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(tommand stands forth in propilnent terms in tlie

Sacred volume, and if "obedience « to the divine"
requirements be a generally acknowledged prin-
<uple, how can we presume to say that com-f
pljance in° this particular can be left to the option
of man? In the duties which.God has enjoined
there can be noplace for man's opinion. Chris-
tianity is not a system founded upon human
leasoriing, but it embraces principles which have
<;manated from God alone, and which therefortv
are stamped with tlje impress of truth and holi*
ness..,i Moreover we must acknowledge that
every command which has been given, has for
its end the benefit of fallen man—so tliat when
we find any duty recommended we must be;

convinced that it is dictated by a mind, supremti
in wisdom, and boundless in love, and that if

we would consult our own interest we must
comply with it chberfully and without constraint.

Man is a creature formed for the highest enjoy-
ment and the most perfect holiness, and although
the image of God was partially obHterated by the
i'iiW of our first parents,^ yet the means . for our
restoration are^|pple and clear. There arc;

.

however, certsi^onditions upon which we are
U) receive the benefits of Redemption, and one is'

obedience to the divine laws. When rules then
;ire laid down in the word of inspiration, men
ure not at liberty to disregard them, and should
any presume to set at naught the counsels of the
Most High, such conduct is most reprehensible,
jmd will inevitably bring down the heavy wrath
of Him who ha|h said, " Vengence, is mine, I

will recompense saith'the Lord." But although
man is called upon to yield obedience to all that
God has commanded, and the duty ofparticipat-
ing in the Holy Communion formsno exception,
yet numbers, as I have observed, " separate them-
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