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contrived, but had never seen one. He readily comprehended
the advantage to be derived from pumping the water into smaller
troughs, dug in the retentive clay near the springs, and strength-
ening the brine by solar evaporation,

It would seem that concentration by freezing was
never employed in the Swan River distriet, though it is
stated by residents in Pembina that concentration by
freezing was made use of by the Hudson’s Bay Company
in working the springs near Cashel, North Dakota.

Sufficient information isamot available to justify any
attempt to estimate, even roughly, the amount of salt that
was produced during these years. The minutes of Coun-
cil of Assiniboia from 1823-1840 show that from fifty to
one hundred bushels of salt were hought from the free-
men yearly by the Hudson’s Bay Company at 7/6 per
bushel. Keating ** states that in the Pembina distriet,
where, he avers, the salt was gathered from the white
precipitates around the springs on the Big and Little
Saline rivers, the price of the salt was four to six dollars
per barrel of eighty pounds, and that one of the residents
cleared five hundred dollars in one winter by the salt
which he collected. From the statement of Spencer, al-
ready quoted, it would appear that in the years prior to
1874 more than one thousand bushels a year had been
manufactured at Monkman’s Springs. The salt was put
into hirchbark boxes, called ““mococks’’, each holding
one hundred pounds and was exported to the various Hud-
son’s Bay Company posts and to the Red River Settie-
ment. The product was decidedly unprepossessing in
appearance, being characterized by a distinetly reddish
color, and, judging from the chemical analysis of the
brine and from its method of manufacture, it must have
had as impurities considerable percentages of delique-
scent salts, In fact, Keating states' that during his
stay at Fort Alexander he inquired why salting was not
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