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gain elected me as their secre-
have been instructed to arrange
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bu pr and give such other
that will insure getting good
Stock at reasonable prices.

my earnest endeavor to give
ptisfaction to the patrons of the
alln the future as | have’in the
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ns wanting stock out with this
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v of April next.
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haing, . thence east 30 chains,
h 40 chains, comprising an isl-
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unction of the” Eckstell River
eena River,
20th, 1903.
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1PIRTED CAPTURE
OF TORPEDO BOATS

THE JAPS TAKE MORE
RUSSIAN. VESSELS

'

Fix Base Further North Than
Chemulpo, = =

~

, Feb, 23.—The Nagasaki cor-

t of the Daily Telegraph under

o of February -22nd, reports that the

we squadron has captured four

i torpedo boats af*Port Arthur by

of using Russian signals.. This

dispatch appears to confirm méports from

: s quarters .of a fresh attack on
Arthur.by the Japanese.

e report reached Nagasaki from

Chefoo, and it adds that the Russian

crews of the four torpedo boats have

been mxusferred..

No other news of this attack has been
re¢eived in London, but the Chefoo cor-
respondent of the Morning Post dated
yesterday says the statement is current
that the Japanese torpedo boat destroy-
ers in the attack on Port Arthur of
February 14th sunk or damaged two
Russian battleships in addition to the
torpedo boat already reported.

It is possible therefore that the report
of the Telegraph’s Nagasaki eorrespond-
ent also refers to the earlier attack,

A corregspondent of the Associated
Press cables that Porf Arthur is now

r a naval stronghold and the forts
are being manned by naval gunners.

The report that large bodies of Cos-
secks and other troeps are ‘oceupying
Newchwang and Hsin Ming Tin are un-
feunded.

A Daily Mail dispatch from Hongkong
says a British squadron is there, and
that a corresponding Freneh eoncentra-
tion of warships is occurring at Saigon,
Indo-China, this supposedly as a zesult
of the Anglo-Frénch understanding. -

Indefinite reports of the movements of
troops in the vicinity of the Yalu river
and statements of attempts to-cut the
Siberian railroad ave algo published this
morning,

hote is to the following effect, although
the text is mot yet obtainabile:

“That the Russian government, be-
lieving all civilized powers to be faith-
fully desirous-that the law of nations
shall be strictly adhered fo in the pres-
ent war, respectfully calls the attention
of the neutral governments to these two
instances in which Japan has violated
this law: In threatening the neutral
port of Chemulpo, where warships of
many nations were gathered, demanding
the departure _frem that port of - the
Russian men-of-war Varigg and Koreitz,
under penalty of attack within the har
bor, and in attacking the Russian fleet
at Port Arthur on the nights of Febru-
ary &§th amd 9th, and. on the following~
days, their attacks having taken plnoe
prior to a formal declaration of war and
‘before the Japanese minister at St.
Pefersburg, or the Russian mm!ster at
Tokio, had left their posts. It is also
claimed that the attack took place after
a commaunication from the Japanese min-
ister to the Russian government expres-
sing the hope that the interruption of
diplomatic relations would be brief.”

Difficulties Increased.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 23.—Heavy snow
and blizzards over the Siberian railroad,
especially east of Baikal, are largely
increasing the difficulties of transporting
troops, beside better enabling Chinese
brigands to operate. Japanese agents
are reported north of Vladivostock, in-
citing the brigands to action.

Now at Harbin.

Ying Kow, Feb, 22.2Viceroy Alexieff
and his full staff have just arrived at
Harbin, where headquarters hnve been
es’tabhshed

No Hurry, ~

Pans, Feb. 22.—Regarding the offer of
the French Red Cross Society to send
relief immediately to ~Manchuria, the
Russian ambassador has writtén to Rus-
sian military authorifies on the/subject.
He says land operations will not com-
mence before some weeks, and then only
should practical relief measures be taken.
This statement is accepted as an indica-
tion that the Russians wish to complefe .
the coneentration of their troop® before
engaging th a decisive combat.

The Care of Prisoners.

Tokio, Feb. 22.—The news of the
escape from death of the crew of the
Nakanoura Maru was' received with
satisfaction here, and possibly lessens
the feeling of bitterness towards the
Russians on account of the sinking of
bureau has been created and regulations
regarding the treatment of prisoners of
war published. The Tokio government,
it is understood, has anticipated the ne-
cessity of soon providing for the care of
Russian prisoners.

Baron, Kanesko, who as already an-

The Wex-Hm Wei cO‘lT‘-.p(r.d}edlf of {he |
Times : !
renidary "Japawc: ti%
of rations there which %e says dem®
onstrated that the Japanese military or-
ganization is superior to that of any
European power. A general Japanese
advance along the Pekin road to Korea,
tue correspondent continues, is expected
ghortly. The original plan was to land
at Masampho, but the naval success en-
abled the Japanese to begin operations at
(mn ulpo and a further chan.g-e of base

iighly probqble . When ice breaks up
troops will be established at Ping Yang
in sufficient strength to guard against a
sudden Russian descent. It is believed
that while the sea power of Russia at

Viadivostock is intact, the Japanese Wil
not attempt to land on the western eoat
of Korea. As an evidence of Japan’s in-

{ is worthy of note that her

are busy patroiling towards the
iwest of Korea and that she is miov

: llery at Chemulpo, Evem

thing s, 1 immediate-dash for a

strategic position in Northgrn Kores, the
correspondent concludes, and it is pos-
sible the Russians are conmdembl‘y
ther south than it is supposed.

Conspicuous at the = entrance of
Chemulpo harbor were the wrecks of the
Russian vessels that had been sunk after
the engagement with the Japanese. Salv-
ing operations had already been begun
on the Variag and the divers were ate

work on the sunken cruiser.

Japan’s action in Korea amounts to
an acceptance of responsibility of the
safety of foreigners throughout Korea,
and ail apprehension of loeal disturb-
ances have heen allayed.

The road as far as Hwang Ju is good
The conditions are such that it would
be almost impossible for the Russians at
bresent to 4]1011\ the Japanese advanee.
However, the distriet between the Yaht
P\~I and Ping Yang is of such strafe-
‘tlue as to necessitate strenuous
'ts on the part of both combatants
Y occupy it. Success by the Russians
n. s repspect will render Chemulpo
1n ble as a base by the Japanese.
the other hand, should the Japan-
ese successfully occupy it, they wilk
have a clear field and an open sea behind
e over which they cam hurry addi-

\11]11 and it is believed thaf two
s of Japanese scouts have al-
reached Ping Yang. This being
mediate - skirmishing may be ex-
“d at several points,
Sinking of Steamer.
i, Feb. 22.—In an interview
captain of the steamer Nakan-
:h was sunk by the Russian
ostock squadron, says that on the
g of February 11th, four Russian
Ups were sighted at a distance of
miles, The wanships signalled the
toura to follow them, and after-
j::n;llled that all on board should
the steamer in fifteen minutes. I
veantime the warships opened fire
¢ Nakanoura. The secong sxgm'l-
intended to save the crew:
* Nakanoura was lowering the
> 1Wo men were wounded and fell
sea. The remainder of the crew
tken on board the cruiser Grom-
il provided with clothing. They
ansferred on February 15th to the
_r Stolberg from Viadivesteck, but
tolberg, after proceeding five
was stopped by the Russmns and
L until February 19th. :

Russia’s Note of Protest.
ington, Feb, 22.——RUS_SJ£ is ad-

*i the Japanese armoured ecruisers Nishin

‘nounced will sail for the United States

vt ke skt

| lativus of the two countries, ‘

Viee-Governor Takashai, of the Bank

of Japan, who goes to America and Eng-

land, will- investigate the fmancial
situation. . : :

The British naval officers who-brought

and Kasuga (purchased from Argentina)
from Genoa, Italy, to Japan, be recdeived
in audience by the Mikado to-morrow.
The Nobleman’s Club banquetteds them
Saturday. Gratitude toward Great Bri-
tain is intense.

The announcement that Japanese
fugitives from Manechuria have bgen
saved from further Rassian cruelty by
the good offices of Mr. -Conger, United
States ministér at Pekin, was received
wifh the highest evidences of apprecia-
tion,

Japanese convertible war notes have
begun fo0 be placed  in ecirculation at
Seont and Chemulpo. - They are of six
denominations, the highest being ten yen
($5). It is veported' that the panic- at
Newchwang is increasing owing to. ap-
prebension of a Japanese attack. ~Rus-
sian financial credit there is completely
destroyed.

Pessimistie Views.

Berlin, Feb. 22.—The Militar Woch-
enblatt, the organ of the German gen-
eral staff, has published an article dis-
cussing Russia’s prospects of reinforcing
her army in Bast Asia. The paper takes
a pessimistic view of the capacity of ‘the
trans-Siberian railroad, and especially of
the section crossing Lake Baikal, where
Lt says the difficulties to be overcome
are enormous. The limited eapacity of
the line is said to be a much more serious
matter than the threatened damage to it
by natives. The paper estimates the
present troop-moving capacity of the
railroad from Russia’s  experience -last
summer -in moving  two brigades to
Tschita, east of Lake Baikal, which was
only aceomplished at the rate of twelve
miles an hour. At this rate it would
take 36 days to convey 25,000 men from
the Rural mountains to Mukden or
I Vladivostock, -

The  paper assumes * the present
strength of the Russian army in Hast-
ern Asia to be 158,761 men, and upon
the foregoing estimate of time.required
to move troops, it declares it will not be
until April 20th before Russia can raise
the strength of her East Asia :army -to
"233,000 men.

The Militar is-0f the opinion that the
first thing for Japam to do to compel
Russia to abandon Manchuria is to eon
centrate her forces against Harbin.

. Consul at Newchwang,

‘Washington, Feb. -22,—The state de-
partment has heard nothing whatever
from United States Consul . Miller at
Neéwchwang todching the troubles he has
had with Russian officials in endeavor-
ing to+ecarry out the department’s in-
struetions to look after Japanese inter-
ests at that port, It is said that if these
offieials-are supportéd by their govern-
ment in obstrueting the American consul
in discharge of this humane duty the
department can do nothing further..

BOUND FOR BLACK SEA.

Transports With Troops .and Ammuni--
tion Leave For Odessa.

Port Said, Feb.  23.—The Russian
transports Orxel, with 1,125 troops on
board, and the Smolensk, Toaded with

‘—“ to the powers a vigorots eom-
fion charging Japan with repeat- |
tions of the laws of nations. The

ammunition and provisions, both arrived
i here to-day from the Suez, and will pro-
ceed for Odessa during the day.

2 2 e o «

foon D’n.rsd!.y ls charged with 2 lh‘}‘}-\“

I-nounce only victories to the admiralty,

‘mand, but the vicerdy, being - a sailor,

A JAPANESE

Y

DEFEAT PREDI

NOTES.

A black line marks the rallway Japan has
built in Korea. Its-southern terminus is
Taku, sixty miles from Fusan; o the north
it attains lmr%qual distanpe. A rallway

wighteen miles long joins Chemulpo nd

Another tmmch is planned to jein

Seon,l and Gensan on Broughten Bay. This

bay was named after Captain Broughton.

an English sailor, who was the first to enter

its ‘waters. He did so-with the Providence,
a little boat of 16 guns, on Oet. 4th, 1797.

_Gensan is proteeted ‘y a chain of moun-

» and is ~excel! huse ot naval

Mostof the towns and vﬂl’ages of Koren
are gituated about eight or ten miles from
the coast. This curious fact is due to in-
cursions in the old times of Japanese pirates
“The Yalu River is navigable as far from
its mouth as Shahotsu, the great commer-
cial centre of the district.

I-HM-\NEJ
3 (snlrlsn\

Berlin, Feb, 23.—The Lokal Anzeiger
“to-day in a dispatch from Tokio sdys:
©, “A fresh engagement iiok plaee at
i’;a‘t mm o Thureday Yast,

- e —-“r——
RUSSIAN ON OUTLOOK.

Predicts War Will End in August or
September in-Complete Defeat
of Japs. -

St. Petersburg, Feb. 23.—“The war
will end in August or September in the
complete defeat of the Japamese,” said
to the Associated Press to-day a high
authority in intimate touch with the Rus-
sian war plans, whese opinion can be
taken faithfully to reflect the belief in
the highest official quarters, He added:

“How the Japanese can hope to suc-
ceed when-our army in the KEast is
strengthened to a point equal or superior
in-numbers te that of our adversaries we
are honestly unable to- comprehend. It
will not-be difficult to place two, four, or
even six hundred thousand additional
men in the field if necessary. When our
forceg.are concentrated and ready they

will- finish by driving the Japanese into |

the sea.

#Frankly, it seems to us that the Jap—
anese either have utterly failed to ap-
preciate’ Russia’s resources or have
counted on the aid of Great Britain, or
the United States, neither of whom ever
contemplated becoming involved. So far
as Great Britain is concerned, we do not
believe any hallucinations existed there.
We think the British Statesmen who did
so much to push Japan into war realized
that with Japan's defeat they would ac-
complish two things for Great Britain:

“First, to give Russia a check. Of
course the war must impede our progress
temporarily.

““Second, to cripple Japan's marmme
power, which was beginning to be greatly
felt on the Pacific Coast.

“It can be said with the utmost posi-
iveness ‘that Russia will bide her time.
She will act on the defensive until she
is confident that her weight of numbers
will leave no doubt as to the result. Re-
inforcements are going forward at the
rate of 3,000 per day. Probably some
time will elapsedefore Russia feels pre-
pared to asSume the offensive.

‘“The conviction is growing here in offi-
cial circles.that in spite of Japanese de-
nials the Japanese fleet was  severely
crippled off Port Arthur in the enagage-
ment which began: February 8th. The
admiralty has not direet official infor-
mation to support this, except the man-
ner in which the Japanese abandoned the
attack at the end of 45 minutes.

“It 1is pointed out at the admlmlty
that two -weeks have now elapsed with-
out the whereabout of the Japanese fleet
bemg deﬁnitely reported, and the opin- }
{fon is gaining ground that it has _gone
to a Japanese port for repairs.”

It is pointed out-also that it -has al-
ways been the Japanese poliey to an-

the -authority addmg “we know they
sustained-losses in the China war which
were Rever admitted.”

General Kouropatkin will not leave for
the East:for another fortnight. In the
meantime he is going to his country . es-
tate to bid farewell to relatives. His
status has not yet been fully settled by
the terms of his appointment. The gen-
eral will command the Manchurian army,
subject to Viceroy Alexieff, but _his
powers will probably be éxtended to. in-
clude the troops north of Manchuria. The
official yview of the status is that Viceroy
Alexieff will remain- in supreme com-

General Kouropatkin will be appointed
his lieutemant for the army. Admiral
Makaroff is for the navy.

-

The viceroy's departure from Port Ar-
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BIRD’S-EYE VIEW OF THE SCENE OF CONFLICT.
Sketch giving an idea of the proximity of Japan’s Forces to the Battle Ground, show-

ing the Distance . of St. Petersburg and

the Single- Line of Rail on which Russia

largely dépends for transport of men and munitions of war.
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thur was not due to apprehension of the
possibility of its investment; but.simply
to the requirements of the
situation so.as to engble him to direct the
operations now .in progress-along the line
-of the Korean fromtier from ‘a more
central. peint. - Possibly he will not re-
main at Mukden, but will ‘go from place
to place as eircumstances dema.nd

Speaking on the subject of the possxble
investment ef Port Arthur, the military
authorities hére do not believe the Jap-
anese will attempt a landing if~force on
the Liao Tung peninsula. The former
say there is nothing the Russians would
like better than such, as an = attempt
would be doomed to certain failure. The
authorities here assert that the southern
portion  of the peninsula-is strongly
guarded and that the northern shore pre-
sents insuperable obstacles. - The only
chance of the Japanese, it'is claimed;
would be marching down from XKorea,
but to do this, it is added, they must
first defeat the Russian army on this side
of the Yalu river, and even if successful
tuey ‘would be face to face with impreg-
nable strongholds,

The Associated Press now understands
that” Grand Duke Alexis, uncle of the
Cgzar, and high admiral, has reconsidered
his determination to go to the Far East.
He is extremely anxious to go; but the
Grand Duke felt that his duties here
would, necessitate his remaining in St.

| Petersburg.

R A
DE(;.OMTED OFFICERS.

Pregentation to Captains and Lieuten-
/ bt Who Toeok New Cruigers to
2 N Japan.

Tokio, Feb, 23.—The Mikado to-day
received in audience Captains Lee and
Paynter, and Lieut. Boyle, of the Bri«
tish navy, and thdnked them, for navigat-
ing the Japanese armoured cruisers Nis-
shin and Kasuga from Genoa, Italy, to
Japan. His Magjesty conferred on themi
the order of the Rising Sun, nd present-
ed them with gifts of silver and lacquer
work from-the‘imperial collection. =

The foreign créw- of the Nisshin sails
for home on the steamer Siberia from
Yokohama by way of San.Francisco.

-~ __,O.____ X
REMAINS AT TOKIO,

The Mikade Will Net Go to Kydto as
Was Originally Intended,
~Pokio; Feb, 23.—The plan mangeds
for the Pmperor and imperial headquar-
ters to move fo Kyofo has been tempor-
arily abandofied, and it is now th

befter not to remove until after the os-‘

ing of the specml session. of the diet
early din- April
movmg the seat of government and. conr
vening the diet at Kyoto is the Teason
assigned for the change in . the plan.
Small interest is manifested in the forth-
coming general election, The war over-
shadows all political qnestions just now.

- The country is united politically, and it

strategical

The inconvenience of re- |-

N —
is expected that the new diet® wilk fully
support-the government and eordiattyap-
prove all measures concerning the w-a’r
—e

RLbHI\G TROOPS -TO KOREA.

Loundon, Feb, 24.—In a dispateh from
| Tokio a correspendent of the Times
-8ays some hundreds of Cossacks regched
ChonJu. thirty  miles south of the Yalu
triver on the afternoon of February 20th.
Thirty troopers crossed the river at Ka- !
zan-the same evening, thus arriving
within forty-five miles of Ping Yang, |
Korea.- A rumor prevails here that the
Russian Vladivostock squadron has dgain
put to sea.

A correspondent of the Times at Wei-
Hai-Wei says he bears that all the me-
chanics at Port Arthur, Dalny  and
Vladivostock “are Chinese, and that it is
impossible for the Russians to repair
.their damaged warships.

The Chefoo correspondent of the Morn-
ing Post, -undér yesterday’s date, says
40,000 more Japanese troops have landed
at Chemulpo, and that he had received
confirmation of the report that some Jap-
anese have landed at Pigeon Bay, others
at Talienwan, and that an engagement
occurred on the night of February 12th.

The. correspondent at Seoul, of. the
Daily Mail, reports.a panic at Ping
Yang, horea, which is regarded as_her-
alding the approach eof the Opposing
armies.

According to the-Standard’s -carres-
pondent at Seoul, the Japanese bem-
barded Port Arthur at intervals. be-

-} tween” the 8th and 14th of February,

inflicting, however; but slight injury:

Thé report is confirmed, this corres-
pondent continues, that ~miles of rail-
road track and - seme important bridges
have been - destroyed between Harbin
and Vladivostock.

If the latter report is true, it would
be a great advantage to the Japanese,
as Vladivostock is known to be very
badly supplied, and it, therefore, could
not long resist a Japanese attack. There
Is still, however, no news ot actnal
operations “of any kind.

Special diSpatches - from  St. Peters-
burg give various sensatiopal reports of
a political mature. - The Tqlegraph, - for
instance, says the Russian _ government
has ordered its -ambassador ~at Con-
stantmople to obtain the permission of
the Porte for the exit of

bassador, deelined to make this request,
and. was able to” give the Russian for-
4 eign office eonclusive reasons for his
refusal.

Executed.

.St. Petersburg, Feb. 23.—The . Jap-
anese who were hanged by Russians in
Manchuria for attempting to blow up
the railroad bridge over the Sunga. river
were disguised as coolies. They were
“arrested “just as-they were “about - to
grake the: attempt. Ing - revealed
the fact that they were Japanese officers:

‘the Black |-
Sea-fleet, but M. Stinovieff, the am-4

TABLE OF DISTANCES.

Straits of Korea to Vladivostoek ....
Straits of Kerea to Port Arthur
Fusan to Skimonoseki, Japan -

River Yalu to Chemulpo (by sea) .
Chemnlpo to Sasebo (Japan’s arsena)),

Port Arthnr to Chemulpo .
Port Arthur to Forts of Ta
Port Arthur to Chefoo.
Chefoo to Shanghal
Wel—Hal-Wel to Hongkong

(by sea)
Vlndh'ostock to Russian frontier, near
Ekaterineberg
Prineipal Japanese lslands—Hondo Klu-
shin, . Shikoku, Yezo. Prineipal southern
lslnnds—Lulkln, Formosa.

ETER THE GREAT. BAY

AON‘OSTOK

of Vthe generaﬂ staff, named Col. Assai,
of -the engineers, and-Licuts. - Zenelei-
ascha” and: Kasulata, of the sappers,

_They  were hanzed from the gl:dgrs oi
‘b bridge.

1" The newspapérs of Port Arthur, dated
" February 4th, reached St. Petersburg to-
day, indicating that they were less than
three weeks in transit. Troop trains

§ probably reguired a longer time on ac-

eount of the difficulties at Lake Baikal,
where provisions and troops are crossing
on-ice trains. The stories of suﬁermgs
of the troops at the crossing.are increas-
ing. The correspondent of the Associa-
ted Press is informed that the Czar re-
cently stood at the telegraph key and
talked with Vieceroy Alexieff practically
uninterrupted.

M. Jeletz, a military expert, who is to
accompany ‘General Xouropatkin to the
front, predicts that the Japanege will
make their base of operations along the
line between Ping Yang and Wonsan,
Korea, relying upon the proteetion of the
fleet against a flank attack. The Japan-
ese army will, from' this liné, have ‘te
march two hundred miles over mountain-
ous country to the Yalu river,, where they
will find the Russians strongly entrench-
ed. - If they succeed inforcing this line
| back they will find another strong Rus-

sian line extending from the Yalu to
‘Mukden They may then divide their

i forees, using only one-half to hold the
+ Russians in check, while the other h#lf
¥ goes south to besiege Port Arthur. In

this event, the Japanese wilt be liablé to
I a flank attack by the northern Russian
forces at Kirin.

The appointment of Admlral Meakaroff
to the command of the Russian Pacific
fleet, has been published in the Gazette.

A Russian correspondent of the - Asso-
ciated>Press -at Port Arthur’ telegraphs
that the appointment of General Kouro-
patkin to command Russia’s  military
forces in the Far East has been received
with delight there.~ Before leaving Port
Arthur, the corresrondent con inues, Vice-
roy Alexieff conferred upon Lieut.-Gen.
Stoessel all the rights of commander in
the fortified district.

Preparations at Harbin.

Paris, Feb. 24.—In a dispatch* from
Harbin, Manchuria, a correspondknt of
the Matin says ambnlances are being
sent there from all parts of Russia, and
that the Baltic railroad has furnished a
sanitary train for 200. wounded.

A - dispatch © from~ Port - Arthar, pub-
lished this morning, denies categorically
the reports of a new attack by Japan-
_ese~ torpedo boats, and says that: they
have been repulsed with loss as -~ they
appeared in the roddstead.

"The Russian colony at Seoul has taken
refuge in the legation at Chemulpo and
in the offices of the Russian East China
Company, which is guarded by sailors.

The allegation is made, according to
this dispatch from Port Arthur, that
the Japanese hiave dethroned the Em-
peror of Korea and annexed ‘the coun-
try. Bighty-two women are following
fourses ‘in- ambulance work at the cen-
tral hospital <her..

The Purchase of Warships.

London, Feb. 23.—During a discus-
sion in the House of Commons to-day of
the supplementary . navy estimates
-amoutning- to $6,350,000, the secretary
of the admiralty, replying to criticisms
of the government for purchasing the
two Chilean battleships built “in Great
Britain, but not delivered owing to the
dmarmameut convention between Chile
and Argentina, announced that the two
vessels had been acquired at the ost of
armored cruisers, and said the govern-
ment would thereby be enabled to cur-
.tail the construction programme of
1904, laying down only two new bat-

tleships -instead of three, as previously
intended. Had the Chilean ships passed
into' the hands of another power, the
secretary continued, the balance of
naval strength would have been seriously.
affected.

United States Fleet.

Washington, Feb. 23.—United States
naval officials are considering earnestly
the strengthening of the American Asi-
atic fleet in view of the vast interests
of the United Statessin the Philippines
and in China and Korea, and the prob-
ability that disturbances may necessi-
tate-their proteetion at any time. While
the fleet is regarded as too small there
is a desire to avoid exciting the suspi-
cion of interfering. A high official fo-
night said that events are moving se
rapidly that it is impossible to tell what
a day’s deyelopments may demand. Rear-
Admiral Evans has cabled the navy de-
partment expressing a “wish to remain in
the Far East for the present. He feels
the. situation is extremely impertant and
offers to remain, although his tour of sea
duty is up*next month. The department
has ecabled him, leaving the matter en-
tirely to his own judgment. The an-
nouncement was made to-night that the
department had every confidence in the
wisdom of Admi/ral Evans’s decision.

REPORTED REPULSE OF-JAPS.

Paris, Feb, 24.—A dispatch. to the
Havas Agency from Port Arthur says
that four Japanese cruisers and two
Japanese fransports-have been sunk in
a fresh attack on Port Arthur.

The dispateh adds that the attack was
repulsed afid¢ the Russian battleship
Retvizan covered hemself with glory.

— e

ANOTHER REPORT.

Steamer Asrives at Chefoo With Story
of Several Japanese Warships
Being Disabled. =

Chefoo, Feb, 21.—The steamer Gov-
ernouir Jaeschi, .while passing Port
Arthur at 3 o'clock this morning, heard
heavy firing in that direction.

There is a persistent report abroa@
that several Japanese warships have
been disabled, but so far it is unconfirm-

t
Amnother steamer passing Dalny about
the same time that the Governour
Jaeschi' was off Port Arthur, reports
that she heard no ﬁnng
Thirteen. warships are said to have
passed Wei-Hai-Wei to-day heading
East. . There were sixteen ships in the
original fleet,
ptoti T S
JAPS REPULSED.
Four Battleships Reported Damaged By
Russians gnd Run Aground, -

—The foreign office re- .
; -afterngon the following
dlspatch \£m the French consuiate at
Chefoo: ™
“The Russians have repulsed a Japan—
ese attack upon Port Arthur.
“Four Japanese battleships were dam-—
aged and run aground.”
PR, T
NOT CREDITED.

Japanese Legation at Washington Doubts
Report of Sinking or Ships,

Washington, Feb. 24.—The Japanese
legution here discredits the sinking of
four Japanese warships and two trans-
ports at Port Arthur. Attention is call-
ed to the fact that both the reports to
that effect emanate from Russian sources
and herefore should be accepted with
caution. Furthermore, the referenee to
the participation of the Retvizan in the
fighting and the reported simking of -
transports are both regarded-as casting
suspicion on the story. Y

The Retvizan is understood to be im
a condition unfitting her for battle for
many months, while the presence of
.transports -at Port Arthur cannot be ex~
plained: in view of the repeated state-
ments that Japan did not intend to land
troops on the Liao Tung peninsula st
this stage, and the transports could he
th2re for no other reason.

— e
ATTACK LAST NIGHT.

Several Vessels Said to Have Been Dans-
aged, But Nationality Not
Given.

Shanghai, Feb. 24 —1.35 p. m.—The-
Russian consul and ‘the commander of
the Russian gunboat Mandjur, now i
these watefs, received an official tele--
gram to-day announcing that the Japan-
ese: made a futile attack on Port Arthuw
last night.

The dispatch added that six vessels
were reported to be disabled, but thaw
the character and nationality of the ships
were unknown.

[P, N

S MISPA’KE. =

No Russian Conﬁrmutxon of a Victory
Over the Japs at Port Arthur.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 24—1t appears
that the announcement from, Port Arthur
that four Japanese battleshipgs and . twor
Japanese transports had been sunk in &
fresh attack on Port Arthur was giver
out as official by mistake.

There is no official confirmation here
of a Russian victory at Por{ Arthur.
TR, T

RUSSIAN-SOLDIERS’

Main Force Still on the North Side of
the Yalu River.

Tokio, Feb. 24.—Reliable reports froms

 Northern Korea indicate that the Rus-

sians have not yet crossed the Yalw
river, Their scouts have, it is rumored,
penetrated into the country south eof
Wiju, but the main force will remaim
north of the river.. The Japanese seem
to be confident that the Russians are
unable to assemble sufficient force to at-
{fempt a movement into Korea. The

- Russian strength north of Yalu is vari-

ously estimated from twenty to forty
thousand. 3 0
According to the renorts of local
banks. the national lcan of 100,600,000
yen has been covered nearly four times.
The intense patriotism of all classes is
evinced by the fact that even servants
ard laborers are contributing from their
savings.

According to the Seoul correspondent




