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. The caules of the non-convention of the Committee before this day, Ee;
ing thus explained, the Chairman, as leading to the difcuffion of the very im-
portant fubject of the reference, begg’d leave to obferve to the Committee,

That the main enquiry (the refult of which was to be reported to Hiy

Lordfhip) appeared to be,
To what extent or degree,_it was expedient to introduce the means of:

education in this province ? —
That cerwinly there could be no divifion of fentiment, refpecting that

elementary inftruction, neceffary to the lower claffes in all countries; the
- want of which left a people in a ftate'of 4aft barbarifm..
By thefe he meant,

(1.) Parifh iree-fchools, or a fchool in every village, for reading:
writing and the four common rules of Arithmetic. ‘

(2.) A County free-fchool, one at leaftifor further progrefs in Arithe-
metic, the Languages, Grammar, Book-keeping, Guaging, Navigation_
Surveying and. the pra&ical Branches of the Mathematics: ;

The, next ftep in civilifed countries, was an Univerfity or a collegiate
Society, for inftru®ion in the liberal arts and {ciences; and how far the
province ‘was prepared for fuch an inftitution,, was the point which the
Right Reverend Bithop, had with much rc@n,‘ made the fubject of his.
deliberation. ‘ ‘

. The Chairman concurred with the venerable Bithop, that the ere@ion’

of an Univerfity, meafuring it by the European fcale, would be extrava-
gant, as neither atapted to the abilities, nor the wants cf a country, not
yet confifting of one hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants, who had a
wildernefs before them, to be brought into cultivation for obtaining the

" neceflaries of Life. A -
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