
It is, thorofore, f^radually Ikmiij; displacpd l.y machine prat, cxcppt when
used as a raw material for the jieat hriiiuettirif; industry, wiiere cut peat is

preferable on account of its porous nature.*

Cut I'kat I)i(i hv Hand.

ilii.-- IS ;'->e oMest and simplest manner of manufacture and has
•'f^-' ""•''

' ' centuries. It is still used to ti f;reat e.\tent both
u Jrelarid • id on the Continent, especially hy country people dijisinj:
•'.'••• 'V,!! fu'i supply or (.peratinir on a snudi scalp. This method can he
enipioved ii, every drained hoj:, irrespective of its dei)ih or area; the decree
of humification and the occurrences of roots and stumjis, however, affect the
cost of production.

The work is carried out in the followini; manner: The Ixi^ is hrst
thorou.irhly drained; afterwards the dryini; held is levelled and ilrained hy
small ditches ahout one foot wide and ,S() to (iO feet apart, as shown in Kiu. 2.
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The surface of the hoj; is divided into .^(piares. each of which ucuerallv is

worked hy tw en. one man cutting the peat and placin.i; it on tlie edt'e of
the workinir trench, and the other loadini: it hy hand or with a pitch fork
on a wheel harrow or truck and transporting' and layiny; it out on the drying'
held. In c<Ttain localities where lumber is fairly cheap special dryini; sheds
or racks are sometimes u.sed. (See jiafies :\\ :W). The area of the dryimr

In Can:ulii iithcr iiicIIkkIs have been us«l to imH-ure raw material for l)ri.|Mitte
manufacture ^ee Hullctin No. 5-^" Peat fuel and its manufacture," of tlie Hurcau of
Mmes, Ont. (Department of Lands ami Mines, Toronto )


