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LE OF WHOLE WAR /AR NOW RAGING
FIERCELY ALONG LENGTH OF WESTERN FRONT

FRENCH, CONTINUING TERRIFIC ATTACK _
ON GERMAN LINES, TAKE MANY PRISONERS;
HINDENBURG LINE IS BROKEN ONCE MORE

WY

| PirstLine Positions on Many Miles of Front F&ll Into Hands
of Nivelle's Gallant Mdfi— Germans Counter - attack
with Desperate Force but are Easily Repulsed — Vic-
tory all Along Western Front, i

' NUMBER OF PRISONERS

v
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CAPTURED BY

FRENCH ON MONDAY REACHES 11,000.

| Violent Artillery Fire Feature of Recent Engagements —
: Many Villages Taken on Line from Soissons to Rheims
«—Greatest Battle of War is Now Developing.

Parls, April 17.—Ooﬁt|nuln§ their terrific attack agalnst the Ger

man positions

and Rhel

and east of the latter

place today, the French carried German first line positions over many

miles of front, captured powerfully

organized heights, ocoupled the Im-

portant village of Auberive, and onthis part of the front, about two
miles In extent, took more than 2,500 prisoners.
Aeeordlng to the official statement from the war office strong Ger-

man were repul
taken by the French Monday is now
statement reads:

“We enlarged our action today

The of German prisoners
placed at 11,000. The text of the

east of Rhelms and attacked the

German lines bntwean Prunay and the road between St. Hilaire and St.

e et N 4l

proved themselves irresistible.

g violent gusts of\.rain and snow, our troops
They carrled on a front of 15 kilome-

tres (nine and a third miles), despite the resistance of the enemy, all
the first German position south of Moronviillers.

“Pughing beyond this position our troops brifliantly carried, on &
tront of eleven kilometres, a line of heights solidly organized from

2
Vay

+ Carnillet, as far east as Vaudesincourt.
Further to the east a spirited action enabled us to capture the vil-
;+ of Auberive and a powerfully fortified salient. formed by the Ger-

man line around that village on a front of three kliometres.
“counhn-lttpch by the eriamyin the direction of Mont cmmue

m mmvﬁ- Poh o ’.zm‘mwu
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and Rhel

ing the course of the day, we re-

sumed our destructive fires againstthe German organizations and re-
duced lsolated sections where enemy groups still resisted.
“About 3.30 o’clock this afternoon a strong enemy counterattack In

the region of Hurtebise Farm (west

other violent attempt in the sector of Courcy,

troops, likewise failed.

of Craonne) was repulsed.

pled by the R

An-

“According to latest reports our troops in the battie of April 16, be-
tween Soissons and Rheims, overthrew very important German forces.
In expectation of our attack the enemy had brought in nineteen divis-

ions. According to the declarations

of prisoners they had recelved the

formal order to hold, cost what it might, the first position, which had

been reinforced as to depth.

“The losses suffered by the Germans were considerable, not only in

the course of the battie but on the preceding days.

On the eve of the

attack an enemy division, while engaged in going to the relief of the sec-
tor of a neighboring division, lost, under the violence of our artillery

fire, the greater part of its effectives.

oners taken by us yesterday b

The number of unwounded pris-

a total of 11,000,
“Belgian communication: There
ing the course of the day.

Sol and Rheims has r

were reciprocal bombardments dur-

“Eastern theatre: April 16—Violent cannonading occurred along the
front, especially in the direction of Mayadag, in the valley of the Vardar,
Hill 1348 north of Monastir, and Tarvena Stena.”

Now Astride Hindenburg Line.

Grand headquarters of the French
ermy, on the French front, Monday,
April 16—(Delayed)—Not only did the
French army get astride and partly
around the so-called Hindenburg line
today but, in doing so, they captured
anany thousands of German prisoners.
After one of the most intensive artil-
lery bombardments of the war, the
French today advanced along another
twentyfive mile front. Shells were
poured daily into the Genman posi-
tions, and this morning from north of
Solssons to just west of Rheims, the
French infantry started the work for
which they had been patiently wait-
ing.

The Germans opposed the advance
with their utmost power, bringing in-
to play thousands of cannon and may
«chine guns, which had been emplaced
in the most advn.ntaxeuus ponmons
Nothing, however, could with

advance was given, but they did not
throw their lives away. There was
no hurry; every movement was ex-
ecuted as though on parade. Advan-
tage was taken of every inch of cover,
and thus the infantrymen were able
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LIFE OF THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT
T0 BE EXTENDED UNTIL NOVEMBER

Hou»ofCoﬁrmmMExlenﬁmB'iﬂonSeeond Read-
ing by Vote of 286 to 52—Bonar Law Leads Those
who Oppose War Time Election.

London, April 17—All possibility of
the country being disturbed in the
near future by a general election was
removed tonight, when, by a vote of
286 to 52, the House of Commons
passed on second reading the bill for
the extension of the life of the parlia-
ment until November. The National-
ists were the chief opponents of the
bill, on the ground elaborated by John
Dillon, member of East Mayo, that no
solution of home rule for Ireland had
yet been announced. Andrew Bonar
Law, member of the British war coun-
cil, in concluding the debate on be-
half of the government, admitted that
a solution of the home rule problem
would be a great advantage in the
prosecution of the war. The govern-
ment, therefore, was more anxious,
he said, for a settlement, and was
hopeful that the spirit of war pro-
duced in Ulster would create an atmo-
sphere favorable to a settlement now,
instead of walting until after the war.
Premier Lloyd George’s statement on
the government's intentions, Mr. Bon-
ar Law saidq, had been postponed un-
til next week. He declared that there
never had been a time when there
was so much goodwill existing on
this question, and that it was mneed-
:;au to despair of arriving at a solu-

on.

John Dillon, member of parliament
g: East Mayo, moving ln dehalf of

the™ onnﬂsts would
vote ‘againét the measure at every
stage. The present government, he

GERMANS ARE
FABRICATING
- WAR REPORTS

Successes Made on Paper in
Their Supposedly Official

Communications — Reu-

ter's Gives Instances.

London, April 17.—Reuter’s corre-
spondent at British headquarters in
I'rance, commenting on the “present
day extravagant exaggerations in the
German officlal communications, com-
pared with the fairly accurate official

to approach up the sloping ground
until within striking distance of the
numerous entrances to the tunnels;
they then encircled the whole plateau
and left sufficient men around to pre-
vent the garrison’s retreat or its com-
munication with the main body of the
Germans. Its fate was then sealed.

Successes Everywhere.

Meanwhile the bulk of the French
troops continued their advence both
here and on other parts of the lime.
Telephonic reports from various sec-
tors told of the successes, sometimes
big, sometimes small, of the different

gallantry and skill bf the French
whose ardor was strengthened by the
sight of the desolation through which
they passed.

A Brigade of Veterans.

corps d. Everywhere behind
the ad French batches of Ger-
man prisoners were to be seen on
their way to captivity. Before even-
ing more than ten thousand had been
cotnted, and others were arriving.
Some of the prisoners told of exceed-
ingly heavy losses, their companies

1

battle trom & prominent position in
the new French advance. The brigade

being roduced in several cases from
250 to eighty men or thereabouts. All
seemed pleased over their capture,
some of them saying that there would
be many desertions except for the

Now, a8 then, it was
under the oomnd of a colonel, who
the

that he had fought heﬂdo both Ameri-
and British in the Boxer war.

o! the brigade's task today was

the capture of a position forming one
of the most difficult problems along
the line owing to its being undermin-
«d for its whole length and breadth
by deeply tunmelled quarries, whose
galleries were immune to artillery and
[bristling with machine guns.

Advance In Fine Order,

There was no hesitation among-the
soldiers ‘when - the order to

of thelr superiors,
as most of them were tired of the
war.

———— e v e—

EARLY MORNING RAID,

» Mrs. Danaher was arrested on the
street at 1.80 o'clock this morning for
not giving a satisfactory sccount of
herself and about half an hour later
the police raided the house kept by
Herbert Danaher on the Marsh Road,
arrested the proprietor for kedping a
disorderly house, and took into custody
Thomas Brady, Charles McInerney and

John HQAV!!Y as being inmates,

s when the Germans suppose
thiey are winning,” says: “Their claim
to the capture of 22 guns at Lagnicourt
Sunday was quite éerroneous. They did

d in reaching a ber of Brit-
ish guns and began placing dynamite
charges in the breeches, with a view to
destroying them. But so swift was
the British counter-attack that only 4
eighteen pounder field guns and one
light howitzer were disabled.

“The British artillerymen returned
to. their guns and showed great-fight
on the enemy, driving them back upon
their wire, where the British infantry
mowed them down. Not a single
weapon was removed from the spot
where it stood before the German at-
tack was launched.”

LIQUOR SMUGGLING
MUST BE STOPPED

Ottawa, April 17—Compluints have
been made to the Department of
Customs that some ships and vessels
arriving’ from places outside of Can-

declared, appeared to be no nearer a
solution of the Irish question, and was
continuing & state of things in which
the Nationalist party in the House of
Commons coul@ rightly bé taunted
with the fact that it could not speak
for Ireland.

At the root of the terrible situation
in Ireland today, Mr. Dillon said, was

the fact that the Nationalist party’s

work, extending over thirty-five years,
of instilling into the minds of the
Irish people that whatever treatment
in the past, there was a sense of jus-
tice and fairplay in England, if it

only could be reached, had been un-

done by the repeated disappointments
and breaches of faith and the con-
tempt with which the advice of the
Nationalists regarding the conduct of
recruiting in Ireland and the whole
campaign in Qvor of the war had
been treated. &

Mr. Dillon mtinued: “Although
for sixty-five the Nationalists
have been s ted in Ireland and
in America t0" vigorous reproaches,
abuse and V%ﬂﬂml by their own
people to thi view, the govern-
ment is now ing them back by
tens of thou Eto the old view, and
undoing, to &
work of the
same time

must produce, %8 said, some solution
that would strike the imagination of

the Irish people.
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Further Progress Yesterday in
Neighborhood of Havren-
court Wood—German Air-

ships Beaten.

London, April 17~The report from
British headquarters in France tonight
reads:

“In the neighborhood of Havrincourt
‘Wood we made further pmgress todny
north of G
occurred throughout me day west and
northwest of Lens, where we continue
to press the enemy. Hostile attempts
to drive back our advanced troops
were unsuccessful.

“In spite of the exceedingly unfav-
orable weather much useful work was
carried on by our airplanes yesterday.
Three German machines were driven
down d d in the air fighting, but
in most cases the enemy avoided com-
:mt. Five of our machines are miss-
ng."

UNTTED STATES OPEN
7O GANADIN TROOPS

Canadian Government Issues
Memorandum Bearing on
Arrangements for Troop
Trains, :

Ottawa, April 17—An official mem-
orandum issued by the Canadian gov-

ada carry intoxicating liquors in
small packages and deliver them fn
Canada without reporting at customs
or entry for duty,

Drastic action is authorized to de
taken against persons found contra-
vening the law and collectors of cus.
toms have been instructed to detain
all vessels made use of illegally in
this manpner and report particulars
by wire to the department here for
forther getion,

ks S

U. 8. TO GET BUSY.
Washington, April 17.—Detormined

J

t says: “The United States
government has given permission for
the passage of Canadian troops on
the Canadian Paclfic Rallway through
the State of Maine, and on the Can-

adian Northern Railway through the

State of Minnesota, between Canadian
points in both cases.”

efforts to hasten action in congress
on the administration army bill, with
its selective draft provision, were be
gun today by President Wilson and
Secretary Baker. .

They take ‘the position that further

delay will endanger the war mglans

against Germany.

GEAMANY"3
VERGION OF
BIG DRIVE

Admits that French Made
Great Gains but Gives
Credit to Artillery,

SAY BOMBARDMENT
MOST FURIOUS KNOWN

French Carried Out Strong At-
tacks Against German Lines
on Front of 40 Kilometres.

Berlin, April 17, via London—The
German statement of the western
campaign is as follows:

“One of the greatest battles of the
mighty war and therefére also in the
history of the world, is in progress on
the Aisne.

“Since April 8, preparatory fire by
the artillery and mine-throwers have
continued uninterruptedly. By this
fire, which was unprecedented in dur
ation, volume and intensity, the
French endeavored to render our po-
sition ripe for assault, put our batter-
ies out of action and exhaust our
troops.

“Early yesterday morning the
French, on a front forty kilometres in
extént, launched with the object of
breaking through, a deep column at-
tack from Soupir on the Aisne to Beth-
eny, north of Rheims, with the huge
weight of strong infantry forces fed
by reserves which had been brought
up in the rear.

threw musses into the fray and car-
ried out lateral attacks against our
front between the Oise and Conde-Sur-
Aisne. The artillery fighting, which
was continued today, leveled the po-
sitions and produced wide, deep cra-
ters, rendering an obstinate defense
no longer possible.

“The fighting is no longer against a
line, but over quite a deep and irregu-
lar front fortified. The battle swayed
backward and forwards around the
foremost positions, our object being,
even if war material were lost, to
spare the lives of our forces and in-
flict heavy, sanguinary losses upon the
enemy, and thus decisively weaken
him. This was achieved, thanks to
splendid leadership and the heroic
bravery of our troops.

“The great French attempt to break
through yesterday, the object of which
was farreaching, failed. The san-
guinary losses of the enemy were very
heavy and more than 2,100 prisoners
remained in our hands. Where the
enemy at a few places penetrated into
our Hnes the fighting still continues
and fresh enemy attacks are expected.

“In the Champagne this morning
fighting between Prunay and Auberive
has developed, the battle line thereby
exentending from the Oise into the
Champagne.

“The troops look forward with entire
confidence to the coming heavy fight-
ing.”

3. WARSHIP3
ARE KEEPING A
GLOSE WATGH

Birmingham Halted
British Steaamship South-
down by Shot Across her
Bows but Allowed her
Proceed.

Cruiser

to

Boston, April 17.—The United States
cruiser Birmingham reported by radio
today that she had halted the British
steamship Southdown by a shot across
her bow off Nantucket lightship this
morning. The steamer was allowed to
proceed, after an examination,

No further details were given and
naval officers did not seem inclined o
attach much significance to the inct-
dent, except as it showed the strict
watch kept over all shipping in these
waters. It was said, informally, that
the probabilities were that the South-
down was flying no flag, and showed
no other distinguishing mark. When
she did not heed or observe the sig-
nals from the cruiser to lult. and do-

“Diiring " the afternoon 'the Frénch|

MENACING GERMAN LINE
FROM LENS TO SOISSONS

WESTERN
FARMERG
PLEAGED

Hail with Delight Action of
Government in Removing

Duty on Wheat.

et

Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, Ont., April 17—For twenty-

four hours “free wheat” has been the

main topic of political discussion.

The announcement of the government
came as a complete surprise for the
secret had been well kept and outside
of the cabinet even those who are
usually well informed regarding the
intentions of the government had no

suspicion that any such action was
about to be taken.

It is probable that until an hour or

two before the order was passed only

one or two individuals in the whole
“free
wheat” was about to go into effect.
The question mostly canvased now is
whether the purpose is to make it a
permanent policy or only for the per-
The general impres-
sion seems to be that although it is &
war measure, it is unlikely to be re-
voked after the conclusion of hostili-
ties, and that it will remain in force
80 long as the American market is
keptopen to Canadian producers as it
at present is under the Wilson-Under-

Dominion were aware that

iod of the war.

wood tariff.

export.
The supply is tabulated as follows:

Up to last Saturday: Interior terminal

and port elevators 29,048,000 bushels;
country elevators 30,000,000 bushels;
in farmers hands 45,000,000 bushels;
in flour mills 9,000,000; in
3,500,000 bushels.

Ottawa, April 17.-—Personal mes-
gages to the government and state-
ments from officlals of the Grain
Growers Association today
that the removal of the wheat duty has

immensely pleased the western farm-
The order-n-council goes into ef-
The government’'s decis-

er.
fect today.
ijon was made the easier by the entry

of the United States into the war, re-
moving the objection to the creating
of a channel for Canadian wheat to a
It is indicated here
today that the matter will be brought

neutral country.

up in parliament by the opposition in
an effart to have free wheat continued
after the war, as the orderin-council

has been put through under the war

measures act, and presumably might

cease to be effective after the conclu-

sion of peace.

Washington, April 1Y—Great quan¢

tities of Canadian wheat, now in bond
in the United States and subjected to
duties of ten cents a bushel, have been

made duty free by the Canadian gov-

ernment’s actions in placing wheat,
wheat flour and semolina on the Cana-
dian free list.

By the same act Canada has remov-
ed the duty on American wheat flour
and this, in turn, removes the duty on
Canadian wheat flour coming into t!
United States. This is in accordance
with the terms of the tariff law which
provided that whenever any country
imposing duties on American wheat,

wheat flour or semolina ,removes such
duties the American duties on these
products from such country shall like-
wise be removed

WAGE INGREAE. IN THE
AMERICAN COAL MINES

Conference of Miners and Op-
erators in New York Agreed
to Advance Wages Twenty
Per Cent.

New York, April 17.—After a joint
conference of representatives
bituminous coal miners and operators
here late today it was announced that
the r dation of a sub
tee granting an increase in wages av-
eraging 20 per cent. to 225,000 min-
ers in Ohfo, Western Pennsylvania, Il-
iinois and Indiana had been formally
adopted.

on establishing the  identity of the

clare herself, the

)

to their satisfaction the na-

Reviscd figures show that there are
over 116,000,000 bushels of wheat in
Canada, and as 35,000,000 are required
for domestic purposes, including seed,
there are over 81,000,000 available for

transit

indicate

of

Great French Offensive Con-
tinues Unabated and Re-
sults in More Gains.

TOTAL TOLL CAPTIVE
NOW REACHES 13,500. |

British Pressing Germans Hard !
and Holding Back all At-
tempts to Drive in Ad-:
vanced Guards — Progress |
in Mesopotamia,

The great offepsive of the French
forces on the southern part of the bat-
tle front in France goes on unabated,
and has resulted in further important
gains, a continuation of which would
menace the German front running
from Lens to Soisgons,

Tuesday’'s fighting witncssed an wx-
tension of the line of ailack well into
the Champagne region, where evidence
of its coming had been presaged by
days of violent bombardment.

The attack of the French was irre-
sistible, despite snow and rain. South
of -Moronvilliers first line German po-
sitions over a front of 9 1-3 miles
were taken and to the east and south-
east a strongly orglnizéd line of
heights on a front of nearly eight
miles was captured. The village of
Auberive likewise fell into the hands
of the French, as also did a powerful-
ly fortified salient anound the village
of about two miles in extent.

German counter-attacks at several
points were without result. Near Mont
Carnillet, southwest of Moronvillers,
an especially violant one was brok-
en up by the French guns and on this
sector miore than 2,600 Germans were
made prisoners, Midway between Sois-
sons and Rheims another counter-at-
tack was repulsed, while still another
offensive launched by the Germans
near Courcy, north of Rheims, was put
down by the Russians, guarding this
part of the line. Thirteen thousand,
five hundred Germans have been made ,
prisoners in the two days’ fighting,
according to Paris, 11,000 having beer
taken in Mgnday's attack between
Rheims and Soissons,

The latest official communication
from Berlin says the French efforts
to break through the German lines
on the Aisne failed, and that there
had been no renewal of the attack. A
previous commuffcation . descriljed
the battle as one of the greatest of
the war. It admitted that under the
terrific bombardment between the
Oise and Conde-Sur-Aisne the French
shells “levelled the positions (Ger
man) and produced wide, deep crat-
ers, rendering an obstinate defense
no longer possible.” Besides the
French suffering sanguinary losses, ;
more than 2,100 prisoners were taken
by the Germans, the communication
said.

West and northwest of Lens the Bri-
tish are still pressing the Germans
hard and holding back attempts by the
Germans to drive in their advance
guards. Further progress has been
made by the British in the neighbor-'
hood of the Havrincourt Wood, which‘,
lies midway between Arras and St.!
Quentin.

No important changes in posmom
have taken place in any of the other’

dad and are keeping up their advance
way.

theatres, except in Mesopotamia,’
where the British, operating on the}
right bank of the Tigris, have reached
a point 75 miles northwest of Bag-
against the Turks, who are falling
back without offering resistance. The
lBrmgh are now within ten miles of
Samara, on the Bagdad-Samara rail-!
———r
PEACE, SAYS ZEITUNG |
They Also Ask Reformation
of Internal Conditions buq

will Not have Interference,

from Outsiders.

Amsterdam, via London, April 17.—
The Frankfurter Zeitung, a copy of
which has been received here, says
the German people and the imperial
government desire peace

“The people and the government”
the newspaper adds * also desire refor-
mation du intérnal German conditions,
but we will not permit outsiders to
confuse the two questions in order to
make democratization of our state
the price of our attaining peace. We

0( bringing her-to was iollowed, Up- val ollloon allowed her to proceed. reject such !nurtereneo!n omm 1
S— T st S g S -




