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after which the herald pronounced aloud the names of the
chiefs who were to have he bodies. The different chiefs take
the bodies ahoitcd lo them away to their mbures, there to be
devoun •

The chiet of Lauthala was giver, 'o their principal ^od
whose temple is near the missionaries* house. He was cut
up and cooked two or three yards from their fence, and Mr
Hunt stood in his yard and saw the operation. He was much
struck with the skill a 1 ac:,pdLch with which these practised
cannibals performed their work. While it was going on the
old priest was sitting in the door of his temple giving order«
and anxiously looking for his share. Some of those who
joined in the feast acknowledged that the people of Lauthala
were their relations, and he fully believes that they cooked
and ate them because they were commanded to do so

After all the parts but the head had been consumed, and
the feast was ended, the king's son knocked at the mission-
aries door (which was opened by Mr. Hunt), and demanded
why their windows were closed ? Mr. Hunt told him to keep
out the sight as well as the smell of the bodies that were
cooking. The savage Jnstandy rejoined, in the presence of
the missionaries' wives, that if it happened again, he would
knock them in the head and eat them.
The Porpoise and the Vincennes next made surveys of the

Espem group, and arrived off Laxemba on the 15th of JuneA lew days later the great Argo Reef was explored, where
the brig Argo and another vessel had been lost.
At Lakemba there are about fifty resident Christians, nearly

all of whom are Tongese, of whom about one-third of the
population is composed ; and they have literally taken pos-
session of the island, for they never work, but subsist on the

-^uJ^l
^^^ I^eejee population, who hold them in much awe.

Ihe difference betv/een the two races was as striking here as
at Ovolau.

Lakemba is the largest island in the eastern group. It is
five miles in diameter; its shape is nearly round, with an ex-
tensive encircling reef.

The people of this island seemed to be far from healthy
pulmonary diseases were common and often fatal, and an un-'

^^^^^y scrofulous affection appeared to be quite prevalent.
This island is the principal Jocation of the Levukians. the

miiijau. inGy iive ui a village which is
fi^•et


