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I now turn to what are, in some resnects, the tvouost
important speeche: which have been delivered during the l.st few
deys, one by Lord Fobcrt Ceeil, and the other by Dr. Nansen.

Both of these gentlemen h.ve names which will always live, I think,
in the history of the Leugue of Nations. Both of them have taken
a part in the inception of this great Tociety, or in the coniuet of
its first meetinsgs, and its f;gst years of activity, of the mosd.
distinguished kind, &&& nhicﬂjﬁdded lustre, I think, even to a
meeting like this. They have adopted a tone of most sympathetic
consideration for the deliberations of the Council, but they h_ave
quite properly, and quite richtly, introduced in & manner of which
I am the very last to complain, certain comments ond criticisms
on which I thi &k it would be desirable that &ome lMember of the
Council at all events, should say a few words, It is vight that
criticisms should pe passed upon the Council by the assembly if
occesion seems to recquire it . It is perfectly true that in many
of its functions the Council is ow irdependent of the Assembly as
the issembly is of the Council, but it is an essential pars of our
organisation that there should be free speech and free COmment?%f
both these great organs of the League, and us lony as that free
which~“has animatsad
speech ..nd free comment is carried on in the spirit/&ﬁn&X&Exxgx
Lord Robert Ceeil and Dr. Nansen, I am sure no lember of the Qouncil
will ever have cause of complaint. I£ I devote myself simply to
the/criticisms they have made, I hope they will not think I regard
thdse as the most important parts of their sv»eeches, but I do nst

not
deul with the other parts/becasuse I do not agree with them, but

becguse I think the sentiments expressed througiout all they have
t

said could not certainly be improved uvon, either in themsalves or
in the wethod of givin: expression to them.

' How, gentlemen, the ofiticisms ure naturally of two kinds,
oritiecisms with regard to what we have done, or are doing, and
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