THE DEVIL

Attributes of His Satanic Ma-
jesty in Ancient Story
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There is a curious legend of  the
devil making his confession in  Oo-
logne Cathedral. He professes to
repent his crimes and to be willing
to endure a thousand years of pen-
ance. My son,’’ says the priest,
“g]] you meed do is to bow - before
the image of the Crucified and ask
Him for pardon.” ‘“What!” cries|
the devil. “He who swept up the
chips for Joseph ? He who  hung
on a gallows?”’ And he turned on
his heel with a curse.

In popular legend and folklore the
devil is outwitted constantly, con-
tracts made with him are broken,
he is again and again deceived by
the simplest expedients, as substi-
tuting a lantern for sunrise. This
if I rémember rightly, occurs in the
legend of the Devil's Dyke at Brigh-
ton. As a childs terrified by a very
different Satan I remember the light
brought to my own spirit by some |
story of the kind. The expedient in
this case was cutting the gole out of
a shoe which the devil had to fill
with silver. The shoe was mnever
filled, and so he could never claim
his part of the bargamn. I remember
feeling a thrill of relief at seeing
that it was possible to evade and
elude him after all.

There is an Icelandic legend which
is possibly the origin of the proverb,
«The devil take the hindmost.” He
had agreed to instruct seven scholars
in all the mysteries of magic for no
other reward than that when their
seven years apprenticeship was over
he should have as his thrall the last
to leave for the last time by the
single narrow iron door. On the fa-
tal day the last to leave literally es-
caped him—eluded him by slipping
out of his cloak, which the devil had
grasped. He became a most Wwor-
thy parish priest, venerated all over
the island. As the iron- door slam-
med to it crushed his heel.

The devil is constantly represented
in tradition and folk tales as child-
ish, grotesque, spiteful. With his
bellows he tries to put out St. Ge-
nevieve's candle as she carries it
alight through rain and wind to
church. A very well known legend is
that of St. Dunstan, who, when at-
tacked by hfm while busy at the
forge, brought the conflict to an end
by seizing the adversary with the
red-hot tongs. This incident was the'
most popular pageant provided by ;
the goldsmiths on Lord Mayor's Day
when theMayor happened to be elect-
ed from their company.

The lon and the dragon are the
animals typical of the devil. It is
said that the ancient idea of the ani-
mosity between the lion and the
cock is the origin of the placing of
the weather-cock upon the steeple.
A mediaeval rhythm says of the
cock,

In mocte - dum concinat leo pertur-

betur,
and the idea was to terrify Satan by
the sight ‘of his enemy on the highest
point :of the sdered building. The

dragon . was the symbol of the pow- |

ers of darkness everywhere. In many
of the storfes of saints delivering o
countryside from a devouring dragon
the dragon objlmly represents pa-

Ho was bélleved to have = spectal |

power over the air, to be continual-
ly stirring up thunderstorms and
tempests of wind and hail. Hence
the ringing of the bells during thun~
derstorms to frighten the evil spirits
away. It was by the help of Satan
that Simon Magus, according to the
early Christian legend, floated in
the air till commanded by St. Peter
to "descend. It is significant that
Leonardo da Vinci, the typical figure
of the Renaissance, spent many years
of his I¥fe in the endeavor to invent
a flyimg machine. The opposition
he met with from the clergy and de-
vout people was intense. It is in-
deed difficult to imagine a more
concrete symbol of all that is most
opposed to what has been known
historically as the Christian spirit
than a flying machine. It must
have seemed a partaking of Lucifer's
daring presumption, to be speedily
followed by a similar fall.

Leading Slowly
to Paralysis

NERVOUS DISEASES CAN BE EARLY
DETECTED AND CURE BROUGHT
ABOUT BY USING

Dr. Chase’s
Nerve Food

It is customary to comsider para-
lysis, insanity and other diseases of
the nerves as afffictions which come
upon a person without warning and
which are, therefore, unavoidable.

As a matter of fact such results
are preceded by months, if not years
of symptoms which point to an ex-
hausted condition of the nervous
system. These symptoms are such,
however, that many pass them by
as not being of serious comcern and
thinking that they will wear away
of thewnselves.

Sleeplessness, nervous headaches,
indigestion, bodily weakness, faint
ing spells, twitchii)g of the nerves,
inability to concentrate the thoughts
and loss of memory are among the
most common indications of a run-
down nervous system. It is some-
times only a stép from such symp-
toms to prostratiom, paralysis, loco-
motor ataxia or insanity.

Stimulants and narcotics, though
sometimes affording temporary re-
lief, only hasten the exhaustion of
the nerves. Dr. Chase's Nerve Food,
on the other hand, recomstructs and
restores the wasted and depleted
nerve cells.

Naturally, gradually, and certain-
ly this great medicine instils into the
blood and the neryous system the
life-sustaining principles which re-
plenish the nerve force in the body
and so effect a lasting benefit.

Mrs. ‘M. O'Brien, L’Avenir, Que.,
writes: ‘“For a long time I had
the palpitation of the heart so bad
that I was unable to do any work.
Hearing of Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food
I decided to try it and after having
taken six boxes of this food cure I
‘was completely cured.””

Mrs. Wm. 'Brown, Scotstown,
Compton Co., Que., writes: ‘I have
used Dr. Chase's Nerve Food and
found it very helpful to me. I used
it'for my nerves as they were very

{iweek .and I was run, down in health

and I found that they built me up
and strengthened me.’"
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