
CANSADIAN COURIER.

More Shocka for Democracy.LAST week I pointed out that the Honourable
Adam Beck 'was abandoning bis f aitb in de-
mocracy and was declaring in, favour of muni-

cipal government by commission. Itý was a sad
story, but iît is notbing to the story wbicb 1 bave
to relate this week. If there is one paper in Canada
whicb bas eulogized DEMOCRACY, in season and
ont of season, wbenever occasion, demanded it and
wbenever it did not demand it, when democracy
was rigbt and when democracy was wrong, that
paper was the Toronto Evening Telegram. It bas
always been the greatest defender of that wonderful
modemn doctrine that tbe People are, right even
wben they are wîrong.

Many years- ago somneone defined Demnocracy as
the sacred right of the people to govern tbemnselves
wrongly. The editor of the Toronto Evening Tele-
gram read that definition eariy in life and hie has
neyer forgotten it. Every public man who de-
nounced the corporations and capitalistic greed was
a hero to the editor ofthis most successful of On-
tario's newspapers. ,So well bas bie succeeded in
bis advocacy of tbe absolute rigbts of demiocracy
that no person in Ontario is inciined to invest a
dollar in any publiè service corporation which migbt
possibly come under provincial or municipal envy
and control.

Yet last week the people of Toronto were startled
by two editorials in tbe Telegram which looked to,
be tbe beginning of a recantation. In the first of
these the editor writes, "If the influences tbat dic-
tated the defeat of Thomnas Hogg .yesterday are to,
dictate, the choice of heads for the Waterworks De-
partment, the Electric Departmnent, the Street Rail-
way Department, and other great branches of the
public service, the city's experiments in public
ownership van end in nothing but disaster.". Then
he adds plaintively, "Toronto will have to get rid
of the aldermen or the aldermen will get rid of
public ownersbip."

On the following day there appeared anotber edi-
tonial from the samne pen again larnenting that the
great principle of public ownership was subject to
the vagaries of deniocracy. He intirnates that the
elected representatives of the people are poor,
miserable beings wbo bave neither sense nom know-
ledge nor reason. Hle concludes, "The performance
of the 1912 City Counicil is a final warning to To-
ronto tbat public ownership canrnot be made to
come unless the Jfdermen are muade to go."

The Beat and the Wiaeat.

S TRANGELY enough, the editor of the Toronto
Evening Telegram is not alone in bis belief
in the failure of democracy, especially in the

realru of municipal government. AIl over the con-
tinpnt there is a tendencv to do away with the

commission may be'elected for a termi of years or
appointed for a definite period of time. It may be
subject to the direct vote of the people or subject
tothe- legisiative control of an elective council. The
practice varies in different- communities. But in
every place there is but one aim, to get away from
government by the mob and to get, back to govern-
ment by the best and the wisest.

Coal Strikea- and Democracy.D." EMOCRACY'S failure to usher in the millen-Sn'mm is amply shown in these days of indus-
trial unrest. The million coal miners in

Great Britain ýand a hundred mine owners have
paralyzed industry and commerce, caused a greater
loss of wealtb than did the French Revolution, and
have brought considerable suffering and privation
into tbousands upon tbousands of homes. This
situation led the London Chronicle, a Liberal news-
paper, to comment upon the attitude of labour wbicb
it summed up in the phrase, "I decline to discuss; 1
command," It states that this has been the motto
of tyrants for over eighteen hundred years, and is
now the motto of the miners' unions.

Here are a million men for wbom much has been
donc in recelnt years. Tbey were given iold age
pensions. Tbey were provided witb State insurance
against sickness and unemployment. Tbey have
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sbared in the general progress of the conditions c
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garded now. Yet surely the greater sins are
well recognized to-day as they ever were.

Is there a possible explanation for the preacher
lament in the attitude of the Church toward wealtf
May it flot be that the Cburch bas yielded to fasbîc
and the money-bags to sucb an extent that it b;
set a lighter value on certain kinds of sin? HONi
ever, the subject is too big for a xnere "reflection
and I leave it to the consideration of the mu
tbougbtful and more patient readers of this page.

Manitoba Bearing Up Manfully.

M AITOBA had a provincial surplus last ye
of half a million dollars. Next year it w
have an increased subsidy f rom the D

minion and an instalmefit of "back pay" amountii
to over one million dollars. Thus tbe Postag
stamp-province-that-was sbould be rolling in d(
lars. The Roblin Governiment will be bard put to,
to devise means for- using ail this money adva
tageously.

0f course, sucb pîrosperîty could not be expeet
to occur witbout comment from those less adva
tageously situated. .The Halifax Chronicle, folio
ing the lead of some of the Opposition critics in t
House of Commons, compares Manitoba and No
Scotia in this respect. The conclusion it reacil
is that Manitoba is being favoured above t
Eastern provinces by the Dominion Governmenit

The Winnipeg Telegram replies that the LE
minion subsidy last year was only about $200,C
more for Manitoba than for Nova Scotia, and tl.
dissolves the argument that the Dominion Govei
ment's generosity bas created Manitoba surpl
It adds that Manitoba bas no mines or crown lar
to draw upon as Nova' Scotia bas, and therefc
the surplus is ail the more creditable to the west(
province.

Apparently,- the trutb is that Manitoba colle
more revenue from, railways, corporations, succ
sion duties, lands title offices and sücb -sources tln
does Nova Scotia. The profits of business in 1
West are on a " new country" basis and hence ti
will stand a rate of taxation which the "old counti
basis in tbe East wilI not bear.

Tbe Manitoba people are bearing up mnanft
under ail this criticism and slyly figuring out h
much the advertisement is wortb. T bat the wo
sbould declare that, province well-mnanaged
wealtby is a sweet morsel which roîls welI uni
the Manitoba tongue.

The Rigg.at Weicomne League.CAN ADA to-day needs to be organized into
~large welcome. league. Every day hundi
of new citizens are arriving and somne

sbould extend -toý each-the ight- band of 'fellows
The duty lays upon every one of us and not al

-upon railway officiaIs and immigration offic
Will you join the League, and take tie first opN

f tunity to welcomne some new-comer and do wbat
ie cari to, help biru get Iocated favoumably?
[y Doyvn in New Brunswick, the other day, I
f discussing immigration with several people, and

told me the samne story. "Wbenever a New Bni
re wicker gets a chance, he fleeces an immigrant,"
er one mani. 0f course, thXe char ge is too sweep
se but nevertbeless I heard several meliable storie.ý
's bow local politicians and government officiais
ne stood in together to sell worthless land at 1
cy prices to unsuspecting Bnglish immigrants.
n- New Brunswick Government, being so largely
r- cerned with local politics and petty patronage,

neyer taken steps to keep its new arrivais oui
the clutches of political leeches. As a consequi
many mein wlo might bave become good J

Pn~L-1ninv Ar li-ff fle Prnvinree in ei.lsgntf


