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h1s the desire or not. The present Czar of
Ruîssia is the eldest son of the late ruler of the
Russian Empire. Whether ho likes it or not,
his birth made him " heir apparent" t. the
throne. Immediately upon bis father's sudden
death, without promises or ceremony, he be-
carne Emperor, and begnu te perform bis du-
ties, altbough ho bas not yet been formally
crowned.

So it is with us. In Baptism we have been
made citizens of a heavenly country. We have
been made heira of a heavenly throne. It 's
indeed a beautiful sight te bebold those who
apprciate their gifts, crowding to the chancel
steps te say that they value what their parents
did for- them, and that they gladly confirm
vow's then made in their behalf. But whether
tlîev do this or not, they are under the same
ébligations. We muet obey the law, we must
do ouir duty to God, or we shall certainly suffer
tlie consequences. While, thtn, it is convenient
an1 proper that we ren ew the vows and prom-
ises of our sponsors, yet this la net the chief
object of Confirmation.

Il. A gain, it is said that Confirmation ia the
confession of Chriqt before mon. Se it la. The
young and the old who bave net done so ho-
fore, with their own mouth." "openly before
the Chuîrch," own their allegiance te Chriet.
Frii min or woman te break away. from cor-
rîipt issocîntes and careles ei' evil habits, and
pronise before the world to be faithful fol-
loiers of Christ, is a brave and noble thing te
do, always requiing courage and decision.
Our Lord knew this, and therefore Ho said
wloevei would confess Him before this wicked
antI ailterous genoration, 11e would confess
beflioris faither and the hely angols.

Jbit coming te Confirmation is but one of
nyii' ways by which we confess Christ before

men. Every time we refuse to laugh at some
evii joie, or to mock at religion; every time
we refuse to be dishonest la business, or irre-
verent il church; every time we stand te sing
a hymn, or kneel te say a prayer; every time
we bow our bonds at the Holy Name, acknow-
ledgîing the power of the Crucified-we by this
niens confess Christ before mon. -While,
then, we do take a stand lu Confirmation, and
profess that we are Christ's soldiers, yet this
is not the chief object in coming te this boly
rite.

111. The great object of coming te Confirma-
ion is to receive "l the gift of the Holy

Ghost." Eighteen hundred years ago and
more, a young Deacon driven from Jerusalem
by the fierceness of the first persecution, went
to a neighbo-ing people for refuge. Wbile
among thern, ho proacbed the Gospel and bap-

mozed mny converts. When the Apostles lu
Jerusalem hoard thie, they immediately sent
two of their number down to these people, and
after they had questioned them and prayed for
them, "they laid thoir bands on them, and
they receoived the Holy Ghost."

Ever since this event,'recorded in Acte viii.,
baptized people bave been coming te Confirma-
tion, that they may receive the laying on of
horis and be blessed with the special gift of
0LeIl b'fhnst. Erer since that dor, as we
read i, 11b. vi.; tihe laying on of hands-with
repentance, and faith, and Baptism-has been
reekoned among "l the principles of the dootrine
Of Christ." Again, thon, we assert that the
grcat object in coming te Confirmation ie to re-
ei the gift of the Holy Ghost.

It is well to renew your vows; it is well to
profess Christ openly before the Church; but it
i a grenter privilege te receive the sevenfold
gif't of the Holy Spirit i We might be ever so
willing to do our duty, and yetfailfer the want
of strength.

Tn the oldon times, when every. freeman
wore a sword, it was the custom, wben the
Creed was recited, fot. every man te draw bis
W3eapon, in token of bis willingness te fight for
the faith that ho professed. In this day, no
hostile focs are seen around us, to war' Upon^
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our Christiaaity. But we hav e unseen foes
that we must dread. There is a wicked host
around us, seeking our destruction. In Con-
firmation we buckle on an 'unseen sword-to
figlit these battles. Yes ! the sword of the
Spirit abatl then be ours; and if we have the
will, and the perseverence, and the wisdoi to
use our weapons aright, we shall always have
the power, and the msjesty, and the victory on
our side te keep the enemy at bay through life,
finally te beat him down under our feet, and at
last te ho " more than conquerors through
Him that loved us."

A laull has taken place in tho grent Parlia-
mentary struggle over the future govenment
of Ireland. We share lu the wonder of an
Irish Church contemporary that a stern non-
possumus was not preseated to Mr. Gladstone's
motion te bring in his Home Rule Bill. The
result of the firat reading has undoubtedly
.een to familiarize the English publie with the
idea of legislative separation as a net improb-
able event, and so far te propare the way for
its ultimate adoption. Amid- the too general
lethargy which bas succoeded the first burst of
indignation in England, it is refreshing te rend
the out-spoken utterances of the Guardian
which, after supporting Mr. Gladstone through
thick and thin for nearly forty years, says of
his lateet attempt at legislation:-"It is as
bad in execution as it is in intention, as
clumsy in the way it brings about the dis-
memberment of the United Kingdor as it is
recklese in the sacrifice of national interests to
pai'y pu'poses.

Ta Provincial Legislature of Quebec has
gone out of its way to express its sympathy
with the anti-British ech'emes of the English
Premier and hie new friend and benchman,
Mr. Parnell; but the Marquis el Lorne has
informed the British publie (and in doing se
bas once more proved himself a true friend te
Canada) that such resolutions on this sido of
the Atlantic menu nothing. They are simply
designed te catch the Irish vote,.which, in our
large cities especially, is a not unimportant
factor in political elections.
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(Con e nued.
A third grave error of the system also eman-

ates from that prolific source of evil, spiritual
pride. Naturally, à body of sinless and perfect
people muet experience extreme difficulty in
selecting one of their number te b the in-
structor of the rest. Consequently, they give
it up, and, te avoid all jealousy, constitute all
alike prieste and teachers, both men and wo-
mon. They bold that under the present dis-
pensation of grace, there is no regular ministry
in Christ's Church, that " aIl are kipgs and
priests unto God."

Does it not seem te you that people must
have a vol over their eyes when they fail to
perceive that an ordained ministry is recog-
nized in God'sWord and continually alluded te?
The Lord Himself chose twelve apostles. He
afterwards sent seventy disciples, two and two,
te teach and te preaeb. Paul and Barnabas
ordained elders in every church. Titus was
left in Crete, that ho might ordain elders in
every city. The command was given to the
Hebrew Christians, " Obey them that have the
rul over yen, ud subnit. yourselvef." And
St. Paul, writing te fie Corintiians, exciaims,

"Are aIl apostles, are ~all prophets, are ail
teachers ? " Certainly not. Theae are offices
to which mon are specially called. Oui' God is
a God of order, and not a God of confusion;
and one of the very fow rubrics laid down in
Scripture la this, "l let all things be dono de-
cently and in order." Everything in loy
Writ points to a settled ministry and lie per-
feet organization of the Church. But does not
experience and even common Cense itseif en-
force and support the samie doctrine ? Can wO
expect the Church to prosent a bod front te
the enemy, and do aggir'ssive work for God, if
ail its members are llike a ropo ol sani, withouît
cobesion, without organization ? What wouild
become of God's heritaîge if the Plymouth Bre-
thron systom was to grow to any extent?
What would becomo of the dark places of tho
earth, foi' on principle they do no missionary
work? Thoir attention is enitroly devotedi to
unsettling the earnest and faithfuil workuî's of
various Churcli organizations. They rosuiblo
that unprincipled bird which roams over the
forest in search of ready-nuaîc ne.ds in which
to lay its eggs and gel tihemu hatched by other
birds gifted with more patience aind industr,.

More thaîn eig teen centuries ago, thte rtl
J'csus Christ, '.hom hs paî':goiu of'oier
tion profess to î'evere niniIw-IdL
Jesus Christ then handed Ifis ipot le. th le ai-
lowing commission "'Go îler'efore nl toa'i
ail nations, haptizing Ihoni in the mnie olf ile
Father, the Son and die ioIy Gihos ; te}i
Item te observe ail tlhuîîgsI wlî.ttsIlnwt'î' l l1:1\1'e
.commanded you " Again, ln .ite parabl of
the supper, lie comrnanlded His servants, when
ail things woro ready, in the following iiflls-
takable words: " Go ye out into the highway
and hedges, and compel themu to cone in.'
But thoself-satisfied individuis are suprene-
ly indifferent to ail such injuînctions. Pai fron
going out into the wilds of beathen iands-fi'
from crossing the sons, scaling niountains, brav-
ing the foest o? the poies oi ic pestilôn tiail
chimes of th tropics-they will not evein labor'
among the ignorant ani depraved of the towns
and villages in which they are thomscives.
The prevailing idea anong then is aint their
mission is to the awakened in the churheies."

As I said in the beginiing of this littlo
papor, this sct, wlich first saiw tho light in
the year 1830, prosents contradictions which it
is almîost impossible to reconcilo. They scmi
to prize the " pearl of great prico" for then-
selves, and VOL they are more assiduous fin lu
poisoning ti minds of Christian pepie ngainst
the various chureeos throighi which Lley have
been brought to Christ than in teaching and
enlightening str'angers to God and His Holy
Word. Such is not the spirit of Christianity.

They seem te reverence and study the Word
of God, and yut they treat some portions of it
with somothing little loss than contenpt. Thoy
profess great regard for God and his law, and
yet the Commandments, which the Saviour
said te had not comne to destroy, but to fuilli,
they ripudiato and refuse te be bound by
them. In truth, Plynouth Brothren are Anti-
nonians.

Tbcy profess grat humility, and yet prac-
tically they are so proud as to refuso evon
te worship with membors of other Christian
bodies.

I cannot undertake te explain how it cornes
te pass that se much good and truth cau co-
exist with se much that is fiso and cvil. I
mercly suggest that not a fow in that snall
sect are botter than thoir creed, as is freqently
the case among Romanists.

The literal explatiation of scorne isolatei pas-
sage of God's Word has forced ther into cer-
tain untenable positions. They caniot iceede
from one without givinîg up the whole, a'd
that they refuse to do. B.esides, there is some-
thing very flattering to the luîman lieart in the
fancied supen'onity which the people affect.
The Pharisee felt immense satisfaction ai ho
stood and sounded bis own praises. Thore le
a humility which is very like pride.


