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tition, cœtiy advertisements, and so forth, that 
their business, though small, is very sound and 
choice. ” How earnestly we wish that such senti
ments prevailed in the United States.—Chicago 
Spectator.

j —A fire inquest was held the village of Douglas,
Ont., in reference to the burning of the store of 
Alexander Todd, who is going through the Insol- 
vent Court The inuuest was held at the instance 
of the Gore District Mutual Insurance Company 
hut nothing of consequence was elicited.

TORONTO FIRE DEPARTMENT.

The annual report of Mr. Ashfield, the Chief 
Engineer of thé Fire Brigade, for 1868, states 
that “the Fire Department was called out to 
fires 79 times; there were 56 fires and 26 false 
alarms. The total loss on buildings destroyed or 
damaged was $25,382, and the insurance on these 
$86,100. The total loss on merchandize, furni
ture, etc., was $20,596, and the insurance $122,- 
800. The amount of losses not covered by in
surance included in the foregoing was, on build
ings, $3,713; on merchandize, etc., $2,810. The 
Engineer olwerves that the amounts paid by the 
insurance companies on the above losses were in 
several instances hr more, than the real amount 
of loss. There were 28 brick buildings damaged ; 
none destroyed; 47 frame buildings were damaged, 
and 62 destroyed. The Causes of fires were : 
Cause not known or satisfactorily accounted for, 
16;.incendiary, 9; from lighted gas, 6; careless 
about stoves, etc., 5; chimnies on fire, 4; boiling 
over of chemicals, pitch, etc., 4; tobacco smoking, 
3; hot ashes placed in or near wood, 2; lighted 
candles, .1; defective flue, 1; children playing 
with lucifer matches, ] ; explosion of heavy metal 
casting, 1; fire crackers thrown into yard, 1; 
burning out bee*' nests, 1 ; total, 56.

The Engineer complains of the water supply, 
and says there has been no improvement since 
the date of his last annual report He objects to 
the shutting off of the water on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, a* when it is off should a tire occur con
siderable delay must ensue Iwfore a supply could 
be obtained for the engines. He mentions an in
stance where this occurred in December last, and 
a delay of eleven minutes was incurred. A large 
amount of property was in consequence destroyed. 
In August last a large amount of property on 
Adelaide street was destroyed through an insuf
ficient supply of water at a hydrant Monging to 
the Water Company. Mr. Ashfield thinks the 
present annual charge of $4,524 excessive for the 
supply of water; the, amount required annually is 
three quarters of a million gallons, but if a million

Slions were used the cost would then be $4.50 
r every 1,000 gallons, which it is said other 

consumers get for twenty cents.
A large portion of the city deriving no advan

tage whatever from the Water Works, the City 
Councils of fortner yeurs, made appropriations for 
the construction of water tanks in various parts 
of the eity far distant from any supply of water 
for extinguishing fire. There are now sixteen 
of these tanks each of which will contain about 
14,000 gallons, and will afford a good supply of 
water to a steam engine, doing ordinary fire work, 
for about one hour and a half. Several of these 
tanks were in use for extinguishing fires during 
the post year-and in every instance afforded a 
sufficient supply for the purpose.

Mr. Ashheld then refers to the location of 
these tanks, and says:—

Fbr the protection, of the valuable buildings 
and the vast amount of property on Front street, 

- and the south of it, and as far "north as to King 
street, in case of accident to the Water Works; it 
is again respectfully recommended that a small 
Tank with feeder—similar to that on Bay street

Engines, would lie a means of protection to pro- ! Sundries.—Canada Permanent Bi 
petty within a distance of one-fourth of a mile has been freely dealt in at 1254 to 126- tkea™*/ 
from each. Three of these Tanks, one on Yongc still buyers at the latter rate. Sales of Wes«2!! 
street, one on Church street, and one on the street Canada Building Society were made at 1201 uu 
East or West of the City Hall, are most urgently ( 121 and 1214. Freehold R 8. sold etUOlMd 
required, and could all be completed for about one 111; there are now buyers at 111. Bqyendfa 
thousand dollars. ; 1324 for Montreal Telegraph, with eellenat 1311

The apparatus of the fire deiwrtinent consists of Small sales of Canada Landed Credit ocrnn_J_[
" ” ' ' " * J 78 and 79; sellers generally aak 80. City Gash

enquired for at 108 and 1084, at which latter rate 
there have lieen small sales. British-Aacriea 
Assurance is asked for at; 55; there are sellers to i 
limited extent at 56. Mortgages have been freely 
offered at 8 and 84 per cent on first da* farm ini 
city property. Money continues in u
advanced rates.

3 Steam Fire Engines ; 2 Dirge Hose Carts, and 
one small one ; 1 Hook and I .elder Truck with 
ladders, Hooks and Axes; 21850 feet of good 
Rubber Hose ; 800 feet of middling Rublier Hos- ; 
600 feet of indifferent Rubber Rose ; 2 waggons 
for hauling fuel, Ac. Ac.

The Fire Department consists of one Chief 
Engineer and one Assistant Engineer, two engi
neers and two firemen of steam engines, one care
taker of hose, Ac., and one Fire Conqiany of thirty 
four men, including one buglak,- in all forty-one 
men, exclusive of supernumeraries. The Fire Com
pany is told off into three sections of eleven to 
each—ten men and a foreman. Sections Nos. 1 
and 2 are branch and hose men, section No. 3 are 
hook and ladder men, ami to 4«ch section are ap
pointed three supernumerary members.

The total expenses of the fire department in 
1868 were $12,547.37. In réference to a better 
syatem of tire alarm, the Engineer says:—The 
Automatic Telegraph Fire Alarm, respecting which 
a communication from Means. Gamewell A Co. 
was recently laid before the Council, is deserving 
of the l>est and most serious consideration as soon 
as possible. It is protiable that with that system 
of tire alarm in operation, the two steam engines 
at present in ordinary use would lie more effective 
for the protection of property in torts of the city- 
distant from the engine stations, than four engine* 
would be without it. With the telegraph in opera
tion, several of the expenses connected with.the 
alarm liells at present in use, could be dispensed 
with.

-finanrial.
TORONTO STOCK MARKET.

(Reported by Pellatt A Ckler, .Brokers. )

A faif business was dont during the week. 
Building Society stock, debentures amhmortgages 
have been freely dealt in.

Bank Stock.—The business done in the shares 
of the vatious banks was, with one or twe excep
tions, very limited. Montreal sold at 144, 144} 
and 145; the market closed with sellers at 145} 
and buyers at 145. Sales of British were made 
at 105, at which rate there are buyers. No 
sellers of Toronto under 122, and buyers at 121. 
Royal Canadian has been largely dealt in; there 
were axles in the early part of the week at 75 and 
76; buyers have now advanced to 774, but there is 
very little stock on the market under 80. Small 
sales of Commerce were made at at 1024 and 102j ; 
there is some inquiry for the stock at the-former 
rate. Gore is offered at 41 without buyers. Mer
chants’ has sold at 1074 and 108, but declined 
slightly, closing with no buyers over 107}. 
Quebec is tihn and in demand at 101}, with no 
sellers under 102. There are buyers and sel
lers of Mojson’s at 109 and 110 resiiectively. 
City closed rather heavy at 1024 and 102}. 
Du Peuple is in fair demand at 108; little in 
market Buyers offer 107( for Nationale; none 
offering. .Small sales of Jacques Cartier occurred 
at 109 and .1094; it is offered at the latter price.

rkbenturts. —Government" securities are in good 
demand; Canada currency and steiling six per 
cents are asked for at 108; five lier cents are 
nominal at 93 and 94f. Dominion stock has 
been sold at ln«J, and Dominion bonds at 1054

C'JST'Jir"*5 *° w •Ur* *"“• r”w "Lm ™with sn_un- some extent at 99 to 100. There is a slight
limited supply of water, and with the Steam Fire tendency to lower rates.

TORONTO CITY FINANCES.

At a meeting of the City Council « Monday 
last the Chamberlain submitted a statement skew, 
ing the receipts and expenditures of the Corpun- 
tion of Toronto for 1868.

The total eniount of revenue received far the 
year, including the sum of $51,553.66, which v* 
in bank and on hand, on the first ef Jan., lm, 
was, $803,921.41. The amount of payments far 
the year was $692,208.84, which, with c*k à 
bank and on hand, 31st December, vis; $1*1,711 
67, amounfs to $803,921.41.
Statement of the floe ting liabilities sad inrti 

of the Corporation of the City of Toreets 
for the financial year ending 31st December
1868:
Liabilities.—Due to sundry special sceouuts 

being balance* at cieditof said accounts list Dll. 
1868 : Debentures due and not presented for pay
ment, $14,567.50; sinking fund account* flTV 
678.88 ; police reserve fund, $667.73; private draw 
account, $429.01 ; common school account, $5,924 
00; grammar school account, $827.00; City Regis
try Office building, $5,000.00; public walks sad

Îaniens fund, $234.48; local improvement sc was, 
25.78; western market fund, $3,413.62; street 

watering accounts, $594.22. Total—$216,36111.
Due to the following accounts being buhurre 

•t credit of said accounts required to meet out
standing claims : Discount on debentu* mdw- 
posed of, $8,922.00 ; interest on debentures dss 
1st January, 1869, $15,521.66; Municipalnlft- 
ries, $3,094.53; gas supply, $5,386.04; wfa 
supply, $2,358.48; Board of Health, $166.» ; 
advertising, $12.46; consolidation d$y by-law, 
$1,672.60; street repairs, $1,477.16; «dal 
sdamizing, $12,414.00; printing, $471.56; Ms- 
tionery, 1,012.38; water tanks, $277/66; elect** 
exjienses, $231.15; charitable grant* $1^737.61; 
County York rent of Court-house, $706.00.—Ts- 
tal, $55,469.00. Due to Bank of Tomate fa 
notes under discount not yet matured, $111,000- 
00.—Total liabilities on account ef yes*, 18*0 
$376,831.00.

Assets.—Due from following sources : Deba 
tures to be negotiated on account of Sinking Tusd, 
$58,290.03 ; rentals due, $13,500 ; market km, 
$2,625.67 ; maintenance of county prinMfa 
$556.80 ; Province of Ontario on account of g* 
exjienditure, $2,500 ; bills receivable, 
taxes of 1868 Uncollected, $226,108.26, fang* 
liable losses end arrearages, $28,108.45—<196,09*1 
public building» ax-count, amount over 
ture in 1868, $365.97; gaol and industrial fam, 
amount over expenditure in 1868, $427.50.

Cash on hand and in bank 31* IMA" 
Bank of Toronto, general account, $3»,i‘*Wl 
Bank of Toronto, Sinking Fund account, $P,W- 
93; lSosanquet, Salt A Co., Sinking FundkwW 
$6-2.80; Vosanquet, Salt A Co. g***** 
$2,380.65; on hand, as per cash book,
Total, $111.712.57. Total 
$386,241.19. Surplus assets overliabuitK* 
539.92. * . , . ê fLj

The statement of the financial r«*u™ 
year showing » surplus of $10,634.06,>ca*e*^ 
to be satisfactory to the Council Thin
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