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COLLEUTING SIALL BEBTS
The lcwcessitY for abime impreveniont in the

Is, reipectifg the collection of sniall debta,
lias becu braught vory forcibly t- the at-
teotion of tho Mdanitoba .1egislaturo this ses.
sien. Soveral deputations have'been betoro
momberq of tha government or commaittees
of tho legislature, with, tho obj2at ot pressing
this maut upon the attentiun of Our logis.
lators. The twvo re3olutieons pasiod by the
Business Mocn's convention, oe dealiveg with,
tho collection ot sinall dobts, and thu other
referring to tho exemption laws. have bcon
brought tn the attention Of, the gOverament
by a deputatioi tram, the Winnipeg board
of tiade. 'Jhoso resolutions wero published
in Tho Commercial lest week.

Besides the resoltitianc of the 13 xsinos
Men'8 convention, the Winnipeg Caterers'
associaticn had a deputatioii balore the law
amendniont,3' committeo, te, a for improve.
menus in the law regarding the obtaining ot

r judgmeint3* and in regard to garnishinent.
The Winnipeg Retailers association also,
teeli up th(% saine matters with the logislators,
and asliod that the c&ast ot isque of g irniishee
ana soimmons be se reduced ai not toeoxceod
$1.50, and tUnit the amount of exeption from
gatnisbreelt bc reduced te $25.

Ufr. Teicbman, ot the Retai!ors' association,
nade the statement before the Iaw amend-

D ments' coiniittee. that the association land
lately appointait a committeo to watch those
attending the first concert of 2Nad.rne, Al-
bani, and there it was discoverod that white

g the creditors were generally satisfied with $1
sats, the debhors, on the centrary, were on-
eupicg the high priced chairs. This dis.
closes a state of affairs that is net at ail now
te busines mon in this city. Thore are

p hundrodsocf people from. whom nothing eau
te collocted, who always have monoy te
spend fer theatres, baIls, and general, amuse-

gments. For soa ycars tho tendancy in
Manitoba, and the Territeries aise, bas bom
te chaDge the law in tho direction of afford-
Mn incrcased protection te dead buats and

persos unwilliiig te pay thoir debta. WVe
have heen increa3ing exemptions and mabing
it more difflcult for creditors te obtain their

'I rights. It is now bigh turne that soma
change was made, first, in the direction of
reduacing costs of tagal action: secondly, in
renatring the kaw more effective in reaèhing
the debtor who wili not pay, and thirdly in
mdeicig ecmptions. Basineu mon do not
ask for the catira romoval et the exemptions,

* but it is reasonabla te expeot that ocfe
the tendeeov shouid ba in the direction of
the reinurai of exemptions.

0118 Effecteof the exemption hi-w 'ans bean te
=rote a demand for special privileges te, cer-
tiu Persns. Ilonca we have sncb laws as
th tl Ireshers-' lien mw,. etc:, giving preteren-
lial dlaims te certain persons. The genorai

effctf secaiclass legislation o. t.his na-
tue l, bad. Snich ]awa are in tha main cb-

moxiouq, thaugh possible o=~ption sbould bo
made in tho case cf lvage-o:îrnors.

Through eil thesa exemptions end spe2ýiù,
privileges, the country moerohiants. who supt-
plies the farmner with sue.h necessitios o! lite
as food and ciething. is the lat protected ot
all. If any chass should ho 8pocially priva-
legead iii the niatter of collections, il, is the
count.ry morcobant, but in aur victous sys-
tain cf exemptions andl special privilegosq, the
country mercharît, who Ottion carnies the
[armera thraugh trying circunastancos, is,
loft with the least protection et tho tuer.

ORGANIZAV!Oi OF B1J8INES3 ASOI-
ATIONS.

The fir8t resolution pas3ed et the Business
Meoi's convention, lield rocontly est Winni-
peg, vas one in lavor ef the arganization o!
business asocia' ions ot sema kiad in touons
and villages throuahout the country. It is
very important that business mon shonld
have soman means et comînunicating with
cach othor, en, that the consensus of opinion
ameng business moin upon auy important
matter whioh came tep. could be obtained.
tf soe sort et a business assoaciation were,
established in the towag ns d villages
throughont the cnuntry, it would ba a coin-
parativoly easy matter te oabtain the opinions
et the business men upon any question. It
is often dosirable that concorted action
thould ho talion by tliobu2ino'as mon through-
eut tho country, but .without organiziaion,
it is almeet impossible te obtain this end.*The Winnipog- board of rra-te has at turnes
beon nxiaus te, seoure tho opinions et the
busines3 mon or socuro their as4iýtanc9 in
f urtberiug semai desic'eble ulbjtet, but it hais
not been practicai te, carry out sncb desirt-s
on account of thp tact that et a groat xnany
points the business mun were net orgauized.
Fermons, mochduic-s, anmd otheri have their
organizatiens andi why should nlot the busi-
ness Dion erganizs associations ef soma kind.
Following is the resolutien passed àt the
convention, upon this; Subject :

Moved by %Y. G. McLare3n, seconded by J.
WV. Whitman, and resolveai, -"Whereas, it
would ba o! great advamtago, te the busineu
mon of Western Canada if sema meaus ex-
isted that would enable thoa ini one town or
village te meet tegether for the consideration
et matters of common interest and te coin-
municate with those ini other touons and
villages. and wherca?, buards e[ trade may
ha incerporated onily in places baving a
population et 2,500, naaking it impossible te
establish such boards in sait places; and
whereas, this convention considers that soe
forte et trado councils, with a simple ferrm
of cianstitution and by-laws, might be in-
augurated amd made workabla; ho it ré-
solved, that this convention appoint a cein-
mittae (te be naaned by thé chairman) te,
draft such ferre et constitution and by:laws
as nîay lie deemed necessary; end furthor,
that members; ot this convention agrea te
talie stops te gave a fair tria. te the attempt
te establiali such trade counacils in the towns
and villages where thay roside."1

As a a'eult of the action of the convention,
a mareý ba alréndy been made at soma points
te carry eut titis programma. Emerson le

tho first place te organize. Tho business
mon enu caîl their'associations by any nme
that they lieo, suob as boards et trad;, huai-
ness assocations, etc. There is mot.hing te
provont the use et the words "board of trade"
in the amailer teowns. It la oniy thui inc«.-
poratien of the amoseatian under theacst
wbioh euînnot bo obtained in a tewn ef lesa
than 2.600 population. But it is flot at iall
nacessery te have an inorporeaed beard of
trade, te have an active association et busai-
ness mon. It is only nocessary that the
business mon aboulai ergaxiiza an association,
and koep Up the erganization. Thora will ho
plemty of subjoots of local interest ta lcce3p
suob associatiei.s buey, and eccasionally sub-
jects of goneral internat wiii <amé up Tipon
whîch. it rnay ho desirablo that the different
associations shouid taise united action. A
comamittea, compoeed et members et the
%Vinnipeg board o! trade, vas appointedl at
tho conventi on to draw up constitution and.
by-lawa, suitable for the gavernrnont af huai-
ratais asslociations in thé sanailer towns, copiga
et which will be ebtainable on application
te thé secrotary of the Winnipeg beardi. a;
soon as they are ready for distribution. It ià
te ho hoped an orgesaizatien wiii bo eteted.
in oeary town in the province and territories.

HAIL IIMIIRA1OE BAIN.
Referring agein ta, the qustion ot bail

insuranrir, Tho Commrercial wishes toexaplain
that it is flot oppmsd te a, provincial goverfi-
ment syssein et bail insurance, provided
that i. is carried eus vu a bui ess
béais. The prorosaIaso e r mado im the
legislature howaivesr, are altegrther wrang in
pnanciple. and it is te ho hoped tO gOVerL-
ment wiii du its duty hy epposing amy suob
measures.

We have been for year3 advocating rnixed
farming in thîs country. but bore is a pro.
posaI te discïiminate directly against muired
farming. The Prorosal te rause a fund for
bail insurance purp<ases, by levyintz a gou-
erail and tas, siniply incaus thet tho farmer
who devotrs bis lanîd largely te dairying or
stock .reesing, would be taxed te provide bail
insurance for the large grain grever.

The princirle ef such a law, it niuet be
evident te any oe, is most objectioz ablo. It
is discnirninating and vicions. Why shonjal
the Dow setter, wbo bas been able te bring
but a eiali1 pùrtion of bis farmn under culti-
vation, ho taxed te prateet the large wheat
grever? Wby shenla the strnggling former,
who bas started rith very limnited means,
and who bas beeu able te accurnulate suffi-
ciaint plan t te work enaly twenty-five or Jflty
acres, hé taxed te protect thé wéil-te-de
farmer 'who eau cultivete '200 or U00 acrca.
The wbolo thing la vrong in pnintiple, a .nd,
it would. cortainly appeer te hé6 the duty cf
the goverfiment te, oppose 'the propoSei
mensures.

If thé government decides te tase' up the
ques tien et bail insuraxice, The Commercial.
wili flot oppose any. measnre fondc On 'or
dicary business principles. Rail insurance,
as wa bava said before, is enly eone fo-rr Of
insurance, flot differing in its essential buai-
nm princilél from, life iflauranco ortr
insurence. Only those -whoraceive the prg-


