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THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT.

(Frox our Srecral CORRESFONDENT.)

MINISTERIAL MOVEMENIS—THE CRISIS IN MANI-

TORA—UREVIEW OF THE SITUATION—AN IM-
PARTIAL STATEMENT.

Orrawa, Jexe 251, 1879 —Since the session
there has been a singular ealm in the political
atmosphere of Ottawa,  Sir John A, Macdonald
has not yet left here en route for England, as
way expecteil. e probabiy awaits the papers
in the Letelljer matter from the Imperiel Gov-
ernment ; and it is understood that be is after-
wards to see the Governor-General,  After that
there will probably be some vews.  Sir Charles
Tupper Telt on Wednesday for England, ond Sir

Samuel Tilley the week before.  The departure

of these important members of the Government
iz understood to hiave relation to financinl wmat-
ters respecting the Pacific Railway, under the
resolntions s:netioned by Parliament at its last

session.  Mr. Langevin, it appears, remaing in

England to await his colleagues.  Although the
Ministry has not as yet given any sign as to its
proposed action respecting Governor Letellier,
you may take it as an absolute fact, ns I have
from the first told you would be the case, that
this question will come back to Canadx for set-
tlement in accordance with the advice of the
Dowinion Ministers.

The political erisis in the Province of Mani-
toba contains many points of greatinterest, nl
questions affeetivg the rights of minorities. It
is nat atthe first oreven the second sight a de-
sirable thing that parties in that Province
ghould be divided by a sharp raee line, which
also prolably means a erend Line as well, snd
when one thinks of the passions which have been
excited 1 the past by questions of this uatare,
one feels a certain teticence in entering upoi
the siscussion of the Manitoba erisis. 1t is true
that the intetests do uot appear to be of greac
magnitude, i viswed in relation to the nwnber
of the combatants, bt they are of great interest
in themselves and of o pature to exeite the live-
Hest svmpathies in the old Provinces of QGuebee
and Ontario.

There sdaes ot appear to he auy ambignity as
to the focts in the bsne. There was a Nonpuay-
Iaval Government in power, supporied by
majerity of the Legislative Awembdy,  But this
wajority was spainly composesd of Frenehi-speak-
ing munbers, the majority of the Englishspeak-
ing mwembers voting against the: Govermmnent,
Mr. Boyal (the leader of the French party) and
hix followers were nat satistied  with this state
of things, and so they held a miseting and de.
puted Mro Reyal to tell My, Norquay that he
should strengthen bis position by getting more
Englishoaupport,  What, in short, they wanted
was what we in the old Provinees of Quebee and
Ontario formerdy knew as the **double ma-
jority,” they vndouttedly recognizing in this
principle of protestion. for a minority. Upon
receiving this inthnation, Mr. Norquay comi-
municated with the Englishespeaking members,
amd the vextday (May 29) he wite o letter to
Mr. Royal tu the following terms: ¢ Refer.

ring to  the ‘conversation we had  vester:
day, in whieh you stated that vou were
deputed by the members of  the  House

representivg Freach coustituencies, to -iuform
me that they could no louger continue their
rupport of the Government, on the ground that
the Govermment had not the support of the
majority of the English members of the House,
I have the henour to request that . you  will
place the department over which yoy preside at
the disposal of the Government, believing as 1
do that the leek of support to the Governmment
from the Fuglish speaking side of the ‘House is
owing to your presence in the Cabinet.,”” " Here
was a turning of the tables with avengeanee !
Mr. Lloyal was deputed to ask Mr. Norquay to
strengthien his © pesition, - and - Mr. - Nopquay
nnswers, viz.,, an abrupt dismissal of Mr. Royal,
which, us premier, he had the power to-do.
Mr..Roval does unt uppear to have lost mueh
time in the circumstances, as he at ounce ealled
a meating of the French mrmbers who had de.
puted hin to make representations to Mr, Nor-
quay, and on the samo Jday hesent a letter to
him, resiguing his position, as difd also Mr. De.
lonine, his colleague, both aeting apparently
upon un unanimous resolntion of - the French
members, In this letter Mr. Roval told Mr,
Norquay that the representation which he was
deputed to make did not voustitute ** a- menace
to the Premier,”” but was ** moved by an earnest
¢ desire to see his Cabinet supparted by a larger
“ number of the English speaking mambers, in
““ accordance with the understanding at-the time
“of the eleetion in October last,”™ - Mr. Royal
further kaid that he “did not believe in a strict
*and ever-existing double mnjority, yet a Gov-
* ernment to be strong and eflicient, wmust 'com.
“ mand, if not the absolnte support. of the two
* sectiong, at lenst a support. which is not, as in
4 the present ease, nlmost exclugively composed
"¢ of one seetion of the renreseutatives of - the
“ people.” The weakness of this” position s,
thut il Mr, Roysl did not want absolutely
“ Jouble majority,”* he showtd have beencontent

French having sabstantially the reins of power
in their hands, * But then he had not reason to
expect that Mr. Norquay would have mude. so
sharp a turn about.

Mr. Norquay, it appenrs, did approach French
members, and asked them to join his Cubinet;
but they declined. e also asked Mr. Dubne,
M. P., to resign his position as member of the
House of Commons, aud take a portfolio.  This
Mr. Dubue also declined to do. :
He next wrote u letter to ILieut.-Governor
Cauchon, to request to be allowed to finish the
session without filling the twa seats in the
Cubinet, vacated by Messrs. Royal and Delorme,
but this the Licut.-Governor flatly refused. to
do, in a letter which he wrote him in reply.
His Honour's letter was sufficiently short, and
he told his Premier the request made 10 him
was not constitutional. There are only five
seats in the Couneil, and two out of five would,
of course, make a big vacaney. It might have
been a loxusy at this stage to have dismissed
Mr. Norquay for making an nneconstitutional
request, and what would have been held to be
oppressive action.  But that style of thing i4
not in fashion after what has luppencd. to His
Heonour of Quebec.

Mr, Norquay in this state of things fills up
his Cabinet with two English speaking members,
pucting Mr. 8. €. Briges in the place of Mr.
toyal as Minister of Public Works, and Mr.
John Taylorin the place of Mr. Delorme.  This
compicled the sharp rce Jine.  Mr. Taylor,
however, it appears, has obtaived his re-clection
in his wixed eonsti-ueney by a biege majority.
At the miuisterial explunations  that were
made in the Legislative Assembly on June 4th,
Mr. Norguay aunonneed that the two piineipal
meastites of the new governnent would be,
Ist, A re-distribation of seats, the effect of
which would be to give a largely fuercased
majarity to the Eaglish speaking members ; und
2nd. The abolition of printing documents in the
Freuch lunguuge, with the exception of the
statutes.  Mr. Norquay said the ast measure
Wis Mecessary as s maller of economy, and
stated that the printing during the last eight
years had cost the Proviues 838,167.47. Oneo!
the papers states thut the cost during last year
was over 812,000, This expenditure for print-
ing was certainly excessive in comparison with
the means and popnlation of the Provinee, and
Mr. Norquay said the saving was to be applied
to the improvements of roads, of whicn cer-
taindy there is great need. It appears from the
subsequent proevedings of the House that these
measures, as anuouneed, have been pressed
through with a rigour or harshness which las
not taken into any account the feclings of the
French, ] think, formy orn patt, that this s
to be regrettel, bt such g result could not
have been Jong:postpaned at the rate in which
the Anglo.Saxon and Teuton population has bern
pouring in -the Provinee froan Ontarie, the
United States and Ewope, It is plain that the
setting up.of a bavrier 6f reticenes or seutiment
sgainst the interests of snch elements, would bLe
a very vain thing ! Bat there would have heen
& overy grest propriety, in view of all that is
past, and of the position which the French have
ogcupied in the Provinee of Maniteba, to have
postponed all action respecting the re-distribu.
tion of seats until after the anthentic results
of the census of 1381 were known, and it would
have beenmnch better to have made cconomins
in'the printing on the ohl basis, than to have
pwsed a sweeping measure very decply wound-
ing 1o the old inhabitints, and really sweeping
away. what they undevstand to be a coustitu-
tional right, guarantesd to thein when the Pro-
vilee entered into the Confedewation.  There
appeass, however, to have been uo elause in the
Act which guarantees Manitoba against itself in
this matter, and it is the Legislature of Manitoba
which has done this aet of violence. It is un-
fortunate that politieal feelings become niore
exagpegated and bitter, in. small communities,
aud the unhappy result we see, makes one regret
that the “double majority ” question was
mooted by Mr. Royal ‘when he was in power
with a mmjority. It ‘would bave been much
bhetter to have gone on as things were; and,
as the adage says, have “let sleeping dogs He."

It is better as things stand to look the hard
facts Tuirly in the face, and I do not think, as']
have said, there is nueh reason to hope for any
tender delicacy at the. hands ol the Teuton and
Saxon.majority. which is so rapidly peopling
Manitoba, and the adjoining tevritovy.  But
the: winority has still the safegnard which was
‘made apart of the Canadian Constitution for
the protection of the British minority in the
Provinde of Quebec, when Siv George Cartier
was lewder, viz,tothere i an appeal reserved to
the Federal Parliament on the part of minorities
as‘ngainst possible Provincial majorities in mat-
ters pertaining to edocation and religion, aud
there is always more hope of jnstice in the wider
area of the general pardiament, than - from such
majorities as are’ likely to be in Manitoba for
some years'to come.

There is n further point.  Mr, Royal stated
that "Mr. Norgquay ahinitted, that when the
Freuch cansented to  have the  Legislative
Council- abolished * from. motives of cconomy,
they gave up their sheet anchor, - But this ar.
gument.cannot have any practical bearing now,
exeept in as faras it may be o reproach to Mr.
Norquuy., And-at best, where the'seat of power
is the-people, the wajority will get over all
forms, sooner or later, :

Mr. Royal is a.man whoe has graces and palish
of education, -lnt deos not seem to be popular
among the Euglish, - "Perhaps he could not be

to go on with the Government as it was, ‘the’

with his sympathies. ,

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

St.JeAx. Barrist CELEBRATION. — Our
double page in this number chronicles pictorially
the scene of the celebmtion of the national holi-
day of our French fellow-citizens better than
any written description” could do.  The preces-
sion this year is admitted to have Leen one of
the finest ever held.

Tue GrrMaN Exmpexost AND EMPRESS.—
The golden wedding of this illustrious couple
was celebrated on the 11 June last, amid great
anild genuine rejoicing throughout the German
Empire. - In connection with this event our
readers will doubtless be pleased to view the
portraits of theic Majesties as they appeared on
the morning of their wedding fifty years ago.

Tur Sovrit AMericAN War.—louique.—The
nort of Iquique, Peru, has been blockaded by
a Chilian fleet, and off that town took place, on
May 21, tho naval battle between the Chilian
wooden vessels Esmoralda and Covadonga and
the Peruvian armour-plated frigate Independen-
cin, which resulted in the sinking of the two
Chilian vessels, and the muning ashore and
couipiete wreck ol the Independenciu. * Iquique
is the next important Peruvian port to Callao,
and eontains a-mixed population of English,
Anmericans, and Germans, owing to its large ex-
port trade of nitrate of soda, guano, aud silver.
‘Froops had beau moved there from the beginning
of the war, but unfortunately the port is com-
pletely epen and unfortified. The town is a
sandy-strected,  wooden-housed,  new-looking
place, with a few decently Iaid-out streets, and
a bit of a plaza, with a clock-tower and a faint
show of greenstuff in the middle.  As Iquique
is the principal port of the nitrate of soda trade,
the loss to the revenue of Peru by the blockade
will be enzormous.

Tir Fize o1 THE AUTETIL Rack Covnsp.—
The Paris races are always attended by great
crowds of spectators, 1ot so much for the races
themselvesas for the fact that they do draw
thes: great erowds, so that all who attend them
ate sure to see and to be seen, the grand deside-
ralene with most of the people of the region,
The expectation that the Prinee and Princess of
Wiles wenld be present on that Sunday was
naturally an additional attraction, and half Paris
went out to the race-course, despite the miser-
able weather.  Oddly enough, one of the three
great covered stands which are always filled 1o
their utmost capacity by spectators willing to
pay for a spectacle which the vast majority of
those present witness gratis, ranged in a dense
crowd all round the eourse, suddenly burst into
a thze, to the terror of its accupants, who had
but just time to rush out of it, when the whele
buikbing became a mass of flame.  Hapypily, the
stairease andd doors were wide and easy, so that
the crowd of occupants got out very quickly and
e ohie was hurt.  As some time elapsed before
fire-enzines eould be procured and a supply of
water organized, it was feared that the other
stads might take fire; bLut such was not the
o, and their oceupants witnessed a spectacle
even more exeiting than the rees,

Tiue PEACECOMMISHMONERS OF AFGHANISTAN,
¢ represeated in our sketch is the
prozession conducting Yakoob Khan, with Sir
Samuel Browne on his right hand, and Major
Cavagnari on his left, from the hill above the
Rhat: stream at Gundamuk along the road to
the ey, o distance of three miles. The two
conspivnons moenunted Afghans, riding close be:
hid the Ameer and s new-found English
friends, are Daocod Shah, who is the Sipah Salar
or Commander-in-Chicf of the Afzhan army, and
Habib Ullah Khan, the Finance Minister or
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the Cabul
Government,  Another is Mahomed Hashim
Klian, a son-in-law of the late Ameer Shere Ali.
The gentleman seen throngh the space between
Sir Samuel Browne and Yakoob Khan, ut the
farther side of the roadway, is Mr. Jenkyuns,
secondt Political Oflicer. The guard of  honour
in the rear is formed of a detachment of the 10th
Hussars, nuder Major Wood. - The road is lined
with soldiers of the $5th Regiment (Sikhs) of
Native Infuntry.  Amoung the hills in the back-
ground is that ealled *“the Foriy-fourth Hill,*”
which derives its name from the last’ fighting
staud made there after the retreat and destruc-
tion of the army in January, 1842, by a fow of
the {4l Infantry, who eseajed from the passes
of Jugdnlluk. - The Ameer was courteously en-
tertained by Sir Samuel Browne in the British
camp, and  formal visits of ceremony occupied
the first two days.

VARIETIES.

A Lrssox 1y Humaxiry.—The Japanese are
very kKind to animals.  Professor Morse tells us
that a boy is never reen to throw a stone at a
dog or a bird, and crows come into the city of
Tokio and lodge on the houses. They pay for
their kind treatment, for they act as seavengers,
picking up what rice or fish may fall to: the
ground.  In a crowded thoroughifare he lias seen
a dog lying usleep in the middle of the road.
No aune disturbed him, but earefully turned out
from him. He once threw a stone at’ a ‘dog to
see how he would act. The animal rose. to -his
feet to let the stone pass,and looked surprised,
aud took conly the same. notice” of a second
assault—quite different  from how . a dog be-
Jonging to a Christian would be hkely toact.

AN INTERESTING Lare.~—In the death of Mr
John Slwpyzml, of Frome, in his 24th year, an”
othier Jink has hoen suapped connecting the pre*

sent with the last century.  He was an intirate

friend of John Foster, and made important con-
tributions to the biography of that distinguished
essayist. - Mr. Sheppard printed a. remarkable
correspondence \vhiclx oceurred towards the close
of 1821 between himself and Lord Byron. In
looking over the papers of his deceased wife, who
died almost in the first year of their married life,
Mr. Sheppard cameupon a written prayer which
Mrs. Sheppard had composed at Hastingsin 1814,
in which she pleaded in most affecting language
on belalf of Lord Byron, who was then also so-
journingat Hastings. = Mr. Sheppard transcribed
the paper and sent it with a touching little note,
explaining its authorship, to the illustrious poet.
L.ord Byron teplied in what is perhaps the most
note-worthy letter he ¢ver wrote.

Minitany DrAvGHTSMEN,—Sir Garnet Wolse-
ley and General Crealock, who is now in com-
mand of the lower Tugela division, served toge-
ther as subaltern officers in the 60th Regiment.
Among the many talents they have in common
is exceptional «kill in draugtsmanship, and it
was in connextion with this that a rather amu.
zing incident arose at the relief of Lucknow.
When Lord Clyde made his victoricus entry into
the town, he was surprised to find the external
walls of one of the palaces extensively ornament-
ed with curious pictures, representing a wide
variety of Hindoo gods, but with English faces;
and one and all had the same features, which
happened to be those of a well-known 80th officer.
Evidently some one must have added these heads
to the native artist’s work just before the entry
took place, and the Perthshire volunteers had
no difficuliy in deciding who that ¢ some one”
was. And he had been remarkably Lusy else-
where, for Lord Clyde declared that it was the
very same face which had met him at every dak
bungalow on his road up country—a bald head,
with three hairs sprouting fremn the forehead,
and a Brobdignagian nose swallowing up the
rest of the countenance.

Excuisn Denteacy.—Mres. Mary A, Liver-
more tells the following story of Englich polite-
ness: *““I was once the redipient of a very
markad politeness in London. My husbandand
I received a verbal invitatien from Lady Vilas,
whom 1 had met once or twice pleasantly, to
conte to her house next evening and meet a few
friends of hers. Weaccepted and went. But 1
was deceived by the informality of the invitation®
and supposed it was merely te meet half a dozen
neighbours or intimate friends. So we went out
riding in the afternoon, stopping there on our
way back to the hotel. Judge of my amazement
{0 find the house illuminated and a very large
and brillinnt party assembled in full dress inmy
honour. There' T was in a plain carriage dress,
boanet, black gloves! [ went vight iuto the
house and to the ladies’ dressing-room, whence
1 sent a noie to the hostess saying I had misap-
prehended her invitation and was not in appro-
priate costume. She ran up aml reassured me
by telling me they had come to see wme and
didn’ t care for the dress, and carried me right
down with her.  All in fall dress, and the ladies
without hats, and hair elaborately dressad ; I
with brown dress, bare hands, bownet on. 1
soon recovered the self-possession which the
Jrux pas somewhat El}sturned, and was greeted
with splendid vordiaiity. In a few winutes Mr.
Livermore wdged umu_m} Lehind me and whis-
pered, Didu't you th}nx, Mary, that .111' i})ese
ladies had on white kids when you came in¥" 1
Jooked around, and they were all bare-hunded!
Moreover, 1 observed that a hali-dozen had bon.
aets on. This half a Jozen rapidly incressed,
till we were o majority ; and I syou discovered
that no lady who artived after 1 had removed
Her hat,  Now that is what 1 call politeness '

BracoxsFIELD AND IS HAT.—A correspond-
ent writes :—] trust whoever may undertake
the Boswellian task of recording the idiosynera-
cies of the great men of our time will not over-
look the cowedietta, nightly enacted in the
House of Lords, of Lord Beacousfield and his
hat. When in the lower House Mr. Disrdeli
was noted for the eare which he dis;ﬂayeq in
regard to that particular article of male adorn-
‘ment. Unlike his great rival,he was never known
te-appear in a shabby hat.  Having taken his
seat o the Treasury benel, he would steop down
and gently deposit his **1ilo " as faras possible
under the seat, where it would be safe from the
risk of a chance kick, aund in taking it onut from
its resting place he would mechanically brush it
round with his coat sleeve, prier to putting it
on his head.  Now that the Premier has been
translsted to a more dignified sphere, his hat is
a perennial source of troubls to him. - 'He walks
down the House fromthe Prince’s Chamber with
his wonted jauntiness, takes his seat on the front
Ministerial bench, fixes his eve-glass, and stares
across the table to where the leader of the Op-
position should be, but probably is not, sitting.
Then in an apparent fit of abstraction he bends
forward, thrusts his hat Letween his legs and
finds that it won't go below the seat.  Evident-
Iy astonished at the sudden check - to his' usual
procedure, he solemnly adjusts his eye-glass and
examines the red leather screen which has eaused
it’; then smoothes down the hat with his coat
sleeve, and deposits it under the table in front
of him." 'As the Lord Chancellor rises to put
the question ‘* that this House do now adjourn,”
thocomedy is repented, Lonl Beaconsfield feels
below lim for his hat, is manifestly surprised at
not finding it, awakes out of a brown study, and
picking up the missing article, walks oft. with it
in dignified style.” Whether this amusing scene
is ‘due to long force of habit, or is merely an
intentional eccentricity, 1 am uunable to say;
but 1t is regularly looked for and as regularly
witnessed by the usnal frequenters of the Houes,




