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School is filled with morestrangers 
than one could ever meet.

You find that you float on a sea 
of unintroduced acquaintances. 
People you keep seeing over and 
over again. People you get a 
registered "click" from every time 
you see them.

Most often you will float over 
that sea of familiar strangers, past 
those casual encounters, insulated 
by your routine. Those familiar 
strangers will remain people you 
recognize but don’t know.

There is no categorizing this 
fraction of your life. It depends on 
who you are and who they are; on 
what attracts or repels you; on the 
circumstances in which you came 
to notice and recognize each of 
those strangers.

But every once in a while you 
find yourself face to face with one 
of those familiar strangers. You 
two are the only people waiting for 
the same bus. Or opening the same 
door to wait in the same room for 
the same reason. Or crossing paths 
in some strange territory.

WHO says hi?
Who says it, and all its attendant 

messages? Who crosses the bridge 
first? Which of these two people, 
yourself or the other, feels 
whatever it takes to move across 
that bridge, and nod, and say hi?

Beware of that nod, it’s a killer. 
Beware of letting your guard down 
long enough to be taken by 
surprise. For what happens next? 
Do you nod in the hallways the 
next time you pass, or pretend you 
don’t notice? Do you nod in the 
hallways , but never converse? Do 
you converse but never talk? Do 
you talk, and exchange phone 
numbers, and invitations, and 
addresses, and visits and become 
close good friends? Do you fall in 
love? Do you fuck?

Who says hi? Sometimes I do. 
Sometimes you do. Sometimes we 
never do.

in your life, then you are naturally 
going to try to meet those needs 
amdng the strangers and familiar 
strangers you float over each day.

As school starts, there are those 
two or so weeks of flurry and 
excitement, and sorting things out» 
until the routine asserts itself. Then 
the boundaries and pressures 
become sharply defined—any 
changes are subtly negotiated.

For the first few days after the 
Christmas holidays, the same sort 
of hysteria occurs, but quickly 
fades. You and others are teljing 
yourselves that it’s half over, and 
nothing has happened yet. If you 
are aware enough, you can notice 
some longer held glances, some 
more direct looks.

But wait until after Reading 
Week. After Reading Week, the 
end of school is imminent. If IT— 
having a dream fuck, falling in 
love, having your life completely 
changed or cemented on course— 
hasn't happened yet, then IT isn’t 
going to happen unlessIThappens 
right NOW! The looks become 
hungrier, harder, and more 
demanding until the last day of 
school, and you’re back home and 
starting a job, or travelling or 
whatever—building up a different 
set of familiar strangers.

Who says hi?
Sometimes I would say the first 

hi, but I’m too tired or too stoned, 
or too scared of rejection to risk it. 
Once I said hi all the time and I still 
wonder at my naivety.

Nobody gives lessons on when 
to say hi, or how long to wait, or 
what to wait for. Nobody even lets 
you know that it’s a decision you 
will face. It’s an unspoken lie from 
one of the great myths of 
adolesence: Life will gel easier as 
you gel older. It doesn’t. It 
becomes more of the same. Some 
people handle decisions easily, 
some don’t.
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• RS-33 Receiver with Built-In Equalizer 
Super “A” Amplifier — 80 watts RMS — 
THD of less than .007%

• LA-55 Turntable — Direct Drive — Pitch 
Control

• Audiosphere 3-way speakers — Handles 
60 watts

• AS-3 Amplifier1^
• BSR Turntable
• Audiologic 2-way speakers 
M.S.L. or 
LESS $528.00

M.S.L or 
LESS $1050.00
6 MONTHS
NO INTEREST SALE$29995 $74995A SALE

0 HITACHI
(THE PREFERRED SEPARATES)
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PACKAGE

0 HITACHI Once, I asked someone, “How 
do you make love happen?” After 

Sometimes I would say the first some thought, my friend replied 
hi, but I’m too tired or too stoned, “Show genuine interest in the 
or too scared of rejection to risk it. people you see daily.” That 
Once I said hi all the time and I still remains the best advice I’ve had on 
wonder at my naivety. the subject. The strangers will

And sometimes... always be there. Things go well, or
Yes sometimes. For everything end badly, and life goes on. Don’t 

must happen to somebody sweat it. 
sometime, or we couldn’t dream 
or dread it happening in our own 
life.
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mar Free Speech is a comment article 
granted to members of the York 
Community after ratification by 
staff vote. The opinions in it are 
the author’s and do not reflect the 
options of Excalibur or its 
advertisers.

There is no denying that you will 
be attracted to some of those 
people out there. If the needs of 
human comfort aren’t being met

• Hitachi HA 4700— Linear Amp — Total 
100 watts RMS

• Hitachi FT 4000 Tuner
• Hitachi HT 324 Turntable
• Hitachi D-33 Metal Cassette Deck
• Audiosphere 3-way speaker system
M.S.L. or 
LESS $1560.00
6 MONTHS _
NO INTEREST SALE

• Hitachi Receiver SR 4010 50 watts RMS
• Hitachi Belt Drive Turntable HT 324
• Hitachi D22 Cassette Deck
• Audiologic 2-way Speaker System 
M.S.L. or
LESS $988.00

D

Dinner in honour 
of Tu B’shevat$58895 $99995

SALEB

J VC SUPER SYSTEM • AX 5 Integrated Amp — 140 watts RMS 
— Super 'A' Circuitry — Less than 
005% THD

• TX S Tuner (Matching)
• QL A5 Turntable — Direct Drive — 

Includes Shure 95 HE Cart. (M S.L. 
$146.00)

• SK 1000 Speakers

M.S.L. or 
LESS $1956.00

(New Year for the Trees)
EUs Featuring: famous humourist

ALLAN GOULDLL "rsrtrt M395956 MONTHS NO INTEREST SALE who will speak on Lenny Bruce

Friday Jan. 23/81 
6 p.m. Beth Emeth Synagogue 
100 Elder
Tickets: $5/person

Sponsored by: Jewish Student Federation 
and Beth Emeth Young Adults

For information 
667-3647

STEREO STUDIOFREE SET UP 
& DELIVERY

VISA OR 
M CHARGE
BY PHONE
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MONTHLY
PAYMENTS489 1 YONGE ST. One Block North of Sheppard

Mon Thurs . Fri 10 00 am 9 pm 
Tues . Wed 10 30 am 9 pm 
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226-6592
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