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exclusively within the territory. For the moment; however, the German

authorities do not appear to consider the military situation sufficiently serious

to necessitate such concessions, although decrees embodying something of the
kind are said to have been drafted in Berlin last winter, in readiness for an
emergency. According to the latest reports, the aspirations of the Lithuanian
native Administration have been rewarded b the arrest of four of its members,
the closing of all higher educational institutions, and the imprisonment of large
numbers of ** intellectuals.’ The project of a Lithuanian S.8. Legion has been
abandoned, and Lithuanians are being recruited instead for auxiliary engineer

battalions attached to the Wehrmacht.

SCANDINAVIA.

Whatever may be the condition of Norwegian morale generally, there is no
weakness to be found in the ‘‘ paroler’’ or instructions issued in the illegal
ress and otherwise.. These not only insist on strenuous efforts to avoid labour
mobilisation, but point out the importance of boycotting all pests left vacant by
the calling-up of their occupants. No loyal Norwegian, it is urged, should apply
for these. In contrast to earlier instructions, even participation in compulsory
work for purely Norwegian purposes—such as farming and woodcutting—is
deprecated, as it may facilitate the release of other workers for conscription on
behalf of the German war effort. Stern warnings are issued that any failure
to comply with such home front instructions will be remembered later om, to the
detriment of the culprit’s prospects. .

Some underground agencies have gone further, and are reported to have
threatened representatives of the Reichskommissariat with reprisals on a scale
of ten to one for any Norwegians executed. There is reason to believe that in
some cases loyal Norwegians have proceeded from threats to action. According
to Nya Dagligt Allehanda, a number of notorious informers have recently disap-
peared mysteriously, and are being sought in vain by the security police, while
the body of one was recently found in the Akers river, which flows through the
capital.
A lighter touch is provided by the appearance in German military camps
of an appeal, ostensibly from General Falkenhorst, calling on officers and men to .
refrain from deserting to Sweden, while at the same time pointing out that the
Swedish Government would not agree to hand back those who did so. There is
reason to believe that this is an ingenious fabrication by the home front, which,
whether repudiated—as it has been—in German quarters or allowed to pass,
would equally serve to advertise the recent decline in German military morale
and to call attention to the possibilities of desertion. The genuineness of the
document is, however, still widely maintained in Oslo. :

The Germans state officially that they have now abandoned the objectionable
method of utilising the labour conscription for recruitment to the Speer Legion.
This has now been placed, it is said, on a purely voluntary basis. The terms of
the contract have also been modified, and the oath of loyalty to the Fiihrer has been
omitted. The volunteers are stated, as is inherently probable, to be inferior in
quality to those previously obtained by conscription, thou h the conscripts are
also reported to have been efficient in damaging the trucks which they drove.
But the present mood of the occupying Power seems to be conciliatory, as 1n

Denmark. .
The substitution of Colonel Marthinsen for Major-General Moystad as head

of the Norwegian Security Police, from the 10th July, is probably an indication
that the Germans prefer to work through the

of the same kind. It seems to mean ! _ !
Marthinsen is connected, rather than permit

Germanske S.8. Norge, with which 156 | ' 7
the continuance of t%e irresponsible brutalities of the Hird, of which Maystad

was commander.

The Quisling Church Department has now announced, contrary to the
original declaration, that clergy no longer in office may be conscripted for the
labour service, and it is feared that this decision will be put into effect against

the loyal clergy.
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