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HENRY GEORGE ON SUFFRAGE
I AM CONVINCED THAT WE MAKE A GREAT MISTAKE IN 

DEPRIVING ONE SEX OF VOICE IN PUBLIC MATTERS, AND 
THAT WE COULD IN NO WAY SO INCREASE THE ATTENTION, 
THE INTELLIGENCE, AND THE DEVOTION WHICH MAY BE 
BROUGHT TO THE SOLUTION OF SOCIAL PROBLEMS AS BY 
ENFRANCHISING OUR WOMEN. EVEN IF IN A RUDER STATE 
OF SOCIETY THE INTELLIGENCE OF ONE SEX SUFFICES FOR 
THE MANAGEMENT OF COMMON INTERESTS, THE VASTLY 
MORE INTRICATE, MORE DELICATE, AND MORE IMPORTANT 
QUESTIONS WHICH THE PROGRESS OF CIVILIZATION MAKES 
OF PUBLIC MOMENT, REQUIRE THE INTELLIGENCE OF 
WOMEN AS OF MEN, AND THAT WE NEVER CAN OBTAIN 
UNTIL WE INTEREST THEM IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS. AND I 
HAVE COME TO BELIEVE THAT VERY MUCH OF THE IN­
ATTENTION, THE FLIPPANCY, THE WANT OF CONSCIENCE, 
WHICH WE SEE MANIFESTED IN REGARD TO PUBLIC 
MATTERS OF THE GREATEST MOMENT, ARISES FROM THE 
FACT THAT WE DEBAR OUR WOMEN FROM TAKING THEIR 
PROPER PART IN THESE MATTERS. NOTHING WILL FULLY 
INTEREST MEN UNLESS IT ALSO INTERESTS WOMEN. THERE 
ARE THOSE WHO SAY THAT WOMEN ARE LESS INTELLI 
GENT THAN MEN; BUT WHO WILL SAY THAT THEY ARE 
LESS INFLUENTIAL?—“Social Problems” (Chapter xxii.), I,y
Henry (le/yrge.
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