
which it would be mort nitural that I ehotild hA to touch. If,

howerer, I am to uae to U13 purpoae the opportunity which you

h«Te accorded me, I muit exclude all but one nr two of them.

For in an hour like thie, a* in moat other timea of endeavor, he

who would accompliah anything muat limit himself. What I

have io aay will therefore be confined to the luggestion of little

more than a aingle thought, aud to its development and illuatra-

tion with materials that lie to hand. I wish to lay before you a

result at which I have arrived after reflection, and to submit it

for your consideration with such capacity as I possess.

For the occasion is as rare as it is important. Ground me I

see assembled some of the most distinguished figures in the

public life of this Continent ; men who throughoiit their careers

have combined law with statesmanship, and who have exercised

a potent influence in the fashioning of opinion an<l of policy.

The la*' is indeed a calling notable for the individualities it has

produced. Their production has counted for much in the past of

the three nations that are represented at this meeting, and it

means much for them today.

What one who finds himself face to face with this assemblage

naturally thinks of is the future of these three nations ; a future

that may depend largely on the influence of men with oppor-

tunities such as are ours. The United States and Canada and

Great Britain together form a group which is unique; unique

because of its common inheritance in traditions, in surroundings,

and in ideals. And nowhere is the character of this common

inheritance more apparent than in the region of jurisprudence.

The lawyers of the three countries think for the most part alike.

At no period has political divergence prevented this fact from

being strikingly apparent. Where the letter of their law is differ-

ent the spirit is yet the same, and it has been so always. As I

speak of the historical tradition of our great calling, and of what

appears likely to be its record in days to come, it seems to me

that we who are here gathered may well proclaim, in the words

of the Spartans, *- We are what you were ; we shall be what you

are."

It is this identity of spirit, largely due to a past which the


