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the mind of the French people in this respect 
it will probably be to make them more than 
ever attached to their country and determined 
to remain in it. There will be no lack of oc­
cupation in France after the war. To repair 
the enormous damage done by the German 
enemy, to restore France to the condition of 
beauty and prosperity that formerly existed, 
will afford abundant employment to all her 
patriotic sons and daughters. There will be
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ileminent to make a special effort after the war 
to obtain immigrants from old France, and 
states that, with a view to that end, the Gov­
ernment will appoint an agent in Paris. A 
French Canadian journal, commending the 
proposal, thinks action should be taken at once, 
and that agents should be appointed not only 
in Paris, but also in all the chief cities of 
France.

The object of these efforts "is entirely praise­
worthy and perhaps a very moderate success 
may justify the steps taken. But our Quebec 
friends will be wise if they do not base very 
large expectations oil the movement. The peo­
ple of old France arc a home-loving people, 
with little inclination to emigrate. Except 
when the horrors of war bring new conditions, 
the French are a quiet, industrious and thrifty 
people, warmly attached to their native land, 
enjoying a large measure of freedom Snd com­
fort, and contented with their environment. 
Seldom does the spirit of adventure move them 
from this happy condition of contentment. 
Hence, while from nearly all other parts of the 
continent of Europe there has been a large 
movement of population to overseas countries, 
the French emigration has been comparatively 
small. In our House of Commons some years 
ago, a French Canadian member, Mr. Bourassa 
we think, complained that the Immigration 
Department made no considerable effort to ob­
tain immigrants from France. When it was 
said, in reply, that the French were not an emi­
grating people, statistics were quoted to show 
that many thousands of emigrants had sailed 
from France to America during the year last 
past. But inquiry proved that these emi- 

' grants were not French ; they were Italians and 
other inhabitants of the Mediterranean coun­
tries who found it convenient to take ship at 
the French port of Marseilles.

For many years Canada has had agents in 
France making known the advantages of the 
Dominion. The late Hector Fabre, who for 
a long time worthily represented Canada in 
France, was a joint agent of the Dominion and 
Quebec. The present energetic representative, 
Mr. Phillipe Roy, is a Quebec man. Both Mr. 
Fabre and Mr. Roy have had the assistance of 
sub-agents particularly interested in the im­
migration service. There has been no lack of 
effort to obtain French immigrants for Can­
ada, no lack of effort to advertise the advan­
tages of Quebec. If but little success at­
tended these effort^ it was not through failure 
of the agents to do their duty; it was because, 
as we have already said, the French are a home- 
loving rather than an emigrating people.

Such was the situation before the war. It 
is not likely to be changed after the war. If 
the horrors of the war have any effect upon
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tittle if any inducement for them to come away, 
even to the friendly atmosphere of French 
Canada. The call of patriotism and the 
prospect of profitable employment at home will 
alike tend to create a situation against which 
the seductive voice of the emigration agents 
will make little progress.

Sir LomCr will have the best wishes of all 
for good results from the movement he is pro­
posing. But only a moderate degree of success 
can be hoped for.
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Mr. Wilson and the War
MONTREAL, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5,1918./ GERMAN journalist, who was at Wash- 

in g Ion as correspondent of a German 
paper, now writes in his Berlin journal that 
President Wilson’s complaint about the sub­
marine depredations was only a pretence, and 
that Mr. Wilson had from the beginning de­
termined that the United States would join 
England in the war against Germany. There 
is probably a little color of foundation for the 
writers’ view, though he states the situation un­
fairly. It is quite likely that at an early stage 
of the war Mr. Wilson realized that, while 
the situation would take some time to chrys- 
talize, the attack of Germany sprang from a 
Germany policy which must soon challenge the 
people of every liberty loving nation. A man 
of his fine sense of right and wrong, and his 
keen perception, would quickly see that the 
militarism which unhesitatingly violated sol­
emn treaties when they stood in its way, which 
ravaged innocent Belgium, murdered its men, 
ravished its women, and covered the land with 
atrocities almost beyond comprehension was 
a system which threatened the civilized world, 
and that England, in resisting the German as­
sault, was fighting the battle of humanity. 
No doubt Mr. Wilson and thousands of others 
in the United States saw this from the begin­
ning and felt that in the end America would 
have to share with England and France the 
burden of defence against the inhuman foe. 
Nevertheless, it was Mr. Wilson’s duty to keep 
his people out of the war if he could. Millions 
there were who did not, in the early days, see 
the situation as he must have seen it. Time 
was required to enable them to realize the true 
character of the conflict, and not until they 
had realized it could Mr. Wilson have effective­
ly moved the nation into war. None can doubt 
that if the Huns had manifested any sign of
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