad and others sorrowful by the
messagen flashed across the wire. As
soon as the rails were Ia'd tho M, C. R
were ahle £o run traios on thelr line by
rendiny the dispat her on the western
divisloo up to the Church etreet atation.
Thus thure wis very littlo delay to
4raffic

INJURED BY THE EXPLOSION,

0. Norsworthy, scalp and ears burne
ed

Mro. MoGinnia badly burned,
ankle sprained,

Mrs. Uarow
burned

Ald. Cockram had both hends slnged,

A Mugselman neck burned.

Mr. McKinpey inatep hiujeed and
bone of foot broken.

and

cut in the faco and

severely.

D. MoNioholl had his hands burned

Samuel Bowlby, fireman, hands burn-
ed.

Conductor Matlock hands burned.

R. Ssnders. Welllngton street, hands
burned.

H, Smith bruised sud burnt.

W. Usloots, Centre street, hands, face
and arme scalded.

F. Queen head, wriste and neck
burned,

Odn Ellwood badly bruised, hands,
back, neck and ehoulder burmed.
Oscar  Allen wriste and

soorched,

W. F. Martin badly barned about
the hande and face,

Mr, T. Comfort, builder, had both
bande burned while attempting to save
Herman Pousford.

Perry  Van Houghton, M.C.R.
glaeer, ‘had both hands burned,

. Hoyt, M.C.R., had both
han is burned.

Mr. Alex: Austin, G.T.R. engineer,
had bis shoulder dislocated.

Thomss Robinson, fireman, was bad-~
ly burned about the head.

John MoLeod had his face and handa
scorched,

Charles Dake, who was baock of
barn at the time of the
plosjon was badly burned
the head and face,

Hary Beovie had his hande and
burned,

L. Bennett had both hands burned.
Wm. Foote,, fireman, badly burned,
face and hands.

James Miokleboro, nephew of Joseph
Micklebos®’, neck badly burnt.

~ Mr+ Gardeer, Yarwood st., fell and
wae badly injured in shoulder and side.
Mr. Pretty, run over by a hose reel,
hurt about thigh, side and arms.

Albers Hutson, supt. of 8% Thomas
(Gemetery Improvements, hands badly
burned,

J. J. Andrews, of the American Ex-
presa Office had the same leg that was
injured on & toboggan slide last fall
badly jammed in a fence.

Lernad Ferguson, burnt about head
and bruised,

Mr. Foroes, blacksmith M. C, R
badly burnt over face and hands.

M J. H. MoUoll, of the firm of
McColl & McLellan, was run over on
Talbot street by a dray horse frightened
by the explosion. His leg was broken,
and he was burned gbout the head and
body.

Mrs. Biumerfelt and Miss Clsrk were
knocked over from the foroe of the exa
plosion and both were severely bruised
and slightly barned.

W. H. Walbourn, chief of the fire
depsrtment, who was on Kailway street
at the time of the explosion, had his
right armn, hande and face meverely
burned.

Mrs. Bains, of London, wase bally
burned,

John MoKellar, burned oo the back
of the nesk and head.

Wm, Reath, liveryman, of the firm
of Resth & Elliatt, arm severely burn
od snd otherwise scorched

Wm. Joyce, G.T.R. engineer, severe
ly burned, back and hands,

Hon, Allen Francis, U, 8. conenl,
was G Moure surevs as the time of the
explosion, and the hose cart ran over
him, iojuriog his head severely, there
being a lump on the temple as big as
an egg, His injurles are serious.

Ed. oore, of the Red Foundry,
hands and face soorched.

A seven-year-old daughter of Mr,
Willlam Jeffers, Scott street, was
soverely burned about the hands and
face,

Neleon Gadsby, blac
on-the'face and head,

Dogald Sirclair, both ears burned.
Thomas Dosherty, printer, JOURNAL
office, hands, ears and neck badly
buryed

Mr. Newcombe, of the firm of Kd-
wards & Newcombe, badly burned on
the neck and ears.

W. P. Reynolds, of the
Bank, ears and neck scorched.
Robert Edgar, Air Line

hands burnt.

Mr, A. Chudley, shoemsker, was
badly bruised by being run over by the
hose reel.

Mre, Arthur MoKionls, Hincks
atreet, wasy scorched about the hands
eod fage,

Gordie and Frankle Cattley, sons of
Mr. Robt. J, Osttley, Opecha street,
werc on Rallway street at the time of
the explosion, The clothes of both lads
took firo and they were, it s feared;
fatally burned Their face, hands and
bodies wero terribly scorched before
their clothing could be extinguished,

A lictle boy named Whitesell was
severaly burnt

Deputy Register Clark had his neck
badly burnt, and several teeth kicked

hands

ca-

thet
ex-
about

legs

emith, burned

Molsons

fireman,

ut.

W. W- Disher, in endeavoiing to
escape at time of explosion, was tripped
and fcll, severely outting one of hie

egs,

J. W. McKay, frult dealer, received n
sevare cut on the knee
Barney Reece, fireman, badly bnrned
neck and baock -
Wm. Barclay, fireman, soalded back
and chin and badly bruised
Wm. Morris, firemsn,
about the'hands snd back.
Jas, Foloy, fireman, severely burnt
all over the body.
Wm. Palmeraton, superintendent of
the 8t, Thomas streeet railway, was
standing on the main line at the time of
the explosion and was strack by a
plsok and thrown twenty fect. A man
oavght him and pulled out of the reach
of the flames, .but not before ha
was geverely bural about the head.

Mise A3 Cabot, side of
soorched

Dan MoKechnie, feetand lega badly
burned.

James Garry,
burned,

Mrs. Wm, K. Howarth, 50 Soott
street, was atraock and run over by ths
hose reel and recelved abad cut in tho
eye, and her lega wore badly bruised.

Mr, Fairbrother badly burnt on face

Charles}Crowley janitor ventral.school
ears and back barnt, his vest beiny
purnt from his back.

‘ (Jeo. Ackerman, painter, both
and neck sco ched.
LIST OF 1HE KILLED

The following, 1o far ss can
learned, is the lLet of tho.killed: —

Mrn. J. Smither and.ehi'd,

Mre, 8. Feaive and ohild,

Mr. 8. G Zoasland and ohild.

Mrs, J. Bayass and three children,

KEogineer Donnelly.

Miss Thompeon drowned.

Mr. H. Ponsford, fatally injured.

Mrs. 8. G. Z-aland, fatally injured -

Making a total of 14 lives lost.

AT THE PORT.

The excitiment at the Port was
romething awlul after it was learncd
that an aocident had ocourred, About

badly burnt

face

foet and legs badly

handa

bo

10 o’oloock, the traln not y
enquirien began to be made and the facs
that thero was no tel hio communi-
ocation with the city was learned, and
the anxious crowd became aware shat
somethipg serious was the matter, aud
all norts of ramofs were in circulstion.
About 11 o’clock a couple of parties ar
rived from the city, and the firat tac$: in
rogard to the tercible calamity were
learned, and those who had relatives
and friends on the train .wers almost
frantic.  No selegram could bs nent or
received, and every rig that' con'd be
hired was secured snll’ ‘mumbers: drove
to the oity to dispel their fears or find
their worst suspicions more than ‘real-
ized. After tolegraphio communication
had been received no news could be Rot
regarding Triends In many oases, and
the weary wait till after one o’olock for
the train to start was a veritable por-
gatory to many a<one

THE FREIGHT TRAIN
The M, C R, train was an «xtra weat,
Conductor Faatz Rogineer 0'Shea.with
engine 366, brakemen Ruckle and Quinn
snd Firemsn R, Tremaine, It lefs the
% 7 v'elook, sad the oolllslon
muest therefore have, taken place about
five minutes past.
LRy THE oIL TANKS
carried on this train would hold  from
3500 to 5000 gallona of oil, and the ome
that exploded must have oontained
nearly the latter quanity, The intense
heat from the burning tank that had
bsen broken by the impact of the engli@
generated 80 much gas In the other that
the faucet, even if open,could not give
vent tolt, and as a consequence the
explosion occured,
THE M C R
had their derrlck at work in a shat
time and the track waas oleared and
trains passed over it at half past ten.
The first L & P S train passed south
at 1,20 this morning.

NOTES,

. Mr, Sharon, of Aylmer, brother cf
Mra. 8. Fraine, arrived in the city last
night,

John Doyle, grocer, got out of the
rear of the firet passenger car a num,
ber of ®poons and forks marked M, G.
v

The police have fn‘their poesession
dozens of hats lost in the race for life a$
the time of the explosion,

Mrys. C.' Wegg was the last peuuﬁ to
get out of, the car on which the nine
persons were burned to death.

The firet steps toward holding an in..
quest into the causs of the accident will
be taken this morning

The charred trunk$ of she victima
were taken to the fire hall by Btrong &
Co*, undertakers, aud placed in a shell;
A rumor was in ocirculation that the
county judge was one of the viotims,
but it was afterwards learned that he
was at the Port.

Knox ohur oir plonicked as the
Port yester%b none of the party
returned by efated: train,

Miss Ksston, of Tecumseh, Mioh,,
wan inetrumental in saviog Dr, Pen-
warden’s little son, She with Mise
l’env;vard('n snd the Iad were on the first
anach,

A detachment of the firo department
remained at the scene of the fire all night
throwlog water upon the emoldering
1uine

or. Atkios, son in law of Harry

Doonelly. the euvincer, arrived in the
city by epeocial from London early - this
morning

The borse attached to the hook and

ladder wauon became scared at the
explesion and ran away, breaking the

rig romewhat, but was osughs before

muoch demege was done.

. H, Beaie trfed to get a woman

out, but could not, and thinks sho was

burned,

Among other~ who were in the first

cag were Mrs, C E. Williams and two

children, Mys, Fred Uaruh, Mra,

Wilson, Mrs E. McCrone, Mr. W.

Westlake, all of whori were pulled

out of the windows. A nuree girl
with Mre. Smithers escaped.

Mr. A, Cbudley, shoe-maker, who
was ijured by being run over by the
hose reel, the wheeln passing over his

atomach, vook very bad during the night
and fears are ontertained of his recovery.
Roports wero recdived in the city
that Mr, James Smithers had also been
in the oar which has barned apnd was
probably a yictim, but later the report
was proved un‘rue by the appearance
of Mr. Switheie in the city, he having
driven to town.

Mrs Zenalaud, !t is stated, said that
her husband, son, Mre. Smither and
baby, Mrs, Fraine and ohild, sat in the
firet coach near where she sat and, if O,
there ia little doubt but that they are
all amongs! the victims,

Mr. A B. Remey, jeweller, and Mr,
Del Drake, of the M. C, R, were in the
first passenger coach, and stated to a
JOURNAL reporter that when they left
the car it was ompty. Theoy must have
been mistaken in this as the burned
bodies found {n the ruins would show
unless the parties were in the
front platform the ocar.

Tho litt given above of those injured
ie of necessity an uncomplete one,
The city nhysloians attendcd to num:
bers of ivjared parties whom they did
not know nor whom they did not ask
their names, I'ho pbysicians are ocer-
talnly dec.erving of the highest praise
for tho self sacaificing manner in whioh
they rowponfed to the call of duty,
attending to the injured until late In
the night, In the great majority of cases
their services being without reward.

When the.large tenk of oil exploded
and the cloads of fire burst forth in all
directions, reeming to envelop and liok
up in its rapscious jaws the fleeing
niultitude, to many minds flashed the
thouglt that Bt, Thomas was to have
the expesience of the wretched maulti
tude "'hicago's great fire.. Kor a
minute or two it seemed as if the whole
osot end of the city wes to have been
food for the flames.

riding

8

ANOTHER FATALITY.-~A YOUNG LADY
DROWNED,

Mies ‘I hompson, a young lady be.
longlog ‘0 London, met her death by
drowning at one o'clock this morning,
at Port Stanley She with another
young lady, her oousin, tired of waiting
for the trala to start for home, took a
walk down on the west pier and sat
down to wait for its starting, At
one o'clock, when word was recelved
that it was about to atart,
she got up and wot realiziog that she
was aa near the edge of "the picr as she
really was, utepgad off into the water
and was drowned before assistance ar-
rived, T body was recovered In'a
few miog€es just at the spot where she
fell in and was taken to London on the
traln whioh reached this oity at 2 a, m.

A young men from London fell off
the pter a; Port Stanloy last night, bug

luonpod with a bad ducking,




