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Cooperative Methods Not a Cure-all
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and commercial cloba In the northwest sent hun- 
dreda of telegrams and letters to the Department 
of Agriculture at Washington, urging them to 
tore the Offlce of Markets 
“ce of the fruit Industry. According to the 
mit and Produce Marketer, of Portland. Oregon, 
the department was advised that the fruit Indus
try was In a deplorable condition, that this con
dition was realised by all, and that the help of 
the feder \ government was needed In order that 
a Pl»n ®‘Sht be found that would place the In
dustry upon a better basis. In response to these 
requests the department sent to the northwest 
three experts to Investigate conditions. These 

spent many days and a large sum of money 
In investigating avery fruit section in the north
west, and calling upon the selling organisations, 
bankers, growers and leaders in the different

communities. They thus secured a thorough 
understanding of the needs of the industry. With 
•this information In their possession they called 
a meeting of those Interested and reported to 
them somewhat as follows:

"We And the fruit industry of the northwest to 
be the greatest example of disorganisation to be 
found In the United Sûtes. The very fact that 
you have a number of strong organisations makes 
it all the worse, because It gives you larger clubs 
to use in your game of tearing each other to 
pieces. Your principal trouble Is selfishness.’ 
H you have a sincere desire and are willing to do 
certain things, we will suggest a plan upon which 
you can meet on equal terms and agree.”

They were answered in this fashion:
"We realise our deplorable conditions and know 

that If we do not agree to certain practices that 
we will have no industry In a few short

ry to confine c jrsetvae to the aasist-
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We therefore are here with open hearts ready to 
agree to any constructive plan that will assist 
the industry.”

Growing out of this report a Fruit Growers' 
Agency was formed for the purpose of reorgan
ising the lnduetry, harmonising the competing 
Interests, bringing order out of chaos, and re
establishing better conditions. It le yet too early 
to decide what success will attend this new effort

upon the great fruit growers’

centime we, in the east, may learn some 
lessons from the conditions that havevaluable 

thus been revealed in the west.
Lessons For the East.

In the first place, let us note that the primal 
cause of the trouble In the west was SHLFIHH- 
N1F3B.

outsell—not 
Matera markets. 
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A Citizen Worth While
Wbnl . flood of light that one word 

thrjys on the whole situation, both east and 
ww.tf The evil worm It represents finds Its way 
to the centre of every effort of man to Improve 
bis condition, and again and again thwarts his 
best efforts. It explains why men refuse to co
operate as long as they think they can do better 
for themeelvea In some other way; it leads men 
ti> throw down their association when a buyer 
offers them an extra Inducement to sell outside 
their organist Hon; It is the cause which prompts 
growers to rush Immature fruit to the market In 
the hope of obtaining some of the early high 
prices: It explains why buyers so often find in
ferior fruJi under number one grades, and makes 
clear th*> motives which prompt even cooperative 
associations to cut the ground from under each 
others’ feet in their anxiety to market their 
products.

What are we going to do about It?
lo some ways there le not much that can be 

done. A greater than human agency la reqiired 
to deal with this evil in the hearts of men. Let 
us. therefore, recognise this fact, and not make 

v (Continued on cage Î.)
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thet le the battle for justice 
equality; to make our city end our State 

free In fact as well as In name; to break 
the rings that strangle 
keep them broken; to eleanee, 
our power Ilea, the fountains 
tlenal life from political, commercial and 
social corruption; to teach our

by precept and example, the 
honor of serving such a country as America 

the finest man- 
heod and womanhood. The well-born arc 
thoae who are born to do that work; the 
well-bred are these who are bred to bo 
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the, who mo do.poto lot. the onanlop an. 
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