‘ ON THE CIVIL GOVERNMENT ‘OF CANADA, . 375

x5 , No. 18.
Humbly showeth, Petition of Mer-

. Taat your Petitioners bave perceived with alarm and deep rpgret the disscusionschants aud o-
wich have for many years prevailed in these provinces, and which are now 5o much mat-thers connected
ter of public notoriety, that your Petitionersideem it unnecessary to occupy the time of with the Cana-

our Honourable House in their detail, neither is it the purpose of your- Petitioners tod\‘;;' d]";gg 17ih

lame the conduct of any man or party of men in these provinces, and thus b yecriming._ > >0
tion aggravate the evils, hut your Petitioners are actuated by the more laudable.motive - !
of calling the attention of your Horourable House to what appears to them the only
etfectual remedy for these unfortunate differences in time to come,

That in the honest conviction of your Petitioners, the Act of the 31st Geo. 3, ¢. 31,
whereby the late province of Quebec was divided into the provinces of Upper and Lower
Canada has Leen the fruitful source of all the evils with which the Canadas have been and
are now aillicted. ‘ : . .

That this most impolitic measure was passed at the {iime without being desired by the
then few inhabitants of what now constitutes the province of Upper. Canada, and in direct
opposition to the wishes of the inhabitants of what now coustitutes the province of Lower
Canada, whether of French or British extraction, as clearly appears by the representa-
tion of their joint agent made at the bar of your Honourable House, on the 23d of Mareh

T 1791, . . ) '
" That the baneful consequences of this measure were even then’so clearly foreseen, and |
brought so fully before your Honourable House, that your Petitioners cannot describe
what, has actually oceurred in more appropriate language than that used by the individual
above alluded to on that occasion : in urging the ¢ontinuance’ of the province of Quebec
- undivided he says, “ There is one consideration of the utmost importance to the tranquilli~
_ % ty of the people inhabiting all parts of that country, and which will alone, I hope, be
* sufficientto engage this Houourable House to reject the plan of a new independent
government. Ibeg leave to request thut Honotirable Members will recollect and attend -
“ to the geographical situation of that country, from which it will appear evident that no - ,
“ vessel of any kind can proceed farther up the river St. Lawrence than the city of Mon-
“ {real, on account of the Rapids, which ate immediately above that town. Of course, ‘ ]
“ as every article of necessit;ﬂwgﬁchh&inhaﬁkaﬁsafﬂmwlﬁﬂmw
% ocension for from Dritain, or any foreign country, must come to them by the river S$t.
% Lawrence, they must be linded at or helow Montreal, where they must be stored by

“ the Mere antsof Quebee or Montreal, until carriages or boats are provided to send

« them forward; likewise that every article of produce which the people of these upper :

“ districts wish to export must be sent in boats to Montreal, or perhaps to.Quebec, for -

“ the purpose of being shipped for exportation; and that as well the articles of import

“ gs of export must, in passing through the Lower Country, become 'subject to the laws,

“ regulations, duties and taxes which may be imposed by the Legislature of the Lower

“ Counitry. Now supposing the division to take place, as it may be expected, that the

“ new Legislature of Quebec shall, in due time, provide a revenue, towards the support

« of the ¢ivil government of that part of the province, it is more than probable, that

¢ whatever money israised for that or any other public purpose, will be done by duties

“ payable upon importations. Itis therefore an ohject that deserves the most serious

« refiection of Honourable Members to consider how 'far the people inhabiting the Upper !

¢ Government will approve of, and be contentto pay taxes and dutjes on their importa-

“ tions ér exportations when the produce of those taxes and dutiesis to beiapplied towards

“ supporting the expernses/of the civilgovernment of the Lower Province, or for build-

“ ing public edifices, or otherwise improving or beautifying that part of the country ; or

“ for the purpose of granting bounties or encouragements to promote agriculture, or .

“ particular trades or manufactures, of which the people in.the Upper Province cannot,

“ froin theil situation, participate the advintages. - ‘ .

“ It is impossible, Sir, if the province of Quebec is -divided, for the wisdom of man tor

“ lay downa plan for these objects that will not afford matter' of dispute, and create ani- ..

-~ ¢ mosities-between the governments of the two provinces, which, in a few years, may
" # lead to the most serious consequences. This would be sowing (he seeds of dissensiong
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