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ally grumbling, yet conti-
noimously proud of various sears
certd'n telies in the shape of
tosses of honor, hwcked

sabres, and riddled
uniforms ;. spending in telling old campaigning
stories, and in plaving at domianes, all the
time that was ot taken up in drinking and
smoking ; such was Prerre Yertrand, and sueh

For his family, Pierre
had, properly speaking, two children, although
nly haa a just claim of paternity upon
1n, as far as blood went. But for his having
an adopted child, ho, ever, the old campaigner
might never have had an offspring of his own.
On the field of battle, a dying comrade had
consigned an infunt boy to bis arm ; and Pierre
had received the consignment with as much
satisfaction as others might receive a lega-
cy of millians. It was to give this childja
mother that Pierre had at first thought of mar-
riage ; and it chanced that this ste ps When he
took it only proved the means of bringing upon
Pierre another dying legacy, his own little
Matie. But tha'veteran bote up bravely and
did Dis duty nobly by both his children. To
the boy, Jules, he ‘contrived to give a good
edacation, and six months be fore !he.nﬁodo!
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INSCienc few thousand
S 4 piec In shorty it was found that
Bertrand  could not establish his e of
relationship to the deceased. Certain extracts
of biith and Laplism, with other indispensatile
documents couid not be procured, notwith-
standing the lenzthened researches of the old
elerk of the registry, to whom Bertrand gave
five thousand francs to prove his tities—which
sum, by the by, in addition to twenty thou-
sand received from the other side, mad
affair a very profituble ove for the old fox. The
necessary documents however, could not be
found, Piarre returned to Paris totally Jis-
heartened, and smoking furionsly.

Jules was the receptacle of the veteran’s
complaints. The young advocate was not slow
tofpronounce that chichanery and rogury must
have been at work, and persuaded Pierre to
parsue the matter at law, Within a few months
the cause came on before the provinelal court
of B——. Jules, whose activity and rescar-
ches had been unweried, for the first time us
a pleader.  While the case was going on Ma-
tie Bertrand was in a state of feverish impa-
tienoe.—She knew not the issue on the even-
ingof the 25h day of December, 1835.— Mt
was then that she heard three taps at the door
of her father’s dwelling, and started from her
seal 10 open it.

Jules entered. Marie sat down on her chair
in silence, after one glance at his countenance,
which wore & downcast expression. ¢ You
have lost the cause then Jules ! * said she at

length. ¢ No, Marie, it is gained ; you are
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¢ My tuther,” replied Jules, I de-
mgit!? ¢ You depart—ah e ll—
will yolt be away ?? was Pierte’s
time, father,’ said the young
lorever, perhaps ! You

| me, you
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ave given me a place
ought ¢ ne more a
! Leave Paris———. ¢Jules,
you are insanc!? jeturned the old soldier.
*Quit Pars! and ot this moment above all
others, wihen you bhave won a cause that will
fing 1 the courls ! 1t is folly and [ don’t com=
nd ite Besides, it isTwpossible that you
can go away. lhave aranged matters other-
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Maily gently raised her head, and east o
her tather « look so sweet, that Jules felt him-
self entee its influence,
‘ Yes,

continued Bertrand, | bave had my
plans arrunged, and for a long time too, only
L theught ) could besiow on you nought but
the penal 5 bul yoa shall now have the selling
along with ity my lad ! It wont do you any
bty willity to have twenty-tive thousand
livies a year to keep you going ! Come it is
settied.  Embrace hun, Maiie ; | am pleased
With him. ~Come and let us be off directly to
a notary ! ?
¢ My father it is impossible !’ cried Jules,
in accents which proved the struggle he was
undergoing. It 1s unpossible ! Alrealy do
my fnends, the court, all Paris, declare that
my labors, my journeying, have all been for
tns money ! Ou, Marie | pardon me—1 love
you l—yes, Llove you to idolatry ! But were
you now tobe my wife, all men would point
Wie hoger at me, as one who would uot take
the poor girly but snatched at the rich heiress
—snatched at her s soon as she had became
80, aid cre she could bave an opportunity of
g other suitors, more worthy of her con-
Uiliou, at her feet! Oh, why did I gain this
cause | ?

Jules was proceeding in this passionate strain
when Bertrand, who had in the mean time
taken the pocket-book into his hands, brought
the young advocate 1o a pause by thus addres-
sing Bim. ¢ It is, then, this parcel of papers
Which renders you so scrupulous, my boy —
Itis this bundie of swuffy continued he hold-
log up the pocket-hook, ¢ that prevents your
wedding my little girl? Ah, well, young
man, | admire your delicacy. But 1 will not
be less generous than you!’ 8o speaking,
old Pierre tumed to the window and, with all
the force of a vigorous arm, sent the valuable
:kol-hoot farinto the deep and muddy wa-

of the Seine !

Bertrand then tamed (rom the window and
showing one single bank note to the astonish~




