
m

Beil** Bleak Leoe 8Uk Mile....... -28o
* " Hose ......... 8\ 12o, 15o
' Grey " 2 pair for......... 25u

Balbriggan Hoee, 15o pair at

J B. HILL & CO’S.
■3*

volume e-

I00B8ETS, 25o, 860, 50o, 75o * 1 pelr. 
GOTTON8 from 80 yard up, 
|GLOVK8,rtine Llele, 10a pelt, et

J. B. HILL & CO’S.
' !

8T TB0MA8. ONTABid, SATURDAY. ,IULI 16.188,. / No 271

WOE
And Bi ter Mi* in Many

Mil.

Fourteen Lives Sac­
rificed

funeral iYBE I of the Baptist ohurob, and had a wide
that noy lighted the heavens for miles ^ circle of frlende.
Anewwtl * THK BURNING CARS

By Someone's Blunder or 
Someones Orime-

Frightful Accident to an 
{Excursion Train,

Whioh Buns Into an Oil Train 
and Twain*

are Earned,

At the Crosalüg of the HI. C. K. 
and L. & r S. Kailroad 

In SL Ihoma*.

In Dreadful 3« qui»noe »n Explo- 
plotlon Follow#, Killing and 

Won tiding Several Others

And a Lady Falls In o the l.tkut P»r^ 
Ntaeley, i. Dhowned ' *

A calamity fell upon 8t. Th >mas last 
night, the like of whioh never occurred 
before In the history of the city—a cal­
amity so sudden In Its fell destruction,
so

HOB Kl B** IN ITS DETAILS,

■o terrible in its résulté, that the pen 
falters as it attempts to tell the tale» 
and the miod is atncken with horror ae 
h recalls the hearf-rendiog incidents c^l 
Vhe catastrophe.

At ten minutes past seven last night 
a long excursion tr»u on the London & | 
1‘ort Stanley Railway, heavily loaded 
with homevretorning excursionists,

RAN INTO A FREIGHT THAI N 
on the Michigan Central railway at the 
crossing of the two roads In this city. 
The engine of the passenger train 
plunged into two oil cars of the moving 
freight, breaking the tank of 1 one. 
Instantly the oil gushed out in a tor­
rent, swept over the engine, and in an 
instant ofj time the flames shot upward 
with terrific force, belching their black 
amoke high Into the heavens, and envel* 
oping In a golden shroud the cars that 
had plunged after the engine Into the 
wreck. Covered by that shroud from 
mortal view, their bodies burled deep 
among the twisted and broken timbers 
and wheels,ten souls took their flight t° 
heaven.

One Instant of
HORROR BTRK KBN AMAZEMENT 

by onlooker and excursionist Then 
the living stream poured forth from the 
excursion cars, from wheoce but a 
moment before gaily the children had 
been flirting their handkerchief» at the 
pedestrians upon the streets, and 
in another moment scores of men 
jumped to the aid of those lu the 
burning care, impelled iu their 
heroic work by the screams of those 
who had escaped, and the groane of 
those within. Window» were torn from 
their fastenings, and strong banda 
palled through the casement the limp 
forms of the territied women and child 
ren. Within two minutes from the 
crash the flames had entirely enveloped 
tbw" engine. baggage « oar and 
adjacent freight cars, and were 
greedily devouring ttie forward 
passenger oar, in whioh were still im­
prisoned men, women and children. 
But their .heroic rescuers battled on, 
oaring naught for the flames that 
threatened them with a horrible death, 
so long as the helpless women and their 
babes were rescued. At the forward 
end of the oar where the fire was greed 
ily creeping, several women were lm 
prisoned by broken seats. The rescu­
ers tore ont the windows and literally 
pulled the prisonets from the very jswe 
of death. Those who did this noble ser­
vice say that not a soul within that oar 
was ldst. If this be true the victims 
must all have been upon the front plat 
form, it Is a certainty, however, that 
some ef them were In the oar, as among 
the missing are ones who were seen sit 
ting in the froht seats.

Up to this time no one had any oon 
caption of the true nature of the 
tragedy. It was know» at onoefrotn 
the story of the fireman, who bed'-*e* 
espsd, that, the e agir ear had died at his 
post a id th »t hie b was under that 
hortibl , leaping wa 1 of fl une. Other 
stories tnei e we»e of loss of life, hot aV 
were only oorjao'ure or idle rumoi 
The fearful flame», fed by the oil and 
wooden oars, effectually prevent» d all 
investigations and kept the crowd at a 
respectful distance.

THOSE OF THE INJURED

•round. To those to whom this mel­
ancholy sa1 lefaotton was forbidden, the 
mlnutf>6 dragged like hours, and their 
horror will dwell forever as the memory 
of a horrible dream. Loved ones on the 
train or at the Port, and no word ! No 
word to tell whether wife, or husband, 
tiapfer or brother, mother or father or 

iliiren were alive or dead Oh, the 
iflenae was awful ! And many a 

one, rather than face the possibility 
of the secret being first disclosed by th< 
sinking of that towering flame, turned 
their face homeward, there to await in 
agony the return of the absent ones, or 
the news that they wooid never agaii 
oroes the, threshold of their homes 
Others ran frantically, with etrealnin» 
tears,from man to man,asking plteoual) 
for news of loved ones.

And still the tire bnrqt on. » There 
seemed no rest for it—no satiating oi 
its greed. Never has there been a more 
terrific conflagration In 8t. Thomas. At 
the point where the two roads intersect 
there is a space clear of buildings to the 
south and west. To the north there 
were a number of warehouses sad ooal 
sheets, and to the east a frame house 
owned by Mr. John Csmpbell. The 
crossing, in the centre of this space, 
was all this time one vortex of billowy I 
fire. The oil burned long and fiercely, ( 
sending up a flame Intensely crimson. 
Though the manhole in the top of one 
of the tanks poured continuously a 
flame, white and fiercer than the 
surrounding fire, creating the appear­
ance of gigantic and van-colored fire­
work*. The oars that still remained 
on their trucks, on both lines of track, 
were drawn to a place of safety at the 
earliest possible moment. The psssen- 
ger oars on the L. & P S K were 
pushed away from the fire by the main 
force of hundreds of bands- The 
freight train, which had nearly crossed 
the track, when struck, was 
drawn out by its engine, and an engine 
from the M. C. R yards was quickly 
odupled to the few rear freight cars and 
drew them away. And still the fire 
burnt on, great volumes of flsmee 
sweeping on the gentle northerly breeze 
to the warehouses to the north, and 
Campbell’s Iroase to the east, envelop­
ing them so completely that resistance 
by the firemen was almost useless, the 
streams of water poured upon the fire 
appearing to have no more effect than 
so many penay.flfltilrte. All that could 
be done was toprevent the fire’s spread, 

appearing probable that the Dake 
House and Elliott & Heath's stable 
would fall before its steady advance. 
On these and adjacent bull^gs the 
firemen played, while dozens if, 
men ascended the roofs, and kept thee| 
drenched with water handed up by the 
pail brigades. By half past aevea ware 
houses Nos. one and two, two large ooal 
sheds and Campbell’s house, were 
beyond saving. Then came

THE DREADFUL SEQUEL 
to the holaoauet of half an hour before. 
The fates had not yét worked thei^ 
worst Without warning,In the twink­
ling of an eye, the heavens, black until 
that moment with densest smoke, were 
illuminated mm bp » fini» «<

who had been succored were promptly 
taken into the houses thit abutted on 
the scene, where their wounds and burns 
were attended t.o by the many phyei 
oiacs present. To the friends of thet 
It was a positive relief from the horrlbl 
uncertainty of the hour to knew 
at least that their fate was not 
that if instant death within the

the oil and the warehouses were in 
large pait consumed by 8 o'clock, and 
the fire began to subside. The firemen 
'hen turned their attention to the spot 
where tbe,co lieioo took place,where tte 
engine and oars, what remained ot 
them, lay In a piled-up mass. Under 
this, if anywhere, were the bodies of 
the unfortunates, and every effort was 
directed to so reduce the fl«mes at this 
point as to make Investigation possible.
The streams of water were ateadlly 
pla>ud upon the mass, until the bl. :k- 
ened frames and wheels began to peer 
from out the glowing _ furnace, 
and then, a few moments after 
ward, the dreadful whisper went 
aroood the expectant crowd,
•‘THEY I'AN SEE PEOPLE IN THE RUINS ”

It was too true. One by one the 
charred limbs of victims of the tiro and 
wreck were pulled from the debris, 
until in a ghastly pile there lay upon a 
few boards hastily oollected, a strong 
and ghastly odor, telling all too plainly 
how they died the remains of 

SKYER poor mortal».
These were conveyed to a vacant spaoa I 
in the vicinity, and decently covered^ 
with a sheet, the while the search went 
on for other victims. Three more were ...... ... ,
found. Two children and the engineer I "v1 , a f "1*n polled, him
of the tr.io, Henry Donnelly; V.yorl0”’ ” »e first ooaoh window, and at he 
Midgley ordered all the bodice to bJX*0* out "?w »°™ burning timber»
taken to the fire hall, where they now 
are, awaiting, if possible, that identifi­
cation which cab only be complete 
when the roll call is made In the morn­
ing.

But the recovery of these ten bodies 
brought no solace to hundreds, or even 
proved that their worst fears were 
true. Yesterday was the day on which 
the regular bathing train went to the 
Port, leaving London about 4. and, 
returning, leaving the Port at 9 20- For 
it scores of those who went down on 
the excursion train would wait, and 
the uncertainty regarding who had 
waited&ri* it, and who had cast in their 
lots with the passengers on the ill-fated 
train, made the mental tension on those 
with absent friends

STILL MORE TERRIBLE.
In many oaeoe husband had placed wife 
and children on board the first train, 
snd stayed himself for a bathe or a fish, 
until the later train. Families had 
parted at the Port, expecting to meet 
again in a few hours. Who had come 
and who had nolT Whioh had been 
taken, and which left ? No one 

|,oouH answer! The wires to the Port 
were down, and telegraph communies- 
tlpD vm therefore impossible. Barely 

0 train would come soon, for were 
at the Port not in ae great 

osoe they had heard the news 
who gathered around the 
8t Thomas? But It oame 
» o'clock passed; ten—eleven 

the misgivings of the 
turned into iedignation at 

the heattlessMp of the Railway Com. 
pany whioh ohtiM keep them m such 
suspense when there existed no neces­
sity for so doafef. One o’clock came, 

* still no tralpLaed U was not
dull smothered sound smote the esr.and 

11 eyes, turning upward at the ominous 
sound, beheld a eight at once 
beautiful and horrible. All along the 
side of the clond of smoke whioh edged 
it like a funeral pall rolled upward 
as an unfolding scroll, or the rising 
billows of a sea of fire, a flame of saffron 
and of crimson. Reaching its highest 
point, it spread until It appeared to 
oover all who looked upon it. But they 
who looked stood only a moment, and 
then with one accord, fled for their lives. 
Men, women aud children joined in one 
mad raoe, the one object being to reach 

place where those hellish-looking 
flames could not touch-' The crowd 
instinctively knew that the oil tank had 
burst, and dimly comprehended what it 
meant to be caught in that descending 
shower of fire. The first concussion, 
slight although It was in sound, knock­
ed scores of people upon the streets 
and broke even the heavy plate 

i in the windows of the stores on 
Talbot street, a full block away. Hun­
dreds more tumbled to the ground as 
they rushed, terrified and panic-strick­
en from the spot. And then the fiery 
stream came down, carrying with it 
death and horrible suffering. On the 
roof of Elliott & Heath’s livery stable, 
stood Herman Ponsford. Him the
flsmee enveloped as It sped on its t.ay, 
and for a moment he stood there, a 
statute of fire. Then hie friends 
bade him jump, and down he
came, his coat being torn from
his back as soon as ho reached the 
ground, and the flames extinguished. 
Horribly burned, so as to make the 
men sick who looked upon him, be was 
yet able to walk, and supported by two 
friends, he went to the Dake House. 
Passing up Railway street, in all his 
pain, the poor fellow was still able to 
recognise hie friends and meeting Mr. 
Upper ho call “Goodbye Uoppet,”
From the Dake House he was conveyed 
to his own borne on Hughes 
street, where he was attended by 
Dr. Kains. At an early hour this 
morning it was feared that he would 
not live, he being almost a mass of 
burns, the upper portion of hie trunk 
especially being severely it jured.

But Ponsford was only one amongst a 
host whom the explosion injured. Its 
force was felt most severely north of 
the scene of the wreck, and men, 
women ana children standing between 
the track and Talbot street were 
oaught by the wave and burnt. Ae full 
a list of those injured by this means as 
caq be gathered at this writing is given 
below. It is necessarily incomplete, 
bat shows the dreadful nature of the 
explosion’s work. The flame from this 
explosion did not spread. They spent 
their force, and subsided as quickly as 
they rcse.

MRS. EMITHBK
The wife of Mr. J. Smlther, dry 

goods merchant, was a young lady 
with hoe la ef friends in this city and 
Toronto. She was before her marriage 
a Miss Blrkenehaw, of the latter 
city, where she had hoped 
soon to return. "With her child snd hus­
band she had been to the Port, they 
being active members in the Baptist 
church, Mr* Smithere waited for the 
last train, and had not heard of the 
accident until nearly 11 o'clock, when 
he at once drove to this city, there 
being no evidence that the G.T.R. 
authorities had any idea of starting a 
train. Mrs. Smithers would bo aged 
probably 35 yean.

MRS S FKAINK,
wife of Mr. 8. Frame, merchant tailor, 
was a lady of probably 50 years of age 
She hid been twice married, her first 
husband of Mr. Ballah, of South Dor­
chester. She was a prominent member

seems that two mothers, a at her and 
three b%heti were airv ng the#

NIKE 1 JODIES FOUND IN THE WRECK
The place where all the remains, 

except those of the engineer, were 
found, appeared to be about In the 
position where the platform of the first 
passenger would have rested, and it is 
evident that either the victims were on 
this platform, or at the extreme end of

ARE' THEY TIIE OTHER VICTIMS.
Mr. Oswald' Baynes, of London, ar­

rived in the city on the last tialu for 
the Port, and was making enquiries for 
hie son's wife and her three children. 
Ho bad heard that his son, Mr. John 
Baynes, had been looking for hie wife 
and family and could find no tiaoe of 
them. Mr. Haynes called at thd tire 
hall btft could not see the bodies, the 
Coroner having issued an order that no 
one should sue the charred remains un­
til the morning.

THE THREE REMAINING VICTIMS 
IDENTIFIED

Mr. John Baynes, moulder, of Lon­
don, was seen at 3.30 a. m. by a Jour­
nal reporter, and from his statement it 
leavryo doubt that the remaining vic­
tims '.Ta hie wife and three children. He 
lost his wife and four children, but 
after a search of many hours found hia 
sop, 7 years old, in London. The lad 
told his father that

o’olook this morning that the long 
looked-for traîne steamed into the 
station here, a*4 the fears of some 
were confirmed and tbs hopes ef others 
proved to be WfU founded.

scosto drrsopLE
left at the Pore had driven op to town, 
but still the train was heavily loaded. 
The eoene as It drew in at the station 
Hère was heartrending, the station 
being crowded with anxious friend».

THE VICTIMS
The car next to the engine of the 

passenger train was an ordinary box 
oar, used for baggage. Next to it were 
the ordinary passenger oara. . At the 
time of the collision the first of these 
followed the engioe and baggage oar 
about as far as the track of the M. C.
R- ; here it tipped partly over, the front 
rising off its trucks,and striking against 
the end of the baggage car. The rear 
end remained on its trucks. This oar 
was mostly filled with women and 
children, and it was among those at the 
front end of It that all the fatalities 
occurred. Among those seated at this 
end were Mr* and Mrs. 8. G. Zealand, 
their son Bert, and Infant child; Mrs.

Smithere and infant, Mrs S Fraine, 
and child,Mrs. \V, King and Mrs.Crook. 
According to Mrs. King, Mrs Zealand 
and infant, with Mrs. Smlther a ani. 
Mrs Fraine, wdl|p seated on one side in 
the extreme end seat, whioh ran cross 
wise of the car, and Mr. Zealand and 
the baby wore In the dpposite seat.

WHEN THE CRASH CAME 
tbe most terrible confusion reigned for 
a time, and nothing further was seen of 
each other by tho occupants until they 
met In safety outside. Many were 
rescued, but of those In the oar who 
met a horrible fate It is even yet too 
early to speak with authority. Prob­
ably tho last one to escape was Mrs. 
Zealand, who managed to crawl 
through one of the windows, and fell 
down among the trucks, from where 
she was seen to crawl, and was imme­
diately taken by kind hands and uou 
veyed to the house of Mr. Samuel 
Armstrong, brakeman, Centre titrent. 
Here she at onoe found medical attend 
ançe, and her wounds were dressed. 
Her leg was broken iu two placeft-^nd 
neck and back burned, and her \krme 
and banda very severely burned ’ Mr, 
Joseph Miokleborongh, for whom Mr. 
£aaLnd worked, at once instituted a 
search for him, believing that he must 
have been with his wife. The search 
proved unavailing, and in a few hours 
It was proved beyond doubt that Mr. 
Zealand was among the lost. When 
the remains of those found in the wreok 
had been conveyed to the fire hall, Mr 
Hugh Black made a careful search for 
objects of identification, and found

A. PAIR OF SCISSORS
beside one of the bodies that were 
known to have belonged to Mr. Zea­
land, In the meantime, Mrs. Zealand, 
Who wsa quite o >nro Oar, was seen by 
Mr. Mlokleborough, and to Mm she 
sa'd: "Oh, can yon find Mr. Zealand, 
and baby and Bert?’’ Again she said:

“MRS 'WITHERS IS BURNT. 11 
I saw M*a. Smithere burnt.” This 
was the first corroboration of tho fear 
that Mrs. J. Smithere and child were 
also among the unfortunates—a fear 
that reeulce have shown to be too well 
founded.

For one more lady and her child 
constant inquiry was being made—Mrs 
8. Fraine was known to bo on tho 
train, and no trace of her could hé 
found Mr. Fraine was at the Port in 
dreadful agony of mind, until - the first 
train from the north arrived this 
morning at one, when be was informed 
of the fear that his wife and child were 
killed. Thle also, at the present writ­
ing, is believed to be true, and thus it

fall open hi. sister Edna andffi7. mother;
b®m8 » very Urge women. 

thM of16 l°f lke.ob*,red trank, being 
elUhfcL h rga.*d?U’ ,hcre '* ”“t the 
hiÏÈÎ2? d°?bt ‘h‘t the thte,
hitherto unidentified victims are Mr» 
Haynes and her three children.

THE ^BURNED PROPERTY
»t present writing to 

give, dot.,led list Of the v.lneof nro 
party destroyed by the fire, bat the fol 
lowing is. list of the buildings :

Ei°h*rd Glibert's, No. 1 warehouse, 
wbl.ch «•« stored 8400(1 worth of 

grooeries belonging to J H. Price. The 
e-w ■ 18 Prob*b,y worth (2000.
Tho Irsme building on the corner of 

Moore sod Centre street., occupied by 
«.r, Joan Campbell. All, his facnltore, 
®tc- w« »l«o destroyed. Tho house be- 
longs èa Mr. L. Campbell,

F Griffin', odal .hed, facing the C.8 
K. tr.ok end two sheds lacing the 
Grool Western track, in which there 

£ a ,my ,‘T °J blacksmiths' onal.
boL^””'- ' e0nt*lDi^ *lei*b'.

tl.n?®? ’, N<\ 2 warehouse was par , 
tially destroyed. It contenned plaeter, 
•eif, usinent, oats, oto., and the build’ 
'"«va* Valued at about *2,000 

There were four oare on the M C. It 
train consumed, the two fist cars on "“I* »«• ‘b- oil tanks, .Hear 
loaded jsuth general merchandise and a 
oar loaded with castings 
, Th”f”ere alao. besides thd engine, 
four Grr.R. oars bnrned. the baggsge
”*r, <ry, coaoh of the peesroger 

*™ two of a number which stood 
at the siding. A couple of other oats on 
the siding were aleo badly soorohed, 

who's to blame,
On ipmai-q.». ret* U. %wf*l

responsibility for the frightful loss of 
life and jiropU; that baa taken place, 
and upon whose shoulders that blame 
must be pieced, oennot be positively 
determined until after the inquest 
Troe itfo that the semaphore south of 
W elliogton street crossing was turned 
•gainst Engineer Donnelly, and that 
be ehon'd have stopped hie train until 
the semaphore was changed in his favor. 
The semaphore at the M. C. R crossing 
was also tamed against him, and the 
M PR *»“? bloo.ko,d tbe ‘rack. The 
M C.R. freight train and semaphore 
there coaid be seen from Wellington 
street, end the reason why the dead 
2"'“ . dld °ot «top hie train seems 
incomprehensible unless Indeed it be 
*,„ „ stated, that the
air brakes would not work,and that the 
engineer could not handle hie train, If 
this be true, then the responsibility is 
shifted tv other shooldeis Then whv 
dnl not logloeer Donnelly whistle for 
hand brakes;- and if he did whistle, why 
were not the brakes applied ? These 
are nutters tint definite mformstlon 
oould not be obtained about in the 
excitement of the calamity. But there 
Is another Statement made, and made 
boldly too, which If true leaves no 
doubt at whose door the awful 
responsibility must be laid. Mr R 
Good »ln states positively thst he sew 
Ind e.kg!?er bologwe-tho train-started' 
and that no was manifestly under the 
luflnenoe of liquor, .Journal reporters 
hsd the statement of Mr Goodwin cor- 
«tated '“L th“‘ "eve™1 '«dies
the Pdr,u iZ \be? h0,rd before 'eeving 
the Port (hat the engineer and firemen
had been drinking considerably. Il this 
be true tNon tbe cause of tho accident Is 
plain and fourteen lives and an lm-

8,boaD‘ of property have been 
seen Heed .to the Demon Drink.

THE EXCURSION TRAINS.*'’ 
lhat tin excursion was run In a to 

8ayi ..he .east, moat unueual manner.
8ki=D.,‘n?nr\r°dertible' Mr' Lrneet 
Skinner, çLSnjpn, States tb.t in oon- 
veiestlon With Engineer Donnelly, the 
latter 8sill to him, "Uome with me 
Krme, land I'll give you a ehaking-np,’’’ 
One I sly say, that she timed the run 
from the Port to this city, and thst It 
was made in fifteen minutes, much to 
her siirpH.» Mr Darby, .on of 
! 1, V !‘rb>- who lives just this side 

of the bridge, states that ho h.e been 
in the habit of waiting for those traioe 
and jumping on them when they slacken 
for the semaphore Lest night he was 
in waiting,but the train rnehed over the 
budge without stopping, and passed 
blm,*‘ * f*te °* «peed that rn.de It im­
posed e for him to get on. He heard 
no whistle blown and observed no ef- 
forte made to lessen speed.

Mr John Milligan was «Hiding 
on Railway street with hie daughter 
when ho noticed the train passing 
at an unusual rate. He did not 
think mood of that fact, and heard 
?nd?hl’îe' H\he*rl * «'ight sound, 
aodiurning round s.w the black smoke 
spurt np wi.rd,

Mrs. B F Austin was watching the 
traiu from tho College "windows, and 
thought that It was going »t a slow

Mr. John Gaffney, G. T R dray 
man, eaw the collision and iho an 
prosoilng «rain. He say, it was mov 
log about eight miles an hoar, that tho 
en<ms was reversed, that the whistle 
was blown for brakee, and lhat a man 
was on top of the forward oara tighten 
log the brakee.

the ill Fated tralv.
The ill fated train consisted of eight 

coaches an 1 one b.gg.g, ncItRt(, 
the one In.I It.11 In rh.rpe of C mdno 
Jor R. Spettigue, Kogiu-er ll»rry 
Donnelly engine 754, Fireman H 
Angel». II was an excursion train from

the Port to London, and the annual 
Sunday school picnic of the Centre 
street Baptist ohurob, being held at the 
Port to-day, s large number name home 
by thie train. Two semaphores were 
*°r1” «galoet the train, the one at the 
Wellington street croeeina and th. on. 
at the M C K oros.lng IS ye-witnesses 
of the eooident state that the train 
o.me down at a very rapid rate of 
•peed from Wellington street, the 
wheels of the engine gave a whip and a 
whirr as if the lever had been reversed, 
and tho engine daehed into the M. C. R. 
tram and the coal oil took, fire- end 
biased up in a moment. The M C. R. 
train was a west bound freight and two 
fall oil tanks were on flat oara on the 
rad. just at the L. & P. S. crossing, 
and it was into one of those that the 
engine dashed. Railroad men on tbe 
traio state that they are positive from 
ihe peonlitr motion of the oare that the 
engineer applied the air brake, but It 
would not work. The fireman, H 
Angola, jumped before the oraah, and 
esoaped unhurt, but Engineer Donnelly 
was buried beneith the wreck, and his 
remains burned to a cinder. The 
conductor and fireman of the train both 
state that the

-AIR llRakttS FAILED TO WORK, 

and that this fact was tbe cause of the 
accident. The conductor was seen by a 
reporter, but declined to tell what he 
knew. The foot that the oar need for 
a baggage oar was an ordinary box car, 
it iaeaid by railroad men, would cause 
tb3 rubber of the air brake to buret, 
and- It was vorv likely thle foot that 
caused thqir failure to work.

injured in the wreck.
Mias Charlotte Jeffrey of London, 

who was m the first o»r wee badly 
burned about tbe legs and arms before 
getting out of the wreck.

Junes Weeierfelt of the Forest City 
business college, London, had hie leg 
badly injured in jumping out of the 
second oar.

Mr, A. B Ramey, jeweller, had hie 
arm ont and burned by the glass of thé 
osr window while aasisttrg the .minted 
people from the first passenger osr,

***«■ W H. KlNd INTERVIEWS!}.
Mrs W. H. King was one of the 

psesongers oo the first passenger ooaoh, 
and telle about ae connected a stoiy of 

|_the terrible occurrence as anyone seen. 
She says that .he happened to look out 
of the car window to see if the train 
was going to stop at Wellington street, 
and just a moment after the cars 
struck, and the ories of tho affrighted 
passengers was something dreadful. 
Sbg handed her three children out of 
Iho , window, and helped out Mr», Del, 
Drake and Mr». Wegg, the latter , 
dress being about torn from her body. 
She saw no one trampled upon. Mr.
A. U. Remey and Mr. Del, Drake 
rendered great aeeletanoe towards 
rescuing the imprisoned paeseogere. 
Mrs King says that Mrs. John King 
looked at her.watch jnet before the 
craeh. and ■ remarked that they were 
1““ fiuccn minutes in ooiring from the 
PdTt She noticed that Mrs. Jatnee 
Smlther and her baby; Mro. S. Fraine 
snd Mr», '/.«aland eat In she little cross 
seat at the very front of the oar, and 
Mr. Samuel J Zealand and hie little 
son sat on the left hand side opposite 
them. The others, she noticed, were 
Mre. Hugh Williams and two children, 
Mise Jennie Wilson and Miss Bessie, 
hot all of the latter escaped.

(LEARINK THE WRECK.
As soon as the flames h.d sufficiently 

subsided the M. U, R. steam wrecker 
was brought not and set to work clear 
Ing the track. It was but the work of 
a few minutes to lift tho oil tank, and 
burned oare to tho side of the track and 
a gang of men, hardly before the ground 
had got cool, were at work laying the 
rails, which had been warped and 
turned in fantastic shapes by the 
collision, and the intense heat. At 10 

clook one line of rails were laid, and 
communication was opened up three 
hour» after the accident occurred The 
gang of mon kept at work, and, 
about two o'clock the second lino 
of track was relaid. The Grand Trunk 
auxilary was also brought out at once 
and the work oi rel.aing their rails was 
completed at 12 30. Tim scene pre­
sented was one long to be remembered 
Hie smoke curling up from the burning 
raine, score3 of busy men working ai 
the track, other* with lanterna in their 
hand* directing operations and aroutd 
them being a circle of citizens anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of the train from 
the I ort to find out whether loved 
relatives or friends were safe or were 
amongst the nnreoogo'ztble victims.

' THE FIREMEN'S BRAVERY, 
loo muoh cannot be said in praise of 

the fire department. In the face of a 
conflagration, the like’of whioh was 
never seen before in this city, with 
appliances not too well adapted for tho 
work, they bravely fought the flames 
in the face of the intente, scorehing 
heat. Their efforts were well directed, 
and they deserve, the thanks
and more than thanks, of the public for 
the noble way in whioh they battled 
with the flames. Many of them have 
been severely Injured in the etrngg'o, 
but it is a cause for congratulation that 
none of them loat their lives. They 
went to work with a will, did it well, 
showed that they were made of good 
stuff, and did not flinch from doing 
their duty, though they carried their 
■Ives in their hands,
TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION CUT OFF 

The wires of the M.U.Lt. and G.T.lt, 
ware all melted by the beat and twisted 
into coils, and telegraphic communioa» 
tion by the M O.K. to tho v.*0»t and G.
T R to Port Stanley was out off. The 
Great Northwestern Company did not 
have a wire until late at night, and it 
was impossible to com nunioate in any 
way with the Port, Large numbers- 
drove down to vatlsfy themselves 
whether their dear ones wore amongst 
the vlotime or1 not. At 11 o’clock the 
Great Northwestern got a wire in use, 
and a great mapy anxloui hearts were 
made glad and' others sorrowful by the 
messages flashed across the wire. As 
soon as the rails were lard tho M. Ç. R 
were abl e to run trains on their line by 
tending, the dispatcher on the wettern 
division up to the Church street station. 
Thus thu-e wee very little delay to

INJURED BY the EXPLOSION.
O. Norewortby, scalp and ears burn' 

ed
Mrs. McGinnis badly burned, and 

ankle sprained.
Mrs. Uorow cut in the face and 

burred
Aid. Ccokram had both hands singed. 
A .Musselman neck burned.
Mr. McKinney instep binjied and 

bone of font broken.
D, MoNioholl had hie hands burned 

,severely.

Samuel Bowlby, fireman, hand» burn­
ed.

Conductor Matlock Hmdi burned.
R. Sanders. Wellington street, hands 

burned.
H. Smith bruised and burnt.
W. Galoots, Centre Street, hands,faoe 

and arms scalded. 1 

F. Queen head, wriita and neok 
burned.

Odn Etlwood badly bruised, hands, 
back, neck and shoulder burned.

O*oar Allen wriste and hands 
eoqrohed.

W. F. Martin badly burned about 
the bands and face.

Mr. T. Comfort, builder, had both 
hands burned while attempting to save 
Herman Ponsford.

Perry Van Houghton, M.C.R. on- 
glneer, had both hands burned,

T. L. Hoyt, M.C.R., had both 
nan is burned.

Mr. Alex. Austin, G.T.R. engineer, 
bid his shoulder dislocated.

Thomas Robinson, fireman, was bad­
ly burned about the head.

John McLeod had his faoe and hands 
scorched,,

Chsrles Dake, who was back of the»' 
barn at the time of the ex- 
plosion was bsdly burned about 
the head and faoe.

Hary Bevis had his hands and legs 
burned.

L. Bennett had both hands burned.
Wm. Foote,, firemen, badly burned, 

face and hands.
James Miokleboro, nephew of Joseph 

Micklebotfb’, neck badly burnt.
Mr* Gardner, Yarwood st, fell and 
18 badly injured in shoulder snd side. 
Mr. Pretty, run over by a hoee reel, 

hurt about thigh, aide and arms.
Albert. Hutson, eopt. of 8t« Thomas 

(^emetery Improvements, hands badly

J. J. Andrews, of the American Ex­
press Office had tbe same leg that was 
injured on a toboggan slide last fall 
badly jammed In » fence.

Lernaid Ferguson, burnt about head 
and bruised.

Mr. Foroee, blacksmith M. C. R 
badly burnt over faoe and hands. * 

Mr* J. H. Muvuil, of the firm uf 
McCoIl & MoLellan, was run over on 
Talbot street by a dray horse frightened 
by the explosion. Hit leg was broken, 
snd he was burned about the head and 
body.

Mrs. B.umerfelt and Mies Clark were 
knocked over from the foroe of the exa 
plosion and both were severely bruinerf 
and slightly burned.

W. H. Walbourn, ohief of the lire 
drpirtment, who was on Railway street 
at the time of the explosion, had his 
right arm, hands and face severely 
burned.

Mrs. Bains, uf London, wae bally 
burned.

John MoKellar, burned 00 tbe back 
of the neck and head.

Wm. Reath, liveryman, of the firm 
of Reath & Elliott, arm severely burn­
ed and otherwise soorohed

Wm. Joyce, G.T.R. engineer, severe 
ly burned, back and hands.

Hon. Allen Francia, U. 8- consul, 
was g*. Moore street a*, the time of the 
explosion, and the hose cart ran over 
him, injuring his head severely, there 
being » lump on the temple as big as 
an egg. Hia injurie» are serious.

Ed. Moore, of the Red Foundry, 
bands and face eoorohed.

A seven year-old daughter of Mr. 
William Jeffers, Scott street, was 
severely burned about the hands and

Nelson Gadaby, blacksmith, burned 
on-the face and head.^Z 

Dogald Sinclair, both ears burned. 
Thomas Djhorty, printer, Journal 

olhoe, haude, earn and neok badly 
burqed.

r. Newoombe, of the firm of Kd 
wards & Newoombe, badly burned on 
the neck and ears.

W. P. Reynolds, of the Moleons 
Bank, ears and neok scorched.

Robert Edgar, Air Line fireman, 
hands burnt

Mr. A. CLudley, shoemaker, was 
badly broiled by being ran over by the 
hose reel.

Mrs. Arthur MoKlnnls, Hlncks 
street, was soorohed about the hands 
and faq»*.

Gordie and Frankie Gattley, sons oi 
Mr. Robt. J, Cattley, Opeoha street, 
were on Railway streg* at the time of 
the explosion. The clothes of both lads 
took fire and they were, It le feared; 
fatally burned Their faoe, hands and 
bodies were terribly soorohed before 
their ciothing oould he extinguished.

A lictle boy named Whitesoll was 
severely burnt.

Deputy Register Clark had his neck 
badly burût, and several teeth kicked

W. W • Dlsher, in ondeavoiiog to 
escape at time of explosion, was tripped 
and fell, severely cutting one of his

J. W. McKay, fruit dealer, received a 
severe cut on the knee

Barney Reece, fireman, badly burned 
neck and back •

Wm. Barclay, fireman, scalded back 
and chin and badly bruised

Wm. Morns, fireman, badly burnt 
about the banda and back.

•las. Foley, fireman, severely burnt 
all over the body.

Wm. Palmerston^ superintendent of 
the bt. Thomas atreeet railway, wae 
standing on the main line at the time of 
the explosion and was struck by a 
plank and thrown twenty fpr-t. A man 
naught him and pulled out of the reach 
of the damns, ■ but not before ho 
was severely burnt about the head- 

Miss Ai.uj Cabot, side of face 
scorched

Dan MoKeohnie, feet and legs badly 
burned.

Jemes Garry, feet and legs badly 
burned. *

Mrs. Wm. E. Howarth, 50 Snot 
street, was strnok and run over by th' 
hose reel and received a bad cut In tho 
eye, and her legs wore badly bruised. 

Mr. Fairbrother badly burnt on face 
CharleslCrowley janitor central.sohof-1 

ear* and back burnt, hia vest being* 
ournt from his baok.

Geo. Ackerman, painter, both hands 
and neok boo ched.

LIRT OF IHE KILLED 
The following, ho far as can bo 

learned, is the list of the killed:—
Mrs., J. Smither and chid.
Mrs, 8. Fraloo aud child,
Mr. S. G Zealand arid child.
Mrs. J. Bayne» and three children. 
Engineer Donnelly.
Mies Thompson drowned.
Mr. H. Ponsford, fatally injured.
Mrs. S. G. Z aland, fatally Injured - 
Making a total of 14 lives lost. *

AT THE PORT.
The exolh inenl at tbe Port w ai 

something awful after it was learnvd 
that an accident had ooohmd. About

■ --- ■■■

10 c'oloek, the train net etertle*. 
enquiries began to be made and the faot

-tv
'b‘‘tbe'" n? “denraphlo oommanT 
ration with the city wee learned, end
someth* °°* u™wd l",c,me ••rare that

AboTH “ “''«elation.
About 11 o clock a couple of parties ar
need from the city, end the tirât fol.ln 
regard to tho tomhlo calamity ware 
"J"‘d' *nd “">•« who had relaUraa 

and friends on the train wore almost 
! . N? folegram could ba sent m
received, and every rig that ooa d be 
htred waa secured and nembera drove 
«0 the city to dispel their feara or find 
thmr worst enspioiona more than reel- 
If*?'. Aft€r teiegrephlo communication ** »*?■■“ ^»lv"d »o news oould be g” 
regarding friends In many owes, and 
the weary wait till after one o'clock for the tram to ,t.,t ... . „rit.bk poT 
gatory to many a#one.

Th „T"KJ'flK,,an train
The M. OR. train was an extra west

reuffieW b“'zR=gloMr O'dhra.wjth 
eng.no 866,br«kemen Rankle and Quinn 
and bnrom.Q R Tremaine. It left tbe 
**•**”. •* 7 Teleek, and the oollleton 
mast therefore have, taken place about 
five, minutes past.
HUS’ the «il tanks 
^ fbl“,t,r‘‘“ would hold from
3500 to 5000 gallons of oil, and the roe 
that exploded mast have contained 

“" '•“•rqeaolty, Tho intense 
heat train the burning tank that had 
been broken by the impact of tho eogli e 
generated eo mnoh gas in the other that 
the faucet, even if open,oould not give 
vent to It, and as a oonsequenoe the 
explosion oocured,

the- m v r
had the.r derrick at work in a sbo,t 
time and the track was cleared and 
trains1 passed over It at half past ten

notes.
r^n' of Aylmer* brother tf

nigbt ™ ne' *rrivo<1 ,n the city last

<rooer, got ont of the 
rear of the first passenger oar a oum. 
ber of spoons and forks marked M. G.

The police have in their poeaeeaion 
doxeno of hate lost In the raoe for life at 
the time of the explosion.

Mrs. O ' Wcgg waa the last peraut to 
get ont oh the car on whioh the nine 
persona wore burned to death.

Tho first stops toward holding an in 
quest into the cause of the accident will 
be taken thie morning.

The charred trunk* of she victims 
were taken to tho fire hall by Strong 4 
C i-, undertakers, and placed In a shell;

A rumor was In circulation that the 
county judge waa on« of the victime, 
but it was afterwards learned that he 
waa at the Port.

Knox 'ffiuroKehoIr plonioked at the 
Port yeeterdj^Æt none of the party returned by^|P$fl.fated train. * *

Mias Ekston, of Tecnmeeh. Mioh. 
was instrumental in saving Dr. Pen* 
warden a little son. She with Mlaa 

»**d the lad were on tho firal

A detaohmeut of Hie tiro department 
remained at the scene of the fire all night 
'ulnsW,Dg Wet<r opon tho em<>ldering

Mr. Atkins, ton in law of Harry 
Donnelly, the eutim:;er, arrived in the 
city by special from Land on early this 
morniug.It10 boreo fttUchp(l to the hook and 
ladder wauon became soared at the 
expice ion aud ran away, breaking the 
rig somewhat, but was caught before 
muoh dam»ge was done.

W. H, Beale trlbd to get a woman 
out, but oould not, and thinks she was 
burned.

Among other- who were in the first 
c*were Mr8* O E. Williams and two N 
ohildrea, Mrs. Fred Unrub, Mr*. 
Wdeon, Mrs E. McCrone, Mr. W. 
Westlake, all of whoth were pulled 
°Uuu m tl?, w,n<lowa* A ntirae girl 
with Mre. Smithere escaped.

Mr. A, Chudley, shoe-maker, who 
was injured by being run over by tbe 
hose reel, the wheel» passing over hie 
stomach, took very bad during tho night 
and fears are entertained of his recovery.

Rjports wore reoqived In the city 
that Mr. James Smithere had also been 
in the oar which has burned and was 
probably a victim, but later the report 
VtiMMPr<Z7ed un*rae hy tbe appearance 
or Mr. timithe:» m the city, he having 
dn ven to town.

Mrs Zealand, ft Is stated, said that 
her husband son, Mrs. Smlther and 
neby, Mrs. h raine and child, sat in tbe 
tiret coaoh near where she sat and, if so 
there la little doubt but that they are 
all amongst; the victims.

A 1! Remey, jeweller, and Mr. 
Del Drake, of the M. G. R , were io the 
first passenger coaoh, and stated to a 
JOURNAL reporter that when they left 
the car It was empty. They must have 
been mistaken in this ae the burned 
bodies found in tho ruins would show 
unless the parties were riding in tho 
front platform tho oar.

Tho II.t given above of thoae Injured 
ia Of necessity an unoomplete one. 
Tho city nhyalolane attended to num ** 
bore of injured partie» whom they did 
not know nor whom they did not aik 
thoir names. Tho physicians are oer- 
tainiy dc ervlng of tho highest praise 
for too self «.enticing manner in whioh 
they responded to tbe call of duty, 
attending to the Injured until late In 
the night In the great majority of oases 
thoir services being without reward.

When tho large tune uf oil exploded 
end .he olohde of tire buret forth in all 
directions, seeming to envelop and lick 
up m its rapacious jews the fleeing 
multitude, to many minde flashed the 
thought that St. Thomas was to have 
the exponent» of the wretched mnltl 
tude 1»1 Chicago’s great fire. Kor a 
minute or two it seemed ae if the whole 
oast end of the city was to hero been 
food for tho flames. ...
ANOTHER FATALITY.—A YOUNU LADY

DROWNED,
Miss Thompson, » young lady be. 

longing to London, met her death by 
drowning at one o'clock this morning 
at Port Stanley She with another 
young lady, her oonaln, tired of waiting 
for tho train to start for home, took a 
walk down on the west pier and sat 
down to wait for its .terting. At 
one o clonk, when word was received 
that It was about to start 
she got up and not realizing that she 
was as near the edge of the pier as .ho 
really was, stepped off into the water
rid7MTKr°Wï a b6,ore «•'•fonce ar- 

I îiv d', . b°dy wae recovered In a
Uew mlnrfîa juet at the «jot whore she 

fell in aha was taken to London on the 
train whioh reached this olty at 2 a m.

A young man from London fell off 
the pier at Port Stanley last night, but «raped with a bad dunking. 8 *
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