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notes of the week.
the MARRIAGE SACRAMENT - devouring souls and leaving to pos

it is so unusual for any one, out- 
gide the Catholic Church, to treat 
the question of marriage with any 
regard to its spiritual aspect, that 
we are not surprised to find that 
gven Catholic writers frequently 
drift into the hurtful method of con
sidering this gtpat institution as a 
mere human establishment. Recently 
Hax O’Rell, the famous French wit 
and author has undertaken to give 
the world his ideas regarding mar
riage, and, while they may be very 
elegantly expressed, and contain 
much truth,' still they lack the one 
grand essential to which we have 
made reference. It is thus O’Rell 
writes:—

"Matrimony is a very narrow car
riage. If you want to be comfort
able in it you have to be careful or 
one wili soon be in the way of the 
other. To put yourself to a little 
inconvenience now and then is the 
only way of making the other com
fortable. To believe that love a- 
lone, without careful study, will re
sist all the shocks and will he all 
the more durable in that it is ard
ent, is the greatest mistake one can 
make in the world. Violent passion 
may be compared to Hercules, who 
might have enough strength to raise 
a palace on his shoulders, but not 
enough to stand a cold in his head. 
It is the thousand and one little 
drawbacks of matrimonial life that 
undermine it; love will survive a 
great misfortune, but will be Killed 
by the little miseries of conjugal 
partnership. In matrimony it is the 
little things that count and which, 
added bp, make a terrible total. The 
waning love of a wife will not be re
vived by the present of a five-thou- 
iand-dollar pair of earrings, but it 
may be kept up by the daily present 
of a five-cent bundle of violets, 
which reminds her that you think 
of her every day of your life. It is 
not the great sacrifices that appeal 
to her as do constant little conces
sions. Many men would sacrifice 
their lives, who would not give up 
Smoking or their too frequent visits 
to their clubs for their wives. Many 
women Will be the incarnation of de
votion and self-abnegation, who will 
not do their hair as their husbands 
beg them to."

This is all very delightful, as far 
as the reading of it goes; but it con
siders marriage * from the worldly 
standpoint alone. There is no 
thought in the writer’s mind, or ra
ther he suggests no thought in the 

leader’s mind, of the great gift a 
Sacramental grace that is imparted 
to those who eiiter the marriage 
State as a vocation directed by God.
In all these considerations there is 
HO calculation of the thousand and 
one means of augmenting love, of in
setting attachment, of securing fid- 
«Hty, of lightening burdens, of ac- 
«Pting sacrifices of

5 "Dividing the cares of existence.
But doubling its. hopes and its 

E toys."
to ;

mat are associated with the sacra- 
- of marriage. It is this lack of 
iation upon the spiritual- aspect 
s subject that engenders the 

» conception of marriage whereby 
1 reduced to an agreement or con- 

■ that the hand bt the law may 
at the dictation of a passion, 

lm, or a breach of those vows 
danced solemnly at the altar.

the sacramental aspect of 
dage. with all its accompanying 
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Would never have rocked the 
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terity a heritage of dliame.

IRISH INDUSTRIES.—How much 
depends upon the passage of the Irish 
Land Bill cannot be properly estim
ated at this moment, nor at this 
distance. One thing is certain, that 
the entire people of the British Em
pire, and the whole of Ireland are 
anxiously awaiting the event. And 
what is more; there are countless 
hands ready to be lifted In aid of 
and for the advancement of Ireland, 
the moment that the Government 
clears the way with this measure. 
Lord Charles Beresford has mapped 
out the lines of an association to be 
started in England, but the founda
tions of which will entirely depend 
upon the passage of the Land Bill, 
and the effects of which will be of 
great moment to the Irish people. 
At a dinner recently given In Lon
don, Sir Charles referred to this As- 
Sociatioff%in Aid of Irish Industries, 
and having explained the proposed 
scope of it, he said, that: " There 
were distinguished Irishmen present 
of every shade of political and reli
gious convictions—influential men, 
substantial business men, and all 
with one object—the commercial de
velopment of Ireland and the good 
of the country generally. The great 
point is to have an Association in 
London, for instance, to show the 
English people, the American peo
ple, and especially the American- 
Irish, what great possibilities there 
are in Ireland. Until we do that, 
we cannot expect' to do much else. 
When once the Land Bill is passed 
the friction that has existed for cen
turies will disappear. That is my 
hope and that is my opinion." Ask
ed as to the transport question. 
Lord Charles replied: "I cannot say 
anything upon that for the present. 
An Association such as it is pro
posed to, form is the first thing, and 
the most important thing. If we can 
only get this Association established 
we shall be able to help forward the 
commercial development of Ireland 
to an enormous degree. If we can 
restart those industries that were 
taken away from Ireland by England 
at the time of the Union it will be 
better for both countries. We want 
to make known the possibilities of 
Ireland—to have Irishmen meet and 
talk over business matters and com
mercial development, and when it is 
seen that Irishmen are ready to 
work together in a common cause 
money will be invested in the coun
try. Irishmen all over the world 
will rally to us. Already I have re
ceived shoals of letters setting forth 
and explaining how this industry 
and the other may be started with 
capital. That all goes to show that 
the idea has token root,, and that it 
is practical. But we must not be in 
too great a hurry. The Land Bill 
has not passed yet. When it has, 
the time will come to make head
way."

It cannot but be obvious to every 
reflecting mind that Redmond and 
the Irish leaders have engendered, at 
least, a policy calculated to bring 
about the triumph of Ireland's 
cause; and we are confident that, if 
they can only succeed in carrying it 
out to its logical end, the result will 
be a happy and prosperous Ireland 
on the ruins of a sorrowful and mis
ery-stricken land.

FUNERAL PROCESSIONS —How 
very strange the different ways in 
which different people consider funer
als, and above all the different de
grees of respect or disrespect that 
mark their attitude towards the 
dead. An American paper, dealing 

subject tells of the protest 
Philadelphia

street traffic by a funer-

“I'm a travelling man, and my 
business calls me to every city of 
any importance in the United 
States, but I pledge you my word 
that Philadelphia is the only city 
that permits a funeral to block 
traffic. I have invariably noticed 
that rather than pass between the 
carriages of a funeral the motormen 
here will wait ten or fifteen minutes 
if necessary. If it were merely a 
mark of respect to. the dead I 
wouldn’t mind it so much, but I am 
firmly convinced it is due to super
stition. I suppose the motorman 
thinks it's bad luck to break 
through. I’m sure it's very annoy
ing. at any rate." “You are entire
ly wrong in your suppositions," said 
the other man, who had listened pa
tiently to this harangue. “The de
lay is caused by a city ordinance 
that requires all vehicles to halt un
til a funeral procession passes a giw 
en point. Should our motormen at
tempt to break through between the 
carriages he would be liable to get 
himself in trouble."

Commenting upon the foregoing, 
the Ottawa “Free Press" says:—

“There is a good deal of reason in 
the krotest. Much inconvenience 
may be caused by such a needless de
lay, trains lost or urgency calls of 
physicians, and the passage of am
bulances to hospitals retarded. At 
present such inconvenience is seldom 
caused here, but it would be of ad
vantage to arrange for the future 
and permit the passage through such 
processions at a reasonable distance 
from the hearse and chief mourners. 
And the same may bo said of other 
processions beside funerals."

This we did not expect from such 
a broad-minded organ as the “Free 
Press." It is not once in a thou- 
sand, or may be in ten thousand 
times that it should happen that a 
funeral procession would delay u per
son going for a doctor, or on some 
other mission of mercy. The cases 
are so rare that if ever one solitary 
example did occur it would deserve 
to be recorded as a wonderful event. 
On the other hand, we do not see 
that any business is more important 
than that of burying the dead. And 
we must not forget that in a very 
short time—thirty, fifty, at most 
sixty years—every one that is de
layed for a few moments by a fun
eral will have to be carried in a like 
procession to the grave, and will 
then care very little about the 
bustle of business and the rush of 
traffic. We have too little consider
ation for the dead, too little respect 
for that sad rite which sorrowing 
humanity pays to those who have 
only taken precedence in their depar
ture. It is a mark of worse than 
barbarism to brutally crush through 
the solemn procession of the dead. 
There is no business so urgent that 
it could not wait for one moment to 
allow a fellow mortal to be carried 
in decency and respect to the “last 
home of youth and old."

EUROPEAN TROUBLES.—Within 
the past few days our European de
spatches indicate turmoil ana trou
ble in different quarters, and while 
these menaces to peace are of varied 
kinds, they all are, more or less, de
plorable. From Metrovitza, in Mace
donia, a correspondent writes:—

“The state of terror existing here 
surpasses that prevailing at Monas- 
tir. The Turkish and Albanian pop
ulation is at a white heat. It was 
incensed months ago, yvhen the Rus
sian consulate was established and 
its passions have been inflamed by 
the slaughter of the Albanians and 
the death sentence upon the popular 
hero, Stcherbina'e murderer. The 
pulses of the Mussulmans are now 
beating feverishly that there may be 
a general massacre if the word be 
passed or a single sword swung. 
Maskow and Tonkkollia, the Rus- 
sian Consul, Prisrand and all the 
Servian representatives, assert that 
they momentarily expect to receive 
the assassin's bullet. They say that 
they do not feel safe even in the 
presence of their own servants. When 
any of them leave the consulates, 
they are insulted in the streets."

This is certainly a state of affairs 
that recalls the barbaric ages, of 
which we read with horror, and from 
which, we thank God, we are so dis
tantly removed.

But we cannot feel surprised at the 
Infidel when in Christian France we 
flûd a barbarism of another sort but 
nonetheless antagonistic to the great 
spirit of modern civilization and that 
of contemporaneous liberty. Take 

despatch

the Associations Law threatens the 
famous shrine at Lourdes. All the 
unauthorized chapels there have al
ready been closed by order of the 
Government and although the Grot
to and Basilica remain open, it is 
feared locally that they will come 
under the ban. There is consequent
ly great excitement, not only in ec
clesiastical, but in secular quarters, 
where it is realized that a cessation 
of the pilgrimages will entail irrepav- 
revoluüon such as that which over- 
ants. The local councils have pass
ed a resolution in this sense and a 
delegation is preparing to approach 
the Government."

We. in Canada, can form no idea 
of the terrible state of affairs in 
France to-day; and. if we are not 
under a great mistake, the end will 
be a revolution. We do not mean a 
volution such as that which over
threw thrones and altars, but one 
that will certainly overthrow the 
overthrowers of altars and institu*- 
tions. It will be a political revolt; 
and the men of the hour in France 
will find how easy is the descent of 
Mount Avernus.

AN OPTIMIST IN CHINA.— Our 
press has been ringing for some time 
with the news of threatened upris
ings and everyday expected mas
sacres of Christians in China. It 
would seem that Mr. Morrison, the 
London “Times" correspondent at 
Pekin, one of the best informed men 
who writes from the East for the 
European press, is of a very differ
ent opinion. He claims that the best 
informed legations have no fears for 
the security of life and property. It 
is thus that this correspondent sums 
up the situation:—

advantage of it to visit several in
stitutions, after which he presided 
at the ceremonies on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. On the 28th His Excel
lency celebrated High Mass, and the 
sermon of the occasion was deliver
ed by Right Rev. Bishop O’Connor, 
of Peterborough—a splendid review 
of the great work done in fifty years 
by the College. On the twenty- 
ninth the two leading features of the 
celebration were, firstly, a Pontifical 
Requiem Muss for deceased profes
sors, alumni and benefactors of the 
College, sung by IIis Grace Arch
bishop O’Connor of Torono; and, 
secondly, the opening of the new 
wing to visitors.

While we of a sister province join 
heartily with the Catholics of To
ronto in all the sentiments evoked 
by such an occasion, we do not for
get that we. too, have benefited by 
some of the fruits of old St. Mi
chael’s. Not to mention more than 
one instance we will recall the fact 
that the last beloved pastor of St. 
Patrick's, the ever-regretted Father 
Quinlixan, was an alumnus of St. 
Mjchavl's, Toronto, and that he had 
ever conserved a great veneration 
for the home of his early student 
years, and hud gi\-cn us, the Irish 
Catholics of this city, many of the 
benefits that came from the solid 
principles inculcated in that, institu
tion. May St. Michael's see many u 
half century of prosperity and glory, 
to perpetuate the great Catholic 
work of true education is the fervent 
wish to which we give humble i 
pression on this auspicious occasiv

"Paris, April 25.—The operation of first

“Foreigners of all nationalities arc- 
travel ling unmolested, with a sense 
of protection exactly opposite to the 
conditions preceding the Boxer risk
ing. There are few Chinese houses, 
even of the highest, where foreigners 
are not received on an equal foot
ing. The alarmists, indeed, really 
are playing the game of Russia, who 
seeks a justification for the reten
ti"* of her troops in Manchuria. 
Here in England the hopelessness of 
any attempt to keep Manchuria out 
of Russia's grip becomes more and 
more apparent. Why, many ask 
Should we not accept the inevitable, 
and make a deal insuring the open 
door under formal international guar
antees, and ensuring also British 
predominance and unhampered indus
trial expansion in southern Persia? 
Germany’s pursuit of access to the 
Persian Gulf is only postponed by 
Great Britain’s rejection of her 
Baghdad railway proposals, and 
where Germany goes Russia ultim
ately will go unless she is bargained 
off."

This to our mind is somewhat 
vague; it is too general to be of suf
ficient importance for those interest
ed immediately in the condition of 
affairs in China. The writer of these 
comments has in his possession a 
letter written, in 1883, twenty years' 
ago, by a number of the staff of 
Royal Military Engineers, stationed 
at Hong Kong, and the letter gixvs 
precisely the same view o? the situa
tion in that day as does the corres
pondence of Mr. Morrison give of the 
supposed situation to-day. Yet the 
Military Engineer was entirely 
wrong; he had been absolutely de
ceived by the show of hospitality 
and kindness which was made in ie- 
gard to the Europeans then in China. 
And when, later on. at Singapore 
(where he died, on his way home) 
he admitted that he had been too 
optimistical. These arq corrcsuond- 
ences that must be taken with a 
grain of salt.

ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE.—One 
of the oldest and most important 
Catholic institutions of Ontario, St. 
Michael’s College, Toronto, celebrat
ed on Tuesday and Wednesday last 
its golden jubilee. Last year was 
the fiftieth since the foundation of 
St. Michael's College: but the cele
bration of the event was postponed 
to have the grand new xving com
pleted. In reply to the invitations 
sent out by Rev. J. R. Teefy, the 
worthy President of the College, a 
vast concourse of Alumni, friends, 
and clergy flocked from all parts of 
Canada, and from various sections 
of the United States to do honor to 
the Alma Mater. His Excellency 
Mgr. Donatus Sbarretti. the Apos
tolic Delegate, left Ottawa on /Satur- 

last, to be present on the occa
sion of

RELIGIOUS OPINION. — We an
nul astonished that an organ like 
the New York “Post" can furnish a 
weekly column of opinions, on fun
damentals of religion, that clash 
with each other in a discord unsur
passed since the days of Babel. Jt is 
but the logical outcome of the un
derlying basis of Protestantism. How 
could it he otherwise? The miracle 
would be, if all these different sec
tarian exponents, were enabled to 
agree upon even one great truth. We 
will take u few of the opinions ex
pressed in last week’s column of 
“Religious Opinions," and without 
wasting time or space analyzing 
them, we will simply show the ab
surdity—in a few words—of each.

We take the first from the New 
York “Churchman," a Protestant 
Episcopal organ. It says:—“If what 
Capt. Mahan says is true that the 
Christian world looks with contempt 
upon the man who is endeavoring to 
save his own soul, he could offer no 
better evidence of its growth toward 
the Master’s ideal. Would that it 
were more true. If there were no 
Christians seeking the salvation of 
themselves, the selfishness of indivi
dualism, the selfishness of parochial
ism, the selfishness of nationalism 
would disappear, and the Church’s 
power would be supreme. That in
creasing millions of Christians are 
learning to lose their lives for the 
salvation of others ‘gilds with a 
glow brighter than any former the 
growing hopes of a glorious cause.’

Wrong; doubly wrong! St. Paul 
asks: “What doth it profit a man to 
gain the whole world, if he loses nis 
own soul?" If a man (or woman) 
neglects to look after his own salva
tion, who is going to do it for him? 
Who other than he is responsible for 
his own soul? Will his neighbor? 
Will the Church, even, save his soul 
for him, if he neglects to take the 
means of salvation afforded him? Be
sides there is nothing incompatible 
between the saving one’s own soul 
and the working for the salvation of 
others. Moreover, we do not believe 
any man is fit«U‘d to help others to 
salvation, who neglects his own soul. 
Then there is a meanness, worthy of 
the tempter of mankind in the sug
gestion that there is selfishness in 
trying to save your own soul. Whvrq 
does the selfishness come in? When 
you are dead, when you appear for 
the | first time before the awful 
throne of an Omnipotent judge, your 
soul will stand there absolutely a- 
lone, in the dread silence of Eternity. 
No earthly friend, no Church even 
will be there to intervene between 
that soul and justice; your good and 
your evil deeds alone will surround 
you. Where then is the eel fish less in 
preparing to meet an inevitable that 
must be faced alone and absolutely 
alone? We say the “Churchnv.a’’ is 
wrong—unChristian.

The New York “Observer," a Pres
byterian organ, says:—

'Steeped in this germinating aV
celebration. It was his roosphere, as in a hothouse, theolog- ^ ^ , 

and he took ic&l conceptions, too, have grot

like mushrooms into the religion of 
an evolutionist. Christianity is re
presented ns the lustrous crown jew
el upon the brow or nmn after he 
has developed from the lowest depths 
of iniquity to the likeness of spiri
tual God-head. It is scarcely neces'- 
sary to state that such a theory of 
religion makes no rational place for 
the Scriptural doctrine of blood at
onement—through Jesus Christ. But 
that, aside, is Christianity in fact an 
ideal? When Ezekiel faced Israel, his 
commission rend: ’Thou shalt say 
unto them, thus sntth the Lord 
God,’ and that, too, ‘whether they 
will hear or whether they will for
bear.’ Clearly he had a message of 
authority and not an ideal to pre
sent. So spake all the prophets. 
Throughout the Old Testament, God 
is presented ' us a Person, clothed 
with sovereign power and authority, 
giving commands and requiring obc- 
diance. Nowhere in Scripture is 
there a supremely beautiful ideal in 
the abstract placed before man with 
an option to choose his own means 
of attaining it—to godlikeness ; but 
the command is: ’This is the way, 
walk ye in it.’ "

Right, perfectly right! But why 
not be consistent and follow out this 
principle in practice? Mark it well. 
The “Observer" says: “Nowhere in 
Scripture is there a supremely beau
tiful ideal in the abstract placed be
fore man with an option to choose 
his own means of attaining it — to 
godlikeness (salvation) ^ but the 
command is: ‘This is the way,, walk 
>c in it.’ ” Of course, that is the 
exact teaching of the Catholic 
Church. If Christ pointed out the 
way, and left us a Church as a 
guide, that must be an infallible 
Church. And there is no option for 
man, to use the words of the above- 
mentioned organ, to go that or any 
other way. Ilow comes it that Pro
testantism cannot see the logic of 
this in practice as well us in the- 
oru. If the Prebyterinn would only 
follow out that principle, and apply 
it, the result would be inevitable — 
into the Catholic fold he would have 
to come, for the Catholic Church a- 
loim allows no option in matters of 
faith.

The “Watchman," a Baptist or
gan of Boston, says:—

“Some inquiry has revealed the 
fact that in many instances these 
changes of church relationships have 
been due to a sense of a lack of im
pressiveness in the services of 
churches which have no liturgy. The- 
objection is made that the service 
us a whole is so severely simple and 
often so ill-arranged, that no depth 
of impression is made, either upon 
mind or heart. The attendants on 
the service, it is said, go away 
without a. feeling of reverence for the 
Lord’s house or of worship for His 
Majesty and love. The complaint is 
that what are called services for di
vine worship are . not xvorshipful. 
Many who have not felt that this 
was a sufficient reason for abandon
ing their Baptist principles will rec
ognize that there is some truth in 
these criticisms."

What a striking admission this is! 
The much vaunted simplicity of ser
vice is after all but a danger upon 
the zeal, the devotion, the enthusi
asm (if you like) of the worshippers. 
And to say that it is not “worship
ful" is a grave truth. Not only is 
tne quality of worship lacking; but, 
what is far more essential, the great 
quality of adoration is entirely nb-

From time immemorial the idea of 
adoration has been associated with 
a sacrifice, and in no cnjffcn, in no 
sect, in no branch of a so-called 
(Christian religion does the sacrifice' 
exist. The Catholic Church alone 
has possession of that one great es
sential of pure and perfect adora
tion. This then is the difference be
tween the Church of Christ. with 
that perpetual sacrifice upon her al
tars, and what a writer once styled, 
“poor, cold, formless, soulless, 
meaningless Protestantism— without 
a priest, an altar, a sacrifice, a huge 
blank.” And certainly the day is 
dawning when this lack is become 
perceptible to even the extreme Bap
tist. There is a something radically 
wanting, a something that chills- 
the heart and dulls the soul, a some
thing that binds us to earth and 
checks every attempt to climb the 
great summits of prayer. t,hat reach 
—like' the peaks of the Rockiest— to . 
the confines of heaven, and that like 
the great white thrones of the A

mm
i the sacrifice of i


