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head was broad and high, and the face seldom relaxed

into perfect placidity ; there were always on the sur-

face indications of the working of the volcanic feelings

within. The subduing influences of religion kept her

strong nature under control, and gave her features

whatever degree of repose they ordinarily wore.

Her strong religious bias made her an incessant

reader of the Scriptures and such religious books as

were current among the Seceders. With this kind

of literature she early imbued the mind of her son

;

and, it would not be difficult to show, the impressions

thus formed were never wholly efllaced. Though of

Highland origin, she spoke Gaelic but rarely, it would

seem, for she never imparted more than a very slight

knowledge of it to her son. She cherished some plau-

sible superstitions, firmly believing that a Mackenzie

never died without warning of the coming event being

given by some invisible messenger in a strange, un-

earthly sound, and had a strong suspicion that fairies

were something more than myths. The strongest

reciprocal affection existed between her and her son,

at whose house she spent the last seventeen years of

her life, having followed him to Canada, in company

with Mr. J. Lesslie, in 1822, and died at Rochester,

N. Y., in 1839, while her son was a state prisoner,

in Monroe county jail, under sentence for a breach

of the neutrality laws of the United States. She had

attained the mature age of ninety years, a fact which

goes to show that it was through her that Mr. Mac-

kenzie inherited a physical frame capable of extraor-

dinary endurance, as well as his natural mental en-

dowments.
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