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Pustar and People,

Asgurance of Falth.

The Awgnatinian or Oalvini-iie xyxtem
furnishes the ground of the strongest as-
saranes,  If Ohrist is mine now, He i
wine forever. By the Arminian eystem,
I may be the child of God to-day, and the
child of the devil to-morrow. What seol-
rity oau I have that I shall vver see God’e
face in penru? None exec pta olianca npon
myself.  True, there may be an indefinitc
sort of fanst in God; s vagne hope thai
He will holp ma, but after all He oannat
keep mn from taling on any Armintan
hypothesis, He might deshe to do s0;
His hoart wight yorrn aver me with an
nantterable longing to present mo blqma
losa beforo s face with exceeding joy;
but poor Being, H»s cannot proserve rv,
Hea ononot proverve any of Hia ohildren
into everla-ting lite without ivterfering
with our free agency. Man rules, not
God.

The besrt: of our Arminian brethren are
sounder in theology than their heads, They
hope in God in spite of thelx dostrinal
orrors. They lovs the dootrine ot the
persoverenco of the eaints in faof, while
they deny it in theory.

How much better for head and hoaré to
go togethor ! How much better to have no
gloomy miszivings. no cold fears ereeping
in gerpent-hike over the flower and fruits of
our ohristian experience !

In anothor aspoct of the snbjeel, ouy
dootrines give the only porfeet ground of
agsurance. Vo hold that Christ has done
evorything that was tc be done., IIe has
not only suffored for us; Ho has also
nboyed the law for us; He has closed the
gato of hell, and e has opened the gate

of heavén.
Josus paid it all
All the debt X owe

Hence thore is no condemnation to thom

that are in Christ Jesus; and bheing juati.

fied by faith we have peace with God.
HENRY CLAY,

This great man was at one time con-
siderably annoyed by & debt of {en thous.
and dollare dus the Northern Bank of
Kentucky at Loxington, Some of big

olitioal friends in different parts of tho
%nfon heard of bhis condition, and quietly
raised the money and paid off the debt
without notifyiog Mr. Olay. In utter ig.
norance of what had been going on, he
went o the Bank one day, and addressing
the Cashier, Matthew T. Scolt, so well
known (o commeroial circles twenty years
2go, said :

“* Mr. Scott, I have oalled %o see you in
reference to that debt of mine to the bank.”

“You don't owe us anything,” replied

r, S,
}(&lir. Clay looked inquiringly at him, and
said

 You do not understand me, Mr, Scott,
I omme to see you about that debt of
$10,000 which I am owing the Northern
Bank.”

“You don't owe us a dollar.”

“Wbhy! How am I to understand you!”

“ A number of your friends have con.
{ributed and paid off that debt, and you do
not ewe this bank one dollar.”

The tears rushed to Mr. Olay's eyes, and
unable to speak, he turned and walked oat
of the bank.

This is a faint image of what Jesus has
done for us. He has met our immense
obligations to God's law. He has pur-
chased eternal life for us. Dear Savionr,
we cannot expross our sense of the great.
ness and the tenderness of Thy leva, Let
our tears, our sighs, our sobs, let our
broken utterances and our self reproaches
tell Thee what our lips cannot speak. We
are bought with a price ; therefore may we
wlorify God with our bodies and our spirits
which er Thine.

Driven to the Bible.

One of the uses of affliction is to drive
us to the Word of God for ocounsel and
comfort. In prosperity we do nof so much
foel the nead of the rich treasures contain.
ed in the Bible; but when afiliotions, like
mighty waves, roll over us, so that we are
stripped of all human prospests, and must
rely sitoply on God, then it is that we want
to know what it is onr privilege to obtain
from God by prayer; what God has done
for others under similar ciroumstances ;
what our best course may be under our
peculiar trials, and how we may find relief,
These teachings and dircctions are in the
Bible for us, but how fow search them out
or get a correct understanding of their
practical import without being led to seo
and feel thewr need of them. The closest
Bible-veader will iind occasion, 1 times of
afiliction, to searoh more diligently for tho
deep things of God as revealed to us in
His Word.  Aftor all, we should 10t wait
to be thus driven to the Bible, Fat should
make ourselves so fammliar with its pro-
mises, that wo might always have them at
hand when we need tho directions and
tho comforts which they alone can give us.

If, bowever, we have been neghgent
about searching the Soriptures until we
have brought leanness of sou! wpon our-
golves, it should be esteemod a mercy that
afilictions com¢ npon us and eause us to
feol our:need of the *groen pasturas” of
God’s Word. Who wonld ever learn how
much others could or would help him,
without first being brought into such a
state of depondency as to call for aid?
God often in mercy loads us through dark
paths go that wo may raore olearly discover
our need of His ight, Often He pormits
us to como into such exirsmities as will
drive us £> lay hold upon His strongth
alone. Then it is that wo want to know
more of God. Then it is we flyto His
blessed Word. And, as a bungry man
retishes food, 80 do we relish the Word of
@od when driven to it by afflictlon. Woe
do not wish to be underatood as though we
could not relish the Biblo in days of pros.

erity, but when a deap sense of want
ﬁnde us to soarch and meditate in the law
of the Lord, we do it with unumally keen
appetite and with great satisfaction to our
wouls. DBlesssd is the man that delighteth
in the law of the Lord, and in it dotk
meditate day and night; and blessed be
God for that discipline in life that lesds
us to dissover the hidden ireasures of His
precious Word 1—Exchange.

’ ty of a Public Professlon of
Tho Duty Roligiou.

At midnight, as the cloek etruck twelve,
A mesgenger rang wy door-bell, and an-
rounced that Mrs. D. was very siok and
wished to 506 me gt once. 1nthe darkness
of the night, aided by the glimmer of a fow
street:lnmps, I hastened to the house. On
outering it and segending the aisirs, I heard
groans and exolumations that indicatcd
the deepost distress,  The house was bean
titully tarnished, and bore nll the warks of
cowfort and luxury. Appronching the bed,
I erxtonded my hend to the snfforer, a
youny wite and mother, who had been
suddeniy prostrated by diseage, I asked
her the cause of her aoygnish. BShe repli
ed: “ I am about to die, and I hiave nover
mnde a public profession of my faith in
Christ,  Oh 1’ she added, *if 1 could ouly
live long enough to unite with the churoh I
would willingly die. Pray carnestly that
I may be spared just long enough to attend
to this duty ! 1 canndientoreteruty with-
out doing it.” .

Moved by her decp dintress and agoniz-
ing tones, I reforvod to her belief in tl}e
Saviour whioh she had expresged to me in
the past; for at different times for two
years I had conversed with her in regard
to her soul's salvation, and finding that
she gave evidence of being a disoipls of
Christ, I had urged her to come out from
the world, and make & publio profession of
her faith, One excuse that she had given
was .ot alie was waiting for hor husband
to take this step with hor, .

In my attempts to offer what consola ions
tho ciroumstances of the case pormitted, I
attorly failed to soothe hor troubled spirit.
Her passionate appoals, the decp agony
depiote ] upon her countenance, and her
ories to me to know what she should do,
revoaled & degree of distress over this neg.
leoted duty, such as I never befors wit-
nessed.

After the most {ender expressions of
sympathy, and quoling some of the Sorip-
tural promises, I knelt by her side, aud
fervontly prayed that God would extend
Hie meroies to hor and spare her life, that
the earnest desire of her heart might be
gratiied.  On leaving hor, I promised fo
ocall again early in the morming, though,
from her appearance, she did not geem to
bein such immediate danger of dying as
shesupposed. Early in the morning I re.
turned to the house, and the orape on the
door told me that all was over. She diad
about two hours after I left, her mind un-
relieved to the last. .

God had given to this lady many preoi-
ous opport:nities for professing her faith
in Jesus. This most important Christian
duty and exalted privileged she had neg-
lected. She had been kindly and repeat.
edly urged to obey the Saviour's command
—"This do in remembrance of me,” She
was {.miliar with the declaration of Christ
{(Matt, x. 82, 88): “ Whosoever therefore
shall confess Me before men, him will I
confese algo before my Father which is in
heaven. But whosoever shall deny me
before men, him will I also deny befors
my Father which is in heaven.

In the light of this sad case, how im.
pressive are these words of our Saviour.
The original word here rendered confess
is the same that is elsewhere {ranslated

rofess, a8 in 1 Tim. vi. 12—* And has pro.
ensed a good profession before many wit.
neeges,” The duty here inounloated is &
public profession of the believer's union
with Christ ; bis hope of salvation through
the atoning sacrifice on the cross; his
free and full testimony to the divinity, in.
carnation, death, and resurrcoiion of the
Son of God; and the public consecration
of himself and all he possesses to the ser-
vice of God. This duty is performed when
the believer separates himeélf from the
world and unites with the chureh, which
ig Christ’s body, and of which He is the
living head. ‘* Whosoever therefore will
do this,” the Lord Jesus says, “him will I
confess also beforo my Father which isin
heaven.” He will profess or acknowledge
before his Heavenly Father, the Sovercign
of the universe, and all the holy angels
that suoh are bis frionds, aod joint heirs
with him of the hely inheritance.

‘Whatever diversity of opinion may pre-
vajl in regard to the iraportance of making
a publio profession of religion, and what-
ever speculations may be indulged with re-
forence to the final condition of those who
privately express their belief in Christ, and
Yot noegleot to profess Him before men, it
is olear that Obrist and His Apostles lny
greai stress upon the duty weare consider-
ing. ‘They present it as an essentizl proof
of gennine faith ; as an evidence of a trne
and ardent love for the Saviour; and ag
a means of growth in grace and in the
| knowledge of the Lord. St. Panl in bia
! Epistla o tie Romans rays ts. 9, 1« %I
thoushalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
JTosus, and shalt believe ia thine heart that
God bath reired Him from the dead, thou
shalt be saved. For with the heart man
believ_th unto righteousness; and with
the moutlt confession is made urfo sal-
vation.”

1t is equally evilent that if Christ is to
havo & visible church on the earth, Ilis
diseiples mus? separats from the world and
publicly confess Him., In Ephesians v,
25, 27), we are told that * Olirist loved the
church, and gave himsolf forit . . . .
that he might present it to himself a glorl.
ous church, not having epot, ar wrinkle, or
ary suoh thing, but that it should be holy
and without a blemish.” But howis it to
be accomplished, except through an organ.
izad body of kelisvers who have come out
from the world and publicly avowed their
ullegiance to Him.

Nothing can bo clearer than that the
place for a OChbristian is the Church of
Christ. Xore he becomes a vital part of
the organization, Here he recocives the
commands from .he leader of the hosts of
God’s elect, and comos under tha blessings
of His * excceding great and precious pro.
mises.”” Hore his influonco is greatly aug.
mented, Here he i a branch of the trus
vine, and may glorify God by bearing
much frnit (John xv. 8), Hers, having ful-
filled the spiritual conditions of member-
ship, he is a member of the body, of which
Obrist is the head, and derives his inspira.
ation and strengih from a divine souroe.
Henceforth he lives and sots with Him
who said : ¢ All power is given unto Me in
heaven and in earth” (Matt, xxviil, 18).—

Dr. R. W. Clarke, in Chris. Intelligencer,

The Iituaf of the Temple.

Every morning befora the break of day
the Captain or ohicf vtileer of the Templo
yuard openod the door of the oconrt, where
tho prlests in residenco for the weok had
slopt for the night, nnd the precession of-
ten pasead xound the court in white robes
wnd bara foet to kill tho morning sacrifics,
Asg the flvst rays of the rising sun struok
upon the golden lamyp ubove the poreh, the
trumpeats sounded ; apd those of the priests
who hisd drawn the lot entored the temple
for the offering of incensv. That was the
momeont, if any, fur uny preternatural visi.
tation (o the prisste. Then thoy esms out,
and having slan the lawb on ~ the altar,
thoy pronounoed the benediction, the only
velic of the sacerdotul office whioh has con-
tinued in the Jewish Chureh to our own
timo. On greater days the solemnitics
wore incroased, but the gonoral plan was
thoe ruae, and it was this worship, with its
sacrifloial shambles and its mmuro mechan-
18w, that furnished the ohief material for
tue thoologioal disoussions and occolesiasti-
cal regalations of the Jewish Churoh of that

oriod, The High Priest was «t:ll to be

opt from falling asleep on the eve of the
great tast, by pinching him and by reading
to him what were thought the most exoit-
ing parts of the Bible. Five times over in
that day had Lo to take off and put on his
oight articlos of pontificial dress, and on
ool oceasion, bohind a curtain pat up for
the purposo between him and the poople,
he planged into the great swimming bath
or pool, which, if he was old or infirm, was
heated for him. Ho then put on all
hig gilded garments—gont's hair gilt—to
ponoirate into the innormost sanctuary
and eprinklo the blood, hke holy water,
round the pavement cight times, checking
his movement, hike tho officer who laid on
stripes on an offender, by numbering them,
When he camo up he was thrice to utier
the benediotion, when all were hushed in
deep stilluess to catch the awful Name—
which then only in each year of an Isracl-
ite’s lifo could be heard—pronounced in
that silenco so distinetly that, in the exag-
gorated Rabbinieal traditions, its sound
was belloved to reach as far ss Jericho. . .
The story of the seapegoat still continued,
though it had all the appearance of & terri-
fied ritual in its last stage of dooadence.
The oreature was couveyed from the Tem-
ple to Olivet on a raised bridge to avoid the
jeers of the irreverent pilgrims of Alexan-
drin—who used to pluck the poor animal's
long flakes of hair with the rude cries of
% @et alongand away with you!” Then he
was handed on from keeper to keeper by
short s¥ages over hill and valley. At enoh
hut where he rested nu obsequions gnide
said to him, * Bero is your food, here is
yourdrink." The last in this strange suc-
cession led him to a precipice above the
fortress of Dok, and hurled him down, and
the signal was gont back to Jernsalem that
the deed was accomplished, by the waving
of nandkerehiefs all along the rocky road.
—Dean Stanley's Lectures on the History
of the Jewish Church.

Faith and Secience.

Last 8abbath morning week, Rev. John
Hall, D.D., selected as his text the third
verse of the eleventh chapter of the book of
Hebrews : * Through faith we understand
that the worlds were framod by the word
of God. 8o that things whioch are seen
were not made of things which do appear.”
In the course of his sermon hesaid :

“ The statemontin the first verse of the
first chapler of Genesls, that in the beginn-
ing God oreated the heavens aud tho earth,
is the strongest mode of stafing the fact
furnished by the Hebrew language, It
states that the world is a ovoature; that
matter is created in an artiole of faith,
Not 8o, however, is it that the world was
necessarily created in six literal days of
twenty-four hours ensh.  We may view the
verse last quoted as an introduction of all
therest of the first chapter of G.nesis in
stating that matter was made. The
Fourth Commandment has beon nsed ag
an argument in fayor of the theory that
the days mentioned were periods of twen.
ty-four haurs, but the essence of reason for
the Divine resting was not the number of
hours of resting, but the proportion of
time, which recalls Dr, Chalmers's beanti-
ful suggestion that in dividing the soven
decades of 2 man's life he should use the
first gix of them in aclive work and the
last of them as its Sabbath. But gome
may say that thig theory of periods of oroa-
tion has been inventod for the purpose of
answoring the assaunlts of modern geolo-
gists. A glanoo at tho history of the two
theories is a suflicient answer,

*“ St. A ,gustine, whom you all know not
only a8 u groat theologian, but also, like
St. Paul, of ngh literary and sciontific ao-
quirements, snggested the theory that the
world was created during periods as dis
tingmishod from days. Loouardo da Vinoi,
& man of usiversal and wonderful gonius,
about the sixteenth century, was tho first
to call attention to the study of geology,
and as & science it has had but little stand.
ing until the present contury; so that twe
find that the Bible has been the leador of
scientifio thought; that imperfoot rcionco
has caused misunderstanding of its state-
mentg, and that upon further progress of
soience its porfect truth has beon estab-
hished.

“ Mon of scicnos are wont to regret that
theologianado not know a little of neienco,
and so I frequontly regrot the 1guorance of
soicntists of Greek, Hobrow and eapacially
of logic. Thero s n great diffsronco bo-
tween collecting fucts and reasoning upon
them. A simple 1llustration coined for the
purpose will exLibit this point. Suppose
& max comesto me snd says that on the
first of January, 1877, we shall be on a
gold basis because the price of coal has
fallen, and insists that I shall beliove this.
I ask him his reasons, and he says that he
has just been to the gold mines of Coiora.
do and the coal mines of Pennsylvania. I
vonture o differ with him, not seeing the
logical connection, He triumphantly asks
me whether I have sver been inio & ocoal
mine, then whether I have ever been into
& gold mige, Itell him that I hiave never
been into either. He saysthat he has besn
in both, aud I aay that I possess remson-
ing faculties and shall insist upon exercis-
ing them uﬁon the faols whioh he has de-
rived from his observation.

“ There is nothing in the point that there
are diversa readings of Soripture. I would
ask whether thore are not diverse roadings
of fossils 2 Falth reats on the testimony of
the living God, Lot me illustrate this, so
thet the ohildren may undorstand what I
mean.  Supposs & boy, tho son of & father
who lived in a foreign conntry, has loft to
him by his fathor'a will, his ‘estato and a
history of his oarly daya and of his family.
In tho latler he finds au aceount of the old
sohool houcs, where his father was faught,
the fields in whish he playod, and the
friends with whom ho associated. The
bay gous baok to hug father's homs, vielts
tho old school hinage and meets s fathor's
frionds, Now, bscanse he mects frlends of
his father not mentioned in the history,
does he baliovo that the whole story is
falso? Every lawyer will tell youn that
omispion is not sontradiction. The office
of scicnce s to corroborate the Word of
God, even in thoso vioat advancel in t heir
condition. It is publioly oconforsed, and
espocially in geology, whoers mitericls are
8o soattored and the gaps o mauny, that it
cannot bo rolied on for svidenco auninst the
tostimony on the other sile. BEspecially
doss this apply to reeent writings. A
writer in Applotons® ¢ Eacyelopedin,’ ap-
parently en oarnest belivver in the doatrine
of evolution, states that discoveries made
in rogard to sponges in 1872 change entiro-
ly the duotrine of evolution. 8o that thess
people claim to overthrow the Mosaic ne-
count by a theory invented within four
years."”

“ What did He Do Ahout It { "

The mystery of iniguity works—so
subtly and mightily in ths hoart of man
and in the world, that thore aro times whon
all attempts to moot ard ovorcome it seem
vain. The regular means of grace are
ofton balf abandoned, as if they proved
insuflicient, and moral reforms aro brought
forward to supplement, if not snpersede
them. And yet thore is a great longing
for apostolic days, and a wonder what
Paul would do, if he were plased in the
discouraging ciroumstances by which we
are surrounded.

But it is ovident that the world is no
worse at this time than it was when those
immediately commissioned by the Savisar
wore gent forth to pull down the strong-
bolds of Satan and administer the only
true antidote for the all pervadiug poison
of sin; and if we wish to know what the
apostles would do now, we oan best learn
it by finding out what they did then.
Nor is it hard to get at the truth of the
matter.

When Paul went fo Corinth, that city
was about a8 * bad as any the world has
since known. The most debasing form of
vice was indulged in unblughingly, and the
best religion that oultivaled Greece had
yet known gave it sanction. Genius had
exhausted its highest powers in building
monuments and statutes to those &8 much
distingnished for their profligacy as their
talents, and the finest expressions of art
perpetuated the obsoene. The temple of
Venus orowned the Acrocorinthus, and to
that temple were attached a thousand
beautiful but lewd women, who, under the
cover of holyrites, pandered to the passions
of ocitizens and strangers.

To this place the apostle went, about
soeventeen years afler the orucifixion of
our Lord, and when the power of His
resurrection was but little known in the
world. The representative of the gospel
was & sore-eyed person, of contemptible
bodily presence, and there was little in
his outward appearance to commend him
to men. He went, as he himse)f tells us
“in weakness and fear, and much trem.
bling;” for notwithstanding his faith in the
divine cormomission, he was often * cast
down.” He had eeon too much of the
vain glory of art in Athensto be greatly
interested in Corinthian columns and gush.
ing fountaine, He had made a most adroit
and conrteous address on Mars Hill with
so little success, that ho had but poor con.
fidence in splendid diction, nud afterwards
wrote to the Corinthirns : ** I came to you,
not with wisdom of words or excellency uf
speach,”

Still, there was tho world’s olvilization
and the world’s sin confronting bim.
What did he do aboutit? Did he go to
gome retired morchant and soliolt a sub-
seription to build & churoh, snd thus ap-
proach his work money-end fcremost?
Hush | hush! Did he try to get the en-
dorsement of leading oitizons and scholars
to give himself prestige ? No, no; a thous.
and timesno! Did ho go to the palaces of
the rich, that the truth might flow from
aristocratio heights upon thoe humbler
olasses of men? No. Ho commenced his
work in thetent factory of Aqaila, probably
on some back street, and doubtless among
tho toiling maechanies.

And what then? Did he inaugurate
human refor~s that were to raisc men
up to Christ? Did he establish zn anti.
laseivious society, and get men to sign a
pledge, as if there was power in the un.
aided human will by which the ovil in men
could be overcome ? Did he sond Prigeilla
out ot a crusade, to sing before tho temple
of Venus ? No; ho preached tho simple
Gospel of Him, whoso regenerating, Lolp-
ing power alone could reach and eradicate
tho sin, and in twé years there arose in
that vile city a congregation that bad a
wondrous history, a congregation that was
in the world and Lad its besetmonts of
fulse doolrines—n congregation some of the
membera of which were onticed by the
lusts of the flesh, requiring his rebuke, as
his epistles <how ; but & congrogation that
grew in grace until its fame has filled the
whole oarth—Reformed Messenger.

Prraci Christ to sinners and bring indi-
viduals into followship with God,and you do
more for the Master than all the conven-
tious that ever assemblod to palaver about
the names and leagues and assoociations for
maesinga heterogeneonshost of professors of
religion into unmiformity of Ohurch regimen-

TaE past 16 not} the huos ‘n which'tis dreat
Fond momory stpplies.

The future is not ; hope-born in the breass
Its fancied joy arise.

The present {x not; like the lightning's

glosm

L4 brief illusions seem.

Thisis the lite allotted nnto man—

A memory, a fleeting moment's span;

o]

Canon of the Old Testament.

No onrlior diveot statoment of the nym.
bor of the benks of the O Testamwct ix
found than that given by Josoplu-, and
that is not freo from ditfioulty, I, votnty
up the books which are jostiy held to Ly
divine as inoluding five books «f Mosg,
thirteen prophets, and iour eontaingng
hymue and rules of lifs, Uho torri wuukey
ap twenty-two, tun number of lefto g
the Hobraw alphshet. It ix not easy,
however, 80 to urrange tho bouks of the re.
coived canon, even takimg the bwelve tamop
prophets as a single bo.k, as to brivy the
number of each group into barwony with
Josephus’s stutoment,

Singularly onough, the oarliost netual
lrst of named books is given by a Ohri,.
tian, not by a Jewish aathovity, Moeltto,
Bishop of Sardia (A.n. 179), made a gpueial
inquiry into the exast numbor of sacred
books, and enumerates all that wo have,
oxcopt Nebomiah aund Esther, of whioh it
may bs conjectured thas thoy woro groap-
ed with Esdras or Liaa, as belonging to
the same poriod, Origen gives the Jewish
nurabor {wenty-two, bt adds the Epistla of
Jorewmish to Baruoh, which we now fingd
in the Apoerypha. Piactioally, howovor,
the views of Obristendom on the subjeot of
the Canon of the Old Testament have heen
fashionod moreby the nuthority of Jerome
than of any other writer. To him we aws
the broad linu of demarcation betweon the
canonical and apoeryphal books.

The books rocogmized as sacrod by the
Jows of Palestine corresponded olosely with
those of our present Bible, and so far ag
wo wmay judgo from the writings of Philo,
tho great Alexandrian interpreter of the
first century, the Jews of that oity rocog-
nizod the same books and no others, The
literary notivity of Alexandria led, how-
ovor, to the composftion of othor books in
Greek, or to translation from Arumaic
booke, and these wero read as religious and
edifying books, first by Jows and after-
wards by Obristiane, . . . Inthis way
what is known as the Septuagint or Greek
version of the Old Testamont (from the
tradition that it was made by seventy el
ders summoned from Jerusalom by Ptole.
my Philadelphus, n.c, 271) presented a dif-
ferant order, and included other books than
:pe Hebrew Bible as it was read in Pales.

ine,

The volums thus mudo up was widely
spread in the fitet contury among the Hel-
lenietic or Grook-spoaking Jews, aud though
not read in their synagogues, was exten-
sively studied in private. . . . It na-
turally fell into the hands of Greek-speak-
ing converts to the Obristian faith, Ifthey
were Jews, or under the influence of Jew-
ish opinion, the traditions of tho Palestine
sobools would keep them steady in their
jndgments ns to the relative authority of
the two sets of books thus brought toge.
ther. But those who wore converts from
heathenism would naturally take the
volume ag a whole tnd make no distine-
tion. . The tendoney was for the
most par} in this direotion ; and one of the
earliest extant MBSS. of the Bepinagint
version—the Alexandrian—one used in
Christian worship, contains' & Psalm of
David after his viotory over Goliath, and
Paalms of Solomon, which are not found
even in our apocrypka. When the Seplua-
gint was translated into Liatin for the bene.

t of Christians in Rome and Afrioa, there
was still less—removed as they were one
step farther from the founiain.head-—to
check this tendenocy, and a spucious Apooa-
lypse, like the Second Book of Esdras,
which had not even a Greek original, was
roceived as part of the Soriptures of the
Old Testament,

The drift in this direstion was happily
stemme by the scholarship and spirit of
inquiry of the great Jercme, When houn-
dertook the work of jrevising the existing
Latin versions, and, where necessary,
translating anew, he determined to quali-
fy himself for his task by learning Hebrow.
With this view, when at his hermitage in
Bethlebom, boe put himself under the
teaching of a Jew, and was thus brought
into contact with tho Palestine tradition as
fo the ocanon, which the Rabbinio gohools
had never modified. He recognized that
they were in this respect true to their vo-
cations &g those to whom had been committ.
ed the oracles of God, and adopted their
canon. In his prologues and introluotions
%o the several books of the Old Testament
he traced, more distinetly than had been
done before by any writer of equal authori-
ty, the Jewish line of demarcation as to
the books which wera in the Hobrew canon.
And though he did not axolude them from
his version, and followad, for the most
part, the order of the Ssptuagint, he fixed
on thom the name of {pocrypha. His
great contemporary, Augastine, less under
the influnence of Hebrow tradition, was less
clear in his estimato, aud ossillated in his
langunage, and could not bring himsolf to
disparage what the wholo Chuareh had ap
to that time recoived with scaroely a ques-
tion.

The result of the conflict of authority was
that Western Christondom was for about
a thousand years more or loss divided on
this point. The term * Apocryphs ” wag
seldom used as.Jerome had used it, and
¢ Boclesiastical ” took its place, as indicat-
ing that the books 80 oallod wore read and
acknowledgoed by the Church. The greater
infloence of Augnstine, and we may add,
the fact that the two sats of books were not
divided from each other, ever in Jerome's
version, gave gradnally a preponderaunce to
the Septuagint rather than to the H.orew
oanon, and it was not till men undertook
once again the work of translation, and
thus eame in closer contaoct with Jerome’s
writings, or with the Xebrow text, that
the old distinetion was revived. Thus Wie-
lif, though he kept the books in their old
order, epoke of the non-Hebrew books as
Apoorypha. Luther, in his first edition of
his complets German Bible (A.D. 1534),
grouped the greater part of the apoor Yha

cgother, as * books whioh were not of like
worth with Holy Soriptures, yet were good
aud useful to be read,” Coverdalo, with a
strange exception in favor of the Book of
Baruch, places the books apari ss ¢ not
held by eccleainstioal dootors in the snme
re%uto o4 the other Soriptures.” (ranmer's
Bible followed this arrangoment, but nsed
quite inaecurately the middle term * Haglo-
grypha " (holy writings) instead of ‘*Apoo-
rvpha.’—Bills Edusator, published by
Caaell, Petier, and Galpin
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