United States and the world is
and that the supply is sufficient PoF M than seven
thousand years,
The Ballinger-Pinchot controversy has brought out a
large series of such contr 'y official stat t
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THE AUSTRALIAN SITUATION.

For the third time in the short history of the
Australian Commonwealth, the Labor party has obtained
control of the administration. But the late contest is
the first in which this party has been matched ‘u,'\m\t‘
the other two together. So far as can be learned at
this distance the recent campaign was not the usual
three cornered fight, but a contest between the Labor
party on one side and a fusion of Liberals and Con-
servatives on the other, The Deakin ministry, which
has been defeated, was a coalition of the two old parties.

The political history of the Australian Common-
wealth is interesting, but complicated, The existence
of three parties, each of them so strong that any com-
bination of two could overthrow a ministry, had its
natural result. In the ten years of its history the
Commonwealth has had at least eight different admin-
istrations, with four genersal elections. A process of
evolution has eliminated the element of protection from
the political issues. All three parties are protectionist,
the Labor party more emphatically than the others, or
if the origimal Liberals are not convinced ‘protectionists,
they have abandoned their opposition and are willing to
work with the original protectionists against the Labor
party. But the Labor party in assuming the responsi-
bilities of government has become a political organiza-
tion with a policy on all national questions. Mr. Fisher,
who is now its leader, was a coal miner in Scotland
before he went to Australia, Doubtless he has the
support of the trades unions, for his tariff protection
programme has in it the element of protection for the
Australian laborer as well as protection for Australian
industry. But besides this he seems to be a strong
supporter of the central authority as against the authority
of the states,

The Ausiralian Confederation is much looser than
ours, Only the residuum of authority is given to
the Commonwealth. The central authority had the un-
pleasant duty of collecting most of the revenue while
the States, corresponding to our provinces, retained the
privilege of spending the most of it, The Canadian
government and parliament have power to colleet unlim-
ited sums by indirect taxation, and are under contract
to pay a relatively small fixed sum in provincial subsi-
dies. The Commonwealth was given power to collect
on the same broad scale, but was obliged to return all
to the staies except a relatively small percentage for
national purposes. This tentative and the
time has come to readjust it. adjustment is to be
made by the parliament now ected, and that fact
gives the election special importance, The Labor party
will have the responsibility.

The Fusion government, which has been defeated,
had an understandi with most of the State administra.
tions as to the basis of the readjustment.
despatches during the ca

British press
mpaign indicated that there was
something like a campaign agreement between federal
rations. The Standard of Em-
pire’s Melbourne despatch of March 25, said that “the
“position of the ministerialists has been greatly strength-
“ened by the adhesion of the State ministers to the
“financial agreement.” On the same day a despatch
from Sydney states that the premier of New South
Wales had advised the electors to cast their votes in
favor of the financial agreement. The same report
came from Western Australia.

Mr. Deakiu has charged that the Labor party sought
to destroy the reserved powers of the States. He him-
self proposed the establishment of an Interstate Com-
misslon to regulate maitters of jurisdiction. Mr. Deakin
and Mr. Fisher are practically agreed on the guestion
of lmperial defence, The Dreadnought policy was un-
animously adopted. There are no stronger Imperialists
in Australia than some of the Labor leaders, It is also
a fact of some interest that women suffrage has not
in the least modified the enthusiasm of the Common-
wealth in matters of Imperial defence,

and provincial adminis

The first Australian parliament, which met in 1901 |«

was divided on the question of free trade and protection.
Sir E, Barton was the premier, and Mr. Deakin a mem-
ber of his government when that parliament met. Be-
fore the next election in 1904, the Labor party came
into existence as a federal organization. From that
contest the three parties emerged somewhat nearly
equal in strength. Mr. Reid, Liberal and Free Trader,
obtained office, but fell before a combination of the
Conservatives and Labor party., Mr. Watson formed a
Labor ministry, which was detented by a union of
Liberals and Conservatives. Mr. Deakin became pre.
mier, but was defeated by a union of Liberals and Labor
members. Mr. Fisher, the Labor leader, took office
in 1908, and was defeated last year by a coalition of
Liberals and Conservatives. These united on Mr. Dea:
kin, who this time formed a fusion ministry. This
administration appealed to the people as a coalition, and
has been defeated by the Labor party alone. If Mr.
Fisher now takes office it will be the first occasion
since the Labor party was formed on which a political
party has been able to stand alone.

FIGURES THAT CONTRADICT.

appearance of he forests, and that the clearing of land
does not occaslon floods at wet seasons, or cause the
land to be parched at dry seasons. The wholé tendency

Pinchot is to discredit the conservation ign which

protect the forests in order to preserve the water supply. | and up-to-alh M Dilnh
Then came. the chief of the Weather Bureau with the|with ihe la

t that the rainfall is not affected by the dis- ﬂav ors &l df ! eall “

of the official literature following the dismissal of Mr. Drugglstl. 104 Prince WHI- ﬂ

and noi'at

the late chief forester carried on so vigorously. The

idealist and too much of an enthusiast, but he has the
sympathy of & host of people, and hig final suppression
will be a difficult programme,

readiness with which the department produces this kind
of literature, contradicting the consensus of opinion
which led to stringent regulations, interfering with
the speculations and enterprises of influential men,
has a sinister appearance. Mr. Pinchot may be an
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WHAT ABOUT PUSHER GRADES?
In the account given which Mr. Foster of the Valley
Railway directorate gives of the luterview of the dele-
gates with Sir Wilfrid, there is a suggested modification
of the four per cent, grade provisio. The standard
mentioned is that of the Transcontinental in this prov-
ince. As there is a “pusher” grade of about one per
cent. on this line, this standard may be made to mean
anything. How many pusher grades would be allowed?
Is there any difference between four-tenths per cent.
standard with one per cent. pusher grades and a one
per cent. standard? We shall know more about this
when Sir Wilfrid has written his promised letter to the

WATCHES,

JEWELRY,

__ DIAMONDS, etc.

Ferguson
Diamond Importers and Jewelers, -

& Pa

41 KINGSST EET

president of the Valley Company. At present the
written record places the standard at four-temths per
cent. unmitigated by pusher grades.

GUARDIAN AND WARD.
The little affair of the exploitation of Indian lands
in Manitoba is not finally settled by the rule of fifty
|majority. Seve-al things which seemed to be disposed
of in that way dig not remain settied, This one seems
liable to find its way into the courts, While the
majority of the Canadian parllament may counsider it a
sufficient defence of a deai like this that the Indians
readily and even eagerly accepted the money offered
them, there will be some outside who are not
satisfied with this plea. If the Indians were considered
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business of a guardian to protect his wards from persons
who may desire to obtain their property at a fraction of
its value. Indians have been known to part with valu-
able estates for a few trinkets, or a few drinks. But
the pedlar who furnished the beads or the drinks would
hardly expect a sympathetic hearing when he Justified
his conduct by the willinguess of the Indian to make {he
bargaiu,

THE TROUBLE IN CHINA.

The sudden and unexpected Chinese outbreak re-
ported in the despatches today will cause much anxiety.
While the outbreak is not likely to go so far as the Boxer
trouble there are awful possibilities among the vast
population of the two provinces said to be affected, The
China Inland Missions cover a wide field, some part of
which is the home of many Cgnadian missionaries. It
was hoped that they had so far overcome the anti-
foreign jealousy, by thef? medical work and their in-
creasingly large circle of friends in influential circles.
No doubt a great awakening has taken place in official
China. Enlightened Chinamen see what European cul-
ture and intercourse have done on Japan, and have been
welcoming such assistance from foreigners. But the
anti-foreign feeling in some provinces is only increased
by the modern movement. They prefer the old way,
and the most effective protest they know how to make is
the looting of foreign places of business. It will be
réemembered that the scarcity and high price of food
was one of the immediate occasions of the Boxer riot.
Scarce and dear rice is an element in the present
trouble,

THE BRITISH UNIONS.

When the organization of United Samth Africa is
¢ompleted, the Empire will have three different forms
of colonial union. The Dominion of Canada is a closely
organized confederation with a strong central authority,
and considerable local powers remaining with the prov-
inces, The Australian Commonwealth is a much looser

capable of doing business they would not be wards, and .
the government would not be :gnrdian. It is the F — "
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confederation with strong state authority, and considerable
general powers vested in the federal administration for
the general benefit. South Africa is not a confederation
at all, but a legislative union, with only municipal powers
left to local authorities. South Africa is smaller than
either of the other dominioms, but it will ultimately in-
clude some 1,250,000 square miles of area. The popula-
tion is now about equal to that of Canada, but only
about one-fifth of the people are Ruropeans. It will be
an interesting study in comparative politics to watch
the ‘lrwlopm'-m of the government in these q)stemu.

J. D. 'l‘u)lnr, M. P. for New Westminster, makes this
interesting statement respecting the administration of
patronage in hig riding:—

“As to patronage, I wish to reiterate that, while
“it is impossible to say what the rake-off is on any
“single transaction, and while there may be transactions
“with no rake-off, because the administrator of the pat-
“ronage, like any other administrator, must do many
‘thank yeuw’ jobs; yet I state in all sincerity that in
“my riding the administration of the pacronage is worth
“more than the salary of a Cabinet Minister. Who
“pays? Who but the public? If the patronage were
“abolished the public would save in that riding alone
“that amount of money every year.”

The United States authorities will perhaps find

Washington.

forest preservation.

nnd Echo newspapers, is a member of the Murray ad-
istration’ which has just introduced & measure of

The Hcho declares that it is opposed to the doctrine

prohibited in the whole province, Halifax includod,
that the people will get sick of it.

The d hes tell ug that never since the days
of Kossuth has Hungary been so excited as over the
mrrival of Colonel Roosevelt, who is “hailed as the
apostle of liberty and peace.”

THE TRALING ARBUTIS

“THEN 1T [ HAPPENED"

(Our Daily Discontinued Story.)

it difficult to obtain by negotiation with Ottawa a rever-
sal of the pulp-wood policy of Quebec. Quebec is
following the Ontario example, and Sir James Whitney
will not expect Mr. Fielding to negotiate for him with blue y. &
This pulp-wood policy is not a question of j s )
ftrade so much as it is a question of local industry and

Deep in a pine tree glen

Where bitter east winds moaned
And odors sweet and wholesome, filled
the air,
A flower frml. pink-tinted and i’ fra-
grance sweet,

Blessomed and flourished there.

From underneath dead boughs
And from its brown-leaved bed,
It lifted up its head in mute surprise,
And from its petals dashed the morn-
ing dew,
To view the beauty of the April skies

This spot wind-swept by winter's chil-
ly blast

white,
Burst info beauty first at nature’s call
While other flowers slept in silent

beds
E'er spring had raised their dreary
winter pall,

In this lone spot
Far from the busy haunts,

This flower was there content to
bloom and dle,
While snow-drifts 1 no cam-

panion near
And nakedﬂ!(xmbu swayed neath a cold

B. Patterson.

—— e
JOSH WISE SAYS:

“When two girls.

are chummy
with each other it ‘“;l.n

pression
wfeller.”

Mr, B. F. Pearson, who owns the Halifax Chronicle [veither one o t

provincial prohibition with local option for Halifax. | yrymm,

of prohibition, but it wants to see the sale of liquor|You, ®

Dlnarn(to 'mm). "flio-'n the
Walter, “Mother's umr llr. thank
haus‘t‘nm Material.

s

ut was ideal.

Flower.”

The End.
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Recitals Given in Beethoven 4 i
Hall Saturday Night--A Suc-| Brick, Lime, Stone,

cessful Function. 1“2, and Plaster

Sackville, April 17 ~—BExceptionally
%rillgluu wnls %he recital given in wo'*a.’
eethoven Hall, Mount Allison Con-
servatory of Music, this evening. The|¥eéReral Jobbing Promptiy and Neatly
graduates were Miss Bertha Carpenter done.
Bigney, pianist, Attleboro, Mass.; and

Free catalogue to any address.
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Offics 16 Sydney Strese.

the office of THE STANDARD, 82
Prince William street, and the NEWS

Under the window of his Dulcinea Miss
fair did Guglielmo strum the open-
ing notes of his “Song to My Passion

Oh, rapture! At that moment the
casement was raised, and—

you use to (~lvnn them ?”
Mrs. Peck. “My hnsham] o

The Su bstitute,

At it a Long Time,
Genial H (having

fresh and bright looking. What do|She performed her varlous numbers

The Old Lady (to the porter, who|doubt her ability to read every style
has been struggling with many pack-|of selection,
ages): “Very sorry, but I have no|{was carrled through with excellent
y small change—so would you mind ac-|epirit, as was also the “Arena Scene.”
And hid beneath its mantle ‘of thick|cepting a postage-stamp ?"—The Sketch|She greatly pl d her audience with

Jessie Marguerite A(kinaon,
reader, Fredericton, N. B.

It is difficult to select special num-
bers from such a successful pro-
gramme as Miss Bigney rendered, but
she certainly scored brilliantly in
her interpretation of her Beethoven
Sonata and the Schumann Novellette,

with much delicacy and precision.
Miss Atkinson is a reader of mnch
talent and her presentation of her
varled programme proved without a

“The Soldier of France"
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her' humorous humbers, “Platonic
Friendship” and “Grandpa Keeler.”

fascinating foreigner): “But

gince 1 was a little child.”
Young Briton. “Won't you

y.
Patient. “All right, ’
~—Pele Mele,
Wasting the Tea.

up to tea some evening, dear?

Detroit Free Fress.
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How They Feel About it

ed young Briton on his dancing, to|ulated on the splendid style in which
you| they carried out their entire pro-
dance most beautifully, Count.”

Count. *“Oh, but I am dancing ever

it

8ec| piano Prelude.. .. v

-| Both young ladies are to be congrat-

gramme,
The giaduates were asgisted by

down?"'—Bystander. and nn; several IOIOI very sweetly.
Program

~—-Doctor. “Ah, I see that my|pj ata O 31 z llegro

medicine has worked 'a wonderful an‘o’;fco: k“ » No ;”At.}:v‘cn

change In you. You aré angther mah| Reading—Soldier of France .. ..Ouida

* doctot;
you send your bill to the other man.”

Songs—The Nightingale..

Prelude No. 15, Book 1., ..

Les Myrtilles .. .. ..

Reldlnx—- tonle E‘ﬂondﬂllp

Grand P‘ Knler . Sarah P. Green
De)

Miss Marion Harnett, Hamilton, Ber-
muda, who has a rich soprano voice
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Why don’t you ask that young man | gong—Villanelle

I don't believe it would do any good.
mother. He's a confirmed bachelor.—
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Times,
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Ladies and Gentlemen:
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