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M R. WILLISON as been renewig his outh byshying a few bricks at the Senate. That was
one of his favourite boyîsh occupations, as those

will remçrnber who got to know him flrst as the prose-
poet of "the hired man" and the jester-in-chief to the
Libieral Opposition at Ottawa. When h. flrst went downi
to the Capitall, hie could neyer visit the Senate without
laughing riglit out in dhijrdh; and lie persuaded even the
serilons "Globe" to let hlm tell the joke in its colurans.
H-e flnally got the people laughîngr at thÎs Homé for. Po-
litîcal Incurables, and lad nýot aý littie to do with the
education of the L4 iberal party on the subject whidh re-
sulted in the adoption of the 'Ireform the Senate" plank
in the Ottawa platforrn. A~s lie grew older himself, how-
ever, he seenxied to gain soeule respect for the Old Man's
Home; and thiere were those who faucied titat le muglit
at last corne to the conclusion that there was, more than
li joke to be got ont of the Upper flouse. But -rurnour
lias it that lie put the proffered "lotus" froni him a few
years ago, and chose rather the arduous and exciting
path of independent journalismn; and now, at ail events,
lie is trying his aim once more at the rusty Plug Hiat of

It is flot at all likely however that Mr. Willison wil
dislodge the Senate. Thte puhiticians are too fond of
their flouse of Refuge. When politicians, as politicians,
like a thing, it bears a charmied Mef. Let thc men oAn
both sidfes of the ilouse of Communs agree in dcsirîig
anythîig under the sun---evcn if it be under the world
also, to uise ai classic flgure-anid thc chances are a mil-
lion to ot that thuy will get it and keep it. Trhe veuple
are a poujr thing wheni weighied( against the unitcd poli-
ticiains. They are, like a mnan who shold try and lift up
flth masuring rod of a pair of scales by standing uapon
plaitforti-aiftter the coninection between the twu had been
broken. Mur dual party systemn is construicted on the
principle of a pair ofl scales. Thie one party balances the
othcr ; and the pruple decide whidhi shal b.e upperxuiost.
Buit if the sc;iles are broken, as they are in effect when
the twu pa;rties refuse to balance eadch othier, tIen the
peuple (-an pile uipon the weighing platformr as unani-
mously as tley like, but they will flot stir the rneasirinig
rod.

Vi'e politicianis oni both sides of politica love the
Senate. They (Io niot sue how tlecy cati keep house with-
out it. Lt is the unly "rotteni borough" they have left,
It is the onfly "sale( conistituiency.", liven East Toronto
has been known to turn down thc Tory candidate, and
Oxford lias; rejected a Grit. Butt the piarty in power can
always elect its candidate to the Senate. 'fic party out
of power does flot thinik of ruinning one, but it waits pa-
tiently unitil its tamri in power cornes, and tIen it will
begin to manuiiifactuire Senators. The people may rejcct a
tool (À the Govemnnment but it lias nu necçd to worry-the
Gcwemnmtent will puit himn ini the Trool Ilouise. A rich
mnan mnay want to buy l is way into Parliamnt, but
mlay fear that the law wiil catch him il he tries to ac-
comiplial lis purpose by buying votes. Stili lie need
flot despair. A few good suliscriptions to the party
funda ; and lie joins thI Millionaire Clubt. A leader IaZs
supilerfliouis un the, Provincial stage. Ile is carried by a
forin of political eluthaliaiiiý; to the Vatulted Chamber. A
faithfull partv servant iin the Couons clamnours for pro-
mlotioni. ]le lacks the training to be made a judge ; lie
i flot fit to lie Lieuiteniant-Governor anywhere ; h.e dis-
likes work too) muich to take a custornls' coilectorshi>. Su
hie is, translated] to thu Senate. It is tl ' escape pipe 01
thre political hoiler ; anid tht people night as weflmrake
upl their mninds to pay for it îmntil the end of tine

Stili thert- onglit to lie somre way by which the people
cuuld renider effective the agreemienit they feel for many,
Ut the suggestions of jnst suich mien as Mdr. Wfllison. Mr.
Willjson does flot care two straws for either party, se fair
as 1 eut able to judge. Coxsequently lie ie ini a position

te give good advice on matters in which party bias af-
fects the vision of niost of us. And there are other men
in whose clear vision a lot of the people believe, without
being able to take advantage of it i any practical way.
Mr. Ross, of the Ottawa Journal, may nlot be so free
from party feeling as Mr. Willison, but most of us would
rather see him in Parliarnent than any haîf-dozen or-
dinary members who might bie mentioned. More inde-.
pendent journalists in- public life woiûld bie good for the
country. There are no better men in the Ontario Legis-
lature than George Graham of the iBrockille Recorder
and Hugli Clarke of the Kiincardine Review. Both of
these latter are noted for the original and practically ini-
dependent view they take'of public questions, though of
necessity, Mr. Grahamn has been somnewhat restrained of
late by the shackles of office. A Parliament of Journal-
ists would go farther toward giving the people what they
want than ten Parliaments of politicians. They have te
give the people what they want in their papiers, or they
wil run out of cord-wood before the winter is hall over.

I would like to see a political organisation started in
this country wjth a few road-breakers in it. I would
noininate' J. S. Willison for english leader, and Henri
Bourassa for Frenchi leader. P. D. Ross would lie mny
candidate in Ottawa; "Billy" Maclean would be given
the position of "scout" ; John Ross Robertson would bie
implored to corne out and redeem East Toronto; J. A.
Macdonald would he taken on probation if hie would
"1corne out frorn arnong them" ; lion., Adamn Beck would
bie kidnapped if we could nlot get hlm in any other way;
Hugh Clarke and George Graham would be recruited
from the Legislature ; and every Canadian Club would
bie empowered to nominate-and elect-one nemher. Sucll
a party would cure the Sleeping Sickness which has fal-
leu on the two Ottawa organisations within twenty-four
hours.

A Norse-Shoe for Luclk
<A N odd customi of great antiquit still'prevails in

the town, of Oakhain, in Rutandshire. Every
peer of the reahu passîng near the castle, which

was bitlt by Walkelin de Ferrers, is expected to deliver
a shoe froni the foot of one of his horses or to pay a
fine in default. The fine usually takes the forin of an
ornemnental horseshoe, often surmounted by the coronet
of the peer presentIng it., The total number of shoes at
present in possession of the local authorities is threc
hundrcd, and among the xnost valued are those pre-
scnted by Queen Elizabeth, King George IV., Queni
Victoria, and Queen Alexandra.

WHEN HE RETURNS
An Atter Dinner Joke.

(Zanaaa'sPremier h; being dined to the. hit, and Our Cartoonlat
ha niay look>j Ijk. tht, itjxe rOmains tOO IU ion l oI»don.


