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With all our heart we were able to agree with our
ally's estimate of the situation, and assure him that
any action considered necessary to end the move-
ment in Servia directed against the conservation of
the monarchy would meet with our M.|iproval.

We were perfectly aware that a [M^ssible warlike
attitude of Austria-Hungary agairtst Servia might
bring Russia upon the field, and th.it it might there-
fore involve us in a war, in accoriianoe with our duty
as allies. We could not, liownvrr, in theso vital
interests of Austria-Hungary-, which ivcre nf stiike,

advise our ally to take a yielding itt.' iJe not com-
patible with his dignity, nor deny li:ni r ur .iisistance

in these trying days. We could do tt.i! hII flie less

as our own interests were menaced through the
continued Serb agitation. If the Serbs contiimed
with the aid of Russia and France to menace the
existence of Austria-Hungary, the gradual colkipie
of Austria and the subjection of all the SLivs under
one Russian sceptre would be the consequence, thus
making untenable the position of the Teutonic race
in Central Europe. A morally weakened Austria
under the pressure of Russian pan-slavism would
be no longer an ally on whom we could count and
in whom we could have confidence, as we must be
able to have, in view of the ever more menacing
attitude of our easterly and westerly neighbours.
We, therefore, permitted Austria a completely free
hand in her action towards Servia but have not
participated in her preparations.

Austria chose the method of presenting to the
Servian Government a note, in which the direct
connection between the murder at Sarajevo and the
pan-Serb movement, as not only countenanced but
actively supported by the Servian Government, was
explained, and in which a complete cessation of this
agitation, as well as a punishment of the guilty, was
requested. At the same time Austria-Hungary de-
manded as necessary guitrantee for the accomplish-


