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fércanning. lnthsdirectionithoro appears toba
an opeuing for aut indtistiy whiclî wolld relieve
this congcsted condition of the f.~ic romt
accutmulattions of cheap cuts, andI whlîih at the
aine tino elhould provo a profitable itivet,%inent.

BUTTER!
On saveral occasions laut sutumer Tuic CoN,-

NIERCIAL sonded a warning ta the trado re-
garding butter, It wias pointecd out that the
prices boing paid by retallers tw thoir 2%istomers
for butter were higher than the mar-ket wouid
stand, and that, somobooy voujl bave-o lotoi.
It appears, however, that nothing but platiain
axperienco wiil sufico te tborougbly impreis
the wiedom of a certain course upon lthe minds
of mont people. So far as the butter question
is conccrned, titis practical experienco hias now
been gaincd by manry dealersa in this country,
very much te their sorrow. It is now beyond
a doubit that very hcavy lasses ivill bc made by
inany Manitoba morchants in thoir butter trado
of lait semoi. Evcrybody holding any consid-
arable quantity of butter in the country, bouglit
at the usual prices paid tw farimers lait season,
will certainly loac in tha transaction. Coming
in a close season like the prescut, titis lais ib
cspcciaiiy regretable. ItL ad tecoulie, hoever,
and noir that it lias corne, iL in to, bc hopedl tho
exparience gained ivill net b o bt.

The number of country dealers now holding
large quantities ci butter, cannot of course bc
accurately stated, but it is considerable. To
these the boss will be sevore. Round lots of
butter have recently been dispo3ed of in the
neighborhood of 1'2 cents per portad, which cost
country dalaers fromn this figure ait the wviy tir
to 20 cents per pound. The lass on a transa,;-
tien of this nature ivili bc apparent. Last fall
xi considerably botter price coula have been ob-
tained, but matny refuscd te soit, hoping for a
better effet-, notwithstandiug, the knewledge
that butter begina tw deteriorate in value the
moment it a mnade. Last fat! there was 3ome
demand f rom British Columbia for butter and a
considerable quantity could have bt-en dispesed
af in that quarter, theugh nt baul the British
Columbia narket,, are limited. But hel(lers
bera wanted tee high prices, and consequently
butter was shipped !rom Ontario, through ?ifan-
iteba, to British Columbia. Latcr on quan)tities
of Manitoba butter wcre shipped te the ceast,
but tee late te meet îvith rcady sale, as tha
markets were overstocked, aud fresh butter was
arriving frem the Statcs te the south. New
thera is ne market but te ship eastward, îvhich
meaus that very kàow priccs miuet be acceptcd.

WVith the experienca slow gained, the butter
question may be considerct as practically net-
Lied. Next saison met-chants wii ne doubt bc-
gin tw take butter only at loecr -%r*4c3 thati
they bave paid heretotore. The wholc qjuestion
eu be summed up in a few words, namnely:
Buy butter cheap enougb. Bereaftcr butter
muet bc bougbt on a basis ef prices which wiil
allow ef shipment eut, if necessary, without
boss.

There is anether peint whicb aboula be mon-
tioned. A gofd deat of butter is takeon ie trade,
and nome deulera seem te think that if they
makre a profit on thair gords, ana seli the butter
at about cost, tboy are doing very welL This
tas net a correct business principto te go upon.

Dealers should handie butter se as ta louve a
probable mat-gin ecd way. They shonuid buy
se as ta leava a cicar iargin ont tliu butter, as
weil as the nat-gini on the gonds bartered for
the butter. Thora is consîdcrable trouble, ex-
pense andi risk inlu audiing butter, and sentie
niai-gin should be allowetl for thia;. Where ne
mat-gin is allowed fer hiandliug the butter, Inde.
pendent of tha margin on geode, the profite
up-ii the 1 itter ivili bc considcrabiy rcduccd
by the cost et liandling the butter. A tuer.
chant iuiglit as wiel say tlîst because ho lias
marie a profit ot ise tant sna te John Smithî,
hù ivili in future soli the said Mr. Snîith at cost,
as te consider that because hoe hias madie a profit
on geodn traded for butter, a ulirezt, profit on
the sale ef tbe butter is net to looked for.

The pt-be which may be safely pait1 for butter
In £Manitoba next seasen irill of course depend
upon the outlook in out8ide mat-ketq. ilt
preserit quetatins ut Toronto snd Montreal
range front 10 te 14 cents per pound for
ordinary medium te geond dairy grades. In
esateru markets butter is graded andI sold nmerc
in accordance wiitt cîuslity than it s )rare. A
great deal et our western butter wouili net grade
over mnedium in exitera markcets, and wouid
thercore bc wvortit iu the neighbotbiood et 10
or 11 cents pet pouridl in these markets. Some
special liues of dairy butter, sucli as caiter2
townships, are tjneted over 14 cente in casteru
mnarkets, but over Il cents ceuld net be exiieet.
ed for but a very limited tItiantity of aur
western butter. On tho prescrit lisis ot prices
cait, fromn 8 te 10 cents pet- peund in the i-ery
buat that country dleaicra in Manitoba cotild
afford te shloi custemers for the article. Titis
woubd only Ica"~ front tiv te four cents pet-
pound te coiver the cost of buying rand liandling,
frebght, commission charges, besides îvhieh
a saal margie should bc ailowed for profit.
The country dealer simuld abiow a mat-gin of
about twe cents per pound te cever test et
liandling and provide a sm. 'l profit. TI.en thera
are freight charges, cost ef sl'ipping and profits
ot the wholesale preduce dealer, or cemmission
charges. It is theretore evident that anything1
over ten cents per poued on the proscrit basis ef
prices, wouit be more thau the country deaiser
coutid safeby puy te bis cuistemers for good dairy
butter. ______________

The sliortage et fce<1 titis winter ie sontie sec-
lions ef the country, will caîl in question tha
advisubiiity et burning straw. It in the custom
tbroughout titis country te bure the straw im-
ncediately alter tbreshieg. Thousands andi huit.
dreds of thousunds of tees cf straw are burnt
in Manitoba, evcry fait, and lant fait was ne
exception te the rid. Last fait, during tha
tbteshitig sentaot it ivas a cetumon sight, lu the
rural districts tw observe the sky illuminated at
night froni peles et burnieg straw, wlîich badl
been set or tire after threshing, as a convenient
wuy et gý.-'rieg rid et IL. If the att-uv tbat wui
destroyed lu tii way lait faîl ivero distiibuted
througb the country, thora would bc ne shortage
ef toed. Straw may net tuake ai gond foddar
for stock as the natiral prairie hay, but ie sea.
sens wben hay in scarce, stock wil net enby eka
eut an existence upon il, but witb proper care
will coma throtigh the a-inter vory nicely. lu

semae sections ef tire country, thora 1, now a et-y
of scarcity et feed, white vat quantities ef good
atrawv fced %vere ruthiessly destreyed a short
tinte age. In this dry elimato, atraw properly
sta.ckcd, 2ouhd bc knpt ln gond condition for
two Yeats, anti wou<b answar i-ety wcbl for fecti
alter ltavirig bcau kept over for a secondl wlntor.
Insteado etirningthoir str aw imînediatoby af ter
tht-eshiug, iL %wouid show wisdem on tho part ef
the fat-mers if they wouid curry their oIt-a-v
oer tintil the tollowing yaar, titan if food woe
pientiftil they couhd burn IL. In this way they
weitbd abways have eue erop of strawr on hand,
aveu in a year ef general crep taitiro. If the
farinera bcd followed titis plan, thora would not
now ha ceopiaints of sbortage o et ecî, and i he)
.veuld itot ha obiged te huy fecd at lîigh prices,
in a yc&r îvhen their finances aie louv. Ie say
the leait, this customi et burning etrawr inimer-
iately ator threshiug, appona a very improvi-
dent one, andi oe wblch la cet-tain lu Limta te
bt-ing tha nouai reward of improvrilence. Lt
lias abrcady hrought its reward t sorma, who
are uoîv feeling kecnly the result ef their iiti.
providence lu pust years. The only excuse is
that out country in yoting, and thpt many t-c-
quire tevere lassons ta teach thera the ncessity
fer pro-idir1g for tha futura in nouons et pbenty.

MEATS FOR BRITISHl COLUMIBIA.
Tâe Calgary Tr-ibunte reports the sbbpmnent et

several carloadsof fat stecrs frein that district
te British Columbia ceait mar-kets. The cete
wera gathered from saveral ranches le the dis-
triet and ivere, according te the Tri bue, le
prima condition. This shows that the cette
must ba standing the wintar welb, netwitlt.
htnding the. un'usual anoîv fali of this year.
When fat cattle can be takon frrnm the ranc;he
ut this tima et year, tbay must ba cemirig
tbroughi the a-inter in good shape. Albaî ta no
doubt ivili be able in a short tîne te supply a i
ecessa-y requit-amants et tha British Columibia

mar-kats le tire meat lieu. Frt-quently we rad
in the coaut papers items tebling of the lii-
pertation of butchers' stvtk fom lthe status to
the south, cîpecially ie the line et sbeep and
hoga. A greait deal of mutton is imported te
Victoria and other points iu British Columbia
fromt Washington and Oregon. Reccntly,
owiug te tha flooda lu those states, whicb pre-
veted the shipmcnt of -nutton, the suppiý of
the article ici Victoria was exhausted, sud
pricea wero advanced te twety cents per
poueri. Alberta la webi adapted, to raising
shccp, antl in a short Lime thase Britih Colm-
bis mat-kecs sbould bc supplied fromn eut a-un
ranches, aed thus tha necesity for itortinR
wo-uld be obviated. With the devs-lopment oi
the minieg iedtzcstry in the iinterior of British
Columbia, there will hc a largely incressed
demand, for meats ut gaod psices, sud the bae-e
fit te ho darivcdl from this should largcby accrue
ta the t-snobers o! Alberta, whe should endcsror
ta bo prcpared te mee~ the damand.

le addition to holding< their struw oet-t faor
oe or îwo yeurs, theýro i8 anether way ln

1- ch fermnera could provid.. igainst ycars ef
scat-0ity le foddar. T hla weuld ho te put up a
doublas supply ef bey in yeArs waeu the naturai
prairie hay crop is very ahundant. Thers
would be ne ceat in doieg this, except the labar
ef secui ing the bay. In this dry chimste hs
pt-operby saved seux etacked would kcep fre
f or a coup le ef yeara, sud in case af à lightb.q
erep in the meantime, the fu.mer would bc wcll
supplied.


