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1 that manfully struggling with his infirmity; and there are the
ght in inveterate snorers who are professing to read after dinner.

never Nightly, in the library, you may see another of the * European
for a celebrities,” making himself unconsciously ridiculous and a
dreary subject for the scorner. His closest friends are shy of waking
f sub- him up and rousing his fiery temper; if they did he would

e, sick shamelessly proclaim his innocence and turn to rend them in
y turn his wrath.
ry day The man of many clubs is generally but a familiar of one.

r culti- He inevitably trends to it when out for theday. Like Major
be no Pendennis, he has his table and lounging-chair, which no
:d out; habitué cares to dispute. The waiters know his habits, and he
e inde- has seldom to intimate a wish. He is the oracle of his special

the the W&  coterie, and, like Mr. Puffington in “Sponge’s Sporting Tour,” is

waiter usually “ an amazin’ popular man,” whom those who have not
e of an 4 the honour of his acquaintance are content to admire from a
ts, they W distance. If he is energetic, with a superfluity of time on

ill they W his hands, he looks closely after the cuisine and the cellars.
r,nurse, [ Except when constrained to retire by rotation, he is a standing

_ member of committee, and though he rarely puts himself
Captain [ ostentatiously forward, is understood to be a Power. Indeed,
who are @ the proceedings of that tribunal, when the club is governed
mselfto W8 by a Venetian oligarchy, with absolute right of election, are
isbound W shrouded in solemn mystery. The preoccupied secretary carries
eadhand W care on his brow, and the door is jealously guarded by servants

ection— B on duty when it is in weekly session. But it is rumoured that
dog-days @ one or two members are supreme, as Lord Melville, when he

sed. Of dictated to Scotland in the days of Tory ascendency. On the
it. For whole, these oligarchal administrations work admirably, and it is
1f you to be wished that in all cases the committees had carte blanche as
ffocated; _ to admissions. Were the right of election invariably vested
s did not in them, rejected candidates would have no reasonable ground
mpressive of complaint. There can seldom be room for charges of
poisoned injustice or caprice, when all claims are submitted to their
v men are judicial scrutiny. Popular election, on the other hand, has

mermber, nothing to recommend it, except that it gives an ephemeral



