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Humbly shioweth, pNon oMTHAT your Petitioners have perceiived with alarm and deep regret the dissensions chants an o-
wÀich have for rany years prevailed in theseprovinces, and which are now so mucli mat-therq connected
ter of public notoriety, that your Petitionerstdeeti it unnecessary to occupy the tine, of with the Car),,-
your Honourable House in their detail, neither is it the purpose of yourVPetitioners toda, dmed i
blame the conduct of any man or party of men in these provinces, and thus b, recrimina- y 1828.
tion aggravate the evils, but yourPetitioners arc actuated by the more laudable-motive
of calling the attention of your Ionourable H1ouse to what appears to therm the only
effectual remedy for these unfortunate differences in time to corne,

That in the honest conviction of your Petitioners, the Act of the 31 st Geo. 3, c. 3 T
whereby the late province of Quebec %tas divided into the provinces of tipper and Lowee
Canada has been the fruitful source of all the evils with which the Canadas have been and
are uow afflicted.

That this most impolitic measure was passed at the tine without ,being desired by the
then few inhabitants of what now constitutes the province of Upper, Canada, and in direct
opposition to the wishes of tike inrabitant,s of what now constitutes the province òf Loiver
Canada, whether of French or British extraction, as elearly appears by the representa-
tion of their joint agent made at the bar ofyour Honourable Bouse, on the 23d of March

- 191.
That the banefil consequences of this measure were even then so clearly foreseen, and

brAught so fully before your Honourable House, that your Petitioners cannot describe
w)at has actually occurred in more appropriate language thau that used by the individual
above alluded to on that occasion: in urging' the continuapceý of the province of Quebec
undivided be says, " There is one consideration of the utmost importance to the tranquilli-
Il tir of the people inhabitinu all parts of that country, and which will alone, I hope, be
'' sufficientto engage this lIonourable H1ouse to reject the plan of a new independent
" governmeënt. I beg leave to request that Honohrable Members will recollect and attend
Il to the geographical situation of that country, from which it will appear evident that no

vessel of any kind,çan proceed farther up the riyer St. Lawrence than the city of Mon-
" ireal, on account of the Rapids, which are immediatel above that town. Of course,
as every' article of necessity or luxur. w e4h te intants-of tie upper districts have
oeent.nm ih>r fr,m^T itam, or any floreign country, must come to therm by the river St.
"Lawrenee, iev miust be lanfded a t or below Montreal, where they must be stored liy

le ile Merca of, Quebec or Montreal, until carriages or boats are provided to send
" them forward; likewise that every article of produce whiçh the people of these upper

districts wish to export must be sent in boats to Montreal, or perhaps to Quebec, for
the purpose of bçing shipped for exportation; and that as well the articles of import

" as of expdrt must, in passing through the Lower Country, become subject to the laws,
regulations, duties and taxes which may be imposed by the Legislature of the Lower
Couitry. Now supposing the division to take place, as it may be expected, that the
new Legislature of Quebec shall, in due time, provide a revenue, towardsy the support
of the civil government of that part of the proyince, it is more than probable, that

el wlatever money is raised for that or any other public purpose, will be done by duties
" payable upon importations. It is therefore an qject that dleserves the most serious
" refiection of Hlonourable Members to consider how far the people inhabiting the Upper
" Government will approve of, and be content to pay taxes and dues on their importa-

tions Ôr exportations when the produce of thosetaxes and dutiesis to be applied towards
supporting the expenses/of the civilgovernment of the Lower Province, or for build-
ing public edifices, or otherwise improvinig or beautifyingthat part of the country ; or
for the purpose of granting bounties or encouragements to promote agriculture, -or
particulartrades or manufactures, of which the people in, the Upper Province cannot,

" frofn tiieir situation, participate the advirntages.
" It is impossible, Sir, if the province of Quebec is .divide, for the wisdom of man to'
lay downa plan for these objects that will not afford matter of dispute, and create âni-
mosities-between the goveruments of the two provinces, which, in a few years, may

e lead to the most serious consequences. This would be sowipg the seeds of dissensiono
"and


