institution, the Children’s Day. 1 make
these suggestions, as I have scen some very
dreary efforts at conducting such services,
and I fancied in some cases, they arose from
lack of knowledge of what was intenced or
what might be done. If made more interest-
Ing, many of our schools cou'd be vastly
Improved, until they reached the stage of
“being hard to get into and hard to get out
of” ; that is, a pressure to get in as they
were so interesting, the best hour of the
week; and then che scholars so well looked
after, that they found it hard to drop out,
“What is worth doing, is worth doing wel..”
;N«:Ihing runs itself, except, what runs down
il
P,

Suggestions,

Dr. James Stalker has said that *“personal
conviction is the soul of religious tesimony.”
No one can persuade others of the truth of
the gospel unless he himself believes it to
be true.

George Herbert, the holy poet of Old
England, says that there is no greater sign
of holiness than the rejoicing in  another's
good. When we cease to envy, when we
become contented with our lot, when covet
ousness is with us a thing of the past, we
can be quite sure that we are Christians.

“Tan Muclaren” says that there is only
one place where a man can- obtain forgive-
ness, and that is the cross of Christ ; and
there is only one place where a man can
verify forgiveness, and that is within his own
heart. No one else can tell you whether
you are forgiven or not, but ybu know it of
a certainty within yourse/f.

A Mohammedan contractor was building
a line of railroad in India, and had to ad-
vance money in hiring his laborers, obtaine
ing security from them in turn. But a mis-
sionary noticed that he demanded no  se-
curity from the Christian coolies, and asked
why.  “I'know your pe ple,” answered the
Mohammedan ; “their religion is sufficient
security. I can trust th. m.” This is one
proof that a man has been saved : “By
their fruits ye shall know them.”

et

The Roundabout Way To Canaan.

Christians are often being tempted by the
spirit of hurry, which so largely asserts itself
inour “hustling” age, to gruw impatient of
delays in the process of securing the fruits of
spiritual service.  Patience, good friend !
When  Israel had crossed the Red Sea, he
was not allowed to take the short cut into
the Promised Land, because he was not yet
strong enough to fight the Philistine,  His
safety and his training for future struggles
depended on his going slowly toward his
inheritance. Don’c be in too much of a
hurry, therefore, to carry your point, even
when your pointis a good one. You can’t
hurry up God, anyhow.

It you are angry because sin fl wrishes in
high places, religion mocked at, the Sabbath
dishonoured, the foundations of the Church
menaced, and if you are troubied because
your answers to prayer are long delayed,
bear this in mind, that Gad is on the throne,
and that He has upheld His cause f rsome
thousands of years before you were born,
Perhaps God has your sou’s prosperity in
mind in leading you along a scgment of a
circle that curves away from His enemies,
Follow quietly the Divine lummnous cloud.
In due ume you shall emerge a victor into
the gloricus landscape now seen only as a
distant vision feom the hills of Rephidim or
the brow of Nebo. Do your best, but keep
unruffled. —*“New York Observer,”
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How Can | Know That | Am Saved ?
—Topic for April 2oth, 1902.
Our Leader Speaks,

A man was shipwrecked 1n the midst of
the Atlantic. For hours he was tossed
about on a raft, and at last was rescued,
half-crazed with thirst and half dead from
€xposure.  As soon as he got back to land,
he rewarded his rescuers, and throughout
all his lite he spent m ncy eage ly for the
good of life savers along the coast.

“This simple «tory illusira‘es how we can
knuw that we are saved. In the first place,
we must know that we were lost, The
reason why there is so bittle secking for sal-
vation is hecause there is so little conscious-
ness of sin and it fearful penalties.  The
ocean of sin 1s broad.  Its waves are cruel,
We have been s arving there in the midst of
them, We know that we were i
We know that death was near.  Liernal
death,

In the second plice, we know we were
saved.  We are on fim land again.  Temp-
tations have lost their power «over us, Sin
has lost its attraction for us.  We love what
we hated then, and we hate what we loved
then.  And we are not at all afraid of fail-
ing again into that ocean of sin,

In the third place, w: know ¢xactly who
saved us.  We are sure we could never have
saved ourselves.  Wetried ton hard to con-
quer sin in our own strength, and we re-
member how miserably we failed  We are
nover tired of giving to Christ all praise for
our salvation.

And in the fourth place, we aie trying to
save others.  We are warning them of the
pertls of the deep.  We are helping to sup-
port the life savers.  We are doing all that
we can to keep men from shipwreck and to
rescue them after they are shipwrecked

All these four things must be true of us,
or we shall have no right to say, with glad
cerainty, that we are saved : we must be
sure that we once were lost, that we are lost
no more, we must know who saved us, ard
we must be trying to save others. How d.,
you stand these tests 2 —C. F, World.

Daily Readings.

Mon., April 14—Salvation from what ?

Eph, 2: 1417
Tues., *a15=Salvation—how ?

Luke 19 : 1410
Wed., 16— Salvation—for whom ?

Acts 21 32439
Thurs., *a7—Salvation : results,

John 311447
Fri., **a8—=Salvtion rejected, "

John 5: 39-44
Sat.,, ‘O 19—Salhation accepted

Sun., “ Toplc. How can 1 know
that I am saved 2 John 8 : 32 ; 1 John 3 :
14 Rom 8: 16 1 John g ;.

There are  many motives of Christian
work. ‘There is the romance of it ; there is
the enjoyment of exercising gifts, like
eloquence, song, social charm, spiritual mag-
netism.  But the supreme motive is not
man—not the man who is doing the wark,
not even the wan for whose sake it is done
—but God.  God a'ane—his purpose, his
power, his will—all ina!!; thsis the seerct,
=Dr. James Stalker, in ‘The Young Man.

Two Kinds of Doubt.

It should never be forgotten that there
arc two kinds ot doubt,  One is from the
father of lies, because it leads to (uestioning
the truthfulness of God, and the trustworth-
iness of his character ; this, of course, is a
great sin.  Bat the other, being itself the
father of invention, must come ftrom the
father of lights, and be a great blessing.  In-
teilectual doubt, in the realms of philosophy
and science, 1s most useful, and has con-
ferred great benefi's on maukind.  Without
it there could be no progress, no improve-
ment, no advancing cwvilzation,  Except as
men challenge the sufficiency  of the old,
and inquire if there be not something bette
possible, stagnation abides, But spiritual
doubt, in the realm of morals  and religion
more proper'y called distrust and unbelief—
is most har.ful, and has greatly injured
mankind.

And another distinction is of great im-
portance.  He who is as yet only a doubter
i matters of religion should on no account
be confounded with the confirmed skeptic
or the contemptuous infidel.  There is an
honest *can’t believe”  which 1s looking for
the light, and suspending its decision be-
cause not yet recawving roquisite  proof,
There s also an obstinate, violent “won't
helieve,” which prefers the darkness because
its deeds are evil.  To class these two  to-
gether and brand them alike with scathing or
reviling words is tocommit a mistake than
which none can be greater.  Honest doubt
will work itself out after awhile, under  wise
and tender teaching, and will reach a setled
state of rest in that which commends itself to
the inquiring mind as  solid, well-attested
truth,  These doubters are often the noblest
spirits known to earh and the greatest benes
fuctors of the ruce. To malign or affl ct
them iva cime of the deepest dye. —Zion's
Herald,

When tempted to stay away from the
house ot G, just ask yourself the question,
“Suppose all the members did as 1 feel like
domg—what then 2" An empty church of
course. When tempted to cut down  your
church dues, just ask, “Suppose all mem-
bers began cutting —what then 2’ An empity
treasury, ot ¢ urse,  When tempted to com-
plain because others do notrun the  church
according to your notion, just ask, “Suppose
o.hers kept alocf and grumbled as 1 do—
what then #” A tumble-down church, of
course—ready to pass into the hands of the
receiver.  If there are no such  churches, it
15 because not enough  members yield to
temptition.—Latheran,

Help of a Father's Hand.

Itisa pleasure to a strong-armed and
loving father to take the hand of a child
whem he loves, and who, in his weakness
and timidivy, fecls the nced of help.  And
what a comfort it is to the child to be sure
ot strong support and protection, as he holds
the fivm hand and leans against  the strong
su potin the presence or dread  of peril.
Ourheavenly Farher is more loving, and
more ready, and surer in time of need, than
ever was oris a human parent.  Note his
helpful assurance through the Prophet @ ©1
Jehoval thy God will hold thy right hand,
siymg unto thee, Fear not; I will help
thee ™ Whata Gd is ours! Of whom
shall we be afiaid ?—8. S, Times.
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