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THE DXITY ON BRITISH COLUX3IA CEDAR.

SoNME lime ago attention was calletI te a dispute which
had ariSen between a British Colunibla shipping firmi
andI the Unsited States customs officiaIs as te tIse classi-
fication of ced cedar from that province. Thse latter
heltI that dresseil cedar siding was sîîbject te duty, but
the sbipping firn appealed, with the result that the Cir-
cuit Court decided tbat the goods sbould be admitteil
free. The following letter, sent ta the Collector of
Custemis, at Plattsburg, N. Y., will explaiti the matter-

fropy )
TRscty DEPAztToENr,

Office oi the Seczctary,
WVASHINGTON, D. C., Scpt. 26, z895.

COLLESCTOR OFi CUSrOMSî,
Pllaitsburgh, N. Y.

SiR,-Tlte Departmnenî ks in ceceipt of a letter irom thte At-
tcrrey Genecal, datcd the 2ist ultime, stating <112< in the case
re F. IV. NMycrs & Ca., bcing an appeaî item the decitiant oi
thSe Board oi General Appraisers, <G. A. 297 1), invols'ing thc
dutiablc classitication of certain Il ed cedar," iras decitled ad-
,Vtrely ta tnt Gzvrnsunnt by <lit U. S. Cilest Courit foc the
Narthcrn District ai Ncw Yock, on july 3rel last.

Tht ncechandise in this case cansiîtedl ai ccrtain dresseel
ced cedlar lumiber, andl wae; classiied by yau untier the pro-
visions ai paragraph iSi ai the act ai August 28, 1894, which
provides as (albums: ilieluse or cabinet fucuiture, ..t weod,
whally or p2rîly finisheti, manutactures ai wooel, or cf whicb
wood is the caraponent atecial cf chiei value, net specially
prevîiced for in this nct, twcnty-fls'e pet cent. adl valarem."

The importera prateaiteti, claiming that thetrmechandise suas
cntîiti tu fre cntry andcz thc iruviààunâ uf liaragraph 676 s.i
the frc lista which preirides foc ilsawed boards, plank, etls
aond other bomber, reugh or dresseti, escept boards, plank,
dentso andi other lumber of crdar, lignoin vitae, lancewaocl,
cbony, box, granadilla, mahogany, rosewaod, satinwood, andi
ail cîher cabinet woods."9

In passing upon the pretest the Board ai Gencral Appraisers
helt <at, inasmuch ai the maerchandise was Iloînhber aicedar,"
it fiîl within the exception mentioncti in paragcaph 616, and
<vas net entitlcd ta irc entry.

On the trial of the case it was sîtovn <liaI(tie lunuber %vas
cedar lumbcr of the clînracter gencrally useel for building pur.
poses, andi that it sons not suiîtable fur cabinet tuse%, soborcupon
tht court ruictI that <lie exceptions referrttd ta in siid psara.
geapsh 676 relisteel entircly ta luuiber gencrâlly knawn andi
tiseel as cabinet wootis, andti <at <lit decisian oi the Bloard of
General Appriisers tois erroneous.

In regardl tîtereta, you are infornited titat il is the opinion ai
the Delsartiiient <liat the tîccision ai tlic court is correct, antI
thit ne appeai sueulî hnse bceîm laken hatils Depaîtinuent te-
cciveti due notice af the saiti decision seitîtin tlîirty tlays of is
dclivcry. Y'eu are atîthoriet accordirigly ta <Uic the usual
course for reiunding te dulies c>xacteel in excess andi ta ajsply
tîtese instructions ta any sinilar cases <bat ntsy bc pcnuling
sohere aIl requirentents oi laso as ta protest andi institution ai
suit have been fulby complieul with.

Respectfully yours.
(Signet) C. S. IIANILIN,

Acting Seeretary.
It is warth natmng that althaugh tlie decisian ci the

Circuit Court was given on tbe 3rd of Ju!y, the Treasury
(i.e., Customos) Departînent 'vas net netîtied of it tilt the
2ist of Scpteinber, sa that collectors wcre nat instructeti
tili ncarly thce montbs after ît was gîven, andI in the
meantime, doubtless, usent on lcvying the diity. Oi
course those weho paid wilt be entitîcd ta a fefunti, but
it is ncedless to point aut that muci ncansenîencc andI
ronnoyance mu5t bave been caosed, ta say notling af tire
loss ofitrade. It dues seeni uniriendly on tire part ai
the gevernmcnt of the United States to impose such
needless restrictions an <rade. Certainly svhcn their
asvn courts decide against îhemn there shoulti net be s0
moc's delay in giving effeet te sucb decisions.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

TiE United States govcrrament is flot in the habit et
ex<ending facilities ef trade wîîh Canada, an the ccntrary,
evcry hîndrance is placed in our svay, as %vîtnesa; the
lobster can duty and the dressed lunîber decîstoîs ef the
board ofappraisers. Hawvevcr anc courtcsy bas recently
been extended, the treasocy department tîu.vmng de-.îded
<liat invaices for tiîmber or other goods, imparted tramn
places wbere there is ne United States consul, may be
certified by a reputable merchant, or by the consul of
any fniendly powver. WVe suppose we sboold be thankful
for small (avers.

TiitT <t is an <il soind <bat bleues nobooly good is agelin
demonstratedl in the case af thc prescrnt unpleasantness
in Cuba, and lumbeimen mn eretain hiles cf goads
bave to bless the political disturbances there. Tlsey
have cul off the sopply et m-tabgy, <bus enablîng
holders te dispose of surplus stocks vhichbhail accomo-
lated ini New Yack, andI Boston during the business de-
pression oi 1893 aond t1894. Present pncee- show an adI-
vance cf trcm 5 ta 8 per cent. over <hase ai Iast year.
WVhile MNexican aond Central American svood may take
the place ai Ctiban mabagany ta sonne extent, Afncan
neyer cati, as it is soiter aond inferier in some ather re-
spects. Sa the rew in Cuba is putting money inta the
pockets ofidealers in <bis kînd of wood.

A REASONA13LE taiY cf charges results in a langer
revenue than svhen rates are fixed teu hîgh. The post
office aond street railway are preef cf <bis. Recognizing
this prirociple, a West Coast. lumber jounaltecmatks
<bat if the transcontinental railways svould reduce their
hitmber freiglît rates ten cents per bonred, pounds, <bey
weuld soon pass out of the hands of the receivers aond
became praspereus. Perbaps both freight aond passen-
ger rates on trnscontinental rnads are toc bigb. The
railway companies sheulel bc the best jutiges as te what
is a paying rate. Tise lower <bey make it the more
business <bey should do, witlsin certain limits. Stîll it
tocil known that the cempanies put on ail thse traffic toill
stand. WVe agree wtth or cantemporaty <bat a louver-
ing ai rates wauld result in a vastly increased traffic,
andI would pay. _____

PROF. Runnebaum, of Dublin, was sent same lime
aro by the German gevemment te examine the timber
resources of the Pacific Coast. Uc expresses bis
anazement ro th<e <vaste <bat is geing on, rond says that
if it is net stopped the prescrnt generation mroy Iivc ta
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sec lunîber shipped froîn Germsany tu Puget s.iund.
WVhiIe in Europe goverrmnts are scckmng to inake
trees grow, ni America they are destroying tdieu, not
only those stîitable for timibcr, but niso the sapisns.
wlîîch are the riglîtful liertage of future gCnerations
l'rof. Rutnncbiurn's rcmarkg tliat tire life of the totests is
tire life of flic people is not a1 lucre flourishi of riltin
Not only as a direct source of wenlth, but on savitary
and ether cconomic grounds they shoultl bc prcsvrvil,
Tire Gernian professor is appallcd nt our w.,stftimncss
on tîmis continent, antd littie wonder.

TiE booni in Souths Africa, svhilc it will titidnulLcdly
result in disaster ta somcbody, is bringing praspcî .. tu
the WVest Conzt lumbermen of Ainerica. Slîipmcnts of
Dnuglr 1s fiti îae jumped away up ai at once. Tauma,
one of the principal ports on Puget Souind, nicarly
doublcdl its shiprncnts by watcr in Septcmbcr oici the
pievieus nionth. Tiiere sems ta be a large dcîîiand
for înining props, andI as these timbers are rcquircd of
great length, Douglas fit is peculiarly well adrtpîcd for
the purpose. Timiber is also required for building, for
Johannesburg, andI othcr Senti) African tawns, are, like
otiier nsining tonsn, grosving at an anazing rite ]lut
the boom cannot last It il; a surprise <bat it hi- tnt
alrc:sdy burst. There is ne reason svhy aur WVest U*-.ist
luinbernien should not niake hay wýhile the Sun s!,.neb,
but <bey would do well ta be careful, for it is no advan
tage te seli lumber if tbey don't get paid for ;t tnd
when thc ccillapse corntes sorneone is sure te bc bad>
lcft.

MR. J. B. Tyrreil, of the Canadian Geological Survey,
bas bren doing very important cxploratory wvork for
seme years, in the far North and Nortlî-West, in -on
nection wîth <bat branch of the public service. WllîIe
giving special attention to the geological features of the
country, lie incidentally gathers a great deal of infornat
tion respect ing its so-I, timbei, etc. Hc las just returned
from a season's work east ni Lake Winnipeg, wlierc lit
found a good tract of country, with deep, rîch soit. flot
unlike thit af the Red River V'alley This extetri- fr,
about one hundred miles back: fTem the lake The
whole country, howvever, bas been burned nver by jea!
tires, which prevailed there froîn seven to ten years ago
and destioycd ail the timber. The charred srunks of
the burned trees are a prominent feature of the lind
scape WVhat a pity such destr'iction should bave 1'tes
wrought. The tituber would have been within isv
rcach ofithe Manitoba market, wbere lumber is and scili
be in great densand as the cuuintry filis up witb setîlers
Anti worst of aîl, these destructive tires were largelv the
result of carelessncss.

CANAÙA has, it scems, vast areas of forest wealtit me
unexplored. Dr. Bell, of the GeoloRical Survcy, who
has just returned from bis sumnier's ivark in tic fat
nortb, reports baving discovered a large ns'ver, net laid
down in the maps, wbîch floss into james Bay. lie
informs us that «ts bank, ate s'ery, heas'ily woocled stith
pin;, spruce, tamarac, bal- . *'nd white birch. flic
fo 'rest extends along the whole lcngth of the river, !ats-
eral hundrcd miles. The axe of the lumberman bas
neyer, been heard in these solitudes ; uer has lire, winch
wYotks such havoc in the forest, wrought any destruction.
The river is larger than the Ottawa, and bas numerous
falis aond rapîds, furnisbing splendid water powter. The
Crown Lands Deparinient rot Quebec say, boworvcr, <bat
they knrciv of the river andI the territeryf idjoining, %%lich
was explored last ycar by Mà%r. Henry O'Sullivan, acting
superintendant af survcys, tbeugh lus report lias nor yel
been published. The river is known, Mlr. O'Sullivan
says, as the Nottaway, andI it bas two great branches-
theW~aswanapi and tîme McKiscain. Tiiere isan imniiînse
tract cf splendid agncultural land mn the region, andI
considerable spruce, tamgarack, andI fanksian pin.
Hon. MIr. Flynn, Commîssioner of Crown Lands, lias
taken possession of thse terrntory on bebax of the l'io-
vince cf Quebcc.

Mcessrs. Bertram & Co., ai Toronto, are building a
stean logger which is destined tu supersedle horsts to
a large extent in thse woods.


