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By Commercial Cable to the Herald-~ *

|
&l WasHINGTON, May 22%=*{nstructions to the / %
' United States vessels cruising in Behring Sea re- :
| | quire positively the capture or dismantling of all
|| vessel:, American or foreign, caught sealing .
|| in any part of Béhring Sea. In 1888 the same 3
instructions were given, but the Government then ; -
l added secret instructions to the commanders of t :
ships in Behring Sea to make no seizures, but to
|| board and warn sealing vessels that their business :
|| was unlawful. No such secret countermand of i sied
| open instructions has been issued so far. The < % ?
5 British  Minister proposed a modus wvivend: -

. | pending the negotiations by which a -close

season would be estgblj and the British | §°
cruisers would join th n in preventing X
§ sealing during the closé Season. This offer has

been rejecied by Secretary Blaine.

It is understood the British Minister is making
urgent representations that the seizure of British
sealers in open Behring Sea wust make grave
tiouble,

OrrAwa, May 22.—Regret is expressed by
officials here that the modus vivendi tendered the
Government of the United States several weeks
ago has not met with formal acceptance. That

| proposal was believed to cover every reasonable

| wish and interest of the American Government in

| respect of a temporary provisional regulation of

[the seal fishery. It embraced not only a close

|season during the inward and outward move-

: ment of seals, but an effective isolation of the
| islands containing rookeries during the breeding
| season, whereby the slaughter of breeding seals in

| the waters adjacent to ®the islands might be pre- ‘

| vented. It contained also, as I am informed, ‘l

| provisions for co-operative action by the Govern-
1 ments. of the United States and Canada for an

| efficient enforcement of a modus vivendi, Serious
| trouble is likely to arise. The sealing fleet s
| have gone to Behring Sea, wupon the . :

-| understanding that the United States have
!

4 no jurisdiction in  those waters beyonu |f.. B
| the conventionai marine league from the shore, and e
| upon the further understunding that no arrange- ’l
g ’ C AN ¢ | ments have been concluded for restraining sealing
: 5 . .~ | operations beyond the conventional limit. Any SEas i ' : :
] . dismantling of British vessels outside the three- || ° e 2 g ol
i _ wile limit, or the seizure of their log book or bills s PR S A SN OG
. : e . EenEey < | of lading of seal skins will be regarded by the [ Ririiestuiodin: oaid s e s 1 A 2
S _« . " .| Canadian authorities and people as a virtnal act h == " TR R G g R : $S
s | of war against a friendly Power, and will, I am Jhihn Chs B e F e veil
e o || assured, change the whole character of the situa- § % + = SR R IR 3
S A tion, which, up to the last day or two, was con- LR ST e L et S S i e TR ie it
T IS sidered to wear an encouraging and promising A e S e R S SN ey
; 3 | aspect. sl AR s 2 el SR,
w g The Imperial Government has been kept fully ¥, "u" e e e e e TR S Ao
o o e : : % || advised ot the position and prospect of affairs, and R VA e S N e R e L % Ny
# e | 10 doubtis Sntegtained here of its purpose to per- [Pl iE i N TR O T R S et e
: ¥ vt | form its full duty in the protection and vindica- Pt e tilineie E AN e : s
: IS = <. || tion of the rights of Canadian subjects. Still, the [} .
" el i ety * 1 | Canadian authorities profess confidence that the \- : F A ,_ :
- e e o <. | Government of the United States will do all that j 5 A8 T A s e T R e
‘ i ] 'q $ :

Sy : . .~ | circumstances require, and that no unjustifiable s ; HIREN .
e AR Al R " 4 | molestation of vessels will occur. R Ny ! SRSt R St i o e
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