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it has become the fashion of late,
if indeed it be not. a fashion nearly
a8 old as 'Ine dogma m::“pm‘;
- fesses to wish recast, to {
desire for the restatement of  Chnis-
tian truth upon lines in Meeping with
the rapid advance of modern science;
Our language, as 15 natural in a ve-
- 'hicle that embodies and conveys " a
" thought not so much really changing
or developing as growing {n  com-

| pletencss of detail, itsél changes so
rapidly and so continuously in  its
shades and mmﬁmg&mﬂug.
that for o Chnistian dogme: to . be
correctly grasped and even to be un~
derstood at all, it must be statedas |
| Gearly and es definitely. as is Pos- |

| gible in those terms in  which we ac- |

tually and habitually think.  This |

18 "doubtless true. even to a marked  @ntiseptics of

Vendish, Dalton, Herschel, Davy,
Faraday, Kelvin, Clehlo-Ma.xwell, the
observationsag combining wejght,
&ases, struc-

ht

We 8till read the
Problems in the
On the  lineg of
too, the advance hag N increasing-
1y r?.pidA In chemistity, both inor-
ganic and organic, in electnicu_v and
mechanics, in the Prophylactics and
medicine and surgery,

aPplied- science,

t in some caees, in the mere I the increased kmowledge of ang.

o jtication of meaning which &,
;-::l insensibly undergoes in oonse-]
quence of a long servicé in popular
usage. But it is the more striking, i
and in some semses the less tio be |
looked for, in those cases in which
our old concepts of things have m-.
‘aived, or secm to us to have re-
ceived, a sudder shock; when I
philosophy or our science hae sum- |
marily closed an old, to open & new, |
road upon which, under pain of sole-,
cisin, to say nothing of poniﬂveen—[
ror, we are thenceforth to travel "i
we are ever to reach a true amd hu-

- man solution of the great problems
as to the real nature an({ meanirg of

* the universe or of our own place
within it. The progress of the cen-

_tury just closed has dome more to

' remodel and reconstitute our mental
horizon than perbaps amy other \_i_n

" the long history of the Uhrl!ti,n
era. The greatest impetus, possib-

3 ly, to the popularization of a scien-
_tific terminology, though gertaini y
“mot at the same time to @n.  outs
pouring of the true scientific spirit,
. Was given by the Fremch encyclope-
dists. The fascinating charm of the
#tyle in which the famous “‘Diction-
‘paire Raisonné’’ was written . = was
. doubtless the cause ¢

riod, it steadily " sapped: the " vigor
alike of science and philopophy.., As
" Merz has appositely poirted ‘ocut, the
brilliant literary work of the Fen-
‘Cyclopedists, the witty sarcasms of
Voltaire, the irreverence, skepticism
apd flippancy of Diderot and D’Além-
bert, the scientific monism of " Hol-
bach, did nothing to advance  the
genuine spirit  of scientific_research
+80d accuracy, while, on the .. other
 band, it undoubtedly had the effect
of slurring over that exactness = of
Significance in precise terms and
/Mdeas which is the firgt requisite of
Al knowledge. begun, the

dore Merz, ‘‘A-His-

of European Thought in “the
th Century,*”) “‘that noneJ
had the sametion of their
masters
made of principles which

haa

for ‘the application [

tomy amd the use of araesthetics—
to record again only g few points—
the greater comfont, ease and health
of the findividual and of the race has
N studied. Hardly is a new dis-
oovery made but it ig the next day
on the market in one practical form
The first grain.of rg-

Y Separated out in

the laboratory of the Curies when it
was to be found in the hospitals,
Irdeed, so great is the respect for
science in its utilitarian—and finan-
clal—points  of view that, were it
not for the genuine devotion of men
of t would almost seem to
of ceasing to be science

one of its aspects,
and its. terms having slipped Quietly
and persistently into more or less
general use, have i the
effect of shifting,  if not actually
changing, the outlook. People, as a
rule, are in too fauch of a hurry to
ask what the true inner mearing of
‘the phenomenon is when they are
anxious-only to apply it as soon as
possible to some practical purpose
i And yet it might occur to the most
ardent of modemn exact scientists

f Cusing -the term_in its hroad contre,

Sinction  to “philosophiers’” ) to
groea from the bonds of the
‘Phenomenn, with which he has
deal; whether the very forms of
thought  in which he habitually
thinks and -the “terms <with which he
enriches the voaabulary are not ac-
tually forging fresh bonds  of the
purely” phenomenal in which he be-
comes more and more shackled in
amy search for the noumenal and the
real.” It is a simple Question to
ask, even if it is not one . that is
asked often, and it admits of a sim-
Ple apswer. There is one test, easy
of applioation, that will show whe-
ther scienee enfranchises iteelf ard
®ets beyond the boundanies of pheno-
menal  observaition. A child may
describe something that he has seen
—a small island, for instante—fairly
accurately. He may draw a picture
of it{from the obsbrvations timtyhe
has made as.to its position, contour
~ elevation, noting itg Principal

established wnd used for

®pecial’
From

¢ reurately. —Hig

Jhe would measure and calculate ac-
trained observation is

more careful and more detailed than

. that of ‘the child; and his map, of the

island will be more complete, truer

to“scale; in every way more —  cor-

m Just 50 the man Jof science

Dushes' his accurats observations oo

will go. He adjusts the

pbﬂmmeutg to aid his

ut take two, out of the

of his doctrines to examine.

renteary century Harvey
“the

Now a mental
tion; and we

He goes on to form
Such a mental picture
of anions and kations.
Picture is an Imaging~
tio are incapable of imag-
ining anything Whatever thet has not
n some guige or other, ocome to us
through the channels of Sense¢ and re-
memory ag g Sense-im-
But whatever comes o
us direct through Sensation is pheno-
(D;ena.l. Indeed, Ramsay quite con-
cedes the phenome,
[in the
to-
ty or its expla~
t is quite clear

f locally. from anode

to kathode,
vice versa,

is a panticle of matter,
and that to explain it ig Quite as
difficult, op quite as easy, g task as
to set out at the beginning to ex-
Plain matters before its structural
delineation is presented in ‘‘menta]
Pictures’ to our minds.

! Not\vint.hsbanding this very ohvious
disbimbicm, drawn by such undoubt-
ed men of science as Sip William
Ramsay, there jg a very gemeral feel-
ing that science really has benetrat-
ed to the arcang of nature. And the
glibness with which scientific terms
and formulae fal] from the lips
the multitude would apparently force
a reconstruction of views even in the
sphere of religion.

What were, befone this cheap
pularization of science and of scien-
| tific terminology, questions confined
to purely theological limits—the con-
flicting of theological svstems, which
all, however illogical some might he
as a matter of fact, had a basis in
common upon which to argue upon
common topics; what in other cen-
turies was g duel between revealed
religion on the ore hand and pure
speculation upon the other, as ex-
emplified in the Deists and Theists
of the seventeenth and eighteerith
centuries, has latterly become nar-
rowed down, in the Popular estimate
at any rate, to a mewer and a more
pertinent issue. There is not now

S0 much need to sharpen the weapons
of logic or to furbish up the defen-

sive armor of Holy  Writ against,

those who, while calling themselves

Christians, have lost touch with the

centre of Christian unity. There is

little ad: » in taking the

i sedly philosophi-

cal systems apparently inimical 1o
the sure data
The comflict, to-day, if indeed . con.
flict there can be said to be at all,
is supposed to lie bevween the- results
of science and religious truth
I use the safeguarding words
purpose; for there is in reality no
conflict: between science and faith;
a5 a matter of fact, science and re.
velation are fincommensurabile. <411,

certain interpréters and pPopularizers

po-

with

of science have so far made it their
business to evolve theoriés that ap-
parently militate against the expla-
nations  and general bearings of dog-
ma that there seems o be and is,
in common opinior at any rate, - a
very real diicrepancy between the
findings of the exact sclence, as they
ave called, on the one hand, and the
truths of divine revelation of the
other.

For many People the strong a pni-
ori presumption that the ome divine
Author of revealed and of rationally
discovered truth cammot contradict
the ome in any part of the other be-
comes a weapom that is drawn, in

name of g sturdy and certain
faith, to check the more daring sal-
lies of wildly speculative scientific
spinit. - Such men are accustomed to
point to the Church and to advance
son for any one particu-
lar point of dogme, thean that
Church teaches it; ¢

the world and the Superratural veri-
ties, they have the scaffolding of pen-
sonal religious experience and. the in-

“Bystemartic cimulan.i_
blodd, Now the syst
on of thé blood s itself ' a
- It may be traced, as
the muscular expan-

of - .ob-
~to furnish so good a°

for the “‘sclentific” -belicfs

that are raised upon i, that it is
practically impossible lor"ﬂ:}m not
favor of supernatural revela-
Rl gt sh, eﬂepg and

5 S

of divine revelation. |s

(with the changes preferred against

e ——

phdlcsophy of the mediaeval ichuul*,"
Was quite accustomed to treat the
Problems upon whiich he wrote and
‘taught by a methoq that would do
eredit to any modern man of SCi-
ence. We often hear of the baseless
speeulation, the trivia) hair-splitting, |
the & priori argumentation of the
scholastics. We are all familiar wity, |
the samples of reasoning that (hese |
misguided spinmers and weavers  of
fogical webg employed: “‘How nany
angels can stang on the point of .
needle?’’. g it possible {
substitute Himself for
an ass, for g gourd,
80, in what way woy
Preach, work miracles, or be fixed
to the cnoss?' These and similar |
sn.mplus are given to the world as a [
fair sSpecimen of the scholastice doc- |
tring and discipline, Any ome, how- |
ever; who hag made any pretense (yi]
reagdling such works as those that |
I:»eeu'1 the name of St. Thomas, ig ‘
aware of the utter igmorance and
crass stupidity that makes such a. |
Presentation of srhnlustirism
ble.  When we are told,
In a note appended to
first chapter of the second book of
St. Anselm’s work that ‘‘thig was
one of the Speculations of the school-
men. is assumed that amgels are
distinct and isolated creations of
God, They are of the same nature,
but not of one race,’”’ we oan only
wonder hopolossly a8 to where the
writer of that note obtained his
Mnm\tledm of the schoolmen and their
The Yyoungest students
upon the benches of the theologica]
class room could have put him right.
Nathing of the kind ig assumed, The
ctrine, to which the writer of the
note refers go cavalierly as “‘one of
the speculations of the Schoolmen,’’
flows logically and mecessarily from
the conception of the angels as a
created being composed, not of mat-
ter and form, but of essence and ex-
istence. He may well be excused his
ignorance in so difficult and so ab-
struse a qQuestion; but the same ex-
cuse cannot by any stretch of chari-
ty be extended tp those whose know-
ledge of the scholastic work is 80
limited that they are able to stig-
matize it as unscientific, puerile and
absurd.
(Concluded in rext issue. )
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“Sir Charles Fitzpatrick.

—

Sir Charles r‘itzpaxtrick‘, Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court of Canadg
was-born in Quebec city on Decem-
ber . 19, 1853, and is comsequently
in his' 54th year, He was educated
at Ste. Anne’s College, at the Que-
bec Seminary and at Laval Unjver-
sity, graduating as a B.A in 1873,
He was called to the Bar of Quebec
im 1876, and within three years had

——

SIR CHARLES FITZPATRICK,
K,C.M.G‘

womn such distinction that he was
appointed Crown Prosecutor for the
city amnd district of Quebec.  From
thet time on his professional pro~
gress .was rapid. He was  chief
oounsel for the United States Gov-
ermment in the Bno extradition case
at Quebec, and for the Goverament
of Belgium in the Tournail fraud
case at Montreal. He acted as the
counsel n 1801 for Mesers. ~Con-
nolly and = McGreevy in comnection

Hon, J. I. Tarte, and was
m emmw 1 for the late Honorable
Honore Mercier, . Hon. Clms.. Lange-
Her and Mr. Ermest Pax:a.u_d in  the
political  prosecutions initiated by
the Conservative leaders in the Que-
bec House. In 1885 he acted as
chief coumsel for Louis Riel. In 1897
Mr. Fitzpatrick represented the Do-
minion Government before’ the Tudi-
inl
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Laurier Government, in 1896,
Fitzpatrick wag appointed Solicitor-
Geuneral, which office he bela  pnul
Fobruary, 1vU3, whén e succuctiea
tge late Hon. David Wills as. Minig-
ter of vustice.  1n that capacity he
LoOk & notable part in the carriage
of ube legislation thnough rarliaanent
of the Grand 'Irunk bacific and of
the bills Creatitg the new trovinces
of Alberta and Saskatchewan. He
married in  May, 1879, Corinne,
Gaughter of the lade Hon, R. B,
Caron, omnce Lieutenant-Governor of
Quebee, and is Consequently a pro-
ther-in-law of Sir Adolphe Caron.

THE VULGATE REVISION.

Biblical Work Upon Which the
Benedictines Are Engaged,

Dom Iiderbrande, Abbot, Primate of
the Benedictine Order, has furnisned
the following details of the work re-
cently intrusted to the order by the
Biblical Commission in connection
with the Vulgarte.

It has been stated that the Dene-
dictines were engaged in a rev.sion
of the Vulgate, or an examination cf
its variants with a view to such
revision. This work' has been des-
cribed as a continuation of that
already undertaken but not yet con-
cluded by the Barnebite monk Ver-
cellone. These statements have been
inaccurate. The real nature of the
work intrusted to the Benedictines is
a repristination of the oniginal text
of St. Jerome. which is the Lain
translation of the Bible recogmized as
authertic by the Catholic Church.

This version of the Bible is not
the first one, as it was preceded by
another known as the ‘‘Itala,’’ which
was praised by St. Aug'ustino. and
was in use before St. Jerome's was
authoritatively adopted in 713500,
The original text of St. Jerome has
suffered many alteratiors and

5 Just as a wateroourse,
however pure, loses its purity the
further it is carried from its source,
50 the work of St. Jerome, trans.
mitted for centuries, has lost much
of its original perfection. Not Luat
the origiml version was perfect, for
it ds difficult to reach perfection in
any book, but at the present nn_:e
it is more difficult tham it was
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penders

terials collected

in
original
Lo take

representing erome's
text. The work is expected
irom eight, to ten 8.
The Abbot’s firet, step will be the
appointment of a Ccommission of six
who will reside in._ Jtome -
Coessary, to carry out the irves
bigatiors. Studies will be maide in
other countnies wnere original doeu-
ments or momuments bearing on the
sub’ect exist. The entire  wark
will be accomplished by the Com-
mission personally and direstiv with-
out the oollaboration of othsrs.

The Abbot in conelusinn
seid that the work -now: anderieken
! was not un explonation of ' mmknown
| lands.  The track” was beaton
well defined. y
dict will follow the footstups of all
the learned men who have precuded
them' on
Columbien.

the ‘same . way,—Cathol'c




