
CANADIAN COURIER.

SYNOP>SIS o0F EIIG 0HAPTERS.

EMBILSN, gedtwentY-fve, of rdwell Court, Sus-

ley. He le suminoned to Londoni by a letter from Denise
.&lstofl, a wl<tow, whom he had loved and who stil loveg hilm.
Es telle lier of his engagement. Slip says that she wil not
give in up, and she shows hm a letter whlcil greatiy wor-
ries him. Soon after his return, hie hom1e huma8 ttowi, ad
hie fatber's body-the iiead mssing-is found ln the rmine.AS a natural consequence ai thie overnight

agitation the bousehold wvas somewhat late
astir the next marnîng. There was no ane
about when Dick Embersan, a little befare

six, emerged iroin bis romi and crept noiselessly
dawni the broad oak staircase. His anxiety ta avoid
waking the ladies would accaûnt no doubt far a
certain stealtbiness in bis step, and for the uneasy
looks be cast back over bis shoulder, and yet bis
niovements, bis rnanner, suggested aimast a sense
.of guilt. He drewv back the heavy boîts ai the
front door, unlacked and opened it, and made bis
way swiitly, like a man with a purpose, towards
ýwhat was leit ai bis father's botise. Hie bad 'hot
seen it since Lnid had taken hum by the handi and
led him, weak and unresisting, fs>omu the scene af
the catastrophe, al-d be stoad noaw for .a iew
minutes gravely examnining tbe extent ai the devas-
tation: tbe framework ai the building was still
almost intact, although tbe wbole of the interior
oi the first and second floors had callapsed into the
iraams below. T'he front ai the bouse had suffered
mast; the fire had evidently comnienced in1 Mr.
Emberson's bedroom, the side walls being anily
scarcbed and discoloured. The aid Hall appeared
from the front ta be holding Up appealing arins ta
beaven in pratest against tbe calamity whicb had
befallen it; and the blackened and empty window-
apenings ai the upper rooms loaked like eyes that
hbd wept theriselves blind.

It would bave been a pitîful sight enougb ta an
aitter stranger; haw muicl mare so mnust it have been
then t one who hiad called it home andi been proud
ai the associations clinging ta it; yet Dick Ember-
.son o'azed at the ruins apparently unmoved. True,

DUEi mem
-no mist
-they w(
,-ske a

mass ai housebold belangings. An indifferent
persan would prabably bave smlled, at sigbt ai saine
af the abjects which had been carefully saved, wbilst

others, really valuable, bad been leit ta the flames;
but, intent upon his purpase, the young man was, as

blind ta the ludicrous as ta tbe patbetic. It was a

,uood haîf-bour before, peering, pusbing, lifting, lie

caught sight ai one af tbe abjects ai his searcb.
Yes, there was tbat bulky iron saf e in which he had

aiten seen his i atber place deeds and papers; it

beld its secrets grimly intact, tbey wýere safe enough
for the present even f ram bis bands; still, it would

be wiser for bim ta beg the Colonel ta allaw it ta
be braugbt up ta bis hause with as littie delay as

possible, lest by chance somnle ferreting amangst
the ruins shouild find the key. If the latter neyer
came ta light the saf e would bave ta, be broken
open in bis, Dick's, presence.

Thus refiecting, bie macle bis wNay again round ta

the front. Once mare he gazed along and inteutly
at the blackened walls ta wbich the giant ivy sterns

still clung tenaciausly. It bad covered witb its

waving green mantde twa sies of the hause, and
bad been the pride ai several generatians. Now its

glary was sbarn from it; but its gnarled and knotted

branches, tbaugb scarched and blackened, still

clasped the aid walls tightly in their emibrace, as if

determined that even death should not sever thein.

It will be rememnbered that it was by clamber-
ing clown the ivy that Dick bad succeeded in
escaping f rom the burning building. Hie seemed
naw ta be meiasuring with his eyes the distance

between one ai the main stemns, tbîck as a man's

wrist, and the opening wbich had been bis iather's
window; it passed clos 'e enaugb ta enable any active

man ta baul hiniseli thraugb the gap. Wýhatever
the doubt was in his mind, for a moment it seemed

as if he would be mad enotigh ta try and set it at

rest by attempting the ascent; then, with a stifled
gran, be turned bis bead and loaked abaut search-

in gly in aIl directions. Hie found what he wanted
i the shape ai a -long iran pôle, with a baak at the

end, which the men had used ta disladge samk

tottering and unsaf e partions ai the building.

Thrusting bis implement between the ivy and tbe

wall, lie wrenched and pulled with a savage fury

till lie succeeded in bringing ta the graund the long

branches wbich had been trained aver the f ront.

They fell sideways witb a thud, and as they did sa

somethitig sniall and glittering escaped frain tbem

and felI a.yard or sa mare iorward. Whatever it

was, it buried itself ini f alling; but Dick's quick eyes

bad mnarked the spot, and in a f ew minutes, raking
witb bis bands amongst the debris, hie had succeeded

in bringing it ta liglit. It was a sleeve link of saine

yellow metal. At firs't, dirty and stained as îit was,

it laalked an abject ai little enough value; but wben

be bad riibbed and clearised it witb bis bandkercbief,
he discovered that the twa sies ai the link were

oblong shields ai beaten gold witb a raised initial
;n iip rentre ai eacb. The letters were "A. K."

would swiftly take that downward course with which
it has sa long been threatened.

Mrs. Anerley poured out his tea,. and as she
handed it to him, asked-

"What made you go out so early? 1 hoped you
were resting, and*sent the maid up with your break-
fast; but she came down. and reported that your
room was empty."

"I got sa weary of tossing about that I dressed
and went out," hie said, "to-to look at the old
place."

"It was very wrang of you ta go there by your-

self, Dick," murmured Enid, reproachfully. "You
might know how' it would upset yau. 1 shall ask

Dr. Arnold ta give yvon a sleeping draught to-night;
we ought to have thaught of it yesterday. Now,
eat this, dear; do, to please me"

Thus abjured,' Dick did his best, though ahl food

seemed ta stick in his throat and threaten ta choke

him . It was curiaus, but hie made no0 mention af

the abject hie had i ound that mariiing, and wbich

wvas at present lying saiely concealed in his waist-

coat pocket, although he might have known the

matter would have heen of interest ta the twa ladies;
neither did, he mention it ta the Colonel when, a

f ew minutes later, having finished bais meal, or

rather having succeeded in escaping fromn the tender

ministratians with which bie was beset, hie joined

the latter. Hie asked him înstead about the possi-

bility ai his father's writing-table and sale being

brought up ta the bouse.
"Certainly, my boy," was the somewbat surprised

rejoinder. "I will give ordýers about it at once.

I expect samne ai tbe keys tbey have faund belong
ta tbem.",

"Keys!1 Wbat keys? 1 did flot know any hiad

been f ound," replied the other, sharply.
"Nor 1, till this marning. My mani told me.

expect Pollard was his authority. 1 tbink the latter

was rather confused at your reception ai his report

last .nigbt, and sa forgot ta mention it ta u1s. It

s een-i tbe blade ai a packet-kniie, a buncb oi keys

an a .ring, and one single one were fauind close ta

yaur poor fatber's body."
hywere they not brougbt up bere ?" asked

Dick, angrily; "they sbould bave been given into

myv bands at once"

C OLONIiL ANERLEY glanced up aver bis gold*

spectacles in niild surprise at this fresh proal

ai bis youing friend's irritability about trifles.
"Naýý doubt they will send thein up if you wisb, it,'

be said, soatbingly.
'el do wisb it," was the quick reply. "I don"

choose My father's private papers ta be at th(

mlercy ai strangers !"

"There is no0 fear af tbat, my dear boy; the key!

are saf e enough at tbe police station. As a matte,,

of f act, 1 don't suppose tbey wshil be ai much use t(

Yeu or anyane else; bent and warped as they mus

be-tbey are far more likely ta bamper locks thai

open tbem."
"That bad not occurrefd ta me," replied N)c<

thoughtfully; "the safe then will bave ta be brokei
open."

The Colonel's brows knit together witb a suiddei

frown, as if the rernark wbich bad fallen, haîf

meditatively, half-questiiigly, froni bis cani

paiaon's lips, was eminently distasteful ta hum. L'

trutb, it bath jarred upon his finer feelings an

puzzled him. There are sarie heirs in wbam a kee

anxiety about the extent oi tbeir heritage waul

seem natural, if a littie revalting; but Dick wa

nat one ai tbese: lie bad hitberta sbawn bimsel

free fram al] merceilary calculatians; it wa

singularly unlike himn to be curiaus about tbe vait

ables bis dead father bad lef t bebind. But, altbaug -,.- t... -,~- nf th, nider man's reflectian
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