LAIMANT,

Revelation ¢a
cle. 1t must by
urce. Man ca
| only by rovela
finding out |
The kuowled

ved if it is de
ipernatural an
me. "’

octrine ; but
in practice w
to the question

@

i this infallible
iich the ways of
? Godisinfal

7 perfect, but he
tly to us. T}
st then be som

e and cognizah

of no assistanc
is pot known i
which is not
. Where
e answer to thi
es the moder
‘atholic and Pro

ible authority
’rotestant, Thi
y pothesis that the

evealed Word of
were inspired by
tected from error
e have a quv
llible authorit;
vle cannot deter-
ority is the very
and  until  detex
is of no weight
 of the bible as
‘ord of Geod, pre
e authority other
ally prior to it, on
accept the book as
here must then be
ty somewhere on
book is the word
when we correct!
hout this, says the
v the ways of G
3 this authority
m the nature of
be the bible
ian Church. Isit
thodism, I
ther d«-nmnnn'\w
t? No. Itisno
L infallibility, and
e¢s the question for
ble authority car
ifallibility.
vs it is
lible.
5 to the altex
Catholic Church
ght, or that thers
ority. Butif there
y, then it is impoe
he Swun, for man to
od. Then there is
because it is neces
1 its necessity and
hy assume that it is
 ?
ason that the Catl
that authority and
e claimant,—N

'hat
tallibl
Their dis

> -
J3a A
JILWC xaolne,

been said and writ
he influences of the
t understand this
ory Catholic layman
re of hisfamily, but
e of his' Church at
r the Catholic home
opment. And wha
2 Itisthesum tota
ence of a Catholi
of a Catholic mother
children and their
wir children re
having influence
iis  constitutes the

But have we
Is there a Catholic

Jatholic family ? |
3 is not. Many in-

rked against them
material prosperity
the greatest. Tt
» father is often away
n early morning
3 makes himse
owing his own chil
to his home at night,
n with his exertions
eks the amusements
slub, or, if he is in
wnces, the saloon is
es there too late
he needs before he
y's work, He neg-
and daily opportuni
1e love of his children
em against tempia
ot love their parents
What "might ba 2
beautiful and pleas-
and angels, is often
oarding place, where
n and some children
1 quarrel. It might
, but it is something
cchange.

P

came but once iu
d of once in a year,
ith the sound of an
not in silence, what
ectation there would
0 behold the miracu
ut now the silent suc
nothing but necessif;
ly the cessation of ¢
y miraculous, and ti
ise of God's power
terful than its with-
—Longfellow.

e are Uonvineced

e testimonials of cures by
a. They are written h
women, and are pLuH
tatements * of fact. The
nce in Hood's Sarsapar-
know it actually and per
ven when other medicines

wre the only pills to take
aparilla, Easy and yet

MARCH 3. 1%97,

THE CATHO

LIC RECORD

THE GERM OF DEGENIRACY.

The Protestant Reformation of the
sixteenth century, despite all facts to
the contrary, continues to be lauded
in popular text-books in our l.m-fuw )
as the dawn of a new era of enlighten
ment. According to Protestant hig-
torians, education, culture, and p
gress not only date from the Refc
but proceed from it as efl
one universal cal In ordex
his view, they have recourse
oa t ic stratagem. They make
the Reformation antedate itself by half
a century at least, so as to take in the
sreat movement of the early I
gance, and the founding of many of

Tron,
from
justify

the great universities, try
make every great man cholar

trom Dante to Krasmus a forerunn
of Martin Luth Thus they couple
Dante and S parola with i
Luther and Gic 1(‘ 00 Bruno, and per
form many other similar historical
feats.

But the fact must be borne in mind

that the Reformation began with Max
tin Luther—and that on the vel
ou which he posted up his 1
heretical theses on the
Schlosskirche of Wittenberg,
the third day of O:tober, 1017,
Whatever the Reformers themselves
could boast of in the way of culture
was due to the fostering care of the
Church, and not to the influence of the
Protestant Reformation. Here, then,
we must draw the line and give each
epoch its due share of the credit : not
'h" we &are to at All‘”l \\'ii‘l[“\'l‘.'
progress we may find r the Re
mation to its ir ’lh a, 11. I.’\N\"l 0
which the Chure l

the civilizing work

had been doing for mturies, A
pericd of culture and enlig pment
it should ba remembered, is not the
work of a day, but the re of the
combined effort the dev pment

of generations.
Luther's

public teaching removec

avery restraint from the animal pas
sions of man. Man was no longer
accountable for bis evil deeds Good

works were no
salvation : bad
heinous, were no bar to it.
and rebellion were positiv
aged and preached from the house
tops. In 1520 Luther writes to a
friend *“If you understand the
Gospel rightly, I beseech you do not
pelieve that it can be carried out with
aut tumult, scandal, sedition,
The word of God is a ord,
devastation, is lal, is per
poison.” This is the docirine w
Martin Luther preached in public and
in private, in his writix and by
word of mouth, and particularly in
the pulpit,

onger
rla
works,

necessary for
no matter how
Bloodshed

ly encour

is war

the

Luther lived long enoungh to ¢
fruits of his rebelli preaching.
The first fruit was the contempt of
everything religious. *‘ Peasauts and

g7
ncbles,” he says, now kunow the

0

Gospel better than Paul or Dr
Martin Luther ; they are wise and
they think themselves better tk all
their clergy.” ¢ Formerly under the
Pope,"” he says in another place,

ol \\'!u nwe were
e the sac

forced d urged to
rament y went in

our behavior to
gusting ard shame!

to be human bei

wards It is so dis
that we seem not

88

(still less Christians), but only blocks
and stones, t stapd in no need of
I1t.” Public and private charity had
vanished, *“ Of old under the Pope,”

says Luther hi If, ** people gave

very largely, indeed, aund beyond
MEASTUre They gave in heaps
for they looked . . . for the reward.
But now, that with the light of
the Gospel we are told nothing about
our merits, no one is willing to give
and to help.” “ Then they could
build couvents and churches with an
outlay which was quito uunecessary :
niow they cannot repair a hole in the
of to protect the minister from the
rain.” ¢ Where is there a town at
present with sufficient means or piety
) contribute enough for the support
of a schoolmaster or clergyman ?

The state of morality becamo appal
ing. Luther himself puts this fact in
strong and unm la language:
“The more and the longer we preach
the worse matters grow." ‘' Puople

@ now possessed with seven devils,
while formerly they w essed
with ona only : the devil now enter:
into peopls in crowds, £o that men ar
now more avaricious, unmerciful, in

3 pos

pure, insolent than prev
iously under the Pope.” Accordiug to
Luther's own coufession, intemper

aud
suicide became the order of the day.

ance, impurity, violence, murder

A movement which, accordiuyg to
the acknowledgments of its own aun
thors and promoters, bhrought about
such a of ne xnl degradation
could not ba favor to education
And yet men who are supposed to
history put the Reformation as
the most powerful factorin civi
enlightenment and moral and intelic
ual progress, and proclaim the apos
tate monk of Wittenberg as the apostle
of education and culture, while, in
fact, he was in word and example the
preacher and promoter of every spocies
of barbarism and immorality.

Luther lived to see the effects of his
teaching on education, and has borne
unmistakable testimony to it himself.
In a former article we have seen what
care was bestowed on the home educa
tion of the young in Germany before
the Reformation, After the introduction
of the Roformation Luther says: ‘I
is a shame how badly we now brit
up our children, , « Parents
allow their children to do what they
please. Mothers do not look after
their daughters . . do not chas
tise them, do not teach them tolive
modestly and chastely.” ‘‘Complaints
about the insubordination, lawlessness

state

are heard everywheve.” Drunken-

ness, he assures us, was so widespread
ameng the youth that *‘the Ater
part of the finest and most talented

young men

prematurely undermined
their heal
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and cther religious foundations hnn
been secu'avized,” he says, ‘‘ no one is
found willing to send his children to
school or have them study.” ‘' If the
ecclesiastical state, they say )
use, we had better leave
and not bother &’
n he assuresus in his characte
ion, that, while under ‘‘Popery
| spread out his nets in such &
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) as they please,
money is yearly spent on rifls
bridges, e mbankments and numbecless
other such things, for the peace aud
comfort the town, why, then, not
spend so much on the poor "shiftless
youth as to employ at least one or two
npetent teachers.”

Luther is very modest in
mands ; he only asks the people to
contribute one tenth of what they
spent voluntarily on ‘‘ Popery.” ‘‘ We
must,” he says, ‘' have some oue to
administer God's word and the sacra-
ments to us, and, to be the spiritual
guardians of the people. But when

all we get such if we the
schools to go to ruin wi huilding

hout
up other Christian schools to take
places ?’
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In the year, 1524, he
his followd in Riga and
‘1 have preached and v

schools maintained in the
educate learned men acd
in order that we might have

1 pastors and preachers
to keep the word of God in vogue ; but
the peo behave go indifferently in
this matter as if every one despaired
of his own daily bread and the
., 8o that it

to have g
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women

zood Cf
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saries of lifo suems to me it
will come to such a pass that both
scnool masters and pastors and preach
W3t give up t r professions and
davote themselves 1 other
work—they must give word of
Grod to save themselves m hunger

In former times, he assures us, a small

wn of four or five hundred
paid to church 700 florins yearly,
and now they are unwilling to con

ribute 100 or 200 florins for the sup-
port of school and pulpit. Formerly
they supported hundreds of priests and
mot gave them lands and citiesand
s: and now they treat their
plt"irhl] ‘“as Dives treated the
beggar Lazarus.” ‘‘ They live like
unbelieving heathens,” he adds ; and
therefore the

burghers

ha threatens them with
divine vengeance.
A chronicler of the time g
About tha year 1525 the schot s ‘n-
oan to dacline, o that hardly any one
gent his children to school, or allowed
them to be educated ;

and impudence of our young people

are |

and ins
possible.’

ary and middle schoc Luther in
veighed mercilessly against universi
ties and higher studies.  Aristotle, the
father of what is now
scholastic phil phy, w
b jeet of his abuse

r 3 ‘‘the

hand in hand with that of the element

The d

vere
of M
he \
more  he

1

he e

Herei

1mmberle

Word,

had stoc

o 1:{;“::*\;

(IR I 3 i (hem

enish aud offend ;
All the principl | e
tha liberal arts, {
serve the law of rist, should be ex :
cluded from our and set a t

ultiy

nered
1‘;" con

it

(i\ w,»li

‘t
| pu rlv\'l

¢
¢

i

bjects «

er the

have fall

ory

ol OV

the hop

writes another
our students

hed.

bridled
worse in
hec

come ovi

Vhat

without

and virtue
ly alarmed lest, after the |uummmn of

may also vanish, and a s's

character, ar

knowle

m

Yet we

(!
|
iilrg
|
l
l

50 dog
hadow
ww, alas

i

pave gi

natte

prosirat

honors
vanisht
* But

the sche
not

ages has been held in houor, is secure
against outrage? Our sins have

brought

gogues
thing

their ¢
thing i
eriy in

ine cc

ber of t

students

oftice of te

there were three hundrcd
students
lowing year,

the fol
WwWAas red

succeeding year,

only th

There was a similar decline at Wit
tenterg. In 1523 Melanchton, who

was
hm

come,
from tt
ters, T
played

gplendor, but tha unfortunate

which
my

I hard
men.

like a
At
L" [hl'

Simil

other
many.

for people had | fourteen years preceding 16
learned from Luther's writings that | students matriculated ;
priests and scholars had so miserably | years following 1522, only 1935 were
duped the world, that-every one be- entered. At Rostock University, where
came the parson’s enemy, anc|abused there used to be an average matricu-

ted with great

hool i~~ d \~|‘.t

:s unbear

what wonder,"”

eve

aprice,

he says
which

taste for
ments :

ly meet any but

nlted him, whenever it was

ecline of the universities went

In a blished in |1
1 raiti
und ) pov )

1 nothing more d
ed on earth from th

world, nor will aj

n Luther was seconded by
§ other pr hers of the
who indulged i in-
Their abu led
ainst the st he classics
literatur :h, as we

nin a
1 in high

preced
esteem, ana were
zeal and ext
The decline was
As early as 1524
s general that the
ities were no longer
studies, but wasted
ious contentions, in

tracts

g article,
3

SUCCRES
ly rapid.
iplaint v
8 of univers
to h..(l
1ein rel
ng and

C and

\While ming to be the
2 new philosophy and
of public m , they

legener 1into barbai

W )Le Vne ] glence
ospel, the apostate monks here
ete ndermining the lib

. ki us preach
rob the true studies of J]x-n
order to paim off ir in-

Our
ourselves are

Iu another le
professor says “We
en 50 low that only the mem
ir former prosper is leftus ;
¢ to regain it has van
“‘Our school is gone to ruin,
professor, aud ‘‘aming
there refgns such un
license that it could not be
1 & camp of soldiers : lifo bere
ble to me. A third
s to the same effect:
an intellectual decline has
! N\ can behold

d; we
f contem =

same

+ testific

\N) 0ng
tears how all zeal for learning
has vaunished. [ r

dge has baen destro

ed, piety
to of bar-
may ensue that will complete
'l e I\'Ll o remn: JIY of relig-

a dt \h‘ greatest w

have the stronges

al character to th
dean of the

of the same U

ht.
evidence of
gsame effect
' l\IY\ ™ lHlA\nll
niversity cof
I document, writes :
ad foreto!d that in
ne our University would have
rrated as hardly to retain the
of its former splendc
atent fac f -noone wounld
ven him credence. University
are so treated in the pulpit
time -honorcd eustom
made the subject of

such

—as is

st every

itution is

The Rector of the University
‘¢ All scientific studies lie
e and dvs;'iwd ;  academic
e in contempt : discipline has

l\m tudents
hwe adc ‘“that
yols are in such condition, since
n religion, which for so mauy

d from among

8
is,

t it about that factious dema
are permitted to attack every
with impunity, according to
80 that now hardly any-
sin honor but what was form-
contempt.”’

jusequence was that the num

he professors well as of the
of ths University declined
to year. Few could be

thamselver to the
In the year 1520 21
and eleven
rfart ;1

devote

wching.

immatriculated in
the year after,
luced to seventy two, and t
1523 24, there were
four matriculations,

irty

this time

writes to his

professor at Witten
friend Eobanus :
asg [ am myaalf,
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a flhod of controversial pamphlets
scurrilong res and unseemly repre
sentations of Popes, priests
and monks, which were peddled about
th t town and city. The laws of
license and copyright were utterly dis
rege rded.
Erasmus, in his writings, makes fre
it reference to this literary degen
“In Germany,” he says,
sale but
8 anti Lutheran litera
ture In a letter to a friend he
““ Wherever Lutheranism
ig literature is in abeyvance.
Thev only look for two things—a wife
and a pension.  The Gospel (i. ., the
Lutheran reli supplies the rest,
viz., to liv please.”
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Such was the sudden check which
y Reformation put on education a
culture in Germany. A golden age
was fast approaching when the relig
ious upheaval took place. It was re-
arded for thres centuries by that un
ortunate catastrophe. For 1 Iy
three hundred years hardly anything
was produced in nd polite letters

art

in the Fatherland but what every cul
tured German of our time would be
whamed of. True, the Catholic col
leges and iversiti which were
iiefly in hands of the Society ol
Jesus, wherever they were tolerated,
did mu ing that time to stay the
tide of be 1 ut in such an un
sattled sta ffair amid such {
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alization, th
be expected to
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But meagre as our is, it will
we trust, supply a suflicient answer to
those who go on, parrot-like, to repes

the patent old historic lie, that the Re
formation was the dawn of enlighten
ment and intellectual culture. Those
who wot have more information on
the suhje we refer once mc
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more largely we

armacist
congeientious warrant a cure,
the J. C. Ayer ‘IL guarantee the
\.‘lri:v gtrangth, and medicinal virtues
of Ayer's Sargaparilla. It was the only
blood-purifier admitted at the great
World’s Fair in Chicago, 139

A Short Road to health was opened to
those suffering from chronic coughs, asthma,
bronchitis, catarrh, lumbago, tnmors, rheum

atism, (sxvnn.nad lll‘)pkﬂ or inflamed breast,
and klduey complaints, by the introduction
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Every one knows that in his revolt !
against the Churck he went much |
further than he dreamed of in the be |
ginning. Realizing in some of ln~‘
lark and despondent hours the ruin |
he had wrought, what more natur: I
than that he should have impulsively |
put an end to his existeace ?— Balti I
more Mirror. !

. ar

Drawing Closer. |
Fifty vears ago a Protestant write
who should advocate auricular conf
sion would be hounded ont of church

meeting as a hevetic.  The marvellous
change wrought since then
hest appreciate d from these thr
ciples laid down by a writc
Columbus 7heological Magazin:
1. Private confession is
ommanded nor forbidden in the
cred Seriptures. Dy private confes- |
sion we understand the personal con- |
fession of the individual penitent, and
the direct absolution of such a peni {
tent by the confessor. Private con- |
fession is not an mark of a
truly Christian congregation, and |
therefore those churches that do not
practise it are not to ba denied Chris- |
tian fellowship. 3 Private confeg- '
sion is of great advantage and a!l
gpecial comfort to the believer,
should be encouraged in the ehurches
But the writer takes care to
that there is no obligation
all one's sins,
might be ‘*distressing "—and Protest
antism is nothing if not comfortable
Aside from the question of the priestly
power to absolve sing, it may safely be
said that the Catholic doetrine of
fession, consoling and
as it is to all who have the true faith,
will never be acelimatized in the sects
thongh it would be no surprige if
Protestant theologian were to assert
that private confession s commandcd
in the Sacred Scriptures, —Ave Mavia,
i -
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