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11, 1831 Will

.l,wonumo took passage from
Montreal on  the river steamer
Waterloo fo. Quebec to pay a visit
to Lower Canada. Passengers anc
crew numbered upward of fifty
persons, six of them being women.

The night passed uneventful.
The following day the wenther
turned colder and drift ice filled
the river. ots came aboard off
Dechambault with the information
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that the ice at Cap Rouge had
gone down and left the river clear.
By midnight, they said, they would
arrive at Quebee,

At sundown, while still thirty
miles above the city, they came
dangerously near a great body of
ice, and the pilot judged it prudent
to turn about and anchor In what
was considered a safe place upriver.

The night was cold and clear.
Back on the bunks the world took

i¢ shape in the increas-
ing darkness Beneath, black water
stretched iimitless, giving back the
image of the stars. y eleven the
passengers were all in bed except
Mackenzie, w sat in his czbin
reading. At 1 o'clock, just before
retiring, he lighted a eandle and
went around the vessel and found
all well. There was no appearance
of storm or danger.

An hour laster he was awakened
by passengers pounding on the
cabin door The ice had come down
upon them driving the ship inte
the ice field above Cap Rouge,
where there was great danger.
Persuading them their fears were

to “ter and smilingly asked if she
had no questions he might answer.

“Only one,” she replied.

“And what is that?”

“Why do you shoot your political
prisoners?”

Stalin, as the story is repeat
eaught unawares, remained s
loocked for a moment as if he
might take it in.bad part, then de-
ciding otherwise, smiled again and,
ignoring the ‘guestion - altogether,
ushered his visi* ,rs out. D.W.B,
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groundless, Mackenzie turned over
and went o sleep.

Three hours later the aspect was
:xtremely unfavorable. Nowmu of
aemendous force between twao
rigantic bluc-white ice floes set the
Vaterloo vibrating like a fiddle
string before she rose to the pres-
sure,

Mackenzie jumped into his
clothes and eame on deck. Dawn
was blushing the sky. Ice floes
rushing seaward with race-horse
velocity wedged ice packs through

¥, and carried her over the huge

the channel into corrugated, moun-
tainous upheavals that eracked and
groaned under the pressure, The
din was frightful,

Watching the ice, and taking
advantage of every opportunity,
the river steamer was squeezed
and manceuvred into spaces of
open water until a heavy floe
struck the vessel amidships. At
the impact the Waterloo reeled
and shook, then leaned slightly to-
ward the erowding ice.

For an instant she hung, quiver-
ing with the strain, her ribs and
braces cracking like muskets, then
owly she begar to fill. The pas-
sengers jumped over the rail on to
the ice and stepping from floe to
floe endeavore. to make shore, &
mile distant Captain Perry, Mae-
kenzie and & few others stood on
the ice by the wreck.

As the ship hung perilously en
the ving pack, ackenzie
sought the captain’s advice as to
the chance of his going down
should he return for his clothes
and baggage. Receiving the reply
that he mi. ht dare the venture, he
went on board recovered his wateh
and pocketbook from under the

geizec. his saddle bags,
valise, great-coat and other
clothes, and without hat or boots
jumped overboard and made for
the land.

He was the last to leave. The
tide was ¢ ming upriver and the
water gushed up :_wocﬂx rent and
rotten ice, hindering his progress.
Picking has way from floe to floe,
borne high one moment upon the
shoulder of a4 passing cake, pitched
forward the next on to one less,
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balanced, he kept on over the
fivid debris of eve wming, ever
breaking ice, One floe gave way
under his weight and he was up to
his neck in icy water before he
managed to scramble to one of
surer footing.

He espied a woman, exhausted,
staggering across the ice. Mae-
kenzie rushed to her aid, lifted
her bodily and carried her over the
huge swells, across rocking jee
cakes.

Nearing the shore, an open chan-
nel of water confronted them, The
woman was unable to jump the in-
tervening space, but Mackenzie,
without hesitation, threw himself
across the breach, clinging des-
perately with hands and feet to
two separate units of the pack as
the woman walked to safety.

At 6 a.m. they reached shore at
the village of St. Nich sixteen
miles above Quebec, soaked, wet,
bungry -, J. H. M.
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