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THE HORSE.

One way to save feed is to groom consistently,
handle the team carefully and, when idle, make them

comfortable.

Take good care of the horses’ feet and legs. A little
cleaning and drying will prevent a great deal of trouble
from scratches and mud fever.

Keep the foal growing. At no time in the life of a
horse will it give better returns for the feed consumed
than during the first year or two.

Since the enforcement of the Stallion Enrolment Act
has been a less contentious matter in Ontario thar
fromerly, the Board are seemingly giving more
attention to the science of breeding as well as
to the care and treatment of animals. The last
report. of the Stallion Enrolment Board contains,
in addition to the tabulation of dry though neces-
sary figures, some bright features of interest to horse-
men generally. One of these illuminating articles has
evidently been prepared with immeasurable perseverance
for it constitutes an addition to Clydesdale history that
could only be complied at the expense of considerable
work and trouble. It is entitled ‘‘Breeding of Famous
Clydesdale Sires,"” and traces.the breeding and show-ring
records back almost to the beginning of Clydesdales
in'Scotland. More than that, the blocd lines are em-
phssized, and to make the work complete 48 famous
winners and sires are illustrated. This and other features
of the report are worthy of commendation.

Some Abuses to Which Horses Are
Subjected.

As a matter of course, the usefulness and comfort
of horses are largely in proportion to the care
and. attention they receive, as well as to the
feed they consume. In many cases carelessness,
indifference, or ignorance on the part of the care-
taker is responsible for discomforts, consequent im-
pairment of usefulness, and often attacks of illness
that could have Leen prevented withcut exgense, further
than a little more care and trouble. For instance, damp
stables are uncomfortable and unhealthful. There
certainly are stables so situated that there is a tendency
to dampness, but, with few exceptions, a little pre-
caution taken to prevent the dampness or water from
glining entrance would be effective. In others, where
this cannot be done without considerable expense, some
care taken to allow its escape will, at all events, prevent
its ladgment on or underneath the floor. It is not an
uncommon sight in the spring to observe stables in
which there is considerable water, possibly the stall
floors are above the water level, but when the horse
steps back in the stall, or is taken out, he gets his feet
and pasterns wet. This condition vitiates the air and
produces foul odors, in addition to inducing cracked
heels or scratches, which, in horses kept in such un-
sanitary conditions, has a tendency to extend upward’s'
and develop into that condition known as ‘‘mud fever. b
Such cases are often noticed where a couple of hours
work with an axe and spade would have made a drain
by which the water would have escaped. Of course,
conditions of this nature will not.occur in the stable o{;:'
careful, tidy, man, who considers not only his horses
comfort hut his own. profit, but, unfortunately, all horse
owners are not tidy and considerate.

Dampness may come through a faulty roof, where a
few shingles would stop the leaks, From whatever
source wet or dampness in a stable comes, it should,
if possible, be remedied. If this cannot be done and the
stable kept dry, new quarters should be provided as
soon as possible, as dampness not only renders the horse
uncomfortable, but more feed is required to keep him in
condition, and it also predisposes him to diseases and
in many cases is the direct cause of such. .

Another source of discomfort to horses is darkness
or semi-darkness. All parts of the stable shpuld be well
lighted. In many stables, especially those in basement
barns, that were erected several years ago, the ceilings
are much too low, and the light for theé whole stable
comes from one or two smallwindows_bch_md the horses.
The horses, when in their stalls, are facing away from
what little light there is, hence may be said to be In
practical darkness. This has a tendency to weaken the
eyes and render them susceptible to disease, and also
lessens the animal’s comfort. ‘Where practicable,
horses should stand in stables facing the outside wall
of the building, and there should be a small window in
front of each horse. But in many cases, especially in
stables of the kind referred to, this is impracticable.

all events, with little expense, larger and more
windows could be put in, which would admit light
enough to make a great improvement, even though
not introduced directly in front of the horses.

Ventilation, especially in cold weather, is another
problem (and one of the hardest to solve) in the average
stable. Even in many stables of modern construction,
ventilation .is not properly provndu_i_ for. _Perfegt
ventilation consists in the escape of vitiated air as 1t
is formed, and the introduction ef a like quantity of

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

fresh air at the temperature we wish to maintain, say
50 to 60 degrees Fahrenheit. It is practically impossible
to devise any system that will do this. In warm weather,
when doors and windows may be left open, and a circula-
tion of air thereby caused, we have no trouble: - but
in cold weather, when the temperature would become
too low if the apertures were left open, ventilation is
very difficult, or impossible, unless prcper arrange-
ments have been made for the exit of foul and the
entrance of fresh air. The system of introducing fresh
air through pipes that run under-ground for a consider-
able ‘distance to raise the temperature, and allowing

- the exit of foul air by a sufficient number of small ducts

opening out under the eaves or elsewhere where there is
no danger of down draft, is probably the most approved
system of ventilation. This, cf course, is quite ex-
pensive, even when done during the process of building.
Poorly ventilated stables are very unhealthful,uncomfort-
able, and predispose to disease; hence some reason-
ably satisfactory system should be adopted. When
the owner cannot afford, or does not wish to incur the
expence of some recognjzed system, he sould devise socime
method, even though it materially lowers the tempera-
ature. Horses will do better, appear better, and feel
better inalow temperature with pure air than in a higher
témperature, where the air is foul. Clothing will keep
the bedy warm, but nothing makes a satisfactory sub-
stitute for pure air.

Horses are probably more neglected in regard to
grocoming than in any other way. Good grooms are
scarce. More horses are under-groomed “than under-
fed. The horse is naturally a clean animal, and, if
by reason-of work, .unclean quarters or other causes,
his coat becomes matted on account of.perspiration or
dust; he is uncomfortable untik well grocomed. The
teamster who is inclined to be lazy or careless will
neglect his team in this respect. - He will probably brush
or rub the surface of the hair sufficiently to remove the
visible signs of dirt, but this is not ‘‘gcod grooming."
In order to groom properly it is necessary to give the
hair a thorough agitation to reach the skin and thereby
remove hidden dirt or dust, else the animal cannot feel
comfortablé and rest as well as he should. In order that
a horse may feel comfortable he should be well groomed

A Young Shire Stallion.
Shown at the fairs this season.

every morning, and if his work during the day has been
sufficient to cause perspiraion, or of such a nature fas
will introduce dirt or dust into his co_at,_the thoughtful
and careful teamster will groom agaimn 1in the evt-rémdg.
A well groomed horse will look better, feel better and do
more work on a given quantnt?/ (t)fdfeed than the same

en grooming is neglected.
horslweloz;l;s, \%hethergworking or idle, spend severl?l
hours of each twenty-four at rest. In order that he
be comfortable when at rest, whether standing or

ma - . .
lyinyg it is necessary that he be suppl.wd with a h.beral
suppl'y of clean, dry straw or a suitable substitute,

and his stall should be cleaned out regularly, as the
accumulation of both solid and liquid excrement (tlo ?n);
considerable extent generates heat, gases an'l Hpul
odors that are not only unpleasant but unhea tl.ud.
He will rest better in a comfortable box stall th:;ln th'
in a single stall, but it is seldom practicable to have a

OX ach horse. ) '
lm\(ﬁ:;:i:;h fl:w}ing is responsible for many discomforts
and illness. The horse should be fed at regularhn_nttcr-
vals, and watered (with few exceptions) when thrns gfr
He should be given olrsly as nlmch feed, either grai

7 ill eat at that meal. )

lxa)fﬁzgéea‘:,éllman}v little discomforts to ‘:‘:hlc.h th;)r.?evs
are subjected, such as failure to clean the ffe f‘i ou :;ianlt(y;;
failure to knock snow and ice out Uf. the g’c_t in v n
time. failure to keep collars clean ar fi ﬁl}h g p.rctpu;gé
faihx're to wet a frested bit be fcre n',-p(.du(ns_g it l)l‘. o .
mouth, failure to cover \\'h(-ﬂ_ he is .s.lanl-l.rg (xpé)as:d
to wind and cold, carelessness in allowirg Ilfn: to ﬁle io
facing a cold wind when it would be little trou

turn him the other way. WaIp.

_LIVE STOCK.

The sterile cow is a boarder: beef her.

Be a constructive live-stock breeder.

The scrub cire is fast losing his friends.

Entries for the Ontario Provincial Winter Fair
close November 17,

Aim high and set to work to’bring your herds and
flocks up to the high standard. : .

Dirty mangers and empty water troughs are not
conducive to thrifty stock.

Abortion and tuberculosis’ are two diseases which
require the united effort of live-stock men to keep under
control. (3

If the stable has not been whitewashed, plan on
doinkg it the first day that is unfavorable *for outdoor
work., ‘

The future of the sheep industry is bright enough
to warrant an increase in the size of flocks. Now is a
good time to buy.

The International Live-Stock Exposition, Chicago,
November 29 to December 6, is a show of great educa-
tional value to all interested in live stock. :

The drive to lower prices has been successful in
some lines, but has the consumer benefited -
tionately with the reduction to the producer? V\‘e tEink
not. :

The Ontario Provincial Winter Fair, G ‘is
December 5 to 11, and the Toronto Fat Stock S
December 11 and 12. Plan on attending these excellent
live-stock shows.

Prevention of disease is

often easier and is
certainly more satisfactory than

ecting a cure. Employ-
ing veterinarians to so far as possible. prevent ailments
would be more to the point than seeking their services
after the animal had become ill.

Did you notice that it was animals with breed
character, type and quality along with the pedigree
that topped the recent sale? If at the stock yards
will see that it is the bréedy steers that top the mrm
Breeding and individuality count in the feed lot as wel
as in-the breeder's stable. ]

The live hog_has gaiseds much greater momentum
on the price toboggan than has cured hams and bagon -
or feeds. It is natural that packers will pay as little as
possible for live hogs and cl‘:rge as much as they can
for cured meats. When the producer is in a position
to control the hog from pen to plate we may securé
greater stability of prices.

Don’t sacrifice all the young pigs and brood sows.
People will want pork next spring, and if the priceis
high you will not .be on terms with yourself for
getting rid of the breeding stock. The man wko stays
with the game usually comes off best in the end. True
the prospects are far from bright just now, but when
many stockmen are disposing of their breeding stuff
it is generally a pretty good time to increase. :

The Patterson Shorthorn Sale.

On October 31, John Patterson, of Ilderton, dis-
posed of his herd of 18 Shorthorns. Mr. Patterson has
been breeding to the best sires in the neighborhood for
many years, and has always retained the outstanding
females in his herd. From this herd many Shorthorns
with creditable milk records have been developed, but,
as Scotch-bred bulls have. of late been used almost
exclusively, the herd did not show the same milking
qualities that it did a few years ago. 'The animals
were only in field condition, which was one reason why
the prices were low. However, what was Mr. Pat-
terson’s loss was the purchasers’ gain. There were
eighteen animals sold, but over half of them were calves
and yearlings. Practically all the stock was purchased
by local breeders. Calves three and four months of
age sold well up toward the $100 mark. The following
is a list of the animals selling for $100 and over, together
with the names and addresses of the purchasers:

Sittyton Hero, Wm. Sadler, Lucan.

Norma Blossom, C. Grieve, Denfield. /i~...c............. 105
Rosie, J. Heard, Ilderton............... A R, . 190
Rose Lady, Geo. Carter, Ilderton............c.c...oie. 180
Carnation 6th, Geq, Carter...............ccooeiiicnnniinens 180
Sweet Blossom, Geo, Ste\lre(;lson, Maple Lodge.......... %(7)5
Rosemary, B. Kennedy, Ilderton...............cc..ccovniiii 5
Rosie Tk, S. Tummons, KOMOKA...—.......ooe s o 170
Carnation 4th, J. Heard....cccconienocscisnssnmrnosnanas 190
Red Rose, J. Heard......cccouruneincccsionimsmtntrnss o ceonnses 1A




