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wealth. They will have thronged upon the stage of the world's

theatre of action and taken a mighty part in settling world issues

and determining the future destiny of civilization and humanity.

Upon our Atlantic and Pacific sliores, by our inland waterways,

in the northern hinterlands of Ontario and Quebec, on our vast

western plains, and still further west within the shadow of

majestic mrnntain ranges, these men will take up anew the task

of developing and upbuilding our country. They will take up

that work with a consciousness that Canada has played a worthy

part in the fateful struggle which she entered at the call of duty

and for the cause of freedom. Theirs will be an imperisliable

recollection of comradeship with men of the Motherland and ol

all parts of the King's Dominions ; theirs also a wider vision and

deeper insight from service in a high cause. Hardly less pro-

found will be the influence of the war upon all our people. They

have learned that self sacrifice in a just cause is at once a duty

and a blessing, and this lesson has both inspired and ennobled

the men and women of Canada. It was indeed worth a great

sacrifice to know that beneath eagerness for wealth and apparent

absorption in material development there still burned the flame

of that spirit upon which alone a nation's permanence can be

founded. One must move among our people to realize their

overmastering conviction that the justice and greatness of our

cause overpower all other considerations and to coiiiprolu'inl

the intensity of the spirit which permeates and quickens every

Canadian community.

The overseas men will have learned another lesson and they

will have learned it so thoroughly that it never can be forgotten.

That lesson is two-fold: first, that the liberty, the security and

the very existence of our Empire are dependent upon the safety

of the ocean pathways whether in peace or war; next, that while

sea power cannot of itself be the instrument of world domina-

tion it is nevertheless the most powerful instrument by which

world domination can be effectually resisted. Three hundred

years ago it forever crushed arrogant pretensions then put for-

ward to control western trade routes and to exclude therefrom

the free nations of the world. Little more than a century ago it

maintained freedom against world domination by a single mili-

tary system. To-day it remains the shield of the same freedom


