
February 14th, “947.

The Deputy Minister of Justice,

With this view he was Inclined to agree although he doubt that his

principals would consider calling at the present time.

When Mr. Hannah stated that he was not prepared to make

an offer either for the outright sale or lease of the surface but 13vited

as to do so, Iwagestad that a 30 or 40 year lease on the basis of demurred
what Crawford bad been poylng, humly t100.00 per year. Mr. Hann,

and said that he would not reooemand this and that the arrangement with

Crawford in previous years had been based on personal friendahip as between

thea and had not been the result of any burgain. Crawford had been alloved

the use of the land in by-gone years when times were difficult and there

was little or no prospect of leading the property to anyons else.

As previously reported in ny letter of August 1st, 1946,

Hunnah referred to Novers reccandation that the rental b» 50s per acre

per ywar but I took the position that according to my information the

naxiaun which the Departuent had over paid for good grasing land wa

25/4 per aare par year, and this Mitford aereage could not according to

my information b» considered first class grasing land with which opinion

Heunah was inclined to agree.

As a result of my discussion, I believe that Hannah

would recommend a long term lesse at 25/c per acre per year for 30 or 40

years. From the Departuant's atandpoint, It seems to me that if it
is possible to require this aorsage by purchase rather than by lease, it

would be desirable so to do because there would then be no privately

onned land btween the how River and the aar aage acquired from Coppook
and Crawford and I believe it is regarded as desirable from the administration

standpoint to Isolate the Indian lands from others as much as possible.

There is another consideration which should influence

the Departuant to which I made reference in my letter of April 4th,anc

namely the C.P.S. [xar track and the leading pons from which in the

ordinary course of evente the cattle are shipped and freight brought in

to the ranch, are located on the Mitford lands and It is ny understanding

that if this sereage is not acquired there is no way of ensuing to the

ranch acces* to those leading pens etc. which I believe are at s¬

adjunct to the operation. This is something to which the Department will

want to give sartous oonsidiretion and refer to * ofatour saap of the arra.

In discussing the matter with Nr. Gooderham he agree* that

If possible it would be a good thing for the Department to acquire this

ioreage and if it oould b» bought for abproximately $10.00 per aor* the

lovarnuent would bo voll advised to buy it. Feiling that he would be

repared to recommend a 10 or 40 year lease at 25/8 per acre, feeling as he

toes that it is deatrable to enaur* acoss* to and the us* of the leading

jena etc, which now belong to the Departuant, having been purchased from

Coprock and Grawford.
The result of my negotiations and discussion may be briefly

 Janvier and the

Mr. Hannah has submitted no offer as the basis of a
1. jese or for the sale of the surface right.
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