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world's history, and the American
people will drift away into infidelity.
One can hardly believe that this will
ve so when he looks into the face of
the coming generation of priests.

What Seminary seems to have the
best class of students ?

Now, do not ask me to make com-

parisions., They are a'l the best. St.
Mary's Baltimore had the largest
crowd. Some 230 young men Wwere

there under the training of the Sulpi- |
tians and 157 at Dunwoodie. [ did not
get a chance to look into the faces of
the young men at St. Bernard’s,
Rochester, though the Bishop says be
has a splendid lot of young men. At
St. Bonaventure's Seminary, at Alle-
gany, the gathering of the young men
at the college and the seminarians in
the chapel was a most imoressive sight.
The Francisean Fathers are in charge
bere, and Father Butler is a great, big,
noble hearted, whole-souled man full of
enthusiasm for the non Catholic mis-
sion work and quite fa:ile in filling the
voung men him with the same enthusi-
asm.,

The Josephinum at Columbus is a re-
markable place. It is under the Pro-
paganda, and all the seminarians wear
the Propaganda habit with its red
trimmings and sash. They take boys
there between fourteen and sixteen
years of ageand give them a full course
of twelve years, and the young men seem
to respond to the splendid training
they get. There is evidently a deep
sense of piety and strong missionary
spirit among these young men. At
Mt. St. Mary's of of the West at Cin-
cinnati, there are 126 students, and the
same spirit of devotion, zeal and en-
thusiasm for the mission work in this
country seem to fill the son's of these
young men. There is probably no
better mission fleld than the middle
west, and converts may be had in the
Mississippi valley by the hundreds for
the asking.

At 8t. Vincent's Monastery, Latrobe,
under the Benedictines, I found a
}Qrgo and deeply sympathetic audience.
The Benedictines are among the best
missionaries in the country. They
have eagerly sought the distant places
in the far west and south, and have
done pioneer missionary work where it
is most needed. Their college and
seminary at St. Vincent's turn outa
race of sturdy men. Do you consider
that there are seminary accommodations
:nol;)gh for the vocations in this coun-

Ty

Not by any means. While there are
4,000 seminarians still there is almost
everywhere a dearth of priests, and
while there have been built within the
last few years some of the largest and
best seminaries still they have not kept
pace with the demand. With the many
new seminaries the old ones are just as
crowded, and hundreds of boys are being
tarned away from the priesthood be-

cause there is no opportunity for them
to study. On the other hand there is
no difficulty in geting movey enough

thing to the Catholics of the country
that once again they had at the old
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge
what he might call Catholic Communi
ties, and that they had,at those ancient
seats of learning Catholic scholars who
devoted themselves to subjscts which
were of so much interest, and wao were
able and willing to communicate to the
public—Catholic and non Catnolie —the
results of their interesting studies.
(Applause )

Mgr. Barnes said he wanted first of
all to limit somewhat severely the scope
of his lecture. He was not going to
d.al with any question which touched
upon Inspiration, or the inspiration of
the Gospels. He was not going to dis
cuss the question whether the witness
of the Gospels was, or was not, in favor
of any particular one of the doctrines |
of the Christian religion. With regard
to that latter point, it would be neces- |
sary to have separate lecture for each
one of the points so discussed and one
such point, and that the most important
of all—the question of the Resurrection
—was actually to be dealt with in a
lecture to follow. His subject was
simply this—How far in the light of
modern critical study were the they
still able to look upon the Gospels as
giving them a clear, historical, and
trustworthy account of the life of Jesus
Christ ? That was his one and only
point for discussion. Before he began,
he would like to say a few words on
the special way in which one necessar-
ily approached the guestion as a Cath-
olic, because the position of the Catho-
lic Charch was different to that of the
Protestants. The Protestants founded
their religion mpon the Bibie. If ove
asked & Protestant why he or she be-
lieved any doctrine, the reply would
be that it is because such a doctrine i3
in the Bible, or can be proved from the
Bible. An attack therefore, on the
Gospel narrative was of the most vital
importance to a Protestant, but with
the Catholic Church the case was
rather different. Catholics did not re-
gard the Bible, or the New Testa-
ment, as the foundation of their
religion. The Catholic said that
his religion existed before any single
word of the New Testament was com-
mitted to writing—that it was itself
the work of those who held the Cath-
olic faith. The Catholic, therefore,
regarded it not as being that on which
his Faith was founded, but as being
one of the parts—and certainly a most
important part—of the tradition which
was held by the Church. Therefore an
attack on the credibility of the Gos-
pels did not touch the Catholic so much
as the Protestant. Then, with regard
to the attitude of the Catholic Church
with regard to science she regarded
the decrees and results of science as
absolute, but before she explained—
not altered, for that was impossible—
any of her doctrines in connection with
results of science, she demanded that
there should be absolite proof, and not
that it be merely probable. As soon
us science arrived at & complete proof

to support seminaries. There is no
cauge the people will give money for

tween them (looking at the writings as

human doctrines, and leaving out all |
question of inspiration). The study of

this remarkable similarity, and the no

less remarkable differences in these

three narratives, was known as ‘‘ the

gynoptic problem,’" and it had employed |
scholars of every nation for one hun
dred years past. The cooclusion ar-
rived at was that Su. Mark's was the
first to be written, and that it was
employed, either in the form as we had |
it, or In another form, by St. Luke and |
St. Matthew, and was incorporated
in each., Two, at least, of the four
Gospels were not original writings, in
the s»nse that they were first composed |
when put on paper by their authors, |
but were dependent on earlier sources
and these two were SS. Matthew and

l Luke. HKven the other two referred t
and incorporated earlier documents. |
He would confine himself to St Luke, |

because that Gospel lent itseli better |

than the others to the particular point,
pamely, the employment of sources
earlier than the author's own writing. i
It was conceded by the critics that
they had reasonable certainty tha' the
third Gospel was really the work of St.
Luke. Hewasnot a person of sufficient
importance that anyone would forge his
name. Secondly, and more scientifi

cally, critical study had been able to
show that there was an identical style
between the third Gospel and certain
portions of the Acts of the Apostles,
in the ** We ' portions—taat is, where
the word ‘‘* We ' is used instead
of *“ He '' (Paul). The author of the
third Gospel was proved to be the
author of the ** We'' porticns of the
Acts. St. Luke had put before them a
definite statement at the beginning of
the Gospel with regard to the use of
earlier sources. He (Mgr. Barnes) ven-
tured to think that St. Luke's meaning
had been misunderstood. He meant
that many before him had taken in hand
to write down that which was in their
knowledge of the life and death of Christ,
but, all these were merely fragmentary,
and did pot deal with the full question.
St. Luke had been coilecting these
fragmentary parts, and had put them
together. He was dependent upon in-
formation from others, for he was a
Gentile convert in the Church, after
the Ascension. With regard to these
earlier sources he (the lecturer )
would try and dissect the Gospels
and find out what these sources
were. One of the sources used by St.
Luke was St. Mark's Gospel, and that,
taken as a key, the whole unlocking of
the problem was easy. St. Mark formed
the backbone of St. Luke's Gospel,
but besides that, they could trace four
other sources, which have be:n woven
together. Amongst the wonderful finds
in Kgypt had been three separate frag-
ments of ** The Sayings of Jesus
Christ,”’ remarks introduced with the
formula, ** Jesus said."”” The document
used by St. Luke had the same iatro-
duction as that. These *‘ sayings ’
pointed back to still earlier collections

of any matter, then the Church ab-

of sayings, each introduced by the same

| tions to urge.

C
| her divine honors, why we go to her to
\
}
t

| spoken language.

stndents attended faithfally night after
night, often with pencil and tablet. |
This year the missionaries made it a :
nt to meet all the students person- |
ally. That was not a diflicult matter, |
for they were eager to talk. They had |
many questions to ask and many objec ‘

\

They were not argu-
mentative but sought information.
Dear knows they had need of the last.
These men, who were preparing to

ich others, asked us why we pro
laimed Mary infallible, why we give

wve our sins forgiven. They believed

|

that Catholics were not permitted to |

read the Bible, that priests burn them ‘
as often as they can lay their hands on

one, that Luther discovered the Bible ‘

wnd was the first to transiate it into a |

They had no doubt |

|

|

{

but that all except the Apostolale
priests preached in Latin. They told
that their Catholic authors were
Maria Mook, Chinigny, O'Connor and
Jeremiah Crowly. Chiniquy is their
favorite : an apostle of total abstinence
con'd not but be a great saint and man of
(iod in their eyes. They believe religi-
ously that Lincoln was assassinated by
Jesuits beeause he defended Chiniguy in
a law suit. Perhaps it should be said
that they did believe for they seemed to
accept our denial as suflicient evidence
to the contrary. They did not even
suspect that there was another side to
the painted picture by the Chiniquy-
O'Connor-Crowley erowd.

Ove student has a shelf full of Maria
Monk literature, an inheritance from
his preacher father. He admitted that
his mind had been warped by this bane-
ful reading, that he tried to think more
kindly of Catholics but that it was bard
to get the poison out of his system.
This same young man abttended the
mission from start to finish. As the
week progressed his face began to wear
a haggard look. A mighty struggle was
going on within his soul. ‘'* Be faith-
ful to the grace that God is giving
you,” was Father Martin's monition.
*‘This is an epoch in a man’s life.”” was
the answer, ** to break with all one's
traditions, to change from the prepara-
tion for the ministry to a Catholic sem-
inary.”

From one hour to an hour and a half
was spent each night in conversation
with the students, the pastor and his
two missionaries each addressing a
separate group. Many hours were also
passed with them in the afternoons.
The young pastor, Dr. E. A. Kirby,
announced a course of Sunday evening
instructions for the benefit of non-Cath-
olics , besides an inquiry class on two
week day evenings.

Fathers Courtney and Reilly, of the
New York Apostolate, gave a splendid
mission at St. Kdward's the Apostolate
Church of Cleveland. The too weeks
service for the Catholics of the parish
was followed by one week for non-Cath-
ics. The attendance at all the services
was very large, but the culmination
came on the last night of the mission
when every foot of the sanctuary, sac-

us

The offer was scornfully rejected, but
in words which led the Viceroy to hope
his prisoner was almost overcome.
Tainking the friar preacher  was
terrified, and that b2 needed only the
sight of the gibbet to break down his
resolation, the Viceroy ordered the ex-
ecution to be immediately carried out.
The courageous religious actaally had
his foot on the ladder when a paper
containing a reprieve on condition he
gave up his religion was pul into his
hand. Prior Higgins took the paper
with a smile. The Protestant spectat
showed their delight, thinking
they would lead off this vert in
trinmph as their present-day successors |
do with a Widdowes, a Slattery, or an

O'Gorman. Perhaps the Catholic

spectators dreaded the fall of the athlete |
of Christ. If so, they did npot kuow

ors

con

Not infrequently do we hear the eity
individuals offaring the {limiest excuses
for failure to comply with their most
imperative duties, while exercises
that are not imperativo rarely attract
their presence. Annuil commun’on

and Sannday attendance at Mass secms
to be the only return that many make

for
for

to the great benefits they

childhood many hawve
wttended Vespers, and all spacial
devotions invariably find but a handful
present. And all this in spite of the
fact that only a few blocks lie between
the farthest homes and the church, Ir

God
enjoy.
never

the face of such fzc'a, is it not conelus
iva that ti the city are wanting
In appreci

Contrast is conduct with that of
those who live in the country. How

edifying to witness their long journeys

y vy 1 2 YT 3t N
how d:‘: ply the words .\'.‘n, A\'\ u . i‘ | in all kinds oi weather and often mads
rule, *: Betore all lh:.ll;n Jeb God be | o -t v far distant church. Their
loved,” had sunk into the Priors | mpt arrival and their stay uuntil the
heart, The man of God went up the | close « ‘\t‘u‘ “«'r‘\'.i‘.t- p"u"l-"thwm doep-
ladder, to the very top, A there et 1 ly sensible of the importance of their
ont the latter, signed by the Vieeroy. | =, & . >
b "} & | act. How inspiring their sacrifices
I am condemned to-day, he cried | and devotion. That  their city ©o
+ LTy o 3 ) . i Y. " g
r‘""t‘h i ‘:“'?‘l.y'.l h:’( “l’;::reliﬂptrl‘x"‘\' '::‘h:\ll'\( l religionists have much to learn f[rom
SRRV SR ; T I, their examyple is beyond question. May

tic proof of my innocence of all the
charges bronght against me. Behold,
the autograph letter of the Viceroy
offering me rich rewards and my life it
I abandon the Catholic Church. 1 call
God and man to witness that I firmly
and unhesitatingly rejcct these offers,
and that willingly and gladly I enter
into this conflict professing that Faith."
He then threw the paper to a friend of
his, and bade the executioner do his

duty.
For these details 1 am indebted to
Father Murphy's invaluable work,

* Onr Martyrs,”” a book that should
be in the hands of every one interested
in some of Ireland’'s greatest and wor-
thiest children. Let me be allowed to
hope that this parallel between the
Scottish and the Irish martyrs may
lead : many Catholics in Ireland and
Great Britian to respond to the Bishop
of Clogher's earnest and patriotie invi-
tation by praying for the Beatification
of the martyred sons and danghters of
Frin. — London, England, Catholic
News.

A FUTILE COMPROMISE.

A considerable section of the An-
glican Church endeavored quite re-
cently to find some common ground
upon which Protestants could agree;
some common source of authority, some
common standard of truth, and so they
hit upon the device of the first six cen-
turies df the Church, asking that every
body should agree to accept as binding
the beliefs of that time.

The compromisers’”’ find that an

whole proposal.

appeal to the dead ceuturies no more
sorves to bricg about Protestant unity
than an appeal to the Bible, and the
Dean of Canterbury has just received
a vigorous and abusive letter from the
Reetor of Abergavenny, denouncing the | tingnished ehurchman is dying of can-

The Rector is now asking for signa-

they cateh some of their spirit in
greater honor of God and in wmore cer-
tain salvation of their own souls,
Church Progress.

CATHOLIC NOTES.

Some three thousand Catholic ladies
are now devo’ing themselves to teach-
ing catechism in Paris and the suburbs,
their pupils numbering over thirty
thousand.

Two sterling Catholic laymen have
recently diei in tha persons of Vice-
Admira! Sir Huary Andoe, K. C. B,
late Admiral-Superintendent of Chat-
ham. dockyard, and Sir Martia Gosselin,
Iv. C. M. G., Bristish Ambassador b
Lisbon.

The Lord Mayor of Dublin and the
memnbers of the Corporation attended
High Mass in the Pro-Cathedral on St.
Patrick's Day. A sermon in Irish wa
preached by Very Rev. Dr. O'Hickey.
Maynooth College.

Bishop Favier, Bishop of Pekin,
Ohina, is dead. Bishop Favier came
into great prominence by his heroism
and self-sacrifice during the Boxer up-
rising. He was a type of the French
missionary bishop, zealous, [gentle,
brave, shrinking from no hardships
unfailing in kivdness.

In receiving sixty Lenten preachers
at the Vatican recently, the Holy
I"ather stringently enjoined them to ab-
stain from effusive displays of rhetoric
and also from introdacing polemical or
political topics in the Roman pulpits.

Father Martin, the General of the
Jesuits, had to part with his left arm last
week to prolong his life ; and the latest
advices from Rome represcnt the sacri-
fico as probably fruitless. 'The dis-

cer, and they say he cannot live many
woeks,
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