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the case of the narrow roads on
sland the work was well done,
furrows were first made,
W. B. Paley, “at the proper
apart; the earth between was
- ot for a foot or two, and the
om rammed and beaten down
y.  Upon this the first stratum
of material wuﬂ}nid l:nd.the'tlun:
poured over it; then largér stone
were placed that, and the in-
terstices ﬁlle‘z with mortar, after
which sometimes came another layer
similar to the bottom one. The whole
was often three feet thick, or more,
and was rounded in the center to
revent water lodgini upon it."—
%mm “The Roman Road Builders
Message to America,”
Butler Hulbert.

Items of Interest,

Egyptologists say that there are
M“?OO0,0&OOO mummies in Egypt.

SmokinFurs_for women are a
feature of Russian railways,

The banana and potato are almost
identical in chemical composition.

In Scotland a landlord gives his
tenant notice to leave by chalking
the door.

The occupants of the Philippines
represent such a variety of races that
thirty-one languages are spoken there,

There is a large and growing im-
portation of salt into this country,
the home supply being unequal to the
demand.

When first taken from the mines,
opals are so tender and friable that
they may be picked to pieces with
the finger-nail,

Statistics of prisons show that
twelve men to one woman were im-
rrisoned in this country. In France
the proportien is five to one.

The emerald improves in color on
exposure to the light.  Pearls kept
in the dark lose their luster, but re-
gain it on exposure to the sun.

Natives of the interior of Bolivia
wear hats and shirts made of the bark
of a tree which is first water-soaked
and then beaten into pliability.
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often victims of tubercu-
sod_piysicans decare "t
i nsiderable
s t?e disease from these house-

ere iu-e no undertakers in Ja-
. When a person dies his nearest
fatives put him into a coffin and

| bury him.  The mourning does not

begin until after burial.

An acting - model of the human

® | heart, with every detail, has been
llﬁea:g by a F::gh physician. = The

.can be seen coursing to'and
from it through artificial arteries.
The men who raise many peanuts
now send them to the vines,
roots and all. A machine cleans and
shells them.. One factory can shell
many large, wagon-loads of peanuts
in a day. :

The nickname of “Dinner Bell”
’ Burke because of
y delivered speeches,
interrupted by
members of parliament leaving to go
to dinner. : -

The Chinese never ise, bufter in
table but-
ter made from the fruit of the shea
tree is ‘'used by the natives, and is
said to have a much richer flavor
than that made from cows’ milk.

Among the middle classes of Rus-
sia when a death occurs and an im-
pressive  funeral cortege is desired,
tramps are sometimes employed as
mourners, suitable clothing, with the
exc:gtion of ' shoes, being furnished
by the employing agency.

There is a society in  Norway
which, in order to increase the output
of . butter for the British market,
offers a six-months’ course, with free
board and tuition, to young country
gils who wish to learn how to take
care of cows and make the best but-
ter.
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Runaway horses are unknown in
Russia. No one drives there without
having a thin cord with a running
noose around the neck of the animal.

hen an animal starts the cord is
pulled and the horse stops as soon as
it feels the pressure on the windpipe.

Siena, Italy, is famous for the large
hats of its women and the long horns
of its cattle. The hats, which we

now in America as Leghorn ' hats,
are a peculiar product of Siena,
although they are known abroad by
the name of the city from which they
are exported.

.Every three years all Chinese domi-
ciled in Siam have to pay a small poll
tax. When this has been paid the
collector ties a string around the
man’s left wrist and fastens the knot
with a special official seal. The
bracelet is a Chinese receipt and must
be worn one month.

A remarkable dinner was served
recently by a farmer near Ault. Col.
The table was set for twelve, and the
menu consisted of one five and a half-
pound potato, one fifteen-pound cab-

age, one ten-pound chicken, one six-
pound turnip one two-pound onion,
ard three pies made from a one and
a half-pound apple,

There is an animal hospital at
Ledepur, near Calcutta, where there
are usually about a thousand animals
under treatment—horses, oxen, mules,
elephants, dogs, and even sheep—all
cemfortably housed and looked after
by a staff of ecighty native “nurses,”
under the orders of a British veter-
inary surgeon.

During a recent cold period in
Switzerland  thousands of swallows
fell exhausted and half frozen. At
Lucerne and Zurich the birds were
collected and taken caire of by the

ientl
1 When they had sufficiently
?gggv:red they were shipped by train
to Italy and there set at liberty to
continue the migration southw

.great opera singer, Mme.
G:-l"nsl},e who was ' married to Signor
Mario, the tenor, was singing in

Petersburg. The Emperor, the father
of the present one, gave Mme. Grisi

permission to walk in his private | o0 Liaow?

“Oh, most anything,” replied
tam.

ark. One morning the Emperor
fnet Mme. Grisi, accompanied by two
little girls. The Emperor saluted her,
and said: “Are these two Grisettes?”
“No, your Majesty,”  replied M”me.
Grisi, “those*are two Marionettes.”

Bishop Joseph Wilmer of Louisi-
'ana, and g\”p ltd'

ishop Rich Wilmer, of
Alabama, are cousins and _intimate
friends.  In their travels in Italy one
summer, the bishop of Alabama was
pointing out with enthusiasm certain
architectural beauties. The B_lshog 9f
Louisiana ‘was bored. He said: “It’s
all very fine, Cousin Dick, but, never-
theless, a rich field fragrant with the
odor of new-mown hay would please
me better.” And the Bishop of Ala-
bama replied: “Cousin. Joe, there’s not
a donkey in all Italy that would not
agree with you.”

-
His Pass,

J. W. Brooks, a great railway man-
ager of Michigan, whose penmanship
was very poor, once wrote a letter to
a man on the route, notifying him that
he must remove a barn which, in some
manner, incommoded the road,under
penalty of prosecution.

The threatened individual was un-
able to read any part of the letter but
the signature, but took it to be a free
pass on the road, and used it for two
years on the company’s trains, -none
of the conductors ‘being able to dis-
pute his interpretation of the docu-
ment.

A Rule for Judging Men,

The late Mr. William H. Baldwin,
Jr., President of the Long Island
Railroad, was one of the most con-
siderate and best-liked of New York’s
large employers. Yet he had an in-
flexible rule in employing and dis-
charging men,. Speaking once on the
subject, Mr. Baldwin said:

“There is a rule that experience has
taught me to be correct. It is a rule
that I have used for years in my busi-
ness, and that has not once led me
astray. It is this: whenever I dis-
cover one of my men looking back
with pride over his accomplishments,
instead of keping his eyes forward—
well, thag’s quite enough for me. 1
don’t wait for any positive offense.
No matter how capable he may have
been, I put a cross against his name,
and he goes out at the first opportun-
ity. When a man gets to looking
back on his record his usefulness is
past.”

—_———
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A widow in a Maine town, accg
ing to the Boston “Herald,” wag
strict constructionist in her the
and would admit no lodger into
boarding-house who had not a leaniy
toward Universalist views. One
an old sea captain happened along
ask for rooms. .: AT .
“But what do you believe?”

~

The captain. cautiously « rema

that he thought twenty " thous

would be a fair estimate. The
pansedin-then stated that he
come-in. . “Twenty thousand,”
said, “is better than none.”

.

He Learned Their Names,

The late Professor Sommerville, ¢
the University of Pennsylvania,
was a great Oriental traveller,
of the following amusing mis
made by a French explorer:

This explorer had made a journ
to Kairwan and had drawn a map §
the country he had passed through.:

The singular thing about -this ms
was that the name “ Maarifsh” g
peared so many times on it. A i
would be “ Maarifsh River;” a moun<
tain would be “ Mount Maarifsh;” .
village, a lake, a valley—each wot
be called “Maarifsh.” k

When Professor Summerville sa
this map he laughed.

“Don’t you know,” he said to
traveller, “what ‘maarifsh’ means
Arabic?”

“ No,” said the other. *“Whatdoes
it mean?”

“It means ‘Don’t know.’”

A Facer,

—

It was somewhere within the regi
of closing time, and the door-kee ¢
of the dog show was inning to
low his thoughts to dwe upon a pr
spective steak-and-onions supper, when
a hulking individual presented himself
at the door.

“Called for Bill Smith’s dawg,” he
said curtly. A

“Receipt?” .said the door-keeper,
holding out his hand therefor.

“Lorst it,” said the hulking one.

“Oh, lorst it, eh? Well, what class
was the dawg in?” s
. “Dunno. It’s Bill Smith's dawg, and
it’s name’s Jack.”

The doorkeeper waxed wrath.

“There’s fifty blessed tykes here
called Jack,” he said. ““Ow am 1 to
know which is your'n? Did it win a
prize?”

“No, it didn’t.” r

“Well”—wearily—“wot breed is it,
anyway?” :

“Breed,” said the inquirer scornfully.
“Ow should I know what breed it is?
Why, that's just what puzzled the

iudge!”
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