
CANADIAN COURIER.

Ca n-ad a"s
MEMORABLE parliaments there have been

from time to time in this self -goyerning
portion of the British Empire; none, s0
memorabie and eloquent In the making of

hlstory as that whlch assembled on Tuesday,
August 18th, 1914.

When the Parliament of the province o! Canada
met to discuse the Confedération resolutions the
inembers muet have feit that they were approaching
a grave national criais. The speeches made durlng
the debats exhibit a feeling that danger was la the
air and that tho future o! the scattered British North
American colonies depended upon unity of spirit and
~unity o! military defence. There was a possibility
at that Urne that the Trent affair might lead to war
between the United States and Great Britain.

,Alter Vhe Queen's proclamation o! Confédération,
on July lot, 1867, the flrst parliament of the Dominion
«! Canada met at Ottawa In much the same spirit.
On that occasion there was a deep sense o! new
responaibllty assumed and o! new problems to be
solved.' But over no parliament since that date has
a war eloud hung. The Parliamnent o! 1901 bail te
deal with questions and measures. raised by the send-
ing of Canadian troops te the Southi African war
In the eloslng monthe of the previous year. Yet ne
one felt that Canada was at war.

Thie special session of the Canadien Parliament
last week was Canada's first war Parliamenit since
Sir Isaac Brock called togethor the membors of the
Legislative Âssembly o! 'Upper Caiada In the early
days of 1812. As the bour o! three o'clock ef last
Tuesday (lSth) approached, a stroug cordon o!
Dominion police was thrown around the half-century-
old building whlch Crowns Parliamont M111. Only
members o! the House and' the Sonate, newapaper
mnen and visitors with spécial carde were allowed to
approach wlthtn flfty yards of the building. The
editor of the Canadian Courier, In the company o!
an Ottawa newapaper proprietor, saunterod up the
main avenue to the top o! the steps leading to the
unper terrace; but there they stayed. The sergeant
of police was polito, but flrm. Il the gentlemen hadl
their press~ certificates wlth thein they conld ps,
otberwise they muet romain with the crowd e! coin-
mon people. Fortunately, a well-known Hangard re-
porter came along opiportunoly and relieved the situa-
tion. At the main entrance three more Doinion
police barred the way.

A !ew minutes later n clatter of hoofs was hoard
and His Royal High-nee the Duko of Connaught,
Governor-General of Canada, arrlvedl te open the firet
war Parliamexit o! one hundred years. Ho paeeed
through the main outrance, Into the Senate Chaniber.
Very shortly the Usher of the Black Rod
tapped on the door of the Commons Chamber and
Informed the walting commonora that the Gevernor-
General deeired their presence lu the Red Chambor.
The members rose and followed the Sergeaut-at-
Àrms through the corridors Vo the other building.

Thero were just enough differences betweon this

a cene and Its predecessors te make it remarkable
aud worthy of remembrance. The somewlat gor-
geous throns was3 occupied by a gentleman Iu khakl.
There was ne gorgeous robe, and ne sIlken breeches.
The Govornor'e uniforin was that of a British officor
ready to march te the field o! action. The Aides

-who stood about were Iu similar uniforin. Only the
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Duchess, Princess ýPatricIa and their ladiesWii-waiting
represented the customary throng of fair ladies.

Thon camne the reading of the speech from the
th-rone, a speech saleinn and full o! portent.

The Commons, returned to theïr chamber. After
some routine business the H1ouse adjourned.

N EXT day business was resumed In earnest. TIaddress In reply to the speech !rem t
throne was moved and seconded In two ca

!ully-prepared addresses by two private membe
Then followed the most important utterances ei
delivered In the H1ouse. The one by Sir Wilf
Laurier, leader o! the Op)position, and the other
Sir Robert Borden, the Premier. It was to hi
these two, speeches that two hundred and twen
one members o! the House o! Gommons had co:
frein the const.ituencies. which stretch from Sydi
on the enet to Victoria on Vhs west. It was ti
two speeches which a whole nation awaited.
them was to be summed Up the attitude of au unil
people a.nxious for the lntegrity, the glory, and 1
happinesa e! the far-flung Empire of whlcli Caiu
is a part. It was noV se, much Cnnada!s answer
the Emperer o! Germaipy as Canada's answer to
blood-call e! the monarch and parliament of the B
ish Empire.

According to establlshed usage, the leader of
Opposition spoke firat. The general cheera wh
greeted bis rising iudicated that both sides kIJ
what hMs attitude would be. "IIt le our duty," lie lu
"more pressing upon us than any other duty, te
Great BrItain know, to let the friends and the f
o! Great Britain know, that there Io In Canada
one mmnd and one heart' That was his mEesage,
same message as wus brougbt to the British Ho
o! Gommons when Bonar Law and John Redmi
heard that Great Britain liid sentý an ultimatum
Germany a fortnight previously. That was the n
sage Sir Wilfrid Laurier gave the people o! Can
-Sir Wilfrid, who has been dubbed an "anti-
perialiat," who has beeu many times teri
"traiter," who bas mauy times been called "dlsloy
It revealed the hollownese of! much that men
wont te defend under the naine C, "politica,"
moanness o! much that la preached In the naME
'patriotlsm."l

He declared that ai Canadians are "«conselous
proud"~ that the mother country did not engage
this war because of any s&lfsh motive or any 1
pose o! aggrandizemeut, but, te maintain untarnis
Vhs honour o! ber naine, the fulfilîmeut of
treaties, the obligations Vo ber allies, and «ýte a
civilization froin the unbrldled luat o! conquest
power." Ho declared hie belief that the Allies vy
flgbting for !reedom against oppression, for
mocracy againet autocracy, for civllizatlon aga
barbarism.

Thon came Sir Robert Borden, who, as Prexz
has borne the brunt of the strange turu
events. As a junior~ British satesmiaz ho revWe
the events whieh led up Vo the war and the acti
which followed. Ho explained, elearly why CaD
stood unitedly behind Great Britainin l this flght
liberty, what Canada had done and what was
posed. The naval service ast o! 1910, suce seve:
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crlticized, hadl been used as a basis of action. T
Niobe and the Rainbow, once dubbed "a tiflI
navy," hadl been fitted out for the defence of Canadý
coasts. A Canadýian contingent hail been organiz'
a million baga of flour given freely to the Briti
Government, a free has;vital offered to France, a
a general preparedness for ail emergencies hadbe
undertaken. "Not for love of battie, flot for liiet
conquest, flot for gresil of possessions, but for t
cause of honour, to maintain. solemu pledges, to 1
hold principles of liberty, and to withstand for(
that would convert the world into an armed camp

It was a magnificent spectacle. The well-fl]
House thrllled with the emotions lnvo-ked by the t
great leaders. The echo of it reverberated throu
the Dominion and round the never-endIng EMP
which. owes allegiance Vo Britain's flag.

me A ND having thus put Canada squarely and bol,
Ley tably before herseif and the world, ParliOxi
M goV down on Thursday te the réal busineS
Iu the special war session. Fifty millions o! dol

Led were voted, with more te, como If uecessary.
bhe taxes were fIxed with 'wbich te provide the
idda revenue. This sounds easy enough, but belnd
te Finance Minister's plans was much anxious thini

the on bis part and by others.
rit- The situation ls complcated. Wbile Canada

a, surplus o! revenue over expenditure, the G0ov
the ment lae ontinuaily borrowing money for capital
lob penditures. These borrowlngs increase our nati
oew debt. In the past ton years, they have net 1
id, large but they are always there. M~out !orty
lot lions was approprlated et the last parliament
oee capital expenditures. Add te this flfty million
but war expenditures, and thore ls ninety million t(
ths faced. AssumIng that the ordinary revenue 041

use the ordinary expendilture, there is still Vhis ni
mnd millions te be provIded.
Sto To raise ninety millons wbeu the big lender
ies- the world, ln London and Paris, have closedl 1
aiea offices, is not an easy task. Fortunately, the Fini
*Im- Minister got twenty-flve millions lu lune, se
üed bis task is reduced that mucli. But wliere cal
al.»' ralse the balance-sxtylive million? This was
are question whicb the Finance Minister hail te ails

the Ho proposes to raise Iflteen millions by an lilel
o! in Dominion notes. This will be dons by pul

five million dollars In gold ln the Treasury and ls
and twenty millions o! notes. By this device, ho

in live mllons and gains twenty. It le usual te
>ur- only dollars, one dollar ln bills fer one dolîS
hed gold, but a special act enables hlm te Issue
ber dollar In'billa for twenty-~flve cents ln gold.
ave This conservative scbemo stinll aves the FIn
and Minister witb a deficit e! f!ty millions. Hie
'ero proposition, therefore, ls te Increase the cIlS
de- duties on cecea or chocolaté; chicory or coff e;

[net -densed- millc and milk foods; -swee.t biscuits;
servedl fruits, canued fruits, joUiles and javas;

Lier, sugar, reflned sugar and confectienery; cigars, c
o! ettes and tobaccos; ale, beer, porter and si

wed alcohol, alcoholic perjumies, spirite o! nitre and i

.ous cated wines. Thore will be a corresponding inci
ýada iu the excise taxes on spirits and tebacco ifla£

for this country.
pro- On Saturday Parliament adjourned, having

ioly a record plece of work lu five days.
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