
THE LOYALISTS
sever their allegiance from their mother country. Of 
these nearly thirty thousand found their way into 
the Maritime Provinces. Others, ascending the St. 
Lawrence or coming by Lake Champlain, settled in 
the Eastern Townships of Quebec or near to Mont­
real itself. Still others, pushing their way up the 
river or passing over the rough wagon-trails of the 
forest country of New York, embarked on Lake 
Ontario to find new homes upon its northern shores. 
Liberal grants of land were made. Settlements 
sprang up along the Bay of Quinte, on the Niagara 
frontier, on the Grand River, on the Thames and 
as far west as the Detroit River. By the year 1791 
there were some thirty thousand settlers in the 
districts thus thrown open. The newcomers, im­
poverished as most of them were, made excellent 
pioneers. Their conviction of the righteousness 
of their cause lent vigour to their arduous 
struggle with the wilderness. The sound of 
the axe resounded amid the stillness of the 
pine forest; farmsteads and hamlets arose on the 
shores of the lake and beside its tributary streams. 
But with the coming of the Loyalists Canada be­
came a divided country. The population of the 
upper country was British, that of the lower, French. 
French law and custom seemed to the new settlers 
anomalous and unjust. British Protestantism was 
abhorrent to the devout Catholics of French Canada. 
The new settlers, too, accustomed to the political 
freedom which they had enjoyed in the colonies of
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