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PONDER DETAILS 
OF ESTIMATES

HOUSE OCCUPIED WITH
ROUTINE BUSINESS

Minister Explains the Proposed 
Amendment to Land Act--The 

Timber Industry.

(From Tuesday’s Daily.)
The legislature yesterday made pro- 

the estimates, the afternoongress on
being given up to their consideration
In committee of the whole.

Considerable interest was lent to the 
proceedings by the way In which the 
president of the council was harassed 
by the criticisms of the heavy appro­
priations for the riding he represented. 
Hon. Mr. Carter-Cotton sought refuge 
from the attacks, by claiming Provi­
dential interference in connection with 
his return to the House, so that like 
the German Kaiser he could say “mein- 
self and Gott.”

The Land Act amendment was dis­
cussed at the sitting ip the evening, 
and Hon. F. J. Fulton explained that 
the government intended to make the 
increased royalty date from January 
next so as not to interfere with con­
tracts made by the mill men on the 
basis of the old rate.

The minister also made clear that 
the government intends. to Increase the 
royalty upon lands held under licenses 
issued prior to 1905 as well as those 
under the new licenses.

THE PROCEEDINGS.
Prayers were read by Rev. W. Leslie 

Clay.
Questions Answered.

Dr. Kergin asked the Hon. the Act­
ing Premier the following questions :

1. Does the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail­
way Co. now hold the Omineca and 
Northern Railway charter?

2. What subsidy does that charter 
convey?

8. What are the building conditions?
4. On what date must construction 

be commenced?
The Hon. R. G. Tatlow replied as

folows:
“1. The government is not aware 

that there is a railway bearing the 
name of the Omineca and Northern 
Railway. If the question refers, as 
possibly it does, to the Pacific Northern 
and Omineca Railway, the government 
has no information that the charter of 
asld railway has been acquired by the 
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Com­
pany.

“2. 3 and 4. The information sought 
by these questions, if^they refer to the 
Pacific Northern and Omineca Rail­
way, can be obtained by consulting 
the following Statutes of British Col­
umbia:—1900, chap. 50; 1902, chap. 77; 
1903, chap. 40; 1905, chap. 67.”

Dr Kergin asked the Hon. the Chief 
Commieioner of Lands and Works the 
following questions:

1. To whom were Crown grants is­
sued, or to whom are Crown grants to 
be issued, on the following lots in the 
neighborhood of Kaien Island: 130, 632, 
506, 646, 646A, 645 , 505, 449, 450, 446, 607, 
447, 634, 644, 643, 502, 503, 641, 501, 647, 
642, 131, 633?

2. Has the government Reserve line 
on the Tsimpsean Peninsula ever been 
defined by the government?

3. If not, why not?
The Hon. F. J. Fulton replied as fol­

lows :
“1. 130, Wm. Mackenzie; 632, A. G. 

H. Potts; 506, not applied for; 646, Geo. 
F. Weeks; 646A, Geo. F. Weeks ; 645, 
Geo. F. Weeks; 505, E. J. Matthews; 
449, Edward Donald; 450, Edward Don­
ald; 446, E. J. Matthews; 507, Edward 
Donald; 44t, Edward Donald; 634, A. 
B. Simon; 644, John W. Clarke; 643, 
Geo. T. Kane and M. G. McDaniel; 
502, Edward Donald; 603, Edward Don­
ald; 641, Geo. T. Kane and M. G. Mc­
Daniel; 501, E. J. Matthews; 647, Angus 
Campbell; 642, Geo. T. Kane; 131, 
Bruce Craddock; 633, not applied for.

“2. No.
“3. As not been deemed expedient.”
Dr. Kergin asked -the Hon. the Act­

ing Premier the following questions:
1. Is this government aware whether 

the Federal Government have grant­
ed to the G. T. P. R. any portion of 
the Tsimpsean Indian Reserve?

2. What steps are being taken by 
this government in this matter?

The Hon. Mr. Tatlow replied as fol­
lows:

“1. From the report of a debate which 
took place in the Dominion House of 
Commons on the 25th of January last, 
the government understand that the 
Indians of the Tsimpsean Indian Re­
serve have surrendered to the Domin­
ion government whatever rights they 
have In the lands comprised in said 
Reserve, and that the Dominion 
eminent have conveyed such Indian 
Title to the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail­
way, or rather have undertaken to 
convey such title to said Company.

“2. The Provincial Government have 
advised the Dominion Government and 
the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway 
Compnay that if the Indians have 
made such a surrender as above 
ttoned, that the absolute title of said 
lands Is now in His Majesty in the 
right of the Province of British Col­
umbia.”

Dr. Kergin asked the Hon. the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works 
the following questions:

1. What are the exact terms upon 
which the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail­
way obtained and hold the 10,000 acres 
on Kaien Island?

2. What are the conditions regard­
ing construction, and the prosecution 
of surveys and other work 
townslte?

8. In the event of the G. T. P. shut­
ting down work on the townslte until 
the reversionary right in the Indian 
Reserve is settled, does the 10,000 acres 
revert to the Crown ?

4. Under the terms of this grant for 
10,000 acres for townslte purposes, are 
the G. T. P. compelled to lay off this 
townslte and improve same at once 
and continue actual work?
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Mr. Oliver said that the minister was 
not frank in 'his explanation. This . 
cloud burst affected the other hatch­
eries, and the Birkenhead hatchery 
would, it was estimated, have produced 
several times what it did.

J. H. Hawthornthwaite wanted to 
know if the fish, after being stripped of 
ova, were returned to the dam.

Cruelty to Indians.
Mr. Oliver did not know whether they 

were returned to the dam. He defied 
the government to deny that the com­
missioner had the streams patrolled by 
armed men who threatened to shoot 
down Indians who sought to take sal­
mon, and forced these Indians to take 
the half rotten fish after being strip­
ped.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said attacks 
had been made from time to time from 
the opposition side upon Mr. Babcock. 
Another civil servant, Dr. Fagan, had 
been attacked a few years ago. If he 
had been removed then it would have 
been a disaster to the province, as hi 
had proved the right man in the right 
place during the past few years

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said he did not 
care whether Mr. Babcock were an 
American or a Canadian. It was a 
question of whether he was competent. 
He would have liked to hear from Mr. 
Brewster, one of the men in the House 
who had expert information, 
not consider Mr. Oliver an expert. He 
did not approve of an attack like this 
unless backed up by expert evidence.

Hon. Mr. Fulton said the figures of 
the member for Delta did not show 
cruelty. Only about 200,000 fish entered 
the dam and about 100,000 were let out 
to pass on, so that only 40,000 were kept 
for spawning purposes.

He denied that men were employed 
to keep the Indians from getting fish 
for smoking. Mr. Babcock's last report 
showed that 5,000 salmon that had not 
been stripped were smoked by the In­
dians.

Mr. Oliver contended that there wag 
no need to employ retaining ponds at 
Seton lake, any more than they should 
be used at the Dominion hatcheries. 
He took exception to the sneers of Mr. 
Hawthornthwaite as to his (Mr. 
Oliver’s) knowledge of salmon canning. 
He would inform him that the first 
cannery in the province was in his 
constituency, and that the Fraser was 
the home of the fishing industry. He 
could tell Mr. Hawthornthwaite that 
practically every fisherman on the 
Fraser demanded the dismissal of this 
official. That the late member for 
Lillooet came down and demanded the 
dismissal of this man at the request of 
his constituency. The cannerymen, with 
the exception of the C&nners’ Associa­
tion, whom Mr. Babcock represented, 
all demanded the dismissal of this 
man.

Continuing, Mr. Oliver said that Mr. 
Babcock represented the Canners* As­
sociation which sought to ruin the in­
dustry by employing fish traps.

He contended that Mr. Hawthorn­
thwaite got up simply to hear himself 
talk.

Hon. Mr. Fulton said that at one of 
the Dominion hatcheries the fish were 
kept penned in a box 10 feet square 
until ready to be stripped.

Mark JSaglesoo wished to know if 
Archie McDonald, when he was mem­
ber for Lillooet, did not ask to have 
this man dismissed. Mr. Eagleson said 
that he had seen the salmon after they 
were stripped handed over to the In­
dians. He had also seen men patrol­
ling the streams preventing the taking 
of salmon. He had seen a man on the 
weir with a*, hook lifting the fish out. 
This was a matter which called for 
serious consideration.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite said that if 
Mr. Babcock was backed up by the 
Canners* Association it spoke well for 
him, as the canners were experts and 
were interested in the preservation of 
the fish.

Mr. Oliver said that Mr. Babcock 
was backed by the Canners* Associa­
tion because he advocated fish traps 
and the closing of the Fraser river.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite contended fish 
trap^ were a more human method of 
taking fish than the gill nets.

Mr. Oliver atacked this view of the 
position.

The amendment was lost and the 
item for the fish hatchery passed.

Some exception was taken to the 
grant of $250 to the flockmasters. 
Parker Wililams contended that this 
was simply for the purpose of provid­
ing for a dinner for the knickerbocker 
farmers of Cowichan.

W. H. Hayward defended the grant, 
and said much benefit was derived 
from this.

Mr. Oliver wished to know if the gov­
ernment would favorably consider an 
application from a man who had 
cently started an industry in his rid­
ing—that of raising goats. (Laughter.)

On the vote of $7,000 for the destruc­
tion of wolves, panthers and coyotes, 
Mr. Hawthornthwaite suggested that 
this be increased, as a most effective 
way of preserving game.

Hon. H. C. Young said that there was 
an increase this year. It had further 
bpen arranged that in the payment of 
the bounty it was not now necessary 
to cut off the heads of the animals, 
thus destroying the value of the skin. 
In the case of the wolves the skins 
were worth about $3 each. With the 
bounty of $5 this was worth while.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite wanted atten­
tion paid to the destruction of preda­
tory birds like hawks, etc.

Mr. Oliver suggested that Socialists 
be included in the list. (Laughter.)

H. C. Brewster called attention to 
the fact that on the west coast of Van­
couver Island were some elk herds 
which were being depleted more from 
the ravages of the wolves than from 
the hunters. The wolves killed the 
young elk, and it was felt along the 
coast that everything should be done 
to prevent this slaughter by the 
wolves.

On the appropriation of $2,500 to the 
city of Rossland, J. A. Macdonald again 
raised an objection to such a vote as 
insufficient for the city. If the pro­
vince had as strong a case against the 
Dominion as the city of Rossland had 
against the province in this instance, 
there would be no hesitation about the 
province getting recognition. The cost 
of keeping up the municipal affairs of 
Rossland was $62,000 a year. The pe­
culiar position of Rossland affected tlu 
finances of the city very materially. 
Premier McBride in January last visit­
ed Rossland and urged the return of 
the Conservative candidate. The Pre­
mier stated that the memorial asking 
for a share of the two per cent, tax 
had been favorably received by him. 
and a pledge was given by the Premier 
that he would assist Mr. Campbell.

Conservative eandit^H 
share in this. It 
that was conditional 
of the Conservatives 
$2,500 was not at al^| 
needs. A promise 
the Premier that Rq^H 
in the two per cen^| 
construed as mean^H 
was to get one half^fl 

He did not objec^B 
getting a revenue f^B 
But the province in ^B 
confiscated the right^J 
the surface and the-H 
mines, He was rol^H 
Rossland, he simply 
get its rights.

He was willing to ^B 
naimo had to provi^B 
tion of the miners’ fa^B 
and meet other expe^B 
ernment, that it \\BB 
revenues to be derivM 
tion of the machine^B 
of the mines in the* 
taxes on the minera^B 

Hon. Mr. Tatlow a<* 
was a good deal of 
position put forward^! 
the opposition. He ,* 
into this matter be^H 
sion.

Mr. Hawthornthwa* 
were true that Ross* 
taining any revenue H 
rights of the mines a^B 
then that city had fl 
thought the minister* 
item stand over and* 
naimo should be coil 
same way. 1

Mr. Macdonald hopel 
ernment grant $10,0001 
year, pending the chal 
of taxation. He poinl 
mineral tax, inasmuch! 
of all other taxes, wl 
upon the minerals, anl 
though brought in uil 
mineral tax. The pel 
city of Rossland wel 
the taxes residents ofl 
paying for municipal 
were doing this and 1 
billties in a way whB 
the city.

After some other B 
Mr. Tatlow promised fl 

Mr. Macdonald sail 
of Rossland did not afl 
Into. Promises had fl 
and time again to lcfl 
was now the time foifl 

Mr. Carter-Cotton fl 
the two per cent, tal 
and In some years si 
might be got from thfl 
land.

Mr. Macdonald point! 
couver city taxed ififl 
ther the profits were! 
This was all the city I 
ed—the right to collecfl 
surface values of the ifl 

G. R. Naden point! 
Municipalities Union I 
this and passed a reM 
the recognition of thifl 
land. I

The item passed. I 
Dyking Assesl 

By message from fl 
Lieut. -Governor, a big 
JDyking Assessments fl 
1906, was introduced M 
its. second reading.

By another message I 
a bill to revise and afl 
and Steamers Act was I 
advanced to the sums 
preceding bill.

The House then adjJ 
in the evening.

Upon resuming in tl 
following bills, were I 
passed their first reads 

By J. H. Garden, a tl 
Land Registry Act ana 
ward a bill to amena 
Elections Act.

The bill to amend the 
reported and passed in 

The Tax on li 
On the second readin 

amend the Land Act, Dj 
the debate. He though^ 
crease worked to the 
the mill men who we] 
provincial lands as 
those who held their 
Dominion. From the Dd 
was held at $6 a square 
der the provincial Act 
$150 a mile. As a v< 
area was worked unde 
rule, those who opérai 
vfncial lands were sev 
ped.
was 50 cents a thousal 
crease of the provincial 
cents would give a si 
vantage to the mill if 
operating in the DorqiJ 

He argued that the j 
what they were often ] 
be. Besides the failure! 
the prairie sections wcj 
severely upon the Brj 
lumbermen. This incr 
would not effected the a 
which so much was hea 
tUal mill man.

He alluded to the faq 
mier had practically n 
act next year. The gq 
conceded to the mill j 
would not put the nex 
effect until January, à 
Would be brought down 
was not worth while pi 
now. It would be bette 

The debate was adjoy 
of W. J. Bowser.

He did

The royalty on

The Sanitorfl 
On the second readinfl 

incorporate the British I 
Tuberculosis Society, h! 
said that this explained!

J. H. Hawthornth wfl 
that the government stfl 
full responsibility for I 
ment of the anti-tuberl 
ium.

The bill pased its sec<fl 
Hon. Mr. Fulton propl 

reading of the bill consfl 
of appeal, and detailinfl
tion.

Hon. Mr. Fulton sail 
province there were ml 
cases than came up in ifl 
were mining cases and I 
which did not come ul 
He thought it was higl 
appellate court was créa 
ciple of the bill was sul 
be felt would object to. I 

Mr. Hawthornthwaite I 
to pay for these judges!

Hon. Mr. Fulton sala 
government.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite! 
ere not going to cost I 

light was thrown on it.I 
Hon. Mr. Fulton said 

*be salary of a registrar!

specting the exercise of such powers 
as to the council shall seem proper.”

J. H. Hawthornthwaite objected to 
this as it would only cripple this com­
pany.

J. A. Macdonald also took exception 
to it. He said that this would put the 
B. C. Telephone Company, who had a 
charter to cover the whole province, 
and had no such restrictions as this, in 
an advantageous position. Mr. Mc- 
Philllps, if he were not wrong, was the 
solicitor for the B. C. Telephone Com­
pany. The principle might be right, 
but it was not fair to give the large 
corporation an advantage over the 
smaller one.

The amendment was lost.
Several other amendments proposed 

by Mr. McPhillips and presented by 
Mr. Ross on his behalf were defeated 
also.

The committee rose and reported pro­
gress.

The House then adjourned.

(From Wednesday’s Daily.)
Yesterday in the legislature was 

given over for the most part to rou­
tine work. In the afternoon a spirited 
debate arose over the item for the fish 
hatchery, in which John Oliver advo- j 
cated the dismissal of the fishery com­
missioner.

THE PROCEEDINGS.
Prayers were read by Rev. W. Leslie 

Clay.
A bill was introduced by Hon. F. J. 

Fulton to amend the Bush Fire Act.
The resolution introduced by John 

Oliver, relative to freight and passen­
ger rates, passed without debate.

The House then went into commit­
tee of supply.

The item of $13,000 for the Seton Lake 
hatchery was again considered. John 
Oliver proposed to reduce this to $10,- 
000 and to strike out the $3,000 for the 
salary of the fishery commissioner.

In support of the resolution, Mr. 
Oliver said that Mr. Babcock showed 
poor judgment in the selection of the 
site of the hatchery, as it was at the 
lower end of the lake, near the Fraser 
river, and removed some distance from 
the natural spawning grounds. The 
site was selected in 1903, and had bçen 
examined by the Dominion officials as 
a site and passed over.

In the first year only 2,068,000 eggs 
were secured, or about five per cent, 
of the capacity of the hatchery. The 
next year only 10 per cent, of the ca­
pacity was secured. In 1905, the big 
year, 45,615,000 eggs were secured. La^t 
year only 1,887,000 sockeye eggs, 661,000 
spring salmon and 1,348,000 cohoes were 
taken, or 3,886,000 of a total. In the 
three years out of the four an insuffi­
cient supply had been secured.

Poorly Conducted.
Not only was the site badly selected, 

but the conduct of the hatchery was 
such as to condemn Mr. Babcock. A 
retaining pond had been created in the 
stream—fenced off by barriers. In that 
pond the salmon are retained until 
they are ready to spawn. The first 
salmon, according to the report of 1905 
of the commission, arrived July 28th, 
They continued to arrive through July 
arid August. The weather was - very 
hot in Lillooet about that season of 
the year. The water was as warm as 
new milk. The report showed that 40,- 
060 fish were let away from one end 
of the retaining pond, after being pen­
ned up 27 days. But the report did not 
tell of the thousands carted away by 
wagon load;: and ■ dumped into the 
stream neare. the Fraser 
report showed^ fehet the weir was again 
opened and 50,000 salmon let away, and 
a few days later 70,000 more were let 
pass into the lake. In ten days all 
these fish escaped. Not until the 12th 
of September were the fish apparently 
ready for spawning. This was 42 days 
after the fish first arrived. This meant 
that 200,000 fish were kept for that 
length of time in a pen 400 yards long.

There was taken from the fish 45,000 - 
000 ova, A small army was necessary 
to pick over the eggs and take the un­
fertile eggs out. Four times the em­
ployees, usually kept, were employed 
picking out the unfertile eggs. Mr. 
Babcack said that 30,000,000 fry 
turned loose and 10,000,000 fry was to be 
kept in the hatchery. But men who 
were there said that the fry died by 
millions when put in the nursery be­
cause the ova was diseased and the 
fry from it weak.

river. The

was

Criminal Act.
If horses and cattle were treated as 

these fish, those responsible would be 
in jail for cruelty to animals. The sal­
mon kept in the retaining pond were 
in an unnatural condition, and the eggs 
were not in shape to hatch healthy fry. 
The report of Mr. Babcock showed that 
the sockeye, blocked by the Quesnelle 
dam, had died without hatching in 
1902 before the dam was altered to al­
low fish to pass up. If they died there 
without hatching in the cool waters, 
what about the fish in the retaining 
pond, where the water was of a higher 
temperature?

The Dominion hatcheries had last 
year got 21.500,000, 10,000,000 and 6,500,- 
000 respectively, while the Seton Lake 
hatchery got only 3,000,000 eggs.

Hon. Mr. Fulton Replies.
Hon. Mr. Fulton said that the Seton 

Lake hatchery had not been turned 
down by the Dominion. The Birken­
head hatchery, now under the control 
of the Dominion, had been selected by 
Mr. Babcock when the province intend­
ed building a new hatchery there. The 
Dominion asked the province to give 
them the report, which was done. The 
take at the provincial hatchery had 
compared very favorably with those of 
the Dominion hatcheries. Last 
cloud burst resulted in the breaking 
of the weirs, and a large number of 
fish escaped. If this had not happen­
ed 8,000,000 more eggs, it was estimated, 
would have been received.

The minister denied the stories of 
cruelty. The dead fish removed 
fish from which the spawn had been 
taken and which died shortly after­
wards.

Mr. Oliver said that there wore scores 
of fishermen in British Columbia who 
recognized that the Birkenhead hatch­
ery was a suitable site for the hatch­
ery long before Mr. Babcock came to 
the province.

Mr. Oliver said that he had not the 
figures of the take In the Dominion 
hatcheries. He did not know where to 
get them in the building. He challeng­
ed the minister to compare the records 
at them and the provincial hatchery.

Hon. Mr. Fulton said that for several 
years the Dominion hatcheries got 
practically no fish, and got their spawn 
from Seton lake.

yeaj* a

were
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of methods to be used with respect to 
applying for lands and timber li­
censes.

In the latter case the minister said 
that the department had been subject­
ed to a good deal of bother and pro­
tests had followed from the fact that 
advertising was not necessary im­
mediately after the license had been 
applied for. Another applicant might 
go out and plant stakes over the same 
ground without knowing it. It was 
further stated that it was not an un­
common thing for a man to advertise 
and stake afterwards. The amending 
act required that the application for a 
license must be put in within 16 days 
or longer, according to the distance 
from a government office.

The classification of land was rear­
ranged, doing away with third class 
lands. It had been found that when 
the reports came to the department 
there was very little first class lands. 
It was mostly classified as second and 
third class. He did not think that 
the raising of the $1 land to $2.50 was 
a drastic move. The upset price of 
land in the railway belt held by the 
government was $2.50 up to 1880. Since 
that it wâs increased to $5 an acre. He 
knew that $5 an acre had been paid 
for lands which were not fit for irriga­
tion purposes, but which were fit only 
for mountain pasture. If land wâs not 
worth $2.60 an acre it was not worth 
much, and he did not know that the 
province would lose much by allowing 
the lands to remain not taken up.

The Timber Royalty.
It was also proposed to increase the 

royalty on timber from 50 cents a thou­
sand to 75 cents a thousand. The ex­
isting royalty had been In force for 
many years. For the past few years 
the province was making a good deal 
from timber, but it was thought that 
more should be obtained. Last year 
$220,000 was derived from this royalty. 
The timber belonged to the province, 
and the lumbermen, it was only fair, 
should pay a good sum for using it. 
Ontario afforded a precedent for this. 
In that province $2 was charged as 
compared with 50 cents her^ It might 
even be urged that the government was 
not increasing the royalty enough. In 
answer to this argument it was well 
to look at the other side. The lumber 
industry was just getting on Its feet, 
and capital was coming in. It would 
not be wise to disturb the conditions 
too much. It was therefore wise to go 
no higher than 75 cents a thousand.

His attention had been called to the 
fact that some lumber men had made 
contracts based upon the existing roy­
alty. It might be unfair to disturb the 
situation. He proposed therefore to 
make the act come in force in this re­
spect January 1st.

The act made provision for licensee 
or leasee to obtain a right of way for 
conveying timber over adjoining pro­
perty.

John Oliver wanted to know how this 
would affect lands held under licenses 
taken out under the act of 1903-04, or 
old leases.

Hon. Mr. Fulton said that as far as 
the price of license granted before 1905 
and made renewalable for 16 years, it 
would be at the old rate, but the roy­
alty would be collected according to the 
new rule.

J. H. Hawthcrwthwâite objected to 
this important bill coming down at this 
late hour in the session when the esti­
mates were pretty well disposed of and 
the bill was to be rushed through just 
as the session was closing. He object­
ed to the power being given the tim­
ber men to cut rights of way across 
farming property. He also took ex­
ception to doing away with $1 land af­
ter immigrants had been enticed to 
come out to the province.

The government had resolved to in­
crease the royalty 25 cents upon the 
Jumbermen who were making fortunes. 
But deputations came down and the 
government backed down.

Mr. Oliver called attention to a 
weakness in the amendment as ap­
plied to pre-emptions. The following 
sub-section he objected to:

“Any person who has cause to be­
lieve that a pre-emptor has failed to 
comply with any of the provisions of 
sections 7 and 13 may apply to the 
commissioner for the cancellation of 
the certificate. of record given to such 
pre-emptor, and thereupon the com- 
misisoner may grant him leave to 
stake the land in any manner author­
ized by this act pending the determin­
ation of the application, and if the 
said certificate of record be cancelled, 
the applicant, before noon of the next 
day after such cancellation, or within 
such further time as the commissioner 
at the time of cancellation shall allow, 
may, without further staking, file an 
application for the land under the pro­
visions of section 7 of thf- act.”

Under this sub-section the Chief 
Commissioner could grant leave to a 
person to restake the land before the 
certificate of record of the first pre- 
emptor was cancelled.

Mr. Oliver did not approve of this 
withdrawing of $1 an acre land from 
sale. The explanation of the minister 
shows that the machinery of the gov­
ernment was incomplete. The govern­
ment should have the lands surveyed 
and reported upon by government sur­
veyors.

The member for Delta pointed out 
other weaknesses in the act. One of 
these was the requirements of persons 
applying for 20 acre leases who could 
only apply for surveyed land, and yet 
the lessee was obliged to stake similar 
to a pre-emptor. Something was wrong 
with this surely.

He wanted to know exactly what the 
position of the license holders who held 
timber under the act of 1903-04 and the 
old leases. The minister said that it 
was proposed to raise the royalty. In 
the case of the holders of leases this 
was a direct violation of the agreement 
entered into by the government. The 
amendment to the act by which the 
licenses granted prior to 1905 
made renewable for 16 years was op­
posed by the opposition. It " was then 
represented that the royalty should not 
be increased in these cases. Now the 
government proposed to repudiate the 
agreements entered into then. It was 
a serious matter.

The debate was adjourned on motion 
of Dr. King.

The House went into committee on 
the bill to incorporate the Goldstream 
Telephone Company, with W. H. Hay­
ward in the chair.

W. R. Ross, in the absence of A. E. 
McPhillips, moved to add to the 
tion covering the putting in of its poles 
and wires, the following:

“In any municipality such 
shall be exercised only with the 
sent of the council by by-law or 
lutton, which by-law or resolution shall 
contain eueh conditions and terms re-

were
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powers
con-

reso-
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Hon. Mr. Fulton contended that the 

districts which returned Conservatives 
were progressive and prosperous and 
the residents showed their intelligence 
by returning Conservatives.

Mr. Oliver said that the legislation 
Introduced by the government this 
year was a splendid example of the in­
telligence on that side. (Laughter.)

North Vancouver.

bridges, Mr. Oliver wanted to know if 
provision was made in this for a bridge 
across the North Arm of the Fraser In 
Richmond district and the promise of 
which was largely instrumental in 
electing Hon. Mr. Cotton.

Hon. Mr. Cotton admitted that the 
government had promised to aid in this 
on condition the two municipalities 
connected by it paid a share. It would 
cost about $30,000 or $40,000.

Mr. Oliver asked if the government 
would give about $15,000.

The chief commissioner said it was 
conditional on the government not ex­
pending more than $15,000.

“Was this agreement made before 
election?” asked Mr. Oliver.

Hon. Mr. Cotton said that the bridge 
had been swept away before election 
and attributed it to an act of provi­
dence.

“Then if provider ce had not inter- 
ferred,” said Mr. Oliver, “the president 
of the council would not have been re­
turned.”

On the vote of $5,000 to aid North 
Vancouver in the matter of roads and 
$65,000 to aid in a road in South Van­
couver including Point Grey and Hast­
ings townslte, Parker Williams raised 
an exception. He said that when he 
had sought aid for Ladysmith it was.re­
fused as the policy of the government 
was then explained to be against aid­
ing municipalities, 
policy had changed, and Vancouver was 
getting an advantage over other dis­
tricts.

Apparently the

Mr. Hawthornthwaite thought that 
the member for Richmond was getttlng 
an unifair advantage over others.

Hon. F. Carter Cotton said that this 
$65,000 was to go to aid in building 
roads which would open up a district 
where public lands had sold for about 
three-quarters of a million.

Mr. Oliver wanted information where 
this $5,000 was to be spent.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow admitted that a pro­
mise had been made that that would be 
spent.

Mr. Oliver then wanted to know if 
the government had any information as 
to what width the road would be and 
what length it would be.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow said the

A Pertinent Question.
H. C. Brewster wished to know if any 

of this appropriation for bridges might 
be expected to be applied to necessary 
works in his constituency. There were 
bridges urgently neecfced. In some in­
stance before a threshing machine 
could be hauled over the bridge it was 
necessary to strengthen it. He thought 
attention should be given to them. He 
had taken occasion to go to the depart­
ment and inquire concerning whether 
work was to be done on these, but 
could get no definite information that 
it would be carried out.

The committee rose and reported pro­
gress.

W. R. Ross introduced a bill to be 
known as the Curfew Act.

THE EVENING SITTING.

govern­
ment intended to survey the land off 
and then put it in the hands of 
pentent men to lay off the roads etc.

Mr. Oliver wanted to know- 
government auctioneer had promised at 
the time of the sale of government 
lands to expend this $65,0000.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow said the auctioneer 
made no such promise. He did

if the

At the evening sitting a bill was in­
troduced by Hon. F. J. Fulton to in­
corporate the British Columbia Anti- 
Tuberculosis Society.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow also introduced a 
bill constituting a court of appeal and 
declaring its jurisdiction and a bill to 
amend the Supreme Court Act.

W. J. Bowser introduced a bill to 
amend the Medical Act.

Hon. Mr. Fulton introduced a bill to 
amend the Timber Measurement Act 
and one to amend the North Van­
couver City Incorporation Act.

Dr. Hall introduced a bill to amend 
the Master and Servant Act.

John Oliver mpved the following re­
solution:

Whereas, by section 11 of the Terms 
of Union the government of the Domin­
ion undertook to secure the construc­
tion of a line of railway to connect the 
seaboard of British Columbia with the 
railway system of Canada :

And whereas large areas of public 
lands belonging to the province of Bri­
tish Columbia have been conveyed to 
the Dominion government in further­
ance of the said railway :

And whereas, the benefits to be deriv­
ed from the construction of the said 
railway was one of the Inducements 
which led to the union of British Co­
lumbia with the other provinces of Can­
ada, as well as fôr the conveyance to 
the Dominion governmnet of the public 
lands of the province as aforesaid :

And whereas, 
referred to is national in its character, 
and as such has received a very large 
measure of assistance of public moneys 
and lands:

And whereas, it was not contemplat­
ed at the time of the union of British 
Columbia with the other provinces of 
Canada that there should be any dis­
crimination in freight and passenger 
rates between one locality and other 
localities, or between one province and 
any other province:

And whereas, numerous complaints 
have from time to time been made by 
various boards of trade in British Co­
lumbia to the effect that existing 
freight rates discriminate against 
cities in British Columbia:

And whereas, the board of railway 
commissioners have ordered a reduc­
tion of passenger rates to -three cents 
per mile upon all railways between 
Calgary and the Atlantic:

And whereas, the passenger rates 
charged upon< railways in British Co­
lumbia is in excess of three cents per 
mile:

And whereas, such excess is a dis­
crimination detrimental to the best in­
terests of British Columbia, as it tends 
to prevent development and the Influx 
of population:

Therefore, be it resolved, that an 
humble address be presented to His 
Honor the Lieutenant-Governor pray­
ing that he will cause a full representa­
tion of the facts to be made to the gov­
ernment of the Dominion, and to the 
board of railway commissioners, to the 
end that British Columbia may be 
placed in as facorable condition in re­
spect to freight and passenger rates as 
are other portions of the Dominion.

The debate was adjourned on motion 
of Hon. R. G. Tatlow.

Dominion Crown Grants.

state
that the government intended to spend 
money in opening up the lands offered 
for sale.

Hon. Mr. Carter Cotton said the 
municipality of South Vancouver would 
co-operate in opening up these roads. 
The government had promised where it 
sold the land to open it up with roads.

Mr. Oliver said the House was get­
ting a little information now. He want­
ed to know what proportion 
money would be spent in building roads 
to open up the lands sold. He said that 
ii appeared now that the 
was proposing to expend $66,000 with­
out information, 
be sufficient to more than 
whole of the 300 acres of the 
ment land sold.

He would like the

of the

government

This amount would
clear the

govern-

government to 
out and acknowledge that it did 

not know what it was doing. The 
House could then deal Intelligently.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite thought Hon. 
Mr. Carter Cotton knew what he was 
about even if the government did not. 
He wanted to know if the Great North­
ern had purchased anÿ*t>f this land sold 
at auction either directly or indirectly.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow said the 
ment had no information of this kind.

Mh Williams said that there 
extfeditiires on roads in Richmond last 
year which looked peculiar. This pro­
posal was to expend $65,OQO on roads in 
a municipality. The government had 
reversed its policy apparently, and he 
wanted to know if municipalities which 
had been refused help before might ex­
pect any help now. Five thousand in 
Ladysmith would aid him as much as 
$65,000 would help the president of the 
council.

come

govem-

were

the railway above

Mr. Oliver also probed into the sup­
plementary suri shown to have been 
spent in Richmond of $15,000.

The Minister of Finance said only 
between $7,000 and $8,000 of this had 
been spent.

Further questioned as to details it 
was explained it was mostly spent for 
washouts from the storms which Hon. 
Mr. Cotton described as acts of provi- 
denene.

Mr. Oliver thought it peculiar that 
the storms only affected Conservative 
constituencies.

Hon. Mr. Carter Cotton said the only 
object the government had in expending 
this money in a municipality was to in- 
fiance the price of government lands.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite wanted to 
know what North Vancouver or South 
Vancouver had expended or promised to 
expend on these roads.

The Minister of Finance said no vote 
was made, but South Vancouver had 
expressed its intention of spending 
money on it.

Mr. Oliver wished to know, if the 
land was sold by the government with­
out any plan showing the roads.

Hon. Mr. Tatlow admitted there were 
plans showing these, but roads were 
promised to be given.

Mr. Oliver wanted to know it any of 
this money was to be spent in redeem­
ing a pre-election pledge given by Hon. 
Mr. Cotton to build a bridge across the 
North Arm.

Hon. Mr. Cotton said he made 
such promise.

Mr. Oliver said there must be some 
great liars in the Richmond district.

Pressed still further with 
from Mr. Oliver, the president of the 
council was forced to admit that the 
money was to be set aside to be ex­
pended as was seen fit on roads in the 
districts as Mr. Oliver pointed « ut to 
carry out pre-election promsies of the 
president of the council.

Dr. Hall asked if the general public 
were told of the intention of the gov­
ernment to spend money in building 
roads to open up the lands sold.

Hon. Mr. Cotton said that the 
auctioneer announced it.

Dr. Hall wanted to know if this 
the only information.

Hon. Mr. Cotton said he thought the 
advertisements contained it.

Mr. Oliver wished to know if it

no
Parker Williams moved the following 

resolution:
That an order of the House be grant­

ed for a return of all correspondence, 
papers, etc., in the matter of the pro­
vince of British Columbia questioning 
the power the Dominion government 
to issue crown grants for lands in the 
province of British Columbia.

In support of this the mover said that 
it had come to his attention that the 
province had called in question the title 
granted by the Dominion. It might 
also throw some light upon the Indian 
land question.

Hon. Mr. Fulton said that this would 
entail a lot of work, 
jection to bringing it down.

Mr. Williams said he was concerned 
only about some lands in the townsite 
at Revelstoke, and the resolution 
accordingly amended to cover this.

The resolution as amended carried.
The bill to revive and continue the 

existence of certain companies passed 
its third reading.

The report of the bill to amend the 
Attachment of Debts Act was adopted 
and the bill passed its third reading.

The House went into committee on 
the bill to amend the Jurors Act with 
G. R. Naden in the chair.

The bill was reported.
The House then went into committee 

on the bill to amend the British Colum­
bia Fisheries Act with W. Yorston in 
the chair.

The committe rose and reported the

questions

He had no ob-wqs

waswas
advertised that roads were to be built 
to open up the lands sold.

Hon. Mr. Cotton then admitted that 
this was not on the advertisements that 
he knew of.

Mr. Oliver then wanted to know why 
he tried to mislead the House by say­
ing it was.

On the vote for maintenance of New 
Westminster bridge Mr. Oliver said 
that intending purchasers of property 
south of the bridge were scared away 
from the experience of crossing the 
bridge and having to pay tolls when 
being taken over the bridge by real 
estate dealers.

John Jardine objected to the salaries 
paid to those who were employed in 
collecting the tolls on the bridge. These 
men worked twelve hours a day and 
got five cents a hour. He thought the 
pay should be increased.

bill.
The report was adopted and the bill 

passed its third reading.
Hon. Mr. Fulton moved the second 

reading of the bill to amend the Land 
. Act. He said that the greater part of 

On the appropriation for $120,806 for f the bill was taken up with the question

5. Have the G. T. P. secured the 
Crown deed for this property? If so, 
on what date?

7. Was Mr. George Cowan, of Van­
couver, granted a deed for any or part 
of the land in any of the following lots 
in the neighborhood of Kaien Island: 
130, 632, 506, 646, 646A, 645, 505, 449, 450, 
446, 607, 447, 634, 644, 643, 502, 503, 641, 
501, 647, 642, 131, 633?

8, If so, what was the price for same, 
and date?

The Hon. Mr. Fulton replied as fol­
lows:

“1. For answers to questions 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5 and 6, see Journals of the House, 
1906, page 225 and following of appen­
dix.

“7. His name does not appear as 
grantee, either In whole or part.

“8. Answered by reply to question
7.”

G. R. Naden asked the Hon. the Chief 
Commissioner of Lands and Works 
the following question:

Is it the intention of the Government 
to construct, during the coming year, 
a bridge over the Kettle River, at 
Rock Creek?

The Hon. Mr. Fulton replied as fol­
lows:

“Yes.”
John Oliver asked the Hon. the Chief 

Commissioner of Lands and Works the
following questions :

1. Did Angus Cameron apply to pur­
chase land adjoining Lot 503, Range 
V., Skeena District?

2. If so, what was the date of his ap­
plication?

3. Did he post the notice required by 
section 80, chapter 113, on the land and 
in the government?

4. If so, when were these notices 
posted?

5. Did the said Angus Campbell g’ve 
notice of his intention to apply by ad­
vertisement in the British Columbia 
Gazette and in a ttewspaper?

6. If so, what was the date of such 
advertisement?

The Hon. Mr. Fulton replied as fol­
lows:

“1. Angus Campbell (not Cameron). 
Yes.

“2. June 19th, 1906.
“According to the sworn statement 

of Thos. Moore, the requisite notice 
was posted on the ground on the 5th 
April, 1906, and on the 22nd June, 1906, 
the Assistant Commissioner of Lands 
and Works at Port Simpson reported 
favorably on the application.

“4. Answered by reply to question 3.
“5. Angus Campbell (not Cameron). 

Yes.
Gazette, April 16th, 1906. News­

paper, April 17 th, 1906.”
The House then Vent into adjourned 

committee of supply and the items in 
the estimates were continued.

The vote of $18,000 for the Seton Lake 
Fish Hatchery was allowed to Stand 
over at the request of John Oliver, 
who requested that the report on that 
institution should be brought down be­
fore the appropriation was passed.

On a vote of $5,000 for a tuberculosis 
sanatorium, J. H. Hawthornthwaite 
thought that the government should 
take the full responsibility of estab­
lishing this. He thought $160,000 or 
$200,000 should be set aside for this. 
There were 200 dying annually in the 
province from consumption.

The item for keep of prisoners, trans­
port of them, and special .constat es, 
according to Stuart Henderson, was 
largely made up as a resun. * «he 
enforcement of the laws with respect 
to Indians. He thought a record of 
the expenditure due to this cause 
should be kept as it would form a basis 
for asking for a refund from the Do­
minion as the Indians were the wards 
of the Dominion government.

On the appropriation of $6,000 for Al- 
berni, H. C. Brewster said this would 
not keep the main trunk road in re­
pair. There were roads and bridges 
to be provided for. He thought at 
least $1,000 might be added to this. 
The district was being rapidly develop­
ed and the demands were great.

No response came from the minister 
of finance.

On the Cowichan appropriation of 
$9,000, Parker Williams said that he 
had understood that Mr. Hayward rad 
said a few days ago that the govern­
ment agent for Cowichan asked for 
more than $9,000 for this district.

Mr. Hayward said he was correct.
Mr. Williams said he had consulted 

the figures in Mr. Gamble’s district 
and found that there was not $9,000 
asked for by the government agent.

Mr. Hayward said that Mr. Williams 
should get his figures more correctly.

On the vote for Cranbrook of $6,000, 
Dr. King said he considered that the 
government had not treated his dis­
trict fairly. The vote was inadequate, 
and should have been increased.

John Oliver, when the item for his 
constituency of $1,100 came 
objection to passing the item until the 
report of the road superintendent was 
presented to the committee.

The vote stood over.
Stuart Henderson objected to $10,000 

being the vote for Yale. He contend­
ed that the public accounts did not 
show the full receipts from the district. 
It contributed $80,000 to the 
and got $10,000 from the province.

Kamloops contributed about $2.000 
more and got $54,000 out of the provin­
cial exchequer. All that he had in his 
district, said Mr. Henderson, was 
stables and only one of them was 
good.

Coming back to the vote for Delta, 
Mr. Oliver said that he felt sure that 
the ward superintendent never re­
commended this sum for his district. 
Delta had not been fairly dealt with. 
Out of a $1.000 vote one year, $514 was 
spent on the roads. There were 40 
miles of trunk roads in the district 
which served the whole country as 
well as Delta. It amounted to this, 
that if a man stood up in the House 
and did his duty, and in doing so went 
against the government, his district 
was starved. It was unfair.

John Jardine objected to the vote to 
Esquimau. He hoped that next 
he would be dealt more squarely with.

On the vote of $6,000 for the Victoria- 
Cambell river road, 
wanted to know where this was to be 
spent. 9

Other members also wanted informa­
tion on this. Parker Williams felt that 
it would be spent In the districts rep­
resented by the government supporters.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite objected to 
handing out the districts which 
turned Conservatives additional grants 
in a back hand way. 
constituencies got $96,000, while the 
Conservative ridings got $220.600. It 
was simply disgraceful the way the 
government was dealing with the fin­
ances. It was expending public money 
in order to boost the Conservative 

» party.
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