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obligations by that enterpri>in|r peo-
ple. It wa.H admitted, however, that
the doi'tritie v,a% not intended to
sliidd the wronjj-docr or preM'nt the
aisertion o( e(|iiiial.le i'i);htN between
nations. The Kiiro|>ean claims
ai^ainst Venezuela are to be adjtid};-

III and .settled by the H.ix<;i tn'mn-il,

and, if then settled, well; bft, if not,

I !irn is the nii>rt}ja;;f to be (orcilosid

;;;i(l occupation or partition follow as
the icsnlt?

I'rcsident Hoosevelt has more than
mice ((ivtn his \ ii ws on the position.

In his first iircsiJtntial message, he
•vrote: "Our people intend tu abide by
I lie Monroe iloclriiic and to in.sist on it

as tlie one sure means of securing the
peace of the Western Hemisphere."
lie also sail!: "The duett ii.e will be
tespeeted a.s ".ong as we have a lirst-

ilass na\ V—not very much longer."
"Our attitude towards all powers
must be one ol such dignii.ed court-
esy and respect, as we intend tlie\

shall shew I's." "in reti.rii, they
:;;ust be willing to gi\ e us the friend-

ly regard we exact from t'lem." The
London Tunes, commenting on the
doctrine as so stated, remarked, Aug.
jSth, 1002: ".\s it is defined by
President Hoosevelt— in strict con
lormity, indeed with its original con-
leption and objects— it is a policy to
which this (ountrv has no right to
ake exception, and which we ha\e no

interest in ol-.structir^r." Mr. Aus-
ten Chainberliiin, British I'ostiuaster-
'•entral, lately expressed similar ap-
proval.

In old slavery days a "Higher law"
was invoked. As the Kocky Moun-
tains soared abo\c the AUeghani.
and they above the Blue Mountains,
so the higher law, or pet principle of

the abolitioni.'ts, rose o\er every hu-
man enactment. The Monroe Doc-
trine is now the favorite with Young
.\iTierica. Captain R. P. Hobson,
!ale of the t'nited States na- y, knovvn
for hi> fciit in Cuban watevs, in .1

late ar'i.le in the North -Vnierican
review , entitled 'iin-ri.u ?!istre.'-s

of the Sea," linds cKi-.icnts of jjower,

numbers av..'. vigor of population, and
•tiatcrial resoi:rces, without a par^'
lei in history, together with c
tions never vet e<|ualle(!, etc. ^le

urges the incrca.se of the navy, and

.savs, "We i ,ive not receded one step
from the iMonrov Dtxtrine of our
fi-refathers, yet South America is as
far from us as it is from Ktirope.
When the race for South American
tnarkets becomes close, and when the
growing Kuropean immigration to
South .Xnicri.a becomes stronger and
more controlling, we can maintain
the Monroe Doctrine there, and be
guaranteeil against any assault upon
it, only by being abfe to send to
South America as large a fleet as
!';iiroi)e could send." .And this brave
and loyal tar, who would make a
very practical and profitable use ol
the Doctrirc, urges that the practical
way to hasten the reign of pc -.ce is

"to place control in the hands of the
nation of peace, the nat.on of liberty,
the nation of beneficent promptings;
1. i. them realize that the United
States navy, w hich alone can give
control to the nation, is thus the bul-
wark of human liberty, the agent of
peace, the instrument of brotherly
love."

Captain .Mahan, the V. S. expert
naval olliccr of greater age and ex-
perience than Hobson, in the Interna-
tional Re- ., V for February, 1903,
dii'ms ih.'t the Doctrine has the pow-
er of development inherent in dogma
and varies in its application as the
emergency arises; it is a policy, not
a law; but it is not a mere idea; it is

a will and can be .ipplied, as the na-
tional will, -.hen it l.-e-omes a power.
Tower, he says, has two factors,
force and position.

In the captain's views, internation-
al, responsibility is limited to the co-
ercion of Venezuela, and the like Am-
erican coimtries, which have incurred
indebtedness abroad, to any extent
short of concpiest and annexation or
protectorate. He says, however, "it
is evident that for a nation to owe
money to a foreign government di-

rectly, or by guarantee, is a very dif-

ferent i)olitical condition to that of
indebtedness coptracted in open mar-
ket for individuals." "It
is the part of wisdom, and substan-
tially of jtistice, to exclude such oc-
casions of offence." This expression
has aroused attention in Kurone. It

has been the custom of jiromoters of
schemes 'or the improvement ol new


