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THE CATHOLIC

RECORD

tell us of the great aud good and holy
Father Gauthier, whose presence on
every occasion amongst his flock was as
a ray of sunshine, Ilis greatness of soul
—his unbounded love for each and all of
his flock--his warmth of heart which
ever prompted the kindly word that
gave birth to hope and joy—the entire
absence of the harsh and impatient ges-
ture which might wound the already
afMicted—the native good sense which
pointed out the true way unerringly—
the passion to build, build, build, higher
and yet higher, on foundations which
were destined to withstand the inroads
of time and the flercest of storms, God's
kingdom upon earth — these traits of
character will be recounted by the old
parishioners of Brockville as belongiog
to him whom the Holy See deemed wise
to elevate to the Archiepiscopacy of
Kingston. And to Kingston Mgr,
Gauthier brought the
nature. We can well picture the very

same

golden |

natural regret which will abide with the |

people of old Cataraqui when the last
hand shake is given and the last * God

Bless you " issues from the lips of the
loving to the beloved,
It is no wonder, then, that the

Catholics of Ottawa—of all conditions

of life from the humble souls in
the modest dwelling to those whose |
lot has been to live in mansions |

—men and women and children of all
races who are knit closely by the holy
bonds of warm Catholic faith — look
forward with enthusiasm to the coming
of a chief pastor whose presence in their
midst will cause to spring up a senti-
ment equal in intensity to that filial
love which subsists parents
and children. The preparations being
made in Ovtawa for the reception of His
Grace have been entered upon with the
heartiest good will. That it will be a
most enthusiastic one we have no
manner of doubt. All the Catholie
people will be fally represented—all
their love and obedience will go out to
him—because they know that his love
for them is all-embracing.

between

TESTS OF THE SUPERNATURAL
LECTURE DELIVERED BEFORE
THE D'YOUVILLE READING
CIROLE, OTTAWA, JAN, 28-'11,

Allow me to start with a condensed

Jath tor
ed physician,
Hanpa Thomson. He
gins au arviele on “The Subject of
Miracles,” in Everybody's Magazine
for this month, with the following words :
“Despite the frequent recurrence of
archasological discoveries which confirm
the historical trustworthiness of Biblical
narratives, with many persons these
count for little so long as they regard
the Bible as a book abounding in stories
of miracles. Rating all miracles as
equally false, they consider the mention
of one as equivalent toa plain untrath

quotation from
of distinetion,
Dr. William

lebr

ac
be-

in the testimony of a witness. This
certainly is no minor or secondary
matter, since this feature is more

pronounced in the New than in the Old
Testament. The book of the Ac's alone
coutains by actual count 45 recitals
of dowuright and distinet miracles, be-
sides repeated mention of groups of them
performed by the Apostles or by their
companions. This is more than f
the recorded miracles of the Old Test
ment,” (which is pearly 30 times as long

seience and becomes
What it ougnt todo i3 to prove, not that
the facts cannot have happened but that
they did not happen, Thnis they have
done in mauy cases of unauthenticated
stories, but there are mauy well auth
enticated accounts of supernstural
facts which they never have been able
to disprove. Again, when in order
to bolster up their flat denial of the
possibility of miracies they lay down as
a first principle the uuchavgeableness of
the laws of nature, and add that if God
did work miracles He would be admit-
ting that His original work was badly
done and would be undermining the
stability of the universe, they betray
profound iguorance of the whole quess
tion, God, to Whom the past and the
future are eternally present, foresaw
from all eternity those suspensions or
exceptions of His natura! laws, which we
call miracles, and which He was to grant
in answer to prayer or simply to remind
men of His own absolute dominion over
all things. Moreover, miracles, com-
pared to ordinary events, are generally
80 rare as not to interfere with implieit
trust in the laws of nature. KEven when
miracles were most frequent, as in the
days of Christ and the
in those St. Vincent Ferrer and St.
Francis Xavier, the people who lived
with them always knew wnen a miracie
had occurred and did not therefore cease
to feel sure that the sun would rise
and set as usual.

Whether or not the supernatural does
manifest itself by miracles is all a ques-
tion of evidence.
vineing? Then a
pened, Is the evideoce
Then the fact is doubtful., Is the evi-
dence contemptibly weak 2 Then it is
most likely that there has been nothing
supernatural. With regard, however,
to the sense of certainty or full convie-
tion, which a manifest miracle wil pro-
duce, it should be borpe in mind that
even when an insincere man is con-
vinced that a miracle has been wrought
he can still use his free will to shut his
eyes to the consequences of the fact.
He may not be able to deny the fact,
but he will do his best to diseredit the
one who works miracles by the power of
God. This is what the high priest and
his council did when Peter cured the
lame man at the gate of the temple.
This instantaneous cure, witnessed by a
crowd of people, and attributed by
Peter not to himself but to the power
of the Name of Jesus, was the cause of
the conversion of five thousand persons.
The “igh priest and his council ad-
mitted, in a secret meeting which they
held, that the fact was a miracle, which
they could not deny ; and yet they for-
bade the apostles to preach, and when
the latter disobeyed this unjust com-
mand, the Jewish Couneil inflicted upon
them the ignominious and painful pun-
ishment of 1 \gging. The five thousand

miracle has hap-

conflieting ?

| converts made a good vse of their free

will and acted upon the evidence. Tne

dewish Council, with the exception of

Gamaliel, made a bad use of their free-

will and acted against the evidence,
This example shows that Dr. Wm.
Hanaa Thomson—in the conclusion of

his article to which I have alluded

is mistaken when he says that a real
miracle occarring in the present state
of the world would make faich obligatory
and that thus there would be an end of
free-will, ; the intellect may be con-

vinced and yet the will may re-
fuse to be logical in its conduct.
I'nere are probably in our present

world many self-opinionated scientists
who, though inwardly convinced, would
outwardly deny the most satisfactory

| evidence of a miracle,

as the Acts of the Aposties and covers |

several thousaud years, whereas the
Acts do not cover much more than 30
years.)

“All attempts at explaining away the
miracles of the Bible as merely natural
occurrences wroogly supposed to be
miracalous by those who witnessed them,
are now so justly regarded as failures
that we need not waste time with them,
The supernatural enters too deeply into

the very essemce of that which a Chris- |

tian must believe for it to be appreci
ably affected by details concerning any
particular miracle,  Without the super-
natural the Christian religion i«
nothing."”

So far Dr. William Hanna Thomson,
author of at least two learned
graphs, * Brain aod Personality”
and “What is Physieal Lif~ 2" Curiously
enough his article, which begins with so
traly Christian a view of the superna-
taral, ends with the unwarranted con-
clusion that miracles are impossible
now. The eontradictory proposition is
one of the things I have undertaken not
merely to assert but to prove., Asser
tion without proof is the bane of
non QCatholic literature on this subject,
The wilder the assertion the more sen
sational the effeet . .
who do not think for themselves

In order not to fall into that class of
thoughtless would-be thinkers we must
explain our terms clearly at the ontset
The reason why so many discussions re
main vazue and iuconelusive is that the
disputants do not begin by defining their
fundamental terms.  For lack of precise
definition hoth pavties beat the air or
fight against men of straw.  What, then,
do we understand by the supernatural ?
You must ficst know what a thing means
before you can te | if it really exists. |
understand by the supernatural that
which is above the forces of nature
This definition, by the very fact that it
implies a power above the forces of
nature, puts out of court all rationalists
who, writing Nature with a big N, make
it a substirute for the God of theists
and Christians.
no supernatural, since they attribute to
Nature that power which we call super-
natural. Bat, as they do so without
any proof, we simply brush them
aside as incapable of weighing
evidence. The same remark applies to
materialists who deny the very possi
bility of supernatural manifestations
This attitnde, we say, is unreasonable
unworthy of scientific men. Science
must take cognizance of facts. When it
pretends thao certain alleged facts can
not have happened it ceases vo be

mouo

most

. on the people

For them there can be |

|

This impotent conelusion of Dr.
Thomson's otherwise admirable article
betrays, furthermore, the disadvantage
of iguoring the past and present history
of Catholicism. His knowledge of our
history of the supernatural is limited to
what he calls “stories of miracles’ in the
Middle Ages and to those of St. Francis
Xavier in the sixteenth century. Now,
Xavier died in 1552, more than three
centuries aud a half ago, and during
that time the Catholiec Church has been
testing the supernatural with far more
thoroughness than it did during the
preceding fifteen centuries, although

apostles, or [

Is the evidence con- |

blind obstinaecy.

a person  of no remarkable
the  authorities  of the

debated among themselves

they could accept the services of a man
who laid no elaim to supernatural
powors nor to saintliness, and finally
decided that they could in conscience
make the experiment, because this
wight be merely a natural, though
extraordinary, gift. The healer passed
his bands overthe whole body from head

piety,
college

| to foot; the patient experienced immedi

| telepathy

ate relief and was soou quite cured. In

all this there was probably nothing |
supernatural,
Telepathy, or the transference of

thought at a distance without any use of
scientific means, such as wires or wire-
less telegraphy, is another modern
development. Our theologians do not
agree in explaiving it. Some think it
i# supernatural and therefore diabolical
when employed without Divine inspira-
tion, Others think it does not exceed
the forces of nature, if used within
certain limits. Oa oue occasion I tried
with success, Being very
anxious to communicate immediately
with a friend, whom it was inconveuient
to eall up by teleplione, | begau by ex-

pressly putting aside all supernatural | I
| as a new revelation ar

means, such as prayer, and then in my
room with the door elosed and being
almost a mile trom
said, in an ordinary toue of voice which
could not have been heard outside of my
room, but with all the will power I could
command, “So-and-so, call me up.” A
minute ortwo later the telephone bell
rang. It was my friend. We srranged
an interview for the following day, and

| when [ met him, he said, in answer to
the question why he had phoned, "I was |

| supernatural,

even during that previous period the |

Church exhibited more technical knowl-
edge of the question than any other
body of inquirers has shown since man's
first appearance on this earth. The fact
is that the Catholic Church is the only
body that has ever tested the super-
natural in a truly scientific way. Con-
sequently, to sttempt to write on the
subject of miracles without consulting
the records of official Catholicism is like

attempting to write the history of
colonization without consulting the
records of the Roman aud British

empires,

Eulightened Catholies, though admit-
ting to the fall the possibility of super-
natural manifestations at any time, are
extremely chary of pronouncing that any
given event is supernatural. In this
they follow the age-long experience and

guidance of the Church, which, apart
trom Biblical miracles, has never set the
seal of her solemn approval on the
supernatural reality of any private
revelation., Hence Catholies are [ree
to believe or disbelieve any private
revelation, according as they find the

evidence convineing or not.
Oue of the first things onr theological

experts examine is whether the fact in
question is supernatural or not, in other
words, whether it exceeds the natural

forces of nature., To a certain extent,
though not «o much as superficial ob-
servers imagine, modern research has ex-
tended the boundaries of the natural and
has eonsequently limited those of the
supernatural. Some fifty years ago,
while | was a student at Sut. Marys
College, Montreal, one of the Fathers
had been bedridden for several weeks
with inflimmatory rheumatism so acute
that he could not bear the slightest
touch of the infirmariau’s hand and had
to be moved with sheets, The doctors
seemed to do him no good. Thereupon
a well-known and highly respected

Protestant gentleman, who was said to |

possess the special gift of ecuring such
diseases by the gentle but firm pressure
of his hands, offered gratuitously—for he
was comfortably off and cold take no
pay for his services—to attempt a cure,
Ay at that time such gifts were gener-
ally supposed to be supernatural, as
moreover, supposing them to be super-
uatural, they might be either Divine or
diaholical, Divine if bestowed on a
saintly p

going up stairs when suddenly the
thought occurred to me that I ought to
call you up.” As the interview was not
sufliciently important to warrant a
special Divine intervention, [ am
inclined to thiok that some extraordin-
ary natural force came into play.
Supposing we have ascertained that
the event bears all the
supernatural, the next step is to ex-
amine whether it comes from God or
from the devil. No doubt there are
good as well as bad angels, in fact more

whether |

damn the human soul he strives at least
to dethrone man's reason,

What strikes Catholics as peculiarly
childish in the way so-called
ists investigate the supernatural in

scient

| spirit manifestations is their making it

| est confidence in so hy

my triend s rooms, | |

marks of the |

of the former than of the latter since |

only * one-third of the stars of heaven
were cast down ; but, for all practical
purposes of inquiry, the good spirits
are always on God's side and obedie._t
to His behests, so that their action
comes under the heading of the Divine
Not so with the fallen
angels or devils. Being forever rebels
against God, yet intensely ambitious of
simulating His Almighty power, they
strive to ape His miracles. Although
they cannot work any miracles that are
really above all the possihle forces of
ereated nature, yet knowing all its sec-
rets, they can perform deeds of startling
power, To their must be at-
tributed whatever is really superua
tural in spiritistic manifestations,
Doubtiess most of as
occurring in spiritistie are
mere tricks, the cleverest of which Mr.
MasKelyune has duplicated and exposed.
(see Strand, Feb, '11.) Bat may
be some maunifestations that are above
the forces of nature, and then these
be attributed only to diabolical agency.
I'hey cannot be attributed to God Him-
self,Who sosolemnly condemns all ev
tion of spirits. Oune of the surest marks
of the Divine Supernatural is that it
either comes unbidden or in answer to
prayer unsupported by any machinery,
whereas machinery, such as semi dark-
vess, the clasping of hauds and distinet
exclusion of direct prayer to God, is an
essential characteristic of spiritism,
Neither can these manifestations be at-
tributed to good angels who, being
princes of the heavenly court, would
never stoop to obey the beck and cali
of money-seeking mediums and their
sensation-seeking dupes. But|what about
the spirits being the souls of our dead
friends and relatives ?  To be sure, thiy
is the favorite contention of spiritists,
who, for the most part, have been per
suaded by the divil not to believe in
himself till he gets them in his clutches
forever., But this explanation is ridie-
ulous, The spirits of the dead are in
heaven, bell or purgatory. From heaven
they never issue except by the express

agency

the mauifestati

seances

there

| command of God, and only very seldom,

| tion,

as we read in the Lives of the Saints, to
console or instruct the living. The
demons in hell have no power to take
the damned souls of men out of that
horrible prison ; God alone can send
them out for transient apparitions to
warn living men of the fate that awaits
them if they do not repent. The Souls
in Purgatory, being sure of their salva-
have no wish to return to this
world of uoecertain salvation, and are
never allowed to do so by God except to
ask for prayers. Therefore, the only
spirity that can appear or speak or act
in mediumistic seances, are the devils,
And they are admirably suited to the
marvellous tomfoolery enacted in those
seances. No other spirits, human or
angelie, conld or would tak rtin such
silly mummery.
in deceiving the human race, which they
hate with a relentless hatred
jealousy. And they

bora of
can so easily de-

|

|
|

I
But evil spirits delight |

ceive the reckless fools who place them- |

selves in their power. What can be
easier than for a spirit of gigantie in-
telleet and incredible versatility to im
itate all the peculiarities of dead
persons with whom he more in-
timately acquainted than were the
members of their own family ?  Not one
of the witnesses of a spiritistie perform-

was

ance hus ever had the slightest evidence |

that the spirit that claimed to be that
of his dead wife or brother was anything
but an imposter, an evil spirit masquer-
ading as the soul of a dead man. In the
very uature of the case the only possi-
ble proof that what the spirit says is
true is the habitual truthfulness of that
spirit and the soul-saving tendency of
that revelation, Now both these tests
are (Mnmpl(‘llnu.sl_ wanting in these
spirit manifestations, TFor in the first
place, the spirits are most unreliable,
they continually contradict cach other,
betraying to the most casual observer
their fellowship with the Father of Lies
and, secondly, what they teach and

4y

about the other world has no soul-saving

tendency at all. It is
farrago of ahsurdities.

geverally a
Spiritism, de

a battle of wits instead of first making
sure of the trustworth ness of wituesses
The most learned seicntists have proved
themselves the veriest children in the
hands of so consummate a trickster and
fraud as, for instance, Husopia Palla-
divo. It ought to be a first prineiple
with thew that no truth can be squeezed
out of a professional liur

Another glaring example in our day
of takivg sell-advertiscrs on trust with
out examing their credentials is the
eraze for Christian Science, It is hard
to understand how any intelligent per
son, who has read in McClure's Maga
zine a few years ago the calm, impas
sioned history of Mrs. HKddy's life, sup
ported by the fullest documentary evi-
dence from herself and others, remain
ing unchallenged by lerself except in
irrelevant details,could have the slight
erical and wen
dacious a person, But then people who
could stultify their reason by accepting
her ineoherent, unintcilizible

nonsense
sapable of auy
imbeecility.

Quite  ollierwise Clhiurch
approach such proble: Her first care
is to make sure of the ty
ity of the witnesses. lven the Society
for Paychical Resear ipparently at
taches little importa to this abso
lutely vital postulat It publishes
ghost stories from pec who are prac
tically unknown and whose antecedants
no indecendent outsider could investi
gate. Now thereare few things in which
the temptation to dr the long bow
is 80 strong and so gencrally trinmphaut
as excursions into supernatural,

Lhe

and sincer-

when there is only one witness of the
adventure. If wise people have their
doubts about the reulity of the “far-
thest north” claimed by a man whose

only companion could not take
vations, especially when the elaimant is
a proud, imperious mau disgusted by re

obser

peated failures and determined to save
kis reputation at any cost, how much
more have the wisc oues reason tc

that may so
ole ecloth or
ginary edifice of
imsiest founda-

doubt about ghost stories
easily be made out of
built up into an im
great interest from the
tions. That is why ¢ 1l Catholicism
pays no attention to any narratives of
supernatural events unless it has first
ascertained that the person who relates
the story has a sound judgment not
apt to be carried away by flights of
fancy and is, besides, scrupulous about
telling the truth,

So well recognized the
impostare, or at least elf-deception
in the case of supernatural apparitions
that the common practice of praodent
priests when the supj witness con
sults them is to begin pooh-poohing
the whole afiair. the witness insists
and becomes indigunant at not being be
lieved, the priest takes this asa sure

danger of

sign that the witness is either a liar,
who has invented the whole story, or
the vietim of a delu Bona fide

recipients of extraordinary favors, suchas
being in two places at one time, or
an apparitiom of Christ or His Virgin
Mother or some other Saint should be
humble and therefore reluctant to talk
about things that would be a temptation
to vanity. If they do mention them to
their director through obedience and
in order to receive proper guidance,
they are quite willing to admit that they
may have been deccived, they do not
eling stubboroly to their own opiunion.

Here the lecturer deseribed at some
length the case of Maria d'Agreda, of
the seventeenth century, who was long
in doubt whether her periodical visits
from Spain to New Mexico, where
evangelized a savage tribe, were real or
imaginary, though very vivid to herself,
until a Franciscan siopary in New
Mexico, having received a delegation
from an unknown savage tribe, who
proved by their answers that they had
been thoroughly instrueted in the Cath
olic religion by a Spanish lady, went to

she

Spain on purpose to find out who this |

extraordinary woman might be, and was
there introduced to Maria d'Agreda,
whose practical knowledge of New
Mexico, of its geographical names un
known in Spain and of its Indian tribes,
convineed him that she had really
visited that country while her body
remained in a lethargie condition in her
convent,

Fatbher Drummond then showed how
carefully the evidence for miracles in
the lives of reputed saints was siited in
Rome. He dwelt cspecially on some
wel’ known cases of miracles wronght at
Lourdes, deseribing in detail the cu
of a young man whose ease had heen
elared incurable by the late famous Dr,
Charcot. The young

man is now a
highly respected priest, whose disease
has not re-appeared during the past

le inferred that no
niracles of heal
lined as judiciall
before the R«
of Lourdes occurr-

twenty-two years,

n-Catholie allege
have ever been ex
as those of the sait
tribunals, or as tho
ing every year.

man

He conecluded by relating with eir
cumstantial evidence the eelebrated ap
parition of Philip Weld to his father

and sister in broad daylight at the very
moment, when Philip was drowoed in
1846, Mr, Weld noticed that
was accompanied by a beautiful young
man wearing a cassock. Three months
later he recognized a picture of St
Stanislaus Kostka 75 being the exact
likeness of the younz man who had ap-

his son

| dom

more direct, more subtle, m
more ubiquitous, than intoxic

re stealthy

ating drink

Though I have known men and women
destroyed for all mauner of reasons, vet
I know of no cause that affects man,
woman, ¢hild, and home with such univ

ersality of steady power as intoxieating

drink,~Cardinal Manning.

THE GENERAL CONVENTION
OF THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

e —

The most important utterance at the
recent Kpiscopal Convention, if we were
to judge by the size of the newspaper
type announcing it to the public, was
the denial that the Bible is the word of
God, This was made, or at least seemed
to be made, in of a three
minute specch—compressed unwisdom
by a minister from Oregon.
plied to him; possibly
knew the man. But a newspaper sensa-
tion resulted ; aund the KEpiscopal
Church was put in a very bad light, un-
til the offending minister, in a carelully
written statement, explained he had
been misunderstood, and declared his
belief in the Bible as the word of God,
Lhe lncident 1s nole-worthy as showing
that, despite the inroads of rationalism
in the Episcopal Church as well as else
where, the denial of the
Seripture is still a scandal, It is worth
remarking, too, that a conference re
presenting all varieties of opinion in
the Cnurch, adopted a resolution which
incidentally described the Holy Serip-
ture * as containing all things neces
sary to salvation and as being the rule
and ultimate standard of faith.,” The
bruised reed is broken. Belief in
the inspiration of Seripture is still essen
tial and we trust, still vigorous among
Kpiscopaliaus, though most likely we
should find their ideas of inspiration un-
satisfactory.

I'he old tenacious eclinging to the
King James version as the only Bible
authorized for public use has, after many
years of given way ; the
Convention while retaining the old ver-
sion as the standard, permits the read-

the course

No one re

because they

inspiration of

not

opposition,

ing of the lessons in the Revised Ver-
sions, English and Awmerican. This is
a step which brings the Protestant
Bible a little nearer to the Cathelie,

since the

Revised Version, at
o New Testament, is
our own than the King

As we

least in
much eloser to
James text,

speculate on the possible is-
the

sues of proposed Conference, fear
and hope contend in our minds ; but at

the least we

can recognize that there
is a widespread feeling of shame over
the divisions among Christians and a
sincere desire of reunion. The Catho-
lic position is clearly understood ; we
can never, even to gain a world, sur-
render the smallest particle of the
Truth ; for it is not ours to surrender,
il bias Dee Committea o our Keeping
by Christ Himself. At the same time,
none desire so ardently as we the re
union of all Christians. Our sentiments
we ntly expressed in the beauti-

ful sermon on Church unity by Cardinal
whi

always says the right
word with a charity and courtesy that
have endeared him to the American

people ard made him an example to
flock and shepherds. Like him, we join
with and all Christians
in the prayer that “the day may be has
tened when the words of our common
Jesus Christ, may be ful
filled, when there will be * one fold and
one Shepherd." "

What, we ask, is our Catholic Press
doing to recommend Catbolicism to the
American  people ? Something, no
doubt ; the tone of certain
Catholic, firm, sane and

Ipiscopalians

Reaeemer,

papers is
balanced, kind-
ly and courteous, bright and scholarly,
All this, and nothing Catholie
paper should The combination of
all these qualities, perhaps we must ad-
mit, is rare; yet we all know journals
we should not be ashamed to put
the hands of a non Catholic with the
hope that he would find in them a re-
fleetion of the true Catholic mind and
spirit. But their companions, or some
of them rather, how shall they be char
acterized ? They alas, to have
effected the most unnatural separation
under the sun—the divoree of Catholic-
ism from the spirit of Christ. How sel-
we feel in readiog the pages of
that they are inspired by that

They have the tone of party
organs and the spirit of party;
but the broad spirit of Catholicism,
which is the spirit of Christ, seeking to
draw all men to itself and looking
for pet transient Seems a
stranger to their The peace of
soul and joy of heart so familiar to a
Catholie have wvanished. I'here is no
tranquil enjoyment of our own thonghts,
no vatural and of our
zs.  We seem to live ever con-
scious of the prescnce of a bitter and

less, a
be.

into

seem,

rome
spirit,

not
vicetories,

pages.

easy outpouring

own feelit

scornful enemy ; we are become like
unto him w whom we eontend.

We do pot recognize ourselves in
their mirr times even we have
the dizzy s of wandering through
1 erystal and what fantastic
images the gives back to us!
Now with woful, elongated face, again
with vanishing brow where, instead
wisdom should have been fittingly er
throned ! Sancta Mater FEeclesia
ever noble and ever venerable, yet

| ever Iresh with the beauty
of sweet and  unfading youthfu
ness, how she would start to see these
distorted images of herself! How, un
like the poet’s “baby new to earth and

peared with his son. That picture |
father Drummond diseovered in 18814
in the possession of Miss Katherine

Weld, of Lymington, Hants, who had
seen the apparition and who added
mauy interesting details to those al

| snarling, in

ready published in printed narratives of |

this vision, These details, with Father
Drummond’s notes'snd a copy of the pic
ture, are to be found in the Ave Maria
of November 7, 1880

Lewis DruMMoxsD, S, J.

Cardinal Minning on Drink
For thirty five y

wrs I have been a

; priest and Bishop in London, and now 1

spite its myriad manitestations all over |

the world in thelast six'y yvears, has not

| ndded one iotu to ourdefinite knowledge

rson, diabolieal if claimed by | |y madoess. When the devil
{13
|

of the next life. Its teachings tend: to
produce confusion of mind and frequent
cannot

| Catholics

approach my eighticth year, and have |

learned some lessons, and the first is

this: The chief bar to the working of
the Holy Spirit of God in the souls of |
| men and women is intoxicating arink

I know of no antagonist to the Spirit

sky,"” she would think as she sadly gazed,
“And this is 11"

An atmosphere of gloom seems to
surround some of dur writers, who seek
a sad joy in carping, in fault finding, in
denunciation. Perhaps
they come of fighting stock and feel
they have fallen on evil days which
furnish little exercise for pent - up
prowess. They suceeed only in produe-
ing a species of journal it neither for
our own reading nor to give to friendly
inquirer.

The pity of it all is that

Ameriecan
ve to deal with the fairest,
the most open-minded and open-hearted
people on this planet, We can say this
quietly, with a clear conscience, in the
depth of winter, with the Fourth of July
six months away. There is, of e
vo lack of prejudice and
pany of our fellow-citigens,
1d hard to bear; the many
however, whom it would be unfair

urse,

bigotry in
much of it
Crass are

more,

to elass among the deeg prejudieed |

wnd b s, who have defluite and sincere |
wliefs contrary to our , and so are
J ently opposed to the spread of |
Catholie influence. But the residue of |
anti Catholie prejudice, which exists in “
nearly all, is not very strong or very
active io the great majority ; though it
might become both iu certain eircum- |
stances, We are unwise then, most un
wise, when we attune our ice to the
small bigoted minority, rather than to

the friently and open-minded majority

I'he everlasting sharpening of kuives o)
the editorial sanctum becomes a very |
exasperating noise. Continual contro
versy is a vexation of the spirit. 1t is

sometimes wise and necessary to answer
o fool according to his folly ; but it is a
delicate u g, of which the Wise
Man points out the danger in this prov
erb : Answer not a fool according to his
folly lest thou be made like him, The
answer to bigotry often seems to be
merely another piece of bigotry. Too
great eagerness to reply defeats its own
purpose ; for when the oceasion comes
to say a stroug word, one is not listened
to. No one heeds the snarler,

I'here is no then, in this
ecountry for not good tempered
and npatural in print as in pri
life. Some scem to change

Lheir ¢
\

dertaki

ex(
being

public
men

vate

iarsclers when Lake o
in their hand. The WAy
to the American people, or one of the
best, surely, is simply to talk naturally
and at ease among ourselves We have
nothing to conceal ; the disciy

mi was entombed in the
the Catholie Church is not
ciety and Catholic

hey pen

best to speak

nbs ;
A secret so-
principles and doe-
trines are meant for all mankind, Let
us talk out our own thoughts and senti
ments without restraint, Then we shall
say something worth listening t
thing worth passing on to a
friendly inquirer and likely to leave a
good impression. Then the time
comes, we shall be recognized to have
earned the right to use strong language,
If we

; some-

also

when

speak habitually with the soft
voice that turneth away wrath, it will |
be known to mean something when we
raise our voice. Then we shall know

how to be strong without being abusive;
and even, if the occasion demands it,
how to be denunciatory, yet in
vulgar.|

How will the happy day dawn
when pearly the whold Catholic press
will be of this character?
the hurlyburly's done, when the battle's
lost or won, and there more
enemies to fight. We do hope, however, |
for an earlier date. A strong Catholie
and Christian fearless and un-
compromising, and  well-in
formed, sane, never-hysterical, courteous
and urbane, what an incalculable amount
of good counld it not accomplish in this
land
very serious efforts are being put forth |
to make it come. There are millions of |
dollars for other good

no wise

8S00n

Perhaps when

are  no

press,

scholarly

It will not come soon, because no

causes; but very

fe atholic oplnion
through the and to prepare men
of good will for the reception of Cath
olie truth.

press

From inaction and blunders,
which have cost us so dear, both at home
and abroad, past and present, perhaps

wisdom will be learned, perhaps it
| will be learned before it is  too
late.~—John F. Fen D. D, in the
February Catholic World. |
|

et |

A YOUNG IRISH PRIEST LALD |

TO REST

It was one of the sad oceurrences of
life that brought to St. "aul’s church a
score of busy priests the wmorning of the
First Friday, and that filled the sacred
edifice to *he doors. It was the funeral
of one of St. Paul's best beloved eurates,
the late Father James Murphy. St
Paul’s parish was the first and last field
of his labors. 1t was here he began his
priestly ministrations, and it was here,
too, he felt the first encroachments of
death. Despising life when separated
from the active ministry of the priest-
hood he sought a more bracing climate
than the crowded city. Butin his flight
from disease death overtook him and
ended his labors. God was pleased with
the harvest of his few short splendid
months in the priesthood and spared him
the decay of Autumn and the Winter of
old age—* being made perfect in a short
space he fulBlled a long time,”

The deceased was born in the County
Wicklow, not farfrom the vale of Avoea,
in 1884, The eldest son, a rosy-cheeked,
fair-haired boy, his pious father and
mother with the true Catholie instinets
of Irish parents dedicated him to the
altar of God. With his face set towards
the sanctuary he grew up midst the
purple mountains and green  valleys
of his native Wicklow near to heaven
and to God He made

his preparatory

| The world «

tudies in Carlow College amd his th

logical course in Maynoot here he wa
srdained priest in 1900, In the same
year he came to Capada and was re
ceived into this Arc ocese of Toront
where he remained till the

From the first he commanded the esteen

{ of his Archbishop and the good-will of

his pastor. His charming personality

and priestly ways made him a host-

friends as was evidenced from the grea

manifestation of sorrow his death o«
sioned,

Under the treatmentof the most skilled
physicians he made a gallant fight for

life
to be denied.

but the dread tuberculosis was not
The last of January, a
the Ciravenhurst Sanitarium, where he
had for some months,

suddenly developed and he suecumbed
Made aware of the end
with faith and resignation.
Death to him became a desire, a longing,
he beckoned it, and, like the Saviour,
looked upon it as “his hour” though he
had not the privilege and comfort
giviog up his soul in his beloved birt}
land in the presence of his parents who
doted on the vale of
Avoea” of his youth “with the friends he
' Though his body will
under the greer sod  of
Ireland glistening with the tear-drops
fits

friendly and hospitable long the
home of many of his k d kin, with
a Canadian Soggarth Aroon by his bed
ide the last
strong sacraments of the dyivg, and with
kind and gentle hands that ministered
to his every want, Let us hope his body
will sleep well i tht Canadian soil
after life's short fitful fever. In the
light of faith we bid him farewell till the

been pneumonia
to the attack.
he met it

him, in “sweet

loved best.

sleey

not

weeping skies : yet he died in

who administered to him

long distant worning when we shall
come together again in the valley of
judgment M.(C,, Oshawa, Feb, 4th,1911
- —————— e
A French Conversion
Among the first fruits of M. Marc
Sangnier's submission to the Pope's

letter on the “Sillon” is to be numbered
the conversion of Dr. Amieux, who is
head medieal inspeetor of the ehocolate
factories of the well-known firm of
Menier,

Writing to M. Sangnier in a letter
which has appeared in the Demoerat, Dr
Amieux says: “l have become a Cath
olie, and write to asl prayers. 1
cannot dowithout the sacraments. You
did well when you bowed to the author
ity of our Holy Father the Pope. Had
vou acted otherwi I should certainly
not have beeome a Catholie to day, for I

had eonfidence in you and you wounld
have ruined that eonfidence and put off
my conversion. 1 have waited four
years before taking this irrevocable
step. [ shall never go back vpon it in
spite of all the reverses which may await
me in my life as a Catholic Catholio
San

ORDINATION AT ST. PETER’S
AN IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY IN

THE CATHEDR!
MORNING

L ON SUNDAY

Rev. Arthur Goodwin, a Wallaceburg
voung man, was ordained to the priest-
hood at St. Peter's Cuthedral, this city,
on Sunday last by His Lordship Bishop
Fallon, assisted by Mgr. Aylward and
Rev. Father Tobin, of St. Mary's
Chureh.

Father Goodwin gave his blessing to
the members of his family and the con-
gregation or the ceremony. Owing
to a severe cold His Lordship was un-
able to address the congregation,

—_———e——————

Consecration
I Helen M 1

It seemed but yesterday there came
Unto thy soul a eall sublime,
Sweeter the words than pen can frame
Noble the pbrase of that blessed time
At which the Master called, bade thee
to come
And follow in His footsteps up the
height

Where with mute love thy iips were
dumhb

As lova's great sacrifico unto thy
sisht,

Revealed what the Master hore for thee,
Asking what shall thine answer be ?

With all the
heart,
Thy soul
aside,
all that life might
would'st part
To glory in a eross so sanctified.
onld offer

pent-up rapture of thy
responsive would not turn
With proffer thoun

thee no recom-
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