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Nortlà Wctst Pîîuls perils did not includu bliz-
PeAIs zards. On Saturday, Jan. 18. 11ev.

A. Mathmioi, of Baigonie, lef t home to conduct
service lu a part of lus field uit soute distance on
the following day. Ile w'as cauiglit hit a blizzardl,
and had to spend the niiglit out of doors.
F ortunately, when, înorning caine. lie found li lin-
self witliin, ten minutes' drive of a farmliousc,
Thiose wlo Iciow anything of a prairie blizzard,
with its Intense cold and the eutting ice particles
driveîî by the flerce iid, inay formn some idea
of liow iîarrowv his escape f rom f reezing to deat]li.
Many a brave hîeart In the Northî West faces
such. risks year after year for tlue sake of carrying
the Gospel te the scattered settiere. Many
fnrther eat are doing likewiee, minus the
blizzards.

P.RESI[DENT CLEVELAND ON HM
M%]ISSIONS.

N a multitude of words there wanteth not
wisdom. President Cleveland bas te say a

good many words, and Ire put folly and rasliness
enough Into his foolisli, threateuing, message te
Great Britaiui ontlîe Venezuelax question, to free
hirn from the charge of infallibility for the rest
of his natural Ilfe.

But hie says more ivise things than most mien,
and one of these ivas his address at a great
Preshyterian Home Missionary Meeting, held iii
New York a few days since ut whiclî lie pre.
sided. Ris words are as true of Canada as of tlie
United States, and should be carefully read and
poudered :

IlI desire te express my appreciation of tlîe
privilege of participatiug in tlîis conference and
of the opuortiinity thius afforded me of testifyit g
te, thxe value and usefulness of tlîe ivork undelr-
takcen by thc Board of Home Missions of tlie
Presbyterian Churcli.

IlMy interest in tlîis subject and my familiar-
ity witli home missionary efforts are not ne-wly
acquired. Tliey carly came te mie in the sur-
roundings of a Chîristian Presbyterian home,
axîd were stimulatcd by a father's faithfu1 labors
in thie cause.

IlMy early impressions are net, however, tbe
only basis of the tcstimony 1 give to-ni4lht in
favor of home missions. As your fellow.cîtizen,
interested, I hiope, lu ail thîings tlîat deepen the
reI;ýious sentimuent of our people and enlarge
Chiristian influence, 1 fully realize the transcen-
dent imuportance of tlîis agency in its operation
upon thelliearts of men for thîe salvation, of tixeir
sotîls. Tlîe long roster of thiose w-ho have been
led into the -%vày of rightcousness througli thec
Instrumentality of our home missions is a ricli
trophy of successful endeavor.

IlBut it je not only as -your fellow-eltizen,
but its the cli ief execu tive officer of your Goveru-
ment, thiat !i desire te speak, for 1 arn entirely
certain that 1 serve well our entire people, w-vhose
servant 1 amn, whien 1 licre tcstify te the bexielit
our country bas rereived throughï home mission-
ary effort, and whea Ï ein you iu an at.tcmpt te
exteud and strengthen t liat effort.

"l No one chargcd with the duties and respon-
sibilities %which neccssbari!y i% eigh upon your

Chic£ Exeutive an fall te appreciate the lui-
pertanîce of religions teavlîlxîg anîd Chiristian
emideavor ln the niewl-y set.tledt portions of otir
doinin. lt le there wlîere hot aud stubborn
%vxurfare between the forces of good anud evil tu
constîuîtly -witîîessed.

Illit tiiese chsys bue vanguard of occupation Iu
a newv settleîiînt le liever Nvitliout àts vicions
axnd criiniinal elcment. Garnbhing bîouses and
dtrain eliops are frequently anmong the first es-
tablilieluexts la a iiew commun a ty.

Ilb nItmut aIso buc confcssed bliat rornoval froin
old homes and associations te a new and more
p)rimiltive hiome bas a tendency among hoîiest
and respectable sel diers te smother seruples and
to brccd toleration, of cvii and inditrercexc te
Chîristainlzing and elevating agencies.

"Tliese conditions, if unchîecked and uncor-
rected, fix upon thue new conimunity b- thîeir
growth and expansion, a charaeter and disposi-
tion, %Niich,wli ile dangerous te pence and order lut
tlîeearly stages of settiement, develop into badly
regulated municipalities, corrupt and unsafe ter-
ritories, and undesirable States.

"lThese are serieus considerations In a country
whiere the people, good or bad, are its rulers, be-
cause the conditions te whichî 1 have referred
would certainly menace, within a circle con-
stan tly eîularging, the sa(ety axîd wcelfare of thie
entire body poliie, if we could net hope that
chiurches a d-religius tcachîiîg ý%vould froin tlîe
llrsbbe on thme ground te oppose the cvii influences
tlîat are apt to pervade the beginning of orgaxuiz-
cd communities."

"These eburches and thîle religious tcachuing
wvere neyer more needed than new on our distant
frontiers, 1whiere the procese of fornîing new
States is going on se rapidly, and where new-
corners wlîo are te be the citizens of new States
are so rapidly gathiering together.

"rior these Instrumentalîties at bue eut-posts
of ourpopulation, se vitally iniportantin the view
of Christian men, as iveillas patriotic cibizens, -%ve
mnust depend te a very great extent on Home~
miissienary exert ion. How eau wve excuse our-
selves if we permit this exertion te languish fer
the Iack of proper support?

"If we turn from the objects of home mis.
sionnry labor te tlîe situation of tiiose actuall
toiling in 11. M. flelds, for God and huînaniby, anà
a parer, better cibizenship, our synupabhy %vith,
their workz must be furtier qienied and our
sense of duty to Vieet and their cause acbively
stinulatcd. Tiiese are bhiermen amiwonîen who
have lef thomeand theassociation of friende, un-
der the direction of the organ ized Mission Boards,
to beach Ohristianity iu sparsely settled sections
and te organize churches wlivre noue exisb, en-
during discoinfort, hiard!shiip, peverty and danger,
for btie sake of a cause te wlîich lu a very conu-
forbable and inexpensive wray we profcss te, be
attaclied. These are our soldiers ut bhe front,
fighting our battles, and we w-ho stay at home
cannot escape the duty of providing for them anîd
reinferci zg bhem in e very ivay If we are to con-
tinue thein in our service.

"11; sems teome that if the Christian people
of our land estinjate ut its reail value the work
which thie Buard of Home Missions bas lu charge,
and if they eau be mnade te, reahize its extreme im-
portance, the means te carry ou and extend t1mis
worlr wll be eaeily forthcoîningr. and[1hop e that
such an unusuai ixtem-st iniay nie areused in be-
haif of the cause by bhe movement of which this
meeting is a part, as will suggest te many, here-
tofere indiffàrent, that uniong thue most comfert-
Ing of thieir iossessiens w% il I be a share ln thie
trinmphe nd achievemients of home muissions."
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