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Fourth Querter.

8. Hi was hot that Uuht, rather, 
“the light." He wee “a burning end a

ning light,’'or rather/'lamp.” (John 5 : 
35) ; for the words for “ light ” in the two 
passages are different.

9. That was thb true Light, which 
LiGHTHTH bvkey MAH, each individual

l.eeeon I. January i. 1899.— John 1 : 1^14. mao THAT СОНКТН Every man that 
Study John 1 :1-34 ; 8': l»-l8 ; to ; 44-5°. 5*f more prabablyasav., "the

true light tliet cometh." Wheo John 
began to preach the true light whs jus- 
coming into the world. The lighting 
every man was the test and proof that the 
light to which John bore witness was the 
true light. The test of the true religion is 
that it is adapted to all needs, all circum-

Suujrct : Oca Paaracr, Dm* &££ no} fcfc
dbbmbr. His Pbculiar Qualifi- i*mp.

cations. v. Pur pass of His Work,—to Maks
1. His Eternal Existkncb with God mbn the Children and Hkirs of God.

and as God before Hk Cams into This —vr 10-13. 10. Hs, the Word, the
World —Vs. t,a. 1. In thb beginning Light. Was in the World —In all the 
was THE Word —” With evident allusion past ages, in every manifestation of God, 
to the tin* word df Genesis, the primal in the history of the chpsen nation, but 
beginning of things. Rut the Word then especially when he appeared as the man 
already ‘ was/ He w«s also the efficient Christ Jesus, the Saviour of the world, 
principle, the b-ginning of the beginning.” This is one reason why the world ought to

Was the Word. ** No translation of receive him, for he was among men teach- 
the Greek term J Logos,*; here translated ing, inviting, and helping them.
‘ Word/ ie stall adequate." But ” word ’* gj. He came unto his own. Hie own 
as the expression of the thought within us, possessions, his inheritance, his peculiar 
in order to tneke it known to others, is the people, the Jews, whom he had created, 
beat term for us to use. " Logos ” has the whom he had chosen from the rest of the 
double meaning of "thought” and world, whom he bad trained and cared for 
" speech,” the inner reality, dr nature, or as his peculiar people, and who were his 
idea, expressed in outward form. Jesus brethren according to the flesh. His own 
Christ, the Word (v. 14), ie, therefore, thé (own people) even these. Received him 
intermediate agent through which God not. The nation as a whole did not re- 
commnnicatcs his nature, hts character, ceive him as the Sou of God. their promised 
his heart, his will to man. Thus he is Messiah, their King, their Redeemer. 
” the mediator between God and man.” They might today be walking as kings and 
And the Word was with God. The princes, the central power and glory of ttye 
Greek preposition here translated ” with ” world, had they only received him. 
originally denotes motion towards, and 13 But as many (individuals) as rb- 
hence 11 with ” as the result of the motion, crivkd him. Accepted him as their 
” Not merely as being beside, but as a liv- Saviour and King, acknowledged hie 
ing union and communion ; implying the claims, and yielded obedience to his teacb- 
active notion of intercourse. inga. To them gave he power (r. v ,

2. The same. The Word that was God the right). The ori rinal word combines
was also with G ні. A distinction and yet the two ideas, both " the right and the 
unity. Was in the beginning The power.” To become thb sons (better, 
relation was not new with the coming of with r. v./** children ”) of God. On the 
Christ, " Ask the sun if ever it were with- divine side, God adopts ns as children 
out its beams. Ask the fountain if ever it (Rom. 8: 16, 17), and makes us children 
were without its streams. So God was by imparting to us his own life ( John 3 : 
never without his Son. 3, 5). On the human side, we must be

II. His Previous Works —V.v ALL horn again, from above (John 3:3, 5) by
things were made by him Through believing. Even to them that ukukve 
him. Creation was his work, his depart- on bis name Only those are children 
ment. In Genesis, in describing the ere- who receive the divine life and the divine 
ation, the expression ” And God said ” la nature by true faith, 
used eight times. Was NOT any thing 13 Which wkrb born. Lit., "were 
" No, not one (not even one”) : stronger begotten,” a* in 1 John 2 : 29^3:9* Re* 
than ” nothing.” That was made, ceiviug the divine spiritual life from God, 
Came into being. All creation was a re* as the child receives his from his parents, 
velation of God. Not of blood. This life is not received

III. The Nature of His ;WorK,—TO by natural inheritance from parents or 
Light —Vs. 4, 5. 4. In ancestors. Nor of the will of the

"He was the well- flesh. Not by their own efforts or exer-
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Give Life and 
him was Life.
spring from which evtyy form of life— tione. Nob op the will of man. It is 
physical, intellectual, tuw»l, spiritual, beyond ihe will of man to bestow this 
eternal—flows.” He was especially the spiritual, eternal life. He can only lend 
source of eternal life. The lire of God in others to the source from which it comes, 
the soul, the life described in John 3:35, But of God. He alone can impart the 
the new birth, the beginning of the true new life, fdV it is a spiritual divine life like 
life. And the life was the light of bis own. 
men. Life comes first, then light. Ac- VI. His Coming into THE World. 
cording to Scripture and according to the The Incarnation.—V. 14. And the 
latest science, some energy, some living Word. With all the powers and qnalifi- 
force first set the particles of matter into cations described above. Was made. 
motion, and the first result was light. Became. The same verb *a hi- $1 
Light is • form of motion, and motion Flesh. Human nature in and according 
cornea from life. This is equally true of toits corporal manifestation ” He dk 
the soul. There is first life, then light, not cease to be the eternal Word His 
Dead eyes oannot see, nor dead minds divine nature was not laid aside RHain- 
know. ing all the essential properties of the Word,

5. And the light shinbth in dark- he entered into a ‘ new mode ’ of being, 
NESS. R. V., ” the darkness,” of sin, and not a new * being/ 
ignorance, and hopelessness without And dwelt among us. " Taber-
heaveu, or God. or peace. And THE nacled ” among us. dwelt as in s tent, as
darkness comprehended (k. v, ” ap the divine Presence dwelt in the tabernacle 
prehended ” ) it not Did not admit or in the wilderness. And we bbhbld.
receive the light so >bat the darkness ” We,” John and many other people,
would be removed. Those who were most intimate with him.

Another translation, in the margin of who imbibed m^st of his spirit saw most 
the R. v. is interesting,—** the darkness clearly hit glory But multitudes of people 
overtime The Hgjlt, though saw something of it. These were witnesses
sometimes Sboarently overcome, was to a fact. His glory is (he outshining of 
really victorious : it withstood every those qualities which form the excellency 
assault, and shone on triuvpnRRtly. In a ami splendor of his true natnre, as the 
darkened worlfl. glory of the eon is radiaftce, the out shin-

Jesus Christ brings to men the two great ing of the very nature and heart of the 
fundamental need* of men without which stm. Glory as of Thb only begotten 
salvation is impossible,-—life and light. OF THE FATHER. It was the glory of 

IV. The HERALD ok Htr Cmrord — goodness, of wiadom, of love, of power 
|Ve. 6-9 6 A MAN S*NT from God As controlled hv these qualities.
"an envoy with a special commission." The Word dwelt among us. Full of 
Hence ha was a prophet. How be came grace and truth these were his glory, 
and was sent is described in Luke and "-PnU.” overflowing with, aide to bestow 
Matthew. He was foretold in Mai. t : 1 ; them without measure •• Grace” erltnar- 
4 :5. J«he> name expresses tbit fact, as fly means that which givra joy. the beauty, 
it mean» r the grace Lor gracious gift) of lnreHn«e«. goodness, which bring delight ; 
God,” like 1 Theodore/’ then kind fleas, favor, good-will Hence

7. Тм* SAM* CiME for a witness, the gif*S and favors which are the exprea- 
rather. a witneseiog, for taslimony To *km of good-will, and thence, still thofe 
Fear. In order that be might bear .wit- fully, the free, loving bestowal of this favor 
ness of the LIght, because, the light andthese good gifts. And truth. "As 
being fpirituel and men’s eye* closed, or being the perfect revelation of God the 
latent ЩімдоЕХ worldly things, they Father : combining in himself and matii- 
would net notice ibe light which shone in fearing alt divine reality, whether in the 
the humble Jews. being, the law, or the character of God.

TV** ALL MEN through him might He embodies what men ought to know and 
believe in the light, first by hts Witness, believe of God ; what they should do as 
and then by seeing for themselves. children oiGOd, and what they Should be.”
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